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Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Chiropractor
 Physiotherapy & Acupuncture
 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
 Podiatry
 Chiropody
 Child & Adolescence Psychotherapy
 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT
 Clinical Psychologist
 Counselling 
 Hypnotherapy
 Hearing Aid Practitioner &  

Ear Care Specialist

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 
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Disclaimer: Submission of any article to the DN carrying personal information (for example, names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person submitting the article 
has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent/guardian in the case of a minor) /company/organisation for this information to be used both in print 
and online. Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives 
no guarantees, warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, 
offensive or otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  

This is not the usual DN, not least because it is shorter – largely 
because much of the usual copy relates to future activities. More 
importantly it is our first ever online only version.

The two-page special edition of 25 March, our last paper edition for 
the immediate future, was issued so that everyone, especially those 
not online or on social media could receive the community support in-
formation. Our wonderful predominantly elderly collating and delivery 
teams were stood down for this issue in the interest of safeguarding 
their health and delivery was made by zone captains. Our thanks to 
the volunteers who emerged so rapidly to meet this crisis.

All things being equal and our regular contributors staying well, the 
DN team intends to publish an online issue on our regular monthly 
schedule for as long as necessary before resuming normal print.

Let’s make the best of the enforced adventure.                     CD                                                                                      

ZONE 1 Mark Adams 01869 338902
ZONE 2 Maddie Bonvin 07734 791728
ZONE3 Julia Cork 07881 438930 or 01869 337546
ZONE 4 Heather & Tim Darwall-Smith  
  07780 605822 or 01869 336934
ZONE 5 Revd Annie Goldthorp  07795 691927 or 01869 336880
ZONE 6 Ben and Phillipa Carson  07562 997546 or 01869 228675
ZONE 7 Harriet Palin  07760 256125 or 01869 338850
ZONE 8 Al Kitchen 07989 399054 or 01869 337548
ZONE 9 Jenny & Clive Snashall 07761 828066 or 01869 337406
ZONE 10 Jen Childs 07774 608715
ALL ZONES Bea Maloney  07957 655095 or 01869 337717
CLIFTON co-ordinated by: 
 Tei Williams & Ian Willox  01869 337940
HEMPTON co-ordinated by:
 Janet Watts 07825 172600 or 01869 337135
BARFORD ST MICHAEL has been split into streets:
Church Street Mick & Anne Pearson 01869 337074
Lower Street David & Lavinia Crowther 01869 337749
Townsend Ray & Claire Cox 07986 462315
Horn Hill Linda Newbury 07787 431624
S Newington Rd Gunilla Treen 01295 720521
The Green Gill Alcock 01869 338007
Summer Lea Kizzy Godin 
Robins Close Alison Duffy
Broad Close Jo Coppin 07935 321405
BARFORD ST JOHN Helen Honour

YOUR COVID-19 SUPPORT CONTACTS

YOUR EDITOR THIS MONTH: 
CATHERINE DESMOND

MAY 2020 COPY TO 
JILL CHEESEMAN 
editor@deddingtonnews.co.uk 
by 18 April

ADVERTISING COPY  
by 10 April

EDITORS 
Jill Cheeseman  
01869 338609 
Catherine Desmond 
01869 336211 
editor@deddingtonnews.co.uk

MONTHLY ADS & INSERTS 
Debbie Grimsley  
01869 336110 
grimsleyhome@live.co.uk

ANNUAL ADS 
Pat Sedgely 
01869 338462 
annuals@deddingtonnews.co.uk

WHAT’S ON 
Alison Day 
whatson@deddingtonnews.co.uk

CLUBS 
Alison Day  
01869 337204 
clubs@deddingtonnews.co.uk

PARISH COUNCIL 
Jean Rudge  
01869 338110 
jeanlrudge@gmail.com

PRINTING 
Anne Hunsley  
01869 338360 
annehunsley@msn.com

COLLATING & DISTRIBUTION 
Pat Brittain  
01869 338685 
and teams

TREASURER 
Jane Price  
01869 337586 
treasurer@deddingtonnews.co.uk

COVER  
Jane Price
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B A N B U RY 
B AT H R O O M S

P L U M B I N G  &  
H E A T I N G  
E N G I N E E R S

F I T T E D  
B ATH R O O M  
S P E C I A L I STS

T I L I N G  —  H E AT I N G  —  R E P A I R S

FO R  FR E E  Q U OTAT I O N 
TEL :  01869 338900 
M O B I L E  : 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN 
WESTFIELD 
LOWER STREET 
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 
0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

B A T H R O O M S

&  

E N G I N E E R S

BATH R O O M  
S P E C I A L I STS

Bespoke Picture Framing
Established since 2005 offering 

a full picture framing service

Open Monday – Thursday 10am-4pm

Deddington Farmers’ Market 9am-12noon

Telephone: 01869-337597 or 07870 444721

Email: studio@dragon-framing.co.uk

Shop Online: www.dragon-framing.co.uk

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, 
Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British 
Insurers. 

INSURANCE THAT’S ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP 

D-A2E5F20D 

Having a local office means we are accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy or make a claim. 
 
We can help you insure your: 
• Home & Car    • Horse & Horse box 
• Business      • LGV & Commercial Vehicle 
 
For a real conversation about your insurance 
Give us a call or pop in 
NFU Mutual Deddington, Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD  
01869 337 400  
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Present: Councillors Collins, Cox, Old-
field, Rogers (chair), Squires, Timms, 
Watts, plus District Councillor Williams 
and County Councillor Fatemian.

Open Forum
Jen Childs addressed the PC on behalf 
of the COVID-19 Response group. She 
thanked Beatrice Maloney for initiating 
the group. A plan of the village has 
been drawn up, divided into zones with 
a named captain of each zone and 57 
people had volunteered to provide as-
sistance to elderly and high risk residents. A similar 
arrangement has already been made in Hempton. A 
card offering assistance is being printed and should 
be available from 19 March. A number of local busi-
nesses have offered additional services such as home 
deliveries. The Co-op store is opening 9.30–10.30am 
for those at most risk and there is a sign on the door 
asking people to respect this period. If volunteers from 
the COVID-19 Response group collect shopping for 
residents they can make themselves known to the 
sales assistants. However, the group would like the 
PC’s advice on how they can pay because at present 
the Co-op cannot take card details over the phone. 

Planning Applications
No objections
Manor Farm House, Main Street, Clifton: replacement 
of timber windows.
End Cottage, The Stile, Deddington: tree works.
41 Mill Close, Deddington: demolition of conservatory, 
erection of single storey extension.
Barn Cottage, Hempton: demolition of single storey 
rear extension and erection of two storey extension.
8 Castle Street, Deddington: replacement of bulky 
roof window.
7 The Beeches, Deddington: conversion of loft over 
garage and insertion of rear dormer window.
Land north of Hill Farm, Hill Farm Lane, Duns Tew: 
installation of standalone solar PV array, associated 
infrastructure, access and landscaping.
Heathfield House, High Street, Deddington: tree works.
Agricultural building, Clifton Road, Deddington: demoli-
tion and erection of replacement building.
Windmill Community Centre, Hempton Road, 
Deddington: (retrospective) Windmill illuminated 
sign.
No comment
Town Hall, Market Place, Deddington: (retrospective)
change of use of ground floor and first floor to art 
gallery.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Deddington Parish Church Wednesday 18 March

Appeals
Land south of Home Farm for 14 new 
dwellings.
Land south of Home Farm for 15 new 
dwellings.
Bowler House, New Street, Deddington: 
single storey rear extension.

Finance & General Purposes
Two additional cuts of the grass on the 
Windmill playing field making a total of 
10 for the season were agreed. 

It was agreed to change the venue 
for the next council meeting to the parish church where 
there is more space so that councillors and any mem-
bers of the public can sit apart. 

Environment & Recreation
It was agreed to proceed with the planning application 
for the Hempton playground at a cost of £231.

A meeting is due to be held with Thames Water on 
30 March, the venue to be arranged.

Parish councillors and local residents were thanked 
for turning out for the parish spring clean.

Creative Play will fix a new bearing on the rounda-
bout in the adventure playground.

The village steward will install bird boxes and a 
hedgehog hotel at the Pocket Park. The picnic table 
is available but needs assembling.

Highways & Transport
A resident in Earl’s Lane has installed an electric 
charging point opposite the primary school and a car 
is parked on double yellow lines. It was agreed to refer 
this to OCC, Thames Valley Police and CDC as it is 
a highway matter. It was also agreed to contact the 
primary school.

A resident has requested a 20mph limit on St 
Thomas Street or ‘slow’ road markings. A letter is to 
be written to OCC in support.

Complaints have been received of cars damaging 
grass verges and bollards having been erected in New 
Street near The Stile. It was agreed that the  land is 
OCC’s responsibility and they should be advised.

The VE75 Day anniversary has been postponed.

Next parish council meeting: Wednesday 15 April 
at 7.30pm to be held remotely. 

These parish council notes are the view of our reporter, 
Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes, which 
are available at http://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.
org/2020.html.

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
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Unforgettable 
experiences!

Vintage 
Tiger Moth 
flights...

www.finesthourexperiences.co.uk
info@finesthourexperiences.co.uk

07415 735683

...and aerobatics

F I N E S T  H O U R
E X P E R I E N C E S

Gift vouchers available for:
Tiger Moth lessons  •  Aerobatic Experiences

Tiger Moth Themed Tours: 
Midsomer Murders • Inspector Morse  

The Cotswolds • Ancient England  • English Civil War
Railway Tour • Aviation Heritage

Gift vouchers available for:

F I N E S T  H O U R
E X P E R I E N C E S

G I F T  V O U C H E R

F I N E S T  H O U R

G I F T  V O U C H E R

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

QUALITY BRITISH HOUSE COAL 

SMOKELESS FUELS

KILN DRIED LOGS

KINDLING WOOD

BOTTLED GAS

COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable  
and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:

Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern, Bicester, Oxon OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk

every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
01280 840496 or

07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com
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Mallams
1788

Thinking of selling 
your Jewellery?
Mallams specialist Louise Dennis 
FGA DGA, is available to give free 
confidential valuations on any 
piece(s) you are considering selling 
at auction 

Home visits also available

Enquiries: 01865 241 358  
or louise.dennis@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk 

After a quiet and safe start to the year, 
the fire station had a total of 20 call-
outs for this month – eleven stand bys, 
three fire calls, two traffic collisions, 
three alarm call-outs and one hazard-
ous materials incident.

