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Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Chiropractic
 Osteopathy
 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy
 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT
 Clinical Psychology
 Counselling & Coaching
 Audiology, Hearing Aid & Ear Care Specialist
 Sleep Therapy

 Time Line Therapy

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 

IFC 



Submission of any article to the DN carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person submitting 
the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation for this 
information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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WHAT’S ON

March
Tue 1 Pancakes and Plonk, Parish Church, 6.00pm
Wed 2 Photographic Society: ‘Composition for the Viewer’,  
  John Lewis, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Wed 9 Friends of Castle Grounds: AGM, Deddington Arms,  
  7.30pm
Wed  16 Parish Council Meeting: 7.30pm
Thu 17 History Society: Tim Healey, ‘Drovers’ Roads in Oxfordshire’, 
  Primary School, 7.30pm
Sat 19 Craft Fayre: Windmill Centre, 10.00am–1.00pm
Thu 24 Deddington Players: Peter Pan, Windmill Centre, 
–Fri 25 7.30pm
Sat 26 Deddington Players: Peter Pan, Windmill Centre,  
  2.30pm and 6.00pm
Sat 26 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat 26 Banbury Symphony Orchestra: Parish Church, 7.30pm
Thu 31 Book Group: Call 01869 338094 for details
Thu 31 Bookworms: Holly Tree Club, 7.30pm

April
Wed 6 Photographic Society: AGM, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Wed 20 Parish Council Meeting: 7.30pm
Thu 21 History Society: ‘Scandal in Oxfordshire High Society’,  
  Julie Ann Godson, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sat 23 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Thu 28 Book Group: Call 01869 338094 for details
Thu 28  Bookworms: Holly Tree Club, 6.30pm

May
Wed 4 Photographic Society: Steve Wilkins, Adderbury Institute, 
  7.30pm
Thu 19 History Society: ‘The Treatment of COs in Oxfordshire in 
  WWI’, Sue Smith, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sun 22 Four Farms Challenge: Castle Grounds, 10.30am

They are back! Village life is starting to return. The first event is a 
March panto. Peter Pan will run at the Windmill from 24–26 March, 
see p25. The Four Farms Challenge is back at Castle Grounds on 
22 May, see p17, and, put it in your calendar now, the committee is 
gearing up for Deddington Festival 2022 at the beginning of July, 
see p18, while I am eagerly awaiting frogspawn in my garden pond.

Please note that, owing to our shift to professional printing, the 
DN is likely to arrive a day or two later than previously and not always 
before the first of the month. To make sure you don’t miss an event 
scheduled at the beginning of the month please check What’s On, not 
only for the coming month, but also the one after that.

CD
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HOW WE SPEND YOUR MONEY
 It’s time to talk about money. With fuel prices 
rocketing and the cost of living rising a tight-
ening of belts is inevitable. On top of that the 
parish council is planning to raise the precept, 
the parish’s share of council tax. Next year, 
of the £2,000 or so council tax for a Band D 
property, £60.61 will go to our parish council 
– ie, £5.05 per month. Although a relatively 
small amount, we councillors feel the parish 
fi nances need some explaining. 

Back in 2015, a parish questionnaire revealed 
widespread dissatisfaction with local facilities including 
the Windmill Centre, the play areas and sports provi-
sion. Since then, thanks to a very generous donation, 
assiduous sniffi  ng out of grants and S106 money 
provided by local housing developers and dipping into 
PC reserves, we’ve made huge improvements.

Numerous studies show how crucial outside activity 
is for youngsters and the new assets have proved a 
notable success, in particular the Windmill’s adventure 
playground and the MUGA. The Centre itself looks 
much sprucer and the new inside and outside loos 
will be widely welcomed. 

The downside is that these assets require main-
tenance and, after 15 to 25 years in the case of the 
play areas, replacement. Prudent heads on the parish 
council would like to set up a sinking fund so future 
council taxpayers are not faced with a colossal bill in 
a couple of decades. At the moment that’s an aspi-
ration. Just to stay where we are needs an increase 
of around 10% (46p a month for Band D). Under the 
terms of the original Windmill contract we can only 
use the PC’s capital fund for capital projects – not for 
running costs and repairs.

A major expenditure is hedge trimming and cutting 
grass on the parish’s verges, recreation areas and 
green spaces. Despite grants from OCC, English 
Heritage for part of Castle Grounds and the fees paid 
by the sport clubs, our costs are around £13,000 a 
year even though a fair amount of work is carried out 
by our on-staff  stewards.

There are other factors here: government contribu-
tions to district and county councils have been slashed 
over the years and, despite the best eff orts of our 
county councillor, the parish council has felt obliged 
to plug some of the resulting gaps. For example, OCC 
halved its verge-cutting grant. In response to heart-felt 
demands from walkers and cyclists, the PC now pays 
for an extra cut of the footpaths to Clifton and Hempton 
when they get too overgrown for safety. 

We’ve had some catching-up to do to bring our 
precept up to levels comparable with other Oxfordshire 
parishes. Deddington acquired a large amount of cap-
ital in the 1980s with the sale of the Windmill school’s 
playing fi elds, now Mill Close. In a time of stratospheric 
interest rates, this meant that for a while the PC council 
levied little or no precept. That has changed as inter-
est rates dropped to less than 1% for the super safe 
funds in which parish councils are allowed to invest 
and we’ve spent part of the capital on the requested 

improvements at the Windmill Centre.
Some of the funds earmarked are not 

improvements but necessity – £40,000 for 
remedying the problem with the Windmill 
Centre roof, with further investigations on-
going. Another £35,000 is pencilled in to 
resurface the all-weather court. Players’ fees 
mostly cover the ad hoc maintenance but a 
major refi t is required shortly.