The majority of call-outs were stand 
bys – when we go out to provide cover 
for another station. Several of the 
stand by calls whilst covering both 
Banbury and Bicester stations led to 
‘running calls’. These are calls which 
come in while you are already on the road (‘on the run’) 
either to or from another station and you then divert 
directly to that incident

The three fire incidents included a controlled burn 
of waste wood called in by a concerned bystander, 
an overheating domestic light switch and a severely 
smoking electric car battery which was dealt with by 
applying the positive pressure ventilation fan to both 
disperse the smoke and fumes and to cool the bat-
tery down.

All the alarm calls proved to be false alarms, with 
the systems being at fault rather than any smoke or 
heat sources triggering them.

The hazardous materials call-out occurred in an 
industrial unit in Banbury, requiring fire crews to stand 

by as the chemical in question was 
highly flammable. The company’s own 
personnel were able to safely clean 
up the accidental leak, with crews 
from Banbury, Deddington and Fenny 
Compton on hand to guard against 
any potential ignition.

Training of the Deddington crew 
continues with new recruit Ollie Mal-
pas passing his Basic and Safe to Run 
training and joining as a Fire Fighter 
in training. He was called on his first 

shout within 45 minutes of being on shift. James 
Greenwood has now passed his Breathing Apparatus 
technical test.

There have been two recent traffic collisions on 
the stretch of the A4260 between Deddington and 
Adderbury resulting in two deaths. Sobering and sad, 
our thoughts are naturally with the families of those 
that are no longer with us. Not related but equally sad 
was the news that a fellow Fire Fighter in the West 
Midlands took his own life whilst on shift – life is never 
guaranteed.

James Greenwood, FFd 
James@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

FROM THE FIRE STATION

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
mailto:James@cyclogicalshop.co.uk
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860

Would you like to have the smile 
you have always dreamed of?
As well as excellent dental care for you and your 
family, our highly qualifi ed team of den� sts and 
orthodon� sts are happy to provide the following 
cosme� c dental treatments:
 Cosme� c tooth whitening, veneers and crowns
 Implants to replace missing teeth
 Tooth alignment with clear or tooth-coloured 

braces by our Specialist Orthodon� st who is 
also an experienced Invisalign provider

 Facial rejuvena� on
We welcome all pa� ents to either our Bloxham 
or Banbury prac� ces and have special days for 
children to make coming to the den� st fun

www.bloxhamdentalprac� ce.co.uk

Bloxham Dental @ Banbury
Banbury Orthodontics
Bloxham Dental Practice

Your Outstanding Award-Winning
Restaurant

Restaurant and Take-away
Fully Licensed & Air-conditioned

5-Star Food Hygiene Rating

New Street (High Street) 
Deddington OX15 0SP

Open 7 days a week
12 noon–2.30pm & 5.30pm–11pm 

(Monday–Saturday)
12 noon–2.30pm & 5.30pm–10pm 

(Sunday & Bank Holidays)
Tel: 01869 337733/337799

www.bengalspice-restaurant.com
Book your special event with us

A real taste of exotic Bengal

SpiceBengal



4 – April 2020 Deddington News

https://www.deddington.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/deddingtononline and Twitter @DeddiOnLine

It never rains but it pours, and it’s not just 
the precipitation from above that has been 
raining down on us of late. It seems as 
if a small field drain that discharges into 
the roadside ditch has deposited a small 
amount of silt in it; not surprising given the 
rain we have had since the end of Septem-
ber. It has got one or two of the locals in 
a lather. In truth the problem was caused 
when, by popular demand, the grass bank 
outside the farm boundary was replaced by 
a pavement and the pavement works col-
lapsed a 200-year old stone drain that took 
the road run-off water from the council-owned ditch 
to the river. Although we have surface water running 
down the village no homes have been flooded and no 
property damaged; just the need to put on wellingtons 
to get to the pub. 

The real damage is to our riverside meadows 
caused by the run-off from the village and the many 
building projects taking place upriver. Our traditional, 
protected, wildflower meadows have been trashed 
and, at this moment, it is difficult to see just where next 
winter’s feed for the sheep flock will come from. The 
curlews returned on time to reclaim their nesting areas 
but took one look at the mess and flew off into the blue 
yonder. The meadows are a very special area to me 
and are farmed in the traditional way with livestock 
grazing without a sniff of chemicals or manufactured 
fertiliser.

As I bash this out we have four hi-vis jackets from 
Thames Water standing around a manhole in the 
middle of the road suggesting they are trying to do 
something. The only problem is that it is the wrong 
drain – the foul sewer line. Perhaps I should have 
flushed the toilet. Prior to the visit of the yellow jackets, 
we received notice from the Environment Agency of 
intended prosecution for allowing the aforementioned 
small field drain to deposit silt in the roadside ditch. It 

also indicated that we would be subject 
to a full farm inspection and review of 
all farm records, including livestock and 
crop production, going back ten years. 
In addition, there was to be a public 
meeting in the village pub. All of which 
has been put off for now as the young 
lady from the EA has caught a cold and 
is self-isolating.  

Despite all this happening during 
the lambing season, the old girls in the 
Clifton flock have done a good job and 
produced a nice crop of lambs. By the 

time this hits the (electronic) mat the organic North 
Aston flock will be on the go. We have already had 
some lambs born at North Aston because some idiot 
on a bicycle left a field gate open and let the rams out. 
Ho, the joys of farming on the urban edge.

Due to the virus we will have some extra help with 
the April lambing as all the schools and colleges have 
been closed. We will have two vet students on place-
ment doing their sheep module along with the Farm 
Student who will spend most of his time on a tractor 
or in a bee veil – can’t allow idle hands.

Otter (Fred the Shred) my six-month old Labrador 
has been in the wars and spent some time in the 
animal hospital at Hook Norton on an IV drip. I do not 
know just what happened but the speed of the infection 
and swelling indicated a snake bite which may seem 
improbable in March, but, given the mild winter and 
recent warm weather, they have come out of hiberna-
tion: I have seen adders already on the farm. The two 
hotspots are the farm spinney and Bowman’s Bridge.  
The ‘little boy’, having had an operation on his foot and 
leg, is in the care of the local vet team and making a 
good recovery and  a good show of having his tummy 
tickled. Ho hum!

George Fenemore 
01869 338203

DOWN ON GEORGE’S FARM 

St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass daily at at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; 10.00am on 
Saturdays and 11.15am on Sundays on https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

RC Parish of Hethe

CHURCH AND CHAPEL
Deddington with Barford, Clifton And Hempton

While all public worship is suspended, it is hoped that some services for the Easter season may be streamed live 
online. Please keep checking the church website for any further information, http://www.deddingtonchurch.org/.
For funerals, please contact the Vicar at vicar@deddingtonchurch.org or on 01869 336880. If Annie is not available, 
please contact one of the church wardens, Iain Gillespie on 01869 338367 or Meriel Flux  on 01869 338901. Our 
curate, Revd Paula Smith, can be contacted at curate@deddingtonchurch.org.

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
http://https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury
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Established 
since 1978

GROSSI Ltd 

Carpentry, Joinery,
Maintenance & Builder
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens
Quality & Prompt Service 
Free Estimates 

Phone: 01295 721100 
Mobile: 07721 383997 
Email: a.grossi@btinternet.com 
www.a-grossi.co.uk 

Timothy C. Rose - Director
Lucy E. Rose - Coordinator & Designer

01295 262247
E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery
= Surveys
= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping
= Consultancy
= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MChS

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical, Nursing Homes  

and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

Quinlan Plumbing

City & Guilds Trained

No job too small

No call out fee

Free estimates

Contact Gary Quinlan
Mob: 07818 266318

Email quinlanplumbing@hotmail.com

Deddington Upholstery

Traditional and Modern
Re-upholstery

25 Years’ Experience

Free Estimates

Call Martin Freeman
on

07743 252 736

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING
CONTRACTORS

n Domestic & Commercial
n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 90 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
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The good news is that after the leader 
of the free world assured us last 
month that this Coronavirus thing is 
actually a hoax, he then followed up 
by appointing Vice President Mike 
Pence as the man in charge. This 
is the man who once wrote ‘Despite 
the hysteria from the political class 
and the media, smoking doesn’t 
kill’.  As governor of Indiana, most 
people’s lasting memories are of his 
lack of belief in science, combined with the evangeli-
cal beliefs which led him to ignore the threat of HIV. 
Perfect choice.

In fact,alongside the LFW, Pence has been calm 
and logical. He has continually played down the ex-
tremes from his boss, for whom hyperbole and exag-
geration are the norm. One of the other constants in the 
daily briefings has been a wonderfully reassuring 79 
year old gentlemen, Dr Anthony Fauci, the head of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
Most days the LFW promises that he is doing a great 
job and anyone who wants a test can get one.  Poor 
Fauci then has to explain that there is still a shortage 
of tests, without telling his boss that he is an idiot while 
being watched by millions on TV.

There are times when my lovely wife strains hard 
not to say ‘I told you so’. I hate the dentist but alongside 
these Americans with lovely white teeth, I recognise 
that I look a bit unhealthy. Last month I decided I 
needed a new dentist, after a four-year hiatus. So 
I contacted a man I play tennis with. I explained if 
he hurt me, he would be getting tennis balls in very 
unfortunate places. He examined my very iffy molar 
and pronounced that I needed to see another guy to 
determine if I needed a root canal. This guy took a full 
CT scan, and sounded very disappointed when he told 
me he couldn’t do it and that I needed to go and see 
a third guy who would take it out. $1,500 later nothing 
had happened and I was saved from further torture by 
the Governor shutting down all non-essential services 
last week. And then the tooth fell apart.

In these times of stress we need to look for humour 
to distract us but some stories are truly worrying. I 
spoke earlier this week to a man who describes him-
self as a ‘prepper’. His basement is full of food, water 
and guns. I just managed to choke back a laugh as 
he informed me that the virus was a Chinese weapon, 
aimed at destroying Western culture. I tried carefully 
to raise the question of the 3,000 dead in China but 
he pointed out that the death rate there was declining 
rapidly – ‘See, they have the antidote!’. Some people 
do worry me. 

I never realised America had an honors system. 
Knighthoods and MBEs always seem very odd to me 
in the modern world. But it is true, America has dozens 

of similar devices, including the Medal 
of Freedom, which Trump just gave 
to Rush Limbaugh, a conservative 
radio host. The item is bestowed on 
‘individuals who have made ‘espe-
cially meritorious contributions to 
the security or national interests of 
the United States, to world peace, 
cultural or other significant public or 
private endeavors.’ 

Rush’s contribution to concerns 
about the pandemic was, ‘We’re shutting down our 
country because of the cold virus? Can you imagine 
our enemies watching this? You think the Chinese 
are not laughing themselves silly over how easy this 
has been?  On Rush’s radio show this week a guest 
blamed the virus on ‘gay people in San Francisco’. I 
am not sure if this is worse than Trump calling it the 
‘Chinese virus’ and then tilting into a bizarre tirade that 
blamed it all on the press.

The really good news is that Trump is now promis-
ing a cure ‘within weeks’, ‘it will be great’.  Now I am not 
a professional in this field but those who are tell me it 
will probably take a year. The sooner we have a jab for 
it the better, but if he manages it there will be another 
side effect; he will win the election in November.

We are in lockdown with a daft dog and I’m happily 
watching reruns of the magic Leicester City of 2016. 
Sometimes my wife is right, but, unless I don’t make it, 
don’t tell her I said that. Let’s hope we all survive with 
our lives and our marriages, despite the inadequacies 
of our politicians.

Mike Ward
mikew@qsoftare.com

PENCE, DENTISTS, RUSH AND A VIRUS

MW Services
Home Improvements

Taps, Kitchen Sinks, Bathroom 
Sinks, Toilets, Tiling & Bathrooms.

All small jobs
MOB: 07855 736601
TEL: 01295 273057
EMAIL: mljh@hotmail.co.uk

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
http://Mike Ward mikew@qsoftare.com
http://Mike Ward mikew@qsoftare.com
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SHM Automotive Limited

 Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

Friendly and personal service 
A driven, knowledgeable and
committed team
A variety of service levels to match
requirements 
ARLA membership and Client
Money Protection

Contact Cherry Lets today for a
no obligation market appraisal

Tel: 01869 337346
www.cherry-lets.co.uk

Email: ask@cherry-lets.co.uk

Your independent Lettings Agent based
in Deddington offering:

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS  DOORS  SECONDARY GLAZING 
 ORIGINTM MULTI-FOLD DOORS

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407  
E: mrpaulbarber@hotmail.com 
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

T: 07836 623407

E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk

www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk
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Only a couple of weeks ago it was as if there were 
two parallel universes, one out there where something 
called coronavirus was going on and one where life 
continued as normal. I was shopping, visiting and 
meeting friends as usual. 

And now? I’m one of the over-70s endangered 
species, so having to adjust to the new reality of self-
isolation for 12 weeks and a different daily life. 

How to organise shopping for food and medica-
tions? I’ve used trusty online Ocado for grocery de-
liveries for years – but try getting a delivery slot now! 
Instead, our fantastic local Covid-19 support group, 
with its zone captains and volunteers, is doing a grand 
job of making sure everyone who is self-isolating has 
food and meds, and our local shops and pubs are step-
ping up too. At times like this we realise how fortunate 
we are to have such a strong community.

How to keep in touch with family and friends? 
I’m lucky in that I can do email and social media to 
keep in touch with my family. I’m all WhatsApped and 
Zoomed up, and I’ve had more Skype chats with my 
grandchildren than ever in their collective lives. They’ll 
soon get fed up of talking to Granny so I must talk to 
them one at a time.

How to keep busy? Instead of clearing out the sock 
drawer again, I’m getting to know the Green Goddess 
– no, not George’s old tractor – the 1980s exercise 
guru now on YouTube. Until our supreme leader says 
otherwise, I go for a walk in the gorgeous sunshine and 
hear bird song and no traffic. The Castle Grounds are 
on our doorstep and perfect for a walk without going 
near anyone else. The days are lengthening, the sun 
is shining, spring bulbs are everywhere, and bursting 
buds on the trees are a sign that life goes on. 

Most of us have gardens, however small. I’ve 
sowed honeywort, cosmos, scabious and nicotiana 
seeds to blast my tiny patch in the summer with colour 
and scent. I’ve started listening – really listening – to 
music, instead of having background audio wallpaper. 

I can take only so much of the daily depressing 
news, so how to keep entertained? I was looking 
forward to a trip to Berlin but online virtual tours of art 
galleries and museums and a shelf full of music CDs 
and DVDs are a good substitute. I was never a fan 
of cruises but do you fancy a trip on the Coronavirus 
Princess? (Oops, sorry, bad taste!)

I confess that I had become an idle cook, relying 
on ready meals and instant convenient shopping. Now 
everything is precious and I’m back cooking meals for 
my tiny freezer. I had a thought while working out how 
many meals I could prepare without doing any shop-
ping: do I really need five sorts of salad dressings in 
the fridge? And do supermarkets really sell 60 lines of 
sausages? Seen from Mars, it sounds mad.

We’ve had 75 years of peace and growing prosper-
ity and we think it’s our right to have just what we want, 
right now. Is this a wake-up call from Gaia telling us to 
stop our selfish over-consumption and live a simpler 
lifestyle? Maybe it’s the only way the planet will survive.

One thing has got me stumped: how am I going 
to cut my own hair for the next 12 weeks? Answers, 
please, on a postcard – through my letterbox.

And a funny to leave you with: a ‘Mother’s Day 
and Gift Card in One’ from my son: ‘Two hours of non-
judgemental technical support, extended to unlimited 
virtual – after all you taught me how to use a spoon’. 
‘Nuff said, and I can’t wait to give them all a hug.

Mary Robinson 
robimary@gmail.com

NOTES FROM A SMALL GARDEN

Although the closure of our pubs and loss 
of livelihoods for hospitality workers is top 
of the mind for us pub landlords it does not 
compare with the stress, illness and loss of life 
caused by this terrible epidemic. Usually when 
disaster strikes in this country the pub is the 
place to go and keep up our spirits and often 
forms the hub from which support is given. 
But when social interaction is hastening the 
spread of the coronavirus then pubs, football 
and rugby matches, theatres, and festivals all 
go by the board in the effort to slow down the 
spread of the disease so that, hopefully, the 
NHS can cope.

At the time of writing the government is trying to 
help hospitality businesses with the availability of loans 
as well as the removal of business rates. Whilst the 
latter is welcome it is unlikely that pub landlords will 
want to borrow to cover the lack of cash coming in. 

G L

Loans have to be repaid and the future is very 
uncertain. The biggest cost in the hospitality 
business is labour and the government must 
guarantee workers significantly more than 
statutory sick pay or basic redundancy pay. I 
hope that by the time you read this something 
will have been done.

By the end of February Brits had paid as 
much beer duty as the Germans will in the 
whole of 2020 – despite the Germans drink-
ing about double the amount. Beer duty is 
11 times higher in the UK than in Spain. The 
take in taxes from pubs has been massive 
over the years – now is the time to show that 

the country values our workers in the hospitality busi-
ness – it’s payback time!

Grumpy Landlord
Grumpylandlord1@gmail.com

TALES FROM THE PUMP

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
http://robimary@gmail.com
mailto:Grumpylandlord1@gmail.com
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Your Local Stove Supplier  

 Visit our Showroom at  
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH  
(opposite Jewson) 
 
T: 01295 253936 
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk 
W: www.ironandwood.co.uk 

Local, Professional IT Support 
& Rural Computer Services

You're very welcome to drop in to our workshop: 

01869 352002

www.computer-pro.co.uk

hello@computer-pro.co.uk

Fast response & flexible call-outs 

Small & Micro 
Business

Home

The Old Forge Building, North Green, Kirtlington, OX5 3JZ 

Delivering expert, friendly & reliable IT Support & Services to 
North Oxon's small businesses & homes for over 15 years. 

Your outsourced IT department

Software & cloud 
services deployment

Hardware/network 
setup & management

Active/remote system 
monitoring

Telephone support 
& remote access

Wireless & coverage 
solutions

Troubleshooting, 
repairs & upgrades

Virus & malware 
removal & protection

Smart & mobile devices 
setup & sync

Website development (design, building, SEO & analytics) 

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We now offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound 
care for 2-4 year olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast 
Club and 3-6pm After School Club. 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work 
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-esteem 
and social skills.
• Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds
• Now offering the new 30-hours gov-funded childcare
• A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff together with 

parents

Nursery:    01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH

Deddington Parnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247 
Charity No: 1117963

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 
Charity No: 1100275
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I thought it would be great to write an entire NfC without 
mentioning the current difficulties we are all facing. 
Then I realised how difficult, if not downright impos-
sible and largely missing the point of this column if I 
did so – but more of that later.

Quizzes at the Duck continued, with honours being 
spread around democratically as previous winners 
enjoy a barren patch but fun being had and good, 
interesting food abounding. Glad to say Quizmeister 
David has yet to be seen after his self-isolation follow-
ing a Northern Italy skiing trip following the last one.

Thames Water had arranged a community meeting 
with curious (and bloomin’ angry) residents hopefully 
to explain to us all what they were going to do to make 
the drains work as designed. However this may be 
wishful thinking as they could just turn up and say it’s 
all the fault of Climate Change and George. That would 
certainly be, if not fun, a meeting to remember as many 
of us are ready to go to bat and put them straight.

Sadly this group activity, like so many, has fallen 
by the Covid-19 wayside. (I prefer the nomenclature 
Covid-19 for a number of reasons: it’s less typing than 
Corona Virus and it reminds us there could be a Covid 
20, 21, 22.) So what we’re learning now we need to 
hold on to. Someone commented it’s as if the Earth, 
Mother Nature has sent us to our rooms to think about 
what we have done.