Parish funds were boosted by some £350,000 from 
the Royal British Legion when their hall was sold fi ve 
years ago. This was particularly useful as it can be 
spent on repairs and maintenance, unlike our capital 
fund. £100,000 was given to the Holly Tree Club, the 
only organisation to which the PC could give such a 
large donation because it provides a meeting place 
for the community. 

The PC cannot legally make donations to outside 
organisations totalling more than £14k per year. Grants 
have gone to youth groups, Covid support, the food 
bank, Allotment Society, Deddington Online amongst 
others. 

Tree care is budgeted at £5,000 next year and  
includes an element of catch-up. Previous councils 
were loath to spend anything at all. (Some councillors 
are still proudly of that mind.) We have 54 ashes on 
PC land, several already infected with ash dieback. 
Control, including felling, will be needed to  slow con-
tagion and maintain public safety and we have always 
assumed there’d be a riot if we tried to save the £1,100 
that the Christmas tree costs each year.

We will have to pay £1,000 for the Remembrance 
Day Parade. The RBL took a fi nancial hit after an ac-
cident at a parade a few years back and has passed 
responsibility for the required safety measures, to 
local communities, here the parish council. Costs in-
clude insurance, road closures and trained stewards. 
The parade is important for its own sake and one of 
the few occasions when the Deddington community 
comes together.

Dog waste collections cost a surprising £2,500 
per year – another necessity if we don’t want fouled 
pavements and footpaths. Then there’s the £30,000 
needed to keep the whole show on the road: back 
offi  ce costs including insurance, phone bills, IT ex-
pense, staff , training, administration of the cemetery, 
allotments management, play area, safety monitoring, 
auditing of accounts, and so the list goes on. If you’d 
like further information go to the Deddington Parish 
Council website and click into the annual accounts.

This is where we are. Please send me any com-
ments you may have on what we are proposing. If you 
think the present council is too stingy or too profl igate 
you will have the chance to boot us out in the May 
elections – that is, if others step forward to serve and 
assuming the current 14 councillors are willing to 
stand again.

Helen Oldfi eld
helenoldfi eld.dpc@gmail.com
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WITH YOU
EVERY STEP  OF 

THE WAY

Hamptons Deddington
01869 337001  
deddington@hamptons.co.uk  

hamptons.co.uk

3360 HAM Deddington News Advert v2.indd   1 21/10/2021   12:05A

 Your Local Stove Supplier  

 Visit our Showroom at  
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH  

T: 01295 253936 
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk 
W: www.ironandwood.co.uk 
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Our family serving
your family

Independent family funeral 
directors and monumental

masons since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

01295 265424
32 Albert Street, Banbury,
Oxfordshire OX16 5DG

Holly Tree H  ll
Deddington

Available to hire
A lovingly refurbished facility in the heart of the village 

 

Ideal for small parties and family gatherings, 
meetings and group activities 

 

On-site parking, WiFi, loop system, 
projector and cinema screen

info@TheHollyTreeHall.org
@TheHollyTreeHall 
07907 020486

www.TheHollyTreeHall.org

B 

Deddington Branch
Opening hours: Mon - Fri,
8 am - 6.45 pm
T: 01869 337732

Hook Norton Hospital
T: 01608 730501

www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

Our Deddington Surgery is open 5 days a week, for 
all your pet’s healthcare needs; 

» routine appointments
» minor surgery
» nurse clinics
» prescription collection

FREE online Symptom Checker and Poisons Guide.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDED BY OUR OWN VETERINARY NIGHT TEAM

Your local, independent veterinary practice.  We are here for you, we are Hook Norton Vets.

Lifetime Care Club
all the preventative health care your pet needs (and it saves you money!)

BENEFITS
Price comparison, see the savings below!

THE MOUSER 
<4kg

Prices correct as of  Oct 2021

THE ALLEY CAT 
>4kg

THE MIN PINS 
0-10kg

THE DOODLE 
10.1-25kg

THE HOUNDBERRY
25.1-40kg

THE BERNIE 
40.1-60kg

CATS

DOGS

LCC MEMBER SAVINGS! NON LCC MEMBER

£143.88

£150.00 

£155.88

£167.88

£179.88

£215.88

£102.11

£100.55

£227.99

£224.55

£273.27

£299.15

£245.99

£250.55

£383.87

£392.43

£453.15

£515.03

» 20% DISCOUNT ON STANDARD NEUTERING

» 10% DISCOUNT CONSULTATION FEES

» 10% DISCOUNT ON ROUTINE DENTALS

» PUPPY & KITTEN VACCINATIONS

» ANNUAL VACCINATIONS

no extra charge to restart your dog’s vaccinations

50% discount on a vaccination restart for cats

» 6-MONTHLY HEALTH CHECK 

» ROUTINE FLEA & WORMING TREATMENTS

» FREE NURSE HEALTH CLINICS

» FREE NAIL CLIPS

» EXPRESSING OF ANAL GLANDS

*T&CS APPLY

Monthly Fees  

Cats        inc. VAT

The Mouser        £11.99

The Alley Cat        £12.50

Dogs

The Min Pins         £12.99

The Doodle         £13.99

The Houndberry        £14.99

The Bernie        £17.99
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These Parish Council notes are the view of our report-
er, Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes. For 
those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/
meetingsminutes.html

DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Windmill Community Centre on Wednesday 16 February 