In this vein a big shout out to Tei for distributing 
the leaflet offering support to our vulnerable and self-
isolating as part of the magnificent effort starting in 
Candleford. This correspondent had already been 
in contact with the vulnerable known to him but this 
wider reach is a great show. The virus has halted the 
entertainment promised by the Thames Water meeting 
mentioned above and Una Stubbs’ early April season 
start with handicapped cup competitions must surely 
be under threat, although I suspect they are taking their 
lead from the IOC and Japan’s Olympic committee. 

Lower Larkrise has to my sure knowledge one GP-
diagnosed case, leaving local luxury car makers and 
health providers reeling from the absence of the two 
co-habitees from work. Social distancing has been 
much in evidence with various conversations being 
held from the road to first floor windows and from 
across the street. The Clifton Book Club took social dis-
tancing to a new virtual height being on Zoom (a much 
more reasonable alternative to the money grabbing 
Skype for video conferencing platform) although one 
contributor not quite getting the point did walk to his 
nearest hostelry before joining in, but this last visit did 
elicit a reward as the premises was seeking to offload 
some ‘produce’ likely to be out of date when it next 
opened. This largesse is now available to neighbours 
when the host’s garage is open then negating the need 
to meet each other when grabbing a pint. Anyone who 
knows the host’s full name and favourite sports team 
is welcome to bring a container and join in.

As usual if you have more news then isend it to 
me, at Martindnbryce@gmail.com, saving me the 
bother of making this all up – which I’m happy to do if 
it entertains anyone for five minutes of the loneliness 
of self isolation.

NEWS FROM CLIFTON

Great things were 
planned for the 8 May 
VE Bank Holiday in 
Deddington but sadly 
had to be postponed 

until perhaps 15 August for VJ Day. A piper playing 
on the church tower before a Union Flag ceremony at 
3.00pm, a children’s tea party and an evening ‘knees 
up’ for all the family in the Market Place were all on the 
agenda. Don Walker, who was 11, remembers tears 
in 1945; tears of relief that it was all over in Europe 
and tears for the families of the 13 men who would 
not return. The DOL Gallery has the sole photographic 
record of the day. Clifton folk held a fancy dress parade 
led by a young drummer boy and Britannia with a host 
of other characters in her train. See the DOL Gallery, 
WW2 Album, VE Day 1945 – Clifton Residents.  Let us 
be optimistic and look forward to celebrating in August.

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
mailto:Martindnbryce@gmail.com
http://robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com
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Working in Deddington & 
surrounding villages for more 

than 20 years. 
 

084328953
31
08432 895331 / 07890 228627

17 MARKET STREET  
WOODSTOCK 

Wed - Friday  
10.30 - 5.30   

Saturday & Sunday  
10.00 - 4.00 

Showcasing established and emerging artists and makers  
working with integrity and imagination within the disciplines of  

FINE ART  I  CRAFT  I  DESIGN 
the gallery offers a warm welcome and relaxed atmosphere  

to help you create bespoke decorated living spaces 
share our passion for the unique, the handmade and the beautiful

www.darleandthebear.co.uk
please visit our website for our regular exhibitions and events 

Darl-e and the Bear
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Holiday Cottage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A delightful cottage situated in this pretty village. Sleeps 
five people, having one single and two double bedrooms. 
Fully equipped kitchen, enclosed private garden, lounge 

diner with wood burning stove. 
A short walk from the Market Place shops, pubs & 

restaurants, and close to the open countryside. 
 

Steps Cottage 
St Thomas Street, Deddington, OX15 0SY 

Tel : 07929 607363 
Email :Info@stepsdeddington.co.uk 

Website : www.stepsdeddington.co.uk 

S 

On The Road Again – Neighbourhood Plan 
Mark 2
In our last dispatch in DN we explained that the 
government-appointed examiner had ripped the guts 
out of the neighbourhood plan which we had taken 
several years and numerous consultations with the 
parish to produce. This left the steering group in a 
quandary. Should we hold our noses and put the plan 
as rewritten by the examiner to a referendum? Should 
we abandon it completely? Or should we have another 
go and produce a new plan that might meet the wishes 
of parishioners and pass muster with a new examiner?

With the backing of the parish council, we decided 
on the third option – try again. To this end we have 
appointed a planning consultant with an impressive 
record of seeing neighbourhood plans through to the 
finishing line and we have secured more funds from 
the Locality Agency to help fund it all. Our consultant 
has started work already, advising us how we might 
remodel the policies that fell foul of the examiner while 
still retaining their original intention. 

The biggest change from the previous plan is the 
likely decision to allocate sites for development. This 
is a delicate business since most residents will have a 
cherished vista or neighbouring field that they’ll want 

to preserve and no two people from different ends of 
the village are likely to agree. Here the consultant will 
be a great help, dispassionately basing selections on 
planning considerations, sustainability, environmental 
and landscape priorities, and whether the landowner 
is ready to fall in with community wishes and needs 
– in short the kind of evidence examiners would find 
it difficult to ignore.

Next, we consult the parish again on the new 
direction the plan is taking, in particular on the draft 
allocation of sites. This time we’ll aim to work hand in 
glove with CDC so that our neighbourhood plan will 
be in harmony with CDC’s projected Local Plan part 2 
and in the hope that we can look to them for support 
in making our case to the new examiner.

With luck we hope to have a plan ready for submis-
sion in March next year. That might be optimistic in light 
of the current crisis. In fact all of this may seem a bit 
academic at the moment but we have to be confident 
that it is worthwhile planning for the best possible 
future for Deddington.

Helen Oldfield
helenmoldfield@yahoo.co.uk

www.deddingtonneighourhoodplan.org

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced 
Hearing Aid Audiologist and has been 
working in the Banbury area for the past 
five years. She has built up a strong 
reputation and has helped hundreds of local people 
to improve their hearing, health and wellbeing.

‘I’m looking forward to welcoming you 
all into my clinic and helping with your 
hearing health needs’

What we offer:
l Complimentary hearing assessment
l State of the art hearing technology
l Friendly, impartial advice
l Earwax removal with micro-suction
l Bespoke hearing protection for shooting, 

motorcyclists and musicians

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk
tel: 01869 254 019 | 07932 352 298  
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk
address: Ashcroft Therapy Centre,  
Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW

SJB HEARING COMPANY LTDSJB HEARING COMPANY LTD
‘Where your hearing comes first’

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
mailto:helenmoldfield@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.deddingtonneighourhoodplan.org
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C.A. Berger
Painting & Decorating
Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial
Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance

Mobile 
07875 212315
Office Tel/Fax 

01295 738633
Email: 

claytonaberger@gmail.com

Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaaon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

FREELANCEFREELANCE FREELANCEFREELANCE
SECRETARY / ADMINISTRATORSECRETARY / ADMINISTRATOR 

Confidential - Efficient - Reliable 
No job too small. 

Ever wondered how you can clear that mountain of  
paperwork or get a document typed up without employing a 
full-time secretary?  Wonder no more... 
I am an experienced, self-employed Secretary/Administrator 
with a good knowledge of Microsoft. 
Excellent audio/copy typing and administration skills  
including medical terminology. 
I can help with a one-off document or carry out work as and 
when required from my office, your office or your home . 

Please call or email for further information: 
Tel: 01869 338543 or 07583 724917 

she.heywood@gmail.com 

PICTURE FRAMING
Adderbury

u Expert advice on all your framing

u Art and photo framing

u Fast turnaround

u By appointment only

Please contact Chris Tout

07460 226974
chriswtout@gmail.com

T H E   T H E R A P I S T

Psychotherapy, Hypnotherapy  
Counselling

For All Anxieties 
Addiction, Eating Patterns 
Fears & Phobias. P T S D 

Self-esteem & Confidence issues 
Quit smoking. Sleep patterns

S U S I   B A R B E R   CertHypCSMHS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
email: mrs.barber.email@gmail.com 

The Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington 
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‘I’m an ABC drinker – anything but 
chardonnay!’ There was a time when 
what is probably the world’s most 
famous white grape variety was 
subjected to this sort of abuse in 
pubs and restaurants. Wine drinkers 
side-stepped this fabulous grape and 
moved to other varieties. Pinot Grigio 
benefited, as did the ubiquitous Sau-
vignon Blanc.

Sadly, many never went back and 
have shunned Chardonnay complete-
ly. It is still not uncommon to hear ‘I love Chablis, but 
not Chardonnay’ from those who are not aware that 
the crisp, clean citrus and floral flavours of Chablis 
come from Chardonnay.

It was the Australians and the Americans who 
pushed the trend for rich vanilla, over-oaked, cream 
flavoured Chardonnay which, although it has its place 
(with a curry or Thai meal), put people off. This style 
went out of fashion some time ago, but the damage 
was done and the grape’s reputation was forever 
tarnished.

 It’s time to persuade those who abandoned it to 
try it again. The glory of this grape is its versatility and 
ability to produce varied, but fabulous, wines in multi-
ple different regions and climates. It is the backbone 
for Champagne, the star of white Burgundy and also 
produces complex and different wines in South Africa, 
Argentina, New Zealand, Chile, Australia, the UK – in 
fact, virtually everywhere white wine grapes are grown.

If you are looking at the very top end of white 
wines you are going to pay a fortune and will probably 
be buying white burgundy. For wines like Bonneau 
du Martray’s Corton-Charlemagne, Jean-Noel Gag-

WINE TIME
nard’s Bâtard-Montrachet or Lafon’s 
Meursault-Charmes you will be paying 
between £50 and £250 a bottle depend-
ing on the year. They are extraordinary 
but prohibitively expensive. If you are 
interested try old school wine merchants 
like Berry Brothers, Justerini & Brooks 
or Corney and Barrow. 

As you go into more acceptable price 
levels, while staying in France, Char-
donnays from the Mâconnais region 
are often the best value for money. The 

Wine Society’s own label white Burgundy at £10 is very 
good indeed. Also try Louis Jadot from Tesco at £10, 
or Waitrose Macon-Village Lugny at £12. 

Moving to the New World, a good, rich but not 
over-oaked Chardonnay is Villa Maria Chardonnay 
from New Zealand at about £12 and available in a lot 
of places. Jordon Unoaked Chardonnay from Stel-
lenbosch in South Africa, from Slurp at £12, mimics 
Chablis with lime, lemon, and apricot flavours. For a 
slightly richer, but fruity, wine go for Dark Horse Char-
donnay at around £9 (Waitrose, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, 
and Ocado). Chile is another good source of lightly 
oaked and excellent Chardonnay – most supermarkets 
stock a version at the £8 to £10 range and they are 
well worth exploring.

There is, literally, a world of wonderful Chardonnay 
wines out there. If you are one of those who aban-
doned Chardonnay, when it seemed to personify too 
much vanilla and cream from the overuse of oak in its 
production, then try it again. Forgive it the sins of the 
past and search out the lighter styles and you will not 
be disappointed. 

Charles Elvin Charles.elvin@btopenworld.com

Stay healthy and respectful of others at all 
times and we can emerge from this crisis 
wiser and stronger than ever. I write this 
plea to you perching atop my mighty toilet 
roll temple sanctuary like a stir-crazy Donkey 
Kong, periodically emerging only to scav-
enge for food, not, of course, before mari-
nating myself top to toe in an alcohol-based 
sanitising gel. Should I have to leave the 
homestead entirely, I contemplate whether 
to rock the Hazmat suit today or the rather 
more fetching trench coat and beaked plague mask 
filled with Class A – I mean, aromatic spices.

Whilst looking out for each other, we also need 
some acclimatising to this strange new state of affairs. 
Social isolation will feel almost physically painful to 
some of us so we need some stimulation if we can’t 
let off steam in pubs, clubs, cafés or gyms. Although 

you may not have to resort to building a scale 
model of the Tower of Babel out of lollipop 
sticks after all. Rather than asking ‘What the 
heck am I going to do at home for months?’ 
you need to ask ‘What am I always saying 
I’m too busy to fit in?’

The internet can teach us how to paint 
watercolours, meditate, rebuild a car engine 
or send explicit memes to our boss under 
a liquor cloud; let’s not waste its unlimited 
potential in our many hours of coming need. 

We can use this unexpected downtime to become 
the people we’d always hoped we’d be and build a 
better world together when the world returns to some 
semblance of normality again. Of course if the Wi-Fi’s 
down it’s game over.

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

BLISSFUL THINKING

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
mailto:Charles.elvin@btopenworld.com
http://aaronjbliss@hotmail.com
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All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

www.cnglass.co.uk
ENERGY & VISION THE FUTURE OF GLASS TECHNOLOGY

EMAIL: info@cnglass.co.uk
WEB: www.cnglass.co.uk

•	Glass	and	Glazing	Specialists

•		Toughened	Safety	Glass	&	Sealed	Glass	
Units	Manufactured	in	our	workshop

•		Installers	of	Bespoke	High	Quality		
Windows	&	Doors	in	PVCu	–	Timber	–	Aluminium

FOR A QUOTE CALL: 

					01295	263364     
OR CALL IN AT OUR BANBURY SHOWROOM
Norton House, Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1SD

TOUGHENED
GLASS

CALL	US	WITH	YOUR	ENQUIRY

C N Glass is a single source Glazing Contractor offering a
Complete Service for all Glass and Glazing products from 

initial design consultation through processing, 
manufacture and installation.

SECONDARY	DOUBLE	GLAZING				GLASS	BALUSTRADING				MIRRORS				
LEADED	GLASS				SHELVES	&	TABLE	TOPS				PAINTED	SPLASHBACKS				

COMPOSITE	DOORS

Registered Number 
CMS6046 
Insulated Glass Units
EN1279 Parts 1-2-3

See our reviews

TIMBER WINDOWS & DOORS

We provide a trusted, dependable, 
professional and experienced 
service to homeowners, architects 
and contractors.

We take pride in installing the best 
quality products on the market for 
Windows, Doors, Conservatories 
and Glass Buildings in UPVC, 
Aluminium and Timber.

With over 45 years experience in 
the glass industry and directly 
employing all of our knowledgeable 
and skilled tradespeople, C N Glass 
have become a leading glass and 
glazing service in Oxfordshire
and the Cotswolds area. 

Come	and	visit	our	showroom	to	
see	our	full	range	of	services.
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FROM CHRISTOPHER HALL,
DEDDINGTON
The May Fu 2 restaurant closed 
on Saturday 29 February. After 30 
years it was a sad day for Michael 
Lim and his staff, and the countless 
customers who have come to rely on 
them for takeaway dishes, as well 
as eat-in meals, particularly the eat-
as-much-as-you-like Sunday buffet 
lunches. (For one man at least the 
takeaways were his fall-back when it was his turn to 
cook). Where else in Deddington could you phone 
through your choice from a menu of 100 full-of-taste 
dishes, and walk round within 15 minutes to collect 
your ready-to-eat hot meal? Unbeatable fast food! 
The complimentary prawn crackers were as good as 
any anywhere. 

Sixty-six reviewers on Tripadvisor gave May Fu 2 
an average 80% approval. Chinese restaurants can 
be judged by whether they are patronised by Chinese 
diners. May Fu 2 was the venue our Chinese friends 
chose to celebrate family reunions, even Chinese 
New Year, enjoying discussing with Michael the extra 
special dishes he could serve. 

‘A Very British History’ on TV in February told the 
story of how Chinese chefs enlivened the culinary 
scene as Britain emerged from the plain fare of 
post-war austerity. Michael is recovering from major 
surgery. May Fu 2 customers may like to say thank 
you by donating to Cancer Research UK https://www.
cancerresearchuk.org.

FROM PETER GARRETT, CORNWALL
The Late Edith Garrett Of Hempton
We would like to thank all the people of Deddington, 
Hempton, Clifton, the Barfords and beyond who at-
tended the funeral of our wonderful mother, Edith Gar-

rett. We feel very humble and at the 
same time proud that Mum was so 
liked, respected and remembered.

She was an amazing lady and 
mother who lived independently to 
the great age of 95. It was also a 
great comfort to us that the Revd 
Paula made the service so special.

Thank you also for all the cards 
and words of support that we re-
ceived. We are sorry not to have 

been able to thank you all individually on the day but 
time went so quickly.

Mum will be very sadly missed but we have many 
lovely memories of her.

Peter, Andrew, Caroline and Jackie

FROM BEN WILLIAMS, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS, 
DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
At the time of writing, Coronavirus is building up but 
the primary school is still open and supporting Ded-
dington’s children.

I would just like to ask the Deddington community 
to recognise the extraordinary work that Clive Evans 
and his team has put in to ensure that Deddington’s 
children have been able to continue with their educa-
tion in a safe and welcoming school while all this has 
been going on.

The entire school team, from Mr Evans through the 
teachers, teaching assistants, and volunteer helpers, 
have got behind the work to keep the school doors 
open, and they’ve shown great professionalism and 
commitment in really difficult circumstances. Regard-
less of how the Coronavirus outbreak develops while 
the DN goes to print, this community is lucky to have 
such a dedicated team and we owe them our thanks.

LETTERS

Please address all letters to:
JILL CHEESEMAN

37 THE DAEDINGS, DEDDINGTON
letters@deddingtonnews.co.uk

and include your name and address
even if they are not for publication

It has been a busy term. The PFSU children loved 
exploring the camper van that came to visit, and 
spent a spring morning enjoying the Castle Grounds. 
Nursery has welcomed a number of new children who 
have been having fun learning about minibeasts by 
observing worms and caterpillars.

Sadly, due to current circumstances, the PFSU 
and Nursery are closed until further notice, with the 
exception of our children with parents designated as 
key workers. We thank everyone for their support and 
hope to see you all again very soon.

Lucy Squires
01869 337484

PFSU AND NURSERY

NEWS FROM HEMPTON
We just get over all the issues with Brexit and now 
we have Covid-19. While this awful virus is going on, 
please make sure you look out for any elderly or vulner-
able neighbours that might need help with shopping, 
picking up of prescriptions or just a cup of tea and a 
chat. You can also contact the Hempton WhatsApp 
Group on 07818 697752 to get any messages to 
people who can help. 

Friday’s monthly Pub Night and Sunday’s ‘Eat, 
Pray, Live!’ are cancelled although some church ser-
vices will be online – visit www.deddingtonchurch.org 
and follow the ‘Church TV’ link. 

If you have anything you would like to put into the 
Deddington News, please let me know before the 10th 
of each month. It would be nice to have a few more 
things added to the column. Thank you.

Ingrid Robey
Ingoflamingo16@yahoo.co.uk

07973 632448

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org
www.deddingtonchurch.org
mailto:Ingoflamingo16@yahoo.co.uk
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David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Visit www.deddington.org.uk and explore 
44 years of the Deddington News, find out 
how to advertise with us, or travel back in 

time with old photographs in the Gallery and 
History sections. PLUS much more

TheDeddington News

CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

 

 

 
 

 16 High Street
Bodicote
OX15 4BS

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

Kempster Place, Philcote St, Deddington, OX15 0TB

www.forgedandfound.com

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, or to view our stock,
drop in during the farmers market

when the workshops are open
or contact Alex for an appointment
07779 256639          alex1moss@hotmail.com

Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 
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WELL REMEMBERED
Edith Garrett 1925–2020

Edith, a Derbyshire lass, was born in 1925 in Ches-
terfield, the only daughter of Elizabeth (Lizzie) and 
Forbes Minty, a policeman. She had two siblings, an 
older half-brother, Syd, and a younger brother, George. 
Edith left school at 14 in the summer of 1939 and went 
to work as an apprentice seamstress for John Turner’s 
department store in Chesterfield. 

Aged 17 Edith had to make a big decision between 
compulsory military service or war work. Her mother 
would certainly have reminded Edith that war work 
would probably mean working 12-hour shifts at the 
local Robinson’s cotton mill where hundreds of girls, 
each in charge of mending broken threads on three 
weaving machines, turned out miles of bandages. In 
the summer the mill shed doors would be open and 
the noise from the machines was overwhelming to 
those walking by. The girls couldn’t chat – they used 
sign language.