Present: Cllrs Collins, Cox, Eames, Higham, Oldfield 
(chair), Reeve, Robinson, Snashall, Swadling, Timms, 
Cherwell District Cllr Williams, the parish clerk, minutes 
clerk and two members of the public.
Open Forum
Two members of the churchyard mowing team spoke 
about the dog excrement situation in the churchyards, 
pointing out the health hazard to themselves and vis-
itors, making the point that it is consecrated ground, 
with young families often visiting to lay flowers on 
graves.
Finance and General Purposes
A poster will be displayed around the parish explaining 
how the parish precept is spent. Details on pg ????
Planning
No Objection
Windmill Centre: alterations to accommodate new 
Equality Act compliant toilets, one internally and one 
externally accessible.  
The Studio, Hudson Street:  non-illuminated signage
Field View, The Lane, Hempton:  removal of conserv-
atory and replacement with single storey extension 
and additional windows.
Neighbourhood Planning
A grant of £5,000 has been obtained towards the cost 
of the process. A document is nearly ready for release 
and should be available soon.
Large Scale Development
Parish council representatives met a representative 
from OCC on site to discuss the proposed footpath 
to run along Earls Lane from the junction of Clifton 
Road to Pound Court as a condition of the planning 
consent for the Clifton Road development. The PC is 
concerned not to lose the casual parking area which 
is of use particularly to people visiting the Health 
Centre and parents dropping off and collecting school 
children. OCC advised the cost of a path next to the 
wall with an external strip of tarmac for cars would 
be prohibitive. It was unclear where the conservation 
area ends.
Highways and Transport
There is concern about the growing number of 
A-boards and large posters on and near the traffic light 
posts. Whilst the PC has agreed to turn a blind eye 
to A-boards as long as they do not obstruct footpaths 
and the highway, they agreed to request delegated 
power from OCC to take action against any further 
posters potentially causing distraction or obstruction 
near the traffic lights in particular. Parishioners can 
report unauthorised signs or other highways concerns 
on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

It was confirmed that the owners of the Unicorn 
can legally keep picnic benches in the parking spaces 
outside until September. 

The clerk and councillors will keep under review 
the damage to kerbs outside the cemetery, which have 
been repaired and damaged again by large vehicles 
turning there.

In the absence of Councillor Rogers and County 

Councillor Fatemian, discussion of the proposed 
20mph limit in the parish was deferred to next month. 

The PC has replied to an OCC transport consulta-
tion that aspires to replace or remove one out of every 
four current car trips in Oxfordshire. Whilst the PC 
strongly supports local connectivity and largely agrees 
with the targets, although considering them over-op-
timistic, it feels the plan reflects an urban perspective 
and ignores the plight of villages with currently little 
or no bus services. OCC considers the Park & Ride 
system to be a great success but the PC points out 
that, while it is successful in reducing congestion and 
pollution in the city centre, it has not had a positive 
effect on link roads from villages to Oxford. Connec-
tions between bus and rail stations are poor with quite 
long walks from the bus terminus in Banbury and from 
the S4 in Oxford.
Environment & Recreation
To avoid the high cost of contractors removing bram-
bles at Gaveston Green, some parish councillors are 
volunteering to carry out the work in autumn with the 
possible assistance of local residents.

It was agreed to install a dog waste bin inside the 
west gate of the churchyard with access on to the Bull 
Ring and signs asking dog owners to clear up after 
their dogs. 

It was agreed to install a Portaloo at the Windmill 
from Easter until the new external toilet is available 
for use. 
Next Meeting Wednesday 16 March at 7.30pm in  
the church, tbc.

TRUSTEES WANTED
Campaign to Protect Rural England –  
Oxfordshire
Do you care about your local countryside? Want to 
make a difference? CPRE Oxfordshire is the voice of 
the countryside in Oxfordshire. Due to retirement of 
current members, we are looking for new trustees to 
join our team. 

This is an excellent opportunity to play an influential 
role in a respected and long-standing environmental 
charity, applying your experience to make a real 
difference and to be part of a friendly group that is 
passionate about the Oxfordshire countryside.

The application deadline is 31 March but we are 
happy to receive expressions of interest on an ongo-
ing basis.

For further information, please contact our Branch 
Secretary Dorian Grier, dorian.cpre@gmail.com, 
01491 612079 and our website is www.cpreoxon.
org.uk. 
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Oh, dear, dear! Tales of a white deer in the magnificent 
herd to be seen off Tithe Lane can now be confirmed 
by a photo (well, two actually) sent by friends of this 
correspondent. At least four are thought to be part of 
this herd, regularly seen gambolling across the fields. 
It’s a good test for more sophisticated photographers 
and I’m sure many will give it a go.

Another successful Duck quiz saw Steve 2 cap-
tain his team as new winners, showing great general 
knowledge but a freaky understanding of chocolate 
bars. The Chinese food was also top drawer. Steve 
2 is now a regular at a swollen Book Club but there 
are still vacancies, especially for village newcomers 
to give them a chance to meet neighbours and catch 
up on all the news.

Book Club is planning another tour in March, this 
time three nights in Devon with plenty of walking and 
beer drinking planned. Accommodation is almost free, 
like most book club tours, courtesy of our property 
magnate and much fun is planned. Do you feel you 
might be missing out yet?

The Clifton Ladies membership continues to climb 
with 14 turning out for a session of one-handed weight-
lifting and cultured conversation. All this sophistication 
and not a book in sight. More members are still wel-
come. Many walkers of the Clifton Loop have been 
delighted to see the new kids on the block. Seven XY 
chromosomes and an XX were delivered and it was 
reported one of the boys was named Billy but as there 
is no Stetson or any six-shooters this correspondent 
doesn’t believe it, but the mummy goats are doing well.

A bit of a drains drama from County View as a 
sewage blocker was blamed by Thames Water from 
page four of the TW book of excuses, flooded our little 
bit of Yorkshire.  However, until they sort the drains in 
Main Street this correspondent is not believing these 
excuses at all. And lastly ‘BeMine Natural Skin Care’ 
run by one of the Clifton Ladies just finished an ex-
cellent spell at the Milton Keynes’ John Lewis. This is 
why we have the fastest growing economy in the G7.

Martin Bryce
martinbryce@gmail.com

PFSU AND VILLAGE NURSERY
The first term of 2022 has already flown by and it has 
been a busy one. The Nursery children have been 
finding out about ‘people who help us’. It has been 
a treat to welcome a nurse, the police, and the fire 
service to the Nursery, to find out first-hand about the 
work they do. At the PFSU we celebrated the start of 
the Year of the Tiger with Chinese music, snacks, lion 
and dragon dances, red lanterns, money envelopes, 
and tiger puppets made from wooden spoons. We 
have also been thinking about animals and had a visit 
from the vet as well as talking about our own pets. 
Thank you to all our visitors who have given up their 
time to support our children. It has been wonderful to 
welcome you back.  A belated thank you to everyone 
who supported our Christmas raffle which raised a 
much appreciated £700.

Lucy Squires 01869 337484

NEWS FROM CLIFTON
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SECONDARY DOUBLE GLAZING  |  GLASS BALUSTRADING  |  MIRRORS  |  LEADED GLASS  |  SHELVES & TABLE TOPS 
PAINTED SPLASHBACKS  |  DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS  |  SHOWER SCREENS  |  CAT FLAPS

www.cnglass.co.uk
ENERGY & VISION THE FUTURE OF GLASS TECHNOLOGY

C N Glass is a single source Glazing Contractor offering a Complete Service for all Glass and Glazing 
products from initial design consultation through processing, manufacture and installation.

• Installers of Bespoke High Quality Windows & Doors

• Aluminium – PVCU - Timber

• Bi-Folding Sliding Doors

• Timber Alternative Flush Casement Windows

• Lightweight Conservatory Warm Roofing

• Solidor Composite Doors –

Build a virtual Composite Door on 
our website to receive a quotation

EMAIL: info@cnglass.co.uk

OR CALL IN AT OUR BANBURY SHOWROOM

Norton House, Beaumont Road,
Banbury, OX16 1SD

FOR A QUOTE CALL: 

     01295 263364     

CELEBRATING

50 Years
in Business

CALL US WITH YOUR ENQUIRY

CNGLass 182 x 126mm

CNGlass2021_advert_182x126_SELECTION.indd   1 27/04/2021   14:24A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

QUALITY BRITISH HOUSE COAL 

SMOKELESS FUELS

KILN DRIED LOGS

KINDLING WOOD

BOTTLED GAS

COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable 
and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:

Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern, Bicester, Oxon OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk

Foot Health Practitioner
Rosie Burland DipCFHP, MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or 
Home Visits by Appointment

Tel: 07500 029727
Web:  www.deddingtonfoothealth.co.uk

Email: deddingtonfoothealth@gmail.com

Professional and caring services 
including:

Nail trimming and fi ling, treatment for 
thickened and fungal nails, corns, callus, 
ingrown nails and diabetic foot care

All instruments are sterilised
in an autoclave
Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners

DBS checked (formerly known as CRB)

C
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SHM Automotive Limited

Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
01280 840496 or

07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com

D

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS  DOORS  SECONDARY GLAZING 
 ORIGINTM MULTI-FOLD DOORS

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407  
E: mrpaulbarber@hotmail.com 
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

  

 

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

T: 07836 623407

E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk

www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on Satur-
days; and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

In addition to our services being open for public 
worship, Deddington church is open throughout the 
day for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or sim-
ply be. Services are streamed live. Please see the 
church website or FaceBook page for updates www.
deddingtonchurch.org and https://www.facebook.com/
DeddingtonChurch.

Mon–Fri 8.45am Morning Prayer
Wed  10.00am Holy Communion
Thu  9.30am Tea + Toast and Squiggles and  
   Wiggles

Wed 2 10.00am Ash Wednesday Holy Communion  
   with imposition of ashes
  7.00pm Holy Communion with imposition  
   of ashes
Sun 6 10.30am Holy Communion
  3.00pm 3 O’Clock Service (informal)
  6.00pm Choral Evensong
Sun 13 8.00am BCP Communion
  10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 20 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 27 10.30am Holy Communion

Hempton
Sun 20 9.00am Holy Comunion

Barfords
Sun 13 9.00am Communion, St Michael
Sun 27 9.00am Holy Communion, St John
Sun 27 10.30am Family Service, St Michael (NOTE:  
   change of date, for this month only)

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
23 January Thomas Braddock
Funeral
1 February Terry Clinch

For baptisms and weddings, funerals and home visits 
in case of illness please contact the Vicar, Reverend 
Annie Goldthorp at vicar@deddingtonchurch.org 
or on 01869 336880. If Annie is not available, then 
please contact a church warden, Iain Gillespie (01869 
338367) or Meriel Flux (01869 338901).

March

The Oil and Water Tank Specialists
Whether your tank is leaking and you 
require our 24-hour emergency call out
service, a tank replacement or 
maintenance work completed, 
we are here to help.

Tel: 07799 643455
james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •     
www.countyoiltanksolutions.com  

OFTEC
REGISTERED

Call to book your
FREE Tank Inspection

Call to book your
FREE Tank Inspection
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Nextdoor, HOA and Insurrection
The world is on the brink of war and the big conversa-
tion on the local social network is about the local dollar 
store moving to a $1.25 pricing policy.  

I have to say I have a certain morbid fascination 
with NextDoor. I don’t think this community website 
has made much progress in the shire, but it fills me 
with endless hours of fun. The best post a while ago 
was from a woman who was convinced her cat had 
been ‘entertained’ by a coyote. She was concerned 
as to what the babies would look like. I guess it is my 
usual sense of innate superiority, but I just love to read 
about stupid people.

The other local news is that Heather has joined 
the board of our local Home Owners Association. You 
would have thought she had got her fill of such things 
following her time on the Deddington Parish Council. 
She went in expecting a scene from the Vicar of Dibley 
but has never confirmed whether it met those high 
expectations.  