Edith chose military service in the Womens Auxil-
iary Air Force whose members were known as WAAFs. 
After training she was posted to a bomber airfield on 
the east coast which would have been in the restricted 
coastal zone of Lincolnshire. It was during this time 
that she met Ken and they were made for each other.

When Edith was interviewed on TV for the local 
news in the parish church some ten years ago she 
wore Ken’s medals as she spoke about her time 
in the WAAF and Ken’s time in the RAF.  She also 
spoke about the great sadness of how many aircraft, 
having fought bravely on their missions and returning 
damaged to the airfield, would crash on landing and 
how sad was he loss of so many lives, often of the 
very young.

Ken returned from his missions safely and, after 
the war ended, Edith and Ken married on 15  February 
1947 in the parish church of St Mary and All Saints in 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, (the church with the famous 
crooked spire) during the winter of very heavy snow!

They came to live in Aynho as Ken was a signalman 
on the Great Western Railway at Aynho Junction, and 
family life started with Peter born in 1948. A few years 
later they moved to 1 Castle Street in Deddington and 
in 1953 Andrew was born.

In 1961, Ken bought the news agency from the 
Franklins and in 1965 the family moved to the Post 
Office with Ken as sub postmaster and Edith as sub 
postmistress. The whole family was involved and 
Sundays were particularly long and busy as all the 
newspapers had to be delivered round the outlying 
villages. The family has happy memories of this time 
and Edith loved the children coming to choose their 
sweets from the vast range of jars lining the counter 
and wall. 

Edith and Ken retired in 1985 and moved to Hemp-
ton, where Ken sadly died in 1991. Edith managed 
to settle into life on her own and enjoyed the garden 
which Ken had helped to get sorted. Over the years 
she took much pleasure in going to WI meetings and 
out on their day trips, continuing to make many friends.

Edith enjoyed eating out locally and visits from the 
family brought her much joy, including the annual holi-
days in St Ives where she stayed with her son Peter 
and his wife Caroline. Andrew would drive halfway 
down with Edith, meeting for lunch with Peter, and 
Edith would continue the journey with him, reversing 
this arrangement two weeks later.

Edith kept as active as she could and only a few 
days before she died she was smiling as she made 
her way down the stairlift that had just been installed.  

Edith lived a long and happy life and she will be 
very sadly missed by family and friends.

Interesting Times
We’re all going to be spending a lot more 
time at home.  So this month’s recipe is 
designed for homestyle comfort.
Ham and Kale Colcannon - from Nigel 
Slater’s Eat
Serves 3-4
500g large floury potatoes
250g leeks
2 handfuls of kale
150ml hot milk
Thick slice of butter
250g thick-cut cooked ham

Peel the potatoes, cut into large chunks and cook 
in boiling water. Slice the leeks and fry in butter until 
soft but not coloured. Steam the kale and drain. When 
the potatoes are soft enough to mash, drain, then beat 
to a fluff either with a potato masher and a wooden 

DEDDINGTON FARMERS MARKET
spoon or in a food mixer. Beat in the hot milk 
and the butter. Tear up the ham, chop the 
kale and fold them into the potato, together 
with the cooked leeks.  Season with salt and 
black pepper and serve.

If you have any leftovers you can pat the 
mixture into small cakes. Toss them lightly 
in flour, then fry in butter and oil until a crisp 
crust has appeared underneath. Turn them 

tenderly and cook the other side.  Serve on their own 
or with a fried egg on top.

Obviously we don’t know when the next market 
will be so stay in touch through the market webpage, 
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk.

Ian Willox 01869 337940
ian.willox@btconnect.com

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
http://www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk
http://an.willox@btconnect.com
mary
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A warm welcome awaits you
A beautiful Residential Home located in a busy 
country village with a pretty cottage garden. 
Featherton specialises 
in Residential Care and 
offers Respite Care.
Please give us a call to 
discuss your needs and 
arrange a visit.

F E A T H E R T O N  H O U S E
R e t i r e m e n t  H o m e

01869 338259
www.wrenretirementliving.co.uk

Ox ford Lime 
Mortar

CONSERVATION OF BUILDINGS
USING TRADITIONAL LIME PRODUCTS

Repointing, replastering and
specialist repairs to older buildings

JOHN GUEST
01865 373273 / 07788 577351

www.olmuk.com

Repointing, replastering and

Email: info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk 

Website: www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk 

Duns Tew Kitchens 
Call us now on 01869 340429 or 01908 505658 
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NEW
TELEPHONE SUPPORT SERVICE

FOR OLDER PEOPLE
A new telephone support service has been launched 
by Age UK Oxfordshire, offering advice and 
assistance to older people concerned during this time.

Call 01865 411 288, leave your name 
and phone number and you will get a 
call back as soon as possible.
Assistance includes a friendly, weekly call to see how 
you are and to problem-solve if you are facing 
practical problems.

We have had a busy month here at the 
Primary School, much of it focused on 
reading and books. On 5 March we 
celebrated World Book Day by bring-
ing in our favourite stories and books 
to share with friends and teachers. 
We love reading and always make the 
most of every opportunity to celebrate 
books. Our Scholastic Book Fair took 
place during World Book Day week 
when we sold books to the amazing 
value of almost £1,000. Sixty percent of the money 
raised will come back to us to buy books for class-
rooms and our much-loved Secret Reading Garden. 
Our Sponsored Read event was equally successful 
and our love of stories, adventures, information, poetry 
continues to grow day by day.

It seems appropriate at this point to thank our lovely 
Pets-As-Therapy dog, Copper, and his owner for their 
continued support in hearing readers every week. 
We would also like to thank our dedicated volunteer 
readers who give their time on a weekly basis to hear 
children read. 

Year 2 had a fascinating trip to St John’s House Mu-
seum in Warwick, taking part in immersive workshops 
to deepen and enrich their knowledge of the Victorian 
era. The children loved the Victorian classroom and 

hands-on experience in the laundry. 
Year 5 experienced a Tudor day, which 
culminated in a banquet of bread, cheese 
and Tudor Jumbles (rosewater biscuits). 
It was led by a person from ‘History off 
the Page’ and was made possible by a 
generous class donation from our won-
derful PTA.

In sport years 5 and 6 children took 
part in a hockey tournament.

Early in March we had a visitor who led 
a Fairtrade Assembly for the whole school. She talked 
about her life in Africa to increase our understanding 
of the meaning of Fairtrade. Children made cakes 
at home and brought them into school to sell at the 
end of the day raising slightly more than £200 in aid 
of Fairtrade. Thank you to everyone who supported 
this event, either by making cakes or by buying them 
to take home.

Now we are preparing for Easter. During our Key 
Stage assemblies we celebrated Shrove Tuesday and 
Ash Wednesday. We have also been creating prayer 
stations in church to prepare for Easter during this 
important period of Lent.

We would like to wish you all a very happy Easter.
Denise Welch

dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
dwel3954%40deddington.oxon.sch.uk
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Whether you are an experienced landlord or 
just starting out, we can help you.
Call us now for a free market appraisal.
01295 276766

Richard Goodwin
Office Manager

Julia Nash
Letting Department 
Manager

finders.co.uk

Edd Frost & Daughters
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury

‘Where caring comes first’

We 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk

Proud to serve the families of Deddington & surrounding villages

Dedicated & Caring Advice
Private Chapel of Rest

24 Hour Service

Monumental Masonry

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

We have now moved to:
14 Canada Close, 

Banbury, OX16 2RT
36 Timms Road, 

Banbury, OX16 9DN
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Our annual curry night on 25 February went well with 
a good turnout and great food and service from Mr 
Chaudhry and his team at Bengal Spice. We would 
like to thank everyone who came and also those 
who didn’t but were still kind enough to donate to the 
cause. As ever it wouldn’t have been possible without 
Mr Chaudhry’s generosity and we would like to thank 
him and his staff at Bengal Spice who are so sup-
portive of our community. We hope that the current 
Coronavirus crisis will not affect our village businesses 
too adversely and appeal to everyone to continue 

supporting them as Deddington is lucky to have such 
thriving community.

We’ll be running our photo competition again this 
year with the winning entries making it into our 2021 
Deddington parish calendar. So take time to go through 
your recent pictures and let us hope you are able to 
start taking new ones this summer. As before please 
send high res pics of the parish at 300dpi, at least 5Mb 
files, in landscape format to abw@brynwilliams.com 
or drop your entries off on a CD/DVD at the library. 
Thank you.

Bryn Williams

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
www.FriendsofDeddingtonLibrary.org

Deddington has supported Traidcraft strongly since 
1993, when Elizabeth Tothill hosted a monthly sale in 
her house in High Street until she left for Malta in 2000.

In March 2002 Canon Hugh Marshall started 
Deddington Fairtraders with an open day at their home. 
In September that year he set up the first Traidcraft 
stall in the church during the farmers’ market. The stall 
has been there every month since then until February 
this year, taking on average £200 in 200 minutes. In 
2009 Hugh held the first pre-Christmas Traidcraft open 
day in church, and that was kept going each year until 
2018. For this the Fairtraders laid out £1,000 buying 
100 sample crafts from the Traidcraft catalogue, and 
offering 10% discount, attracted orders worth well over 
£1,000 on the day.

With the unflagging help of Diana the stock was 
kept in the Marshall’s garage, sharing the space 
with all the other things which fill garages. As Hugh’s 
health failed, the stock was moved to a small garage 
at The Knowle, where Viviane Hall became the stock 
controller, as well as book-keeper, with Christopher 
as porter and publicist. The monthly market stall was 
staffed by Viviane, Diana Marshall, Kath Morris and 
Anny Sharman; for many years Kath also staffed a 

stall each month at the Barford market. Between the 
monthly markets, Viviane has filled a steady flow of 
individual orders, benefitting from Traidcraft’s ‘Top 
Fairtrader’ status.

Sadly the market stall has now been surrendered 
as no-one with the energy, strength and time needed 
had volunteered who could make the monthly com-
mitment.

In the 18 years since 2002 Deddington Fairtrad-
ers has turned over nearly £107,000. From this over 
£3,000 has been paid to the church (in lieu of rent), and 
nearly £6,000 to Traidcraft Exchange, the charity which 
helps Traidcraft’s producers increase their income.

Even though the Traidcraft stall will no longer be 
at the market, Viviane is happy to continue to take 
orders for the wide range of Fairtrade foods, crafts and 
domestic products available from Traidcraft, saving in-
dividual customers the postage payable when placing 
online orders. Catalogues are available from her at The 
Knowle, Philcote Street, Deddington, Banbury OX15 
OTB - 01869 338225 - email: vmhall1990@gmail.com.

Christopher Hall
achall@globalnet.co.uk

STILL FIGHTING POVERTY THROUGH TRADE

WHAT DO YOU MISS?
During this period of minimal social contact or, 
in some instances, total isolation, apart from the 
obvious things such as separation from family and 
friends and the suspension of normal life, what are 
the surprising and silly little things that you miss? 
Panic over not being able to get a haircut?  The 
usual sounds of a busy village?  Not enough choco-
late?
Let us know what odd or unexpected things you 
miss. Email to editor@deddington news.co.uk.

STAGECOACH TIMETABLE CHANGES 
Following the government and public health advice 
to stay at home and only travel if your journey is es-
sential, Stagecoach has made temporary revisions to 
services and timetables which are now in operation 
for key workers.
To make sure you have the most up to date informa-
tion, please check their website for service updates. 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/about/oxfordshire. 
They encourage passengers to use contactless cards 
for paying to reduce the need for contact. 

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
mailto:abw@brynwilliams.com
http://achall@globalnet.co.uk
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Foot Health Practitioner
Rosie Burland DipCFHP, MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or  
Home Visits by Appointment

Tel: 07500 029727
Web:  www.deddingtonfoothealth.co.uk

Email: deddingtonfoothealth@gmail.com

Professional and caring services 
including:

Nail trimming and filing, treatment for 
thickened and fungal nails, corns, callus, 
ingrown nails, verrucae and diabetic foot care

All instruments are sterilised 
in an autoclave
Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners

DBS checked (formerly known as CRB)

Award-winning hair stylists now firmly 
established in Deddington as an 

exciting hair venture with a vibrant, 
fresh, home-from-home feel

Polka Dots provides the whole service: colours, 
cuts, wedding hair, make-up and makeovers

Come and visit us for a warm, friendly 
experience with qualified hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio 
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522 
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Make-up artist  
and beautician at 
Polka Dots Hair Design 
07920 091380
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CALLING ALL CLUBS
Photographic Society
The renowned portrait photographer Donald MacLellan 
spoke about his life and work. Hailing from the West 
Highlands, a move to London set him on a career path 
in the area of medical photography but he used day 
release educational opportunities to focus on portrai-
ture. Hard work and persistence enabled him to secure 
images in the Evening Standard and Marie Claire. 

Donald’s first solo exhibition, Black Power, for the 
National Portrait Gallery in 1998 was a look at role 
models for young black people in politics, the arts 
and science. The two-year project included stunning 
portraits of Sir Lenny Henry, Sir Trevor Phillips and 
Bill Morris and began to redress the lack of diversity 
represented in the Gallery. His next studio-based com-
mission, Tartan Army, was for Empire magazine, focus-
ing on Scottish actors including Tilda Swinton, Ewan 
Macgregor and Robert Carlyle. The UK Film Council’s 
Want to See More of Me? exhibition, photographed in 
colour, gave a cross section of well-established black 
actors and those at the beginning of their careers, 
highlighting the range of talent in the field but ques-
tioning the availability of roles for black British actors. 

Bringing his work up to date Donald’s latest project, 
My Class @ 50, retraced his classmates and photo-
graphed them at work – shots of a shepherdess ap-
peared alongside a fisherman in the Mallaig Heritage 
Centre. The fascinating end to the evening was a look 
at members’ portraiture efforts with Donald suggesting 
simple lighting and composition enhancements.

Future meetings will depend on government advice, 
but dates will be posted on www.addphoto.co.uk. 

Anne Hunsley

Women’s Institute
On Tuesday 10 March, Deddington WI met for its AGM. 
The Committee was re-elected for the coming year, 
followed by a cheese and wine break, for which we 
thank the organising committee, and a quiz aimed at 
getting to know each other better. We had each sup-
plied a fact about ourselves and these, without names 
attached, were distributed. The intent was to identify 
the source of each fact by asking questions. Some 
were intriguing, some plain factual and some were 
already known. It was a very enjoyable way to get to 
know more about our friends.

Meetings are cancelled for the time being and we 
will review the situation again at the beginning of June.

Moira Byast

RBL Branch Report
The planned VE Day events have been cancelled. 
The lone piper may still play The Battle’s O’er on the 
church tower at 3.00pm but even this may be cancelled 
in the end. It is hoped that there will be a joint VE and 
VJ day celebration in August.

The 30 May Commonwealth War Graves Com-

mission talk in the church has also been postponed.
Rob Forsyth 01869 338384

robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Deddington Bookworms
Our latest book, Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine 
is the 2017 debut novel by Gail Honeyman and winner 
of the 2017 Costa Debut Novel Award. The central 
character, Eleanor, instantly feels real. She leads a 
simple life, wears the same clothes to work every day, 
eats the same meal-deal for lunch every day and buys 
the same two bottles of vodka to drink and pizza to 
eat every weekend. Eleanor’s entire existence is clear, 
orderly – and completely empty. 

One simple act of kindness starts to shatter the 
walls Eleanor has built around herself. Now she must 
learn how to navigate the world everyone else seems 
to take for granted, while searching for the courage to 
face the dark corners she’s avoided all her life.

We all enjoyed the book and would definitely rec-
ommend adding it to your ‘books to read’ list. Book-
worms will not be meeting until further notice.

Deddington Library 01869 338391

Deddington Environment Group
The fledgling Deddington Environment Group has 
continued to meet (virtually). We are postponing our 
launch and ‘Open Day’ and we will share details of this 
when we have a firm plan. Thinking positively, there 
are still things that we can do. With schools closing 
and children being at home there are great biodiversity 
projects that we can enjoy and learn from – wildflower 
sowing, bird houses, bug hotels. We’ll post more ideas 
on the Deddington Community Facebook group and 
we’d love you to share what you are doing (pictures 
please). We are all considering how we work, travel, 
consume and live our lives. Time to do things differ-
ently?

Al Kitchen alkitchen@live.co.uk

Local Vocals Community Choir
Until mid-March we had been learning the new songs 
we would be singing in the Oxford flash mob, re-visiting 
past favourites with the added complication of signing 
at the same time as singing, and polishing this term’s 
ballad. Monday evenings just won’t be the same but 
thankfully our choir leader Cat McGill has set up a 
virtual choir we can sing along to instead. You can join 
in by going to www.facebook.com/groups/560884704
783731/?ref=share on a pay-what-you-can basis. To 
find out more about our choir and to contact us please 
go to our website www.localvocalscc.co.uk

Alison Grieve
Book Group
The Mozart Conspiracy by Scott Mariani is the second 
in a series of thrillers featuring Ben Hope, a former 
British SAS officer. This time Ben investigates the sup-

http://www.deddingtonnews.co.uk
http://www.addphoto.co.uk
http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-10 12:00:00 GMT
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http://airmail.calendar/2020-03-23 12:00:00 GMT
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Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW 
01869 337583 / oxford@delmergate.com 

(next door to the Cyclogical Shop)  

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm 
 

WE CAN COLLECT PRESCRIPTIONS 
FROM YOUR SURGERY 

 

Your local community pharmacy providing a 
dispensing service for all prescriptions as well 

as offering many other services. 
 

- PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICE 
- ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTION SERVICE  
- OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATIONS   
- HEALTHCARE ADVICE 
- TRAVEL VACCINATION SERVICE   
- SELECTION OF HEALTHCARE ITEMS   
- 1ST AID SUPPLIES  
- TOILETRIES & SPECIAL OFFERS 
 

 

R Buswell Stonemason Ltd
Builder/Stonemason
Full Project Management
All Trades Available
Mobile 07711 142213
Email rbuswell@btinternet.com
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CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p14

posed suicide of a friend who had been researching a 
book based on the death of Mozart. Ben finds a link to 
members of a sinister cult and the tension escalates.

The book fits very much into the James Bond/
Jason Bourne tradition and it is easy to imagine it as 
a successful film. While most of the characters are 
not finely drawn, there are passages which develop 
Ben’s personality as a troubled hero. The many car 
chases, shoot-outs and explosions are accompanied 
by frequent brutal killings and the twists and turns of 
the plot take place in settings ranging from Oxfordshire 
to France, Austria and Italy.  

Members who are fans of fast-paced thrillers really 
liked this book, while for others it held no appeal at all. 
The rest of us had some reservations but, neverthe-
less, found it an enjoyable page-turner.

There will be no book group meetings until future 
notice.

Sian Waterman

Deddington and District History Society
With great regret, in the context of the Coronavirus 
crisis the History Society, like many of our fellow so-
cieties, must cancel our monthly meetings until further 
notice. We will be in touch with members about your 
fees.

We look forward to seeing you all again in due 
course. In the meantime, please take good care of 
yourselves.

Enquiries to Barrie Smith, Chairman, smithinsight@
btinternet.com 01869 337813.

Chris Day

SPORT 

Deddington Town Football Club
First Team results:
22.02.20 Hardwick Sports Club (h) L 0–1
29.02.20 Charlton (CUP) (a)  L 3–6
07 03 20 Bicester Hallions (h) L 1–3
14 03 20 Sinclair Utd (h) W 8–0
Reserve Team results:
07 03 20 B Itchington Res (CUP) (a) L 1–5
14 03 20 Hardwick Sports Res (a) L 1–4
The last month of action we’re likely to see for some 
time saw one thumping win for the First Team but this 
was the only reprieve from a full house of defeats for 
both teams. I may be speculating, but I can’t see a 
way that the season can possibly be completed now, 
as the football team only has permission to use the 
pitch until the end of April I believe. The cricket team 
will most likely see massive disruption to their coming 
season too, but it’s obviously secondary to keeping as 
many people as healthy as possible. Stay safe DTFC 
fans, and see you on the other side of this.