The Beacon Hill HOA is an older crowd and, since 
we live in a very small neighborhood of 26 houses, ev-
eryone knows each other. The HOA works in a similar 
way to a parish council. There are important issues to 
discuss, like garden maintenance and snow clearance, 
and there are the crazy ones like dogs. Our previous 
next-door neighbour was obsessed with not letting 
dogs on the tennis courts. We live on a desert plain 
a mile above sea level and every year the drought is 
getting worse.  At every annual meeting I like to sug-

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
gest we reduce the use of the automatic sprinklers and 
then sit back and watch the uproar. They are almost 
all very lovely people but infeasibly green grass is very 
important to them, no matter what the cost.

Most Americans have a strange obsession about 
the Queen. I don’t know how many times I have been 
asked what I think about the TV series The Crown. The 
last few weeks the main topic has been ‘Partygate’ but 
it doesn’t seem very serious to most Americans. By 
comparison, the Republican party this week voted to 
censure two of its members in Congress who dared 
to investigate the invasion of Congress on 6 January 
last year. A mob of armed right wing lunatics invade the 
centre of government, and one of the two parties calls 
it ‘legitimate political discourse’. The rule of law is being 
disputed by the party that historically would have been 
associated with law and order, its members happy to 
ignore the fact that ten people died, and the role that 
Trump played in telling the crowd to ‘fight like hell’.

It is, as usual, strange times in America and some 
undoubtedly find it odd that I still love the place.  I have 
started planning my dream retirement trip driving coast 
to coast, in an RV (recreational vehicle) if I can manage 
to persuade Heather by putting a Marriott sign on the 
outside.  We certainly won’t be doing it in an electric 
vehicle. I am thinking of creating a map of all the gas 
stations I have walked to after I ran out of petrol. It 
would be a much worse problem if I had an electric car.

Mike Ward
mikew@qsoftware.com

Mancot
Sports and Social Club 
Leeches Lane, 7.30pm 
Tel: Jeannie 01244 
819448  

Mancot
Sports and Social Club 
Leeches Lane, 7.30pm 
Tel: Jeannie 01244 
819448

Monday
Grimsbury Community 
Centre
5.30pm & 7pm 
Tel: Jenny 07483 297751

Longford Park 
Community Centre 
4.30pm & 6pm 
Tel: Deanne 07912 748870

Tuesday
Ruscote Community 
Centre
9am, 5,30pm & 7pm 
Tel: Caroline 07761 753392 

Middleton Cheney 
Memorial Hall 
6pm 
Tel: Jenny 07483 297751

Wednesday 
Ruscote Community 
Centre 
9am 
Tel: Caroline 07761 753392

St Josephs Catholic 
Church 
5.30pm 
Tel: Janice 07787 396942  

Hanwell Fields 
Community Centre 
6.45pm 
Tel: Mel 07846 346381

Thursday 
Banbury Rugby Club 
9.30am 
Tel: Mel 07846 346381

Banbury Cricket Club 
Whitepost Road 
7.30pm  
Tel: Jo 07986 496459 
 

Friday
Hanwell Fields 
Community Centre
9.30am 
Tel: Mel 07846 346381

Lucy Plackett Centre 
Adderbury 
9.30am 
Tel: Bex 07999 433493 
  
 
 

Saturday 
Frank Wise School 
8am & 9.30am 
Tel: Bex 07999 433493
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860

Bloxham Dental  Banbury
Banbury Orthodontics

 Bloxham Dental Practice

Bloxham Dental Practice, Bloxham Dental @Banbury and 
Banbury Orthodontics have been supporting our patients for 
almost 25 years, providing the dental care and services that 
you and your families want and need.
We continue to be here for you making sure that your health and 
wellbeing guides the treatments and care that we provide and 
over the years have helped Banbury’s people to have the smiles 
that they desire.
Our team of highly qualified Specialists, Dentists, Therapists 
understand what matters to you and using the latest technology and 
highest infection control standards can help you to have: 

• Emergency dental care
• Routine care: such as examinations and fillings
• Children and Adults preventative dental care
• Hygiene services: an essential healthcare treatment to maintain 

gum health
• Specialist orthodontic services including tooth coloured braces 

and Invisalign
• Tooth whitening
• All types of cosmetic dental treatments including fillings, 

veneers and crowns
Contact us today for an appointment.
www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

@

Everyone is welcome in the salon —
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers

We want you to relax, laugh and have
fun whilst being looked after and

getting a great service at the same time

Visit our website to see all our services

And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 
experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
email: polkadotsteam@yahoo.com

www. polkadotssalon.uk

E
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Kempster Place, Philcote St, Deddington, OX15 0TB

www.forgedandfound.com

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, or to view our stock,
drop in during the farmers market

when the workshops are open
or contact Alex for an appointment
07779 256639          alex1moss@hotmail.com

Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

F

Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk
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Terry was born in London and grew up there during the 
Second World War, spending nights in an Anderson 
shelter in the garden during air raids and going out 
afterwards to check the neighbourhood for damaged 
houses and hunting shrapnel and spent bullet casings 
after watching aerial dogfights.

As a young man he did his two years National Ser-
vice. On a couple of occasions he had to cut the grass 
with a pair of nail scissors but was excused guard duty 
in exchange for playing the piano in the officer’s mess. 
There was always a pint on the piano.

After his National Service Dad started as an ap-
prentice at BMK Carpets in Scotland but soon moved 
to a job with Crossley carpets in Croydon, much 
closer to home and his girlfriend, Shirley. His boss, 
seeing Dad was good with customers sent him out 
to visit customers, wearing a bowler hat, no less. He 
was very successful as a rep; asked why his monthly 
expenses were so high, having spent £38 (this was 
the late 60s) on lunch and a few drinks after playing 
golf with two customers Dad said, ‘Have you looked 
at the order I received?’. It was for 45 rolls of carpet, 
worth around £13,000. The account manager did not 
bother Dad again.

In the mid 70s Dad moved to Abingdon Carpets, a 
new manufacturer, where he continued his successful 
career and built a large customer base. In spite of be-
ing a top salesman he was made redundant when the 
firm restructured. Dad dusted himself off and, within 
a couple of years, at the age of 55, started his own 
company, Simply Rugs. He rapidly acquired a loyal 
customer base who considered Terry as a friend. Not 

WELL REMEMBERED
Terry Clinch 1936–2022

only would his customers be shown rugs but eventually 
there was wine on offer too.

We moved to Deddington in 1982 when Monty 
Spencer quickly inducted him into village life at the 
Unicorn. Before we knew it he was on the school PTA, 
raising funds, not least selling the horses as well as 
getting sponsors and prizes for the famous ‘Let’s Go to 
the Races’ evenings. He joined the Cricket Club, loving 
the Sunday afternoon games and the occasional beer 
afterwards, and joining the committee to raise funds.

He twice chaired the parish council, getting a fair 
deal on the sale of the Windmill School to developers 
and acquiring Deddington’s coat of arms.  He served 
on the Windmill committee, then the Holly Tree Club,  
the Monday Morning Club, Friends of the Castle 
Grounds, Daeda’s Wood and Deddington Farmers 
Market. I did see him occasionally.

My dad was diagnosed with dementia, a truly awful 
disease, in January 2019. Every time I saw him, I lost 
a little bit more of him and could see the frustration in 
his eyes. My mother also has dementia and in March 
2021 I took the heart-breaking decision to take them 
from their home in Deddington and put them into a 
care home. My Dad passed away aged 86.

Terry loved the village, the people and village life 
and spent 40 years making Deddington a better place. 
He also loved his dogs and could often be seen walk-
ing around the Castle Grounds or through the village 
with them.

Simon Clinch

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
With the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year we thought 
a ‘celebration’ theme for the calendar would be fun and 
different from previous versions. Let’s show the world 
how Deddington celebrates, from times past as well as 
this most historic year for our monarchy, when Union 
Jack bunting will be draped over our lovely village 
buildings and street parties in full flow. Get your cam-
eras clicking and capture all the action as it happens. 
Remember we want to include the village too, buildings 
and recognisable scenery will be lovely as well. 

Meanwhile, anyone with good quality photos of 
past village celebrations is welcome to enter too. Let’s 
see what you’ve got stored away in your dusty photo 
albums, they could make cameo appearances in this 
calendar as well as shots taken this year.

Please send in your digital entries as usual to me 
at the email below. If you have some great shots, even 
prints from previous celebrations, take a photo of them 
on your phone and send to me. We can then scan 
them in high resolution if they are suitable. Thank you.

Bryn Williams
abw@brynwilliams.com

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
January and February were busy, in terms of welcom-
ing in some great new stock.  I was delighted to see 
one customer borrow three books she had personally 
recommended to me in 2021 – books which, at that 
time, were not part of our collection. It seemed fitting 
that she should be the first person to enjoy them.  

Whilst we cannot buy every recommendation, we 
value and encourage such conversations to ensure 
that our books reflect the tastes and interests of library 
users as much as possible. Here is a small selection 
of books new to our shelves: Jerusalem, Ottolenghi; 
Surrounded by Idiots, Erikson; The Salt Path, Winn; 
Notes from a Small Island, Bryson; Dead Scared, 
Bolton; Portrait of the Artist as a Young Girl, Perry; A 
Keeper, Norton; The Lives of Lucian Freud, Weaver 
and some wonderful vintage Colin Dexter, Agatha 
Christie and Martin Amis.  

Junior Fiction now includes Maggie Blue and the 
Dark World by Anna Goodall, The Girl who Speaks 
Bear by Sophie Anderson and Pigs Might Fly by Dick 
King-Smith while three further Philip Pullman stories 
from the Sally Lockhart mystery series have been 
added to our Teen section. 

Louise Willis, Library Manager
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expressions. They are remnants of medieval 
stained glass salvaged by the then vicar af-
ter being shattered by a German parachute 
landmine dropped in September 1940.

Outside can be found the graves of four 
of the Mitford sisters: headstones to Nancy, 
Unity and Diana are near the porch while 
a fourth sister and their parents are buried 
elsewhere in the churchyard. Inside the 
church there is a plaque to their brother, 
Tom, killed in March 1945 in Burma. Their 

childhood home was Asthall Manor, just a mile away.
Also to be found close by is the 2009 headstone of 

Alexander Mosley, grandson of Diana and Sir Oswald 
Mosley, and son of Max Mosley, the motorsport chief, 
who died in May 2021.

John Price

The ford in the small village of Swinbrook, 
just about two miles from Burford, provides 
a splash of water for this month’s cover. The 
village, an idyllic place to visit, can seem 
untouched by time, with beautiful Cotswold 
stone cottages and grand homes. Out-
standing is the church of St Mary, perched 
on a rise near the River Windrush. It was 
used in the 2016 fi lm Bridget Jones’s Baby 
for a christening scene and the village has 
also played a part in Downton Abbey. In-
side are six memorials to the Fettiplaces, a wealthy 
family who held the manor of Swinbrook in the 17th 
century. These unusual memorials consist of two sets 
of three reclining fi gures, stacked as though on two 
triple bunk beds.

One of St Mary’s windows contains remarkable me-
dieval images of angels with almost cartoonish facial 

SWINBROOK

Giles is a bit of a fi nancial whizz kid and is always keen 
to give me a lesson on the economy as he sips his pint 
of Guinness. ‘Loads of people use beer prices as their 
measure of infl ation’, he said, ‘and to be honest they 
are not far wrong. Although a signifi cant part of the 
pricing is taxation, the price of this pint of Guinness 
refl ects cost increases the same as other product 
categories – raw materials, labour, distribution, 
energy all of which are increasing’.

‘It said in the paper the other day that the 
£7 pint is already hitting some London pubs,’ 
I moaned. ‘It also said that last year pub beer 
sales were down 1.1 billion pints or £4.5 billion 
versus 2019. So with pubs emerging from Covid 
struggling with debt, and drinkers only slowly returning 
to the pub, these price increases could be the death 
knell for many pubs.’