Aaron Bliss 07909 642882

Deddington Town Youth Teams
On 16 March, in light of the coronavirus situation, the 
Football Association suspended all grassroots football 
(training, matches and tournaments) for the foresee-
able future.  The club hopes all players, coaches and 
supporters stay fit and well for when we return later in 
the year. So, for all our 150 players and many coaches 
and volunteers the season has ended early.

Before games were postponed, the Under 16s 
had a 6–2 defeat at Tower Hill, followed by 1–9 home 
defeat to Banbury Irish. The Under 13s had a 2–1 
win over Bicester Town Colts, followed by a 6–1 win 
at Bloxham with two goals for Ben Jones. The Under 
12s had a 1–1 draw with Chadlington followed by a 
4–3 win over Bloxham.

Deddington Town FC has been successful in a 
funding application to the Football Foundation for a 
grant to improve the Windmill sports pitches.  This 
will provide funding in partnership with the football 
club for six years. We are working closely with the 
parish council, Windmill management committee and 
Deddington Cricket Club on details of the work.

The 2020/21 season will see us celebrate 25 years 
of youth football at Deddington Town Football Club. We 
are starting to plan for an event in summer 2021. If you 
are a past player or coach and want to get involved, 
please drop me an email  at  carsykes@btinternet.com

If you want to get involved as a player, volunteer, 
sponsor or fundraiser, once we resume, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. Further information about 
the club is on our website www.deddingtontownfc/ 
or visit us on Facebook  at www.facebook.com/Ded-
dingtonTownFc

Roger Sykes, Development Officer
and U7/U6 Coach 01869 337034

Deddington Tennis Club
The tennis club would like to share some good news 
at this uncertain and worrying time. On 15 March our 
Under 14 team became the Winter Season Oxfordshire 
County Champions by winning their final against North 
Oxford which was played at home. The team, Ben 
Jones, Mees Camoenie and Ben Sims had won all 
five of their matches against other Oxfordshire clubs, 
making them division winners. As all three boys had 
contributed to the success, they were all able to play 
in the final. They have played extremely well all sea-
son and the final was no different. Thanks to the club 
members who came down to support our players; it 
was much appreciated. We’d like to congratulate the 
boys and thank their parents for their support with 
matches. Special thanks are due to the team coach, 
Paul Taylor, who has had a huge impact on our junior 
teams since he came to the club three years ago.

Our adult teams have also had a successful winter 
season with the men’s weekend team finishing the 
season as champions, the women’s weekend team 
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Deddington Branch
T: 01869 337732
www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

Have you heard about our Lifetime Care Club? 
It provides everything you need in preventative health care to help your 
cat or dog live a long and happy life, AND it saves you money. What 
more could you ask for? 

Annual vaccinations, six-month health check, flea and worming 
treatments are all included to protect your pet for an entire year. More 
details are on our website, or contact us for more information.

For all your property 
needs - we are here 
for you.

Hamptons Deddington

The Old Bakery, Market Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SE

deddington@hamptons-int.com

01869 337 001

hamptons.co.uk
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BED & BREAKFAST

Hill Barn
English Tourism Council – 3 Stars

Milton Gated Road, Deddington
Nr Banbury, Oxon OX15 0TS

Tel: 01869 338631
email: hillbarnbb@btconnect.com

www.hillbarn-bb.co.uk

Converted barn, set in open countryside with 
views overlooking valley and hills. Convenient base for 

Oxford, Cotswolds, Warwick and Stratford 

Comfortable accommodation and
warm welcome assured 

Ground floor accommodation available

Contact: Joan White
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due for promotion and the mixed weekend team also 
champions. 

The club is closed until further notice. When all this 
is over, our members will be rushing to get back out 
on court. If you’d like to join us, or for current informa-
tion on the tennis club’s policy on coronavirus, reports 
on recent successes, how to book a court when we 
reopen or what coaching will be available, please see 
our website. http://www.deddingtontennis.com/.

YOUTH 

1st Deddington Scout Group
Beavers
March was an international month for the Beaver 
Colony as we celebrated St David’s Day with an ei-
steddfod (in Welsh culture, an eisteddfod is a festival 
of literature, music and performance), St. Patrick’s Day 
with limericks and traditional Irish dancing (thank you, 
James Gill for leading the Colony in the dancing) and 
Commonwealth Day with the building of a water filter 
to reflect upon the members of the Commonwealth 
who do not have access to clean water. Obviously, the 
programme for the rest of the spring and possibly sum-
mer has been suspended. However, there are some 
very good ideas coming from the Scout Association 
to do with remote activities which we hope to share 
with you all soon. Don’t worry, there’s still plenty of 
opportunity to take part in fun stuff and earn badges.

Hal Eriksen, Leader
07970 874647

Cubs
We are still striving to finish our Skills Challenge Badge 
and spent a great evening with Caroline from the Bad-
minton Club. The Cubs made good progress with their 
racquet control and by the end of the evening most of 
them could manage a half decent rally. Many thanks 
to Caroline for her patience.

We looked at aspects of our bodies: the Cubs 
measured themselves, played a hectic game of food 
snatching (not real) and re-created the circulation of 
the blood with themselves as organs. Mimi was an 
exceptional kidney.

Jo Churchyard
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Scouts
After half term we ambushed the Scouts and gave 
them a series of life skills to try. They are now pro-
ficient at ironing and folding, window washing and 
toilet cleaning.

The nice people at Games Workshop have spon-
sored the Model Maker Badge and supplied a massive 
kit that allowed the Scouts to make and paint Warham-
mer models. Everything was included: brushes, books 
and dice to play the game – a very popular activity.

Well done to Jacob who performed in this year’s 
gang show at Radley College.

Peter Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com

Explorers
Sending messages with light sticks and Morse code 
was a challenge. Writing code for the rest of the Unit 
to decipher was equally difficult, but we will be able to 
communicate whatever happens. As a Unit that loves 
cooking, we couldn’t miss out on making pancakes; 
delicious. The Pioneer Badge and Survival Skills are 
gradually being worked through in the form of knotting, 
splicing and lashings. Some were more successful 
than others but the marshmallow and spaghetti tow-
ers were a wonder to behold. Finally, not a ban but 
a positive encouragement to use mobile phones for 
researching which barbecue to buy with the farmers’ 
market’s donation. Two have been chosen. 

Janet Duxbury
spartansexplorers@gmail.com

1st Deddington Brownies
We have suspended meetings until after Easter. We 
hope that our bird boxes will be making appearances 
around the village. Look out for them. Written on the 
base of each one is the name of the six that made it. 
After Easter we hope to do lots of outdoor activities 
and get plenty of healthy fresh air.

Fern Stringer
deddingtonbrownies@gmail.com

1st Deddington Guides
It’s been a month of celebrations; pancakes for Shrove 
Tuesday with a huge array of toppings as well as our 
annual Thinking Day celebrations. This is when we 
remember the lives of Lord and Lady Baden-Powell 
and think about our sister Guides and Girl Scouts 
around the world. We met together as a district, all 
helping prepare something for a shared feast – food 
from many different countries. In our own meeting food 
was involved again, enjoying food specialities from all 
over Europe.

We have also celebrated two Young Leaders mak-
ing their promise, Izzy and Vicki, a new adult leader, 
Charlotte, and four new Guides, Hannah, Flossy, 
Matilda and Rowan. A warm welcome to you all. 

Apart from various games and fun activities in pa-
trols including learning to crochet, writing plays and 
making slime, we have been working on our annual 
entertainment in aid of two charities of the Guides’ 
choice – BARKS and a charity for young people with 
diabetes.

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
Marian Trinder 01869 340806 

mariantrinder@gmail.com
Tilly Neal 07557 095681com
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Visit our showroom:
High St, Bloxham, OX15 4LT

Tel: 01295 721111

hunt bespoke
kitchens & interiors

www.huntbespokekitchens.com

Our family serving
your family

Independent family funeral 
directors and monumental

masons since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

01295 265424
32 Albert Street, Banbury,
Oxfordshire OX16 5DG



10% 
Discount 

Collections Only* 

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN) 
This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*. 

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these offers please tick the box. 
We do not give your details to any third parties. 

e-mail 

Address Name 

Chapel Square, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 0SG 
Tel: 01869 338275   •   Fax: 01869 337014 

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk 

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 
 
If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.* 

*Terms & Conditions Apply. 



 DEDDINGTON DATA     
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL  01295 227001 
CITIZENS ADVICE    0344 411 1444
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON    01869 338611
 Repeat prescriptions (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 338847
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill   0300 304 7777 
 Foscote (Private)    01295 252281
 Horton General    0300 304 7777
	 John	Radcliffe	 	 	0300	304	7777	
	 Manor	(Nuffield	Health,	Private)	 	 		01865	988158
	 Nuffield	Orthopaedic	Centre	 	 		0300	304	7777
 Katharine House Hospice    01295 811866
NHS Non emergency        111
PARISH CLERK    01869 337447
	 (Monday	9.00am–12.30pm,	Wednesday	9.00–5.00pm,	
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 
POLICE	(non-emergency,	24	hrs)	 	 																			101
 Deddington & Thames Valley      
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E)     01869 338430 
PFSU      01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY    01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Heyfordian Travel    01869 241500 
 National Express    0871 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs    08457 484950
 OurBus Bartons   01869 699699 
 Oxford Bus Company    01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet  01865 323201 
 Stagecoach Bus Company  01865 772250 
 Traveline (Public Transport)  0114 22 11 282
UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs) 0800 111 999
 Electricity - any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut            105
 Careline (over 60s)                               0800 101 3333
 Ofgem  0207 901 7295
Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
 Water leak 0800 714614
WARRINER	SCHOOL,	Bloxham	 			01295	720777	
WINDMILL CENTRE    07720 834006

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY       01869 338391
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm  

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of con-
tacts is available from the Library and Deddington OnLine 
website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 
DEDDINGTON CHURCHES    See section inside

Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
garden centre experience.

 
The Plant Centre  

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers 
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles 

Kadais and BBQs | Lighting 

The Yurt Café  - Delightful treats under canvas
Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea  

Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL 
01869 340342

To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE

Cover and advertising pages printed by Digipress, 1A Trident Business Park, Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 7HJ Tel: 01235 831493
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