‘The other key factor about infl ation,’ Giles went 
on ignoring my moaning, ‘it’s a direct result of the 
£400 billion pumped into the economy by the Bank 
of England to get us through the lock-downs. This 
was an artifi cial expansion of the cash economy not 

related to rises in productivity so, whereas normally 
price increases in one sector are compensated for by 
decreases in another, now there is more cash chasing 
fewer goods resulting in price increases everywhere 
with no compensatory factors.’

Giles drained his pint and nodded to the Guin-
ness tap. I began the measured process of 

pouring his second pint and asked, ‘So how 
can we get this cash overload sorted now it’s 
out there?’

Giles eyed his pouring pint thoughtfully. 
‘The Treasury will say the government debt has 
to be paid off  through taxation but I would say 
the size of government needs to be drastically 

reduced   – there will still be a need for more tax-
ation but fewer government departments to fi nance.’ 

Then Fred walked into the pub, ‘A pint of Hooky 
please, Grumpy – and for God’s sake you two, cheer 
up.’

 Grumpy Landlord
grumpylandlord1@gmail.com

It is hard to believe we are fast approaching 
the half term holiday. As usual, this term 
has been extremely busy. The Year 4 class 
thoroughly enjoyed their trip to the Oxford 
Story Museum. Since then their enjoyment 
in writing has increased, partly due to the 
motivation brought about by their visit, but 
also because of their development as authors 
from writing in lessons.

A group of Year 6 pupils enjoyed a 
morning at the Warriner School where 
they took part in orienteering activities. 
The skills gained from their journey to Yenworthy 
earlier this term put them in great stead for this event. 
They followed various courses and solved a challenge 

at the end of the session. It was a worthwhile 
and enjoyable morning for everyone.

Sixteen pupils from Year 5 had a great 
experience doing a ‘Play in a Day’ at Tudor 
Hall. The whole school was able to attend 
church on 2 February for the Candlemas 
service led by Revd Annie. It was wonderful 
to be able to join together in the church once 

again.
We are now looking forward to World 

Book Day on Thursday 3 March and Fair-
trade fortnight, which takes place during 

the half-term break and the following week.
Denise Welch

dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

of Guinness. ‘Loads of people use beer prices as their 
measure of infl ation’, he said, ‘and to be honest they 
are not far wrong. Although a signifi cant part of the 
pricing is taxation, the price of this pint of Guinness 
refl ects cost increases the same as other product 

I moaned. ‘It also said that last year pub beer 
sales were down 1.1 billion pints or £4.5 billion 

fewer goods resulting in price increases everywhere 
with no compensatory factors.’

Giles drained his pint and nodded to the Guin-
ness tap. I began the measured process of 

‘The Treasury will say the government debt has 
to be paid off  through taxation but I would say 

TALES FROM THE PUMP

INSPIRE. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

C D E
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LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING
CONTRACTORS

n Domestic & Commercial
n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 100 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk

Hairdresser 
Mobile & Salon

07964 286 097

Timothy C. Rose - Director
Lucy E. Rose - Coordinator & Designer

01295 262247
E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery
= Surveys
= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping
= Consultancy
= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MChS

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

G

Established
since 1978

GROSSI Ltd

Carpentry, Joinery,
Maintenance & Builder
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens
Quality & Prompt Service
Free Estimates

Phone: 01295 721100
Mobile: 07721 383997
Email: a.grossi.ltd@gmail.com
www.a-grossi.co.uk
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K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
plant nursery experience.

Nicholsons Plants
Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous 

Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Afternoon tea | Innovative menus

Locally sourced food| All dietary requirements welcome
Monday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time, 
please book via our website.

Afternoon teas must be pre-booked 48hrs in advance, which can be done 
by emailing theyurt@nicholsonsgb.com.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE
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March should see the comple-
tion of our new Parish Room – a 
small meeting room and dedi-
cated space to house the Par-
ish Archive. Next month work 
will start on the long-awaited 
downstairs loo refurbishment, 
followed by a small extension on the Hempton 
Lounge side of the building to house a new disabled 
loo and much needed external loo … that’s a lot of 
new lavatories. 

This programme of continual improvements is 
designed to make the Windmill as good a community 
asset as it can be, with a variety of different lettable 
spaces for local clubs and organisations to ‘do their 
thing’. On that note, while we have a wide-ranging 
mixture of established groups – anything from bad-
minton to baby massage, kickboxing to kids’ tennis, 
dog training to Deddington Players – we always want 
more. Are you the person in the village who could start 
something new at the Windmill? How about a table ten-
nis club – the Main Hall or the Hempton Lounge would 

be perfect for that. Line dancing 
perhaps? Circuit training? Fit-
ness for seniors? Mindfulness 
for beginners? What about 
Scrabble sessions? A chess 
club? A film society? Flower 
arranging? I’ll stop there … the 

point is, if you would like to start something new in 
Deddington, we have the facilities and would love to 
help you. Do get in touch.

Remember you can find information about 
everything that goes on at the Windmill at www.
thewindmilldeddington.org or on our Facebook page. 
If you want to enquire about hiring a space or make 
a booking you can email enquiries@thewindmillded-
dington.org or call us on 07720 834006. Last but not 
least, the village Panto is back on. (Oh yes it is!) Per-
formances of Peter Pan will take place 24–26 March 
at the Windmill and tickets are available online.

Vaughan Jones
vaughan@englishlanguagematters.com

Since writing last, the invisible 
plague visited my door, during 
a time when my supply chain of 
goat’s blood had been inconceiv-
ably held up at customs. Fortu-
nately my conscripted antibodies 
had been put through their paces 
in three separate training drills and 
applied their learning efficiently. 
It felt like mild flu symptoms that 

passed in a few days. The wonders of modern medi-
cine distributed freely by a health service that ensured 
people like me, who would have perished if born prior 
to its inception with my many childhood hospital visits, 

BLISSFUL THINKING
can continue to blight, I mean improve, society with my 
continued presence. Sadly, after the relatively trivial 
restriction of personal freedom that came with Covid 
isolation, came the much more aggravating restriction 
of personal freedom that came with my automobile 
incurring costs well beyond its future value. So 2022 
has not been a vintage year thus far, but there’s still 
much left to screw up yet because, as the old adage 
goes, behind every cynic is a disappointed idealist. 
If you are directly behind someone, you can always 
whisper positive affirmations in their ear.

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

DEDDINGTON FOUR FARMS CHALLENGE
Affectionately abbreviated to the ‘Four Farms’, the 
challenge has been running (no pun intended) since 
2014 and its fun, frolicks and farmyard muck was much 
missed in 2020 and 2021. After its two year absence 
the challenge is back on Saturday 22 May.

It is a local charity, split equally between the Ded-
dington Fire Service, PTA and PFSU. The fun-run 
offers a 5k and 10k option, together with family en-
tertainment into the early afternoon. Local ‘celebrity’ 
coffee, Buzzy Beans, will be there and there will be a 
barbecue, bar, snack and tuck stalls, alongside young 
children’s entertainment.

 We have new sponsors, an injection of energy with 
new members behind its organisation and plenty of 
fresh blood which has arrived in the parish and beyond 
during the ‘Covid years’. The updated website is now 
up and running and entries are already being taken 
on www.fourfarmschallenge.run.

Sophie McCarthy
sophieemcc@gmail.com

TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN
At this time of year we start to think about the mud 
drying up and getting out to walk in the beautiful 
English countryside again, but where to find new and 
interesting walks?

There is a lot of walking information on the web but 
it is difficult to find. Walking in Oxfordshire, www.walk-
inginengland.co.uk/oxfordshire, part of the Walking in 
England website, brings it together in one place. It has 
hundreds of walks to download and to print, free, with 
walks from half a mile to more than twelve miles, and 
a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, 
so everyone can find a walk to enjoy.

It also has books of walks, details of all the walking 
groups in the county and much more. Whether you 
want to walk on your own or with a group the informa-
tion is there in one place. So check out the website 
and get walking.

John Harris 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

DEDDINGTON COM MUNI TY CENTRE
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PHOTO COMPETITION
Friends of Deddington Library

All calender proceeds go to Friends of Deddington Library
Registered Charity No. 1164811

Winning entries will be featured in the 
2023 Deddington Parish Calendar!

Once again, we are inviting you to enter your 
photos celebrating Deddington, Clifton and Hempton.

All ages and abilities welcome!
Images must be landscape format, files must be 

minimum 5Mb, 300dpi and saved as high quality JPGs.

Deadline for entries is Friday 5th August 2021
Submit your entries by email to abw@brynwilliams.com

For more details, please visit 
www.FriendsofDeddingtonLibrary.com

We are excited to announce that, for the fi rst time since 
2019, the Deddington Festival will be back again, for 
one day only, on Saturday 2 July.

We are bringing back some of 
your favourite events so that the 
whole family can come along and 
enjoy a wonderful day of music, 
arts and culture. The ever-popular 
Children’s Festival will kick off  the 
day, followed by the high octane 
Deddy Carfest and moving into an evening of top class 
music at Deddy Rocks. An art exhibition, showcasing 
our local talent, will also be running throughout the 
day so get creating. To top it off  there will be d elicious 
food and drink available.

Put Saturday, 2 July, into your diaries and come 
along for an amazing day out!

Watch out for further news of the 
Deddington Festival in subsequent 
issues and follow us on Facebook 
to keep up to date.

Also, if you like organising and 
running events we’re looking for 
volunteers to join the festival com-
mittee. please email me for details 

of how you can get involved.
Elli Ince

mrs.elli.ince@gmail.com

WE’RE BACK – DEDDINGTON FESTIVAL 2022 IS ON!

The Deddington Housing Association management 
committee is a small group of volunteer trustees who 
manage and oversee the upkeep of the fi ve Holly Tree 
properties in Earls Lane, Deddington. The properties 
are for the benefi t of the ‘aged and/or physically dis-
abled persons in necessitous circumstances within 
the Parish of Deddington upon terms appropriate to 
their means’.

We will shortly have a fully refurbished one-bed-
room bungalow available to let. It is anticipated that 
this will be available in early April 2022.  Expressions 

of interest can be registered, in the fi rst instance, via 
email to chair@thedha.org or by post to Stella O›Neill, 
DHA Chair, c/o College Farm Cottage, 5 Hopcraft 
Lane, Deddington, Oxon OX15 0TD. The closing date 
is mid-day Saturday 5 March 2022. Those whose 
expression of interest proves they meet the charity cri-
teria will be sent a full application form for completion, 
following which, shortlisting, interview and appointment 
will be carried out. 

Stella O’Neill,  Chair

DEDDINGTON HOUSING ASSOCIATION
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

I
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David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk

01869 254010 

mark@trebler.co.uk

www.trebler.co.uk

Treble R - Repair Restore Repurpose

Repairs, restorations, alterations and 
commissions undertaken with care, skill and 

attention to detail by highly experienced 
Furniture Maker and Engineer

Based in Fritwell, I provide a local and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you have 

something damaged, worn, in need of alteration 
or require something new I can usually help. 

Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, shelving, drawers and 
doors.  Flat pack furniture assembly and fitting.  

Art installation. Children’s furniture and toys. 
Garden furniture, storage, tools and more.

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

 
 

T H E   

T H E R A P I S T 
  
  
S U S I   B A R B E R  CertHyp CS MHS    

Psychotherapist, Counsellor 
& Clinical Hypnotherapist 

  
 

for Anxiety . Addiction . Eating Patterns . 
Fears & Phobia . P T S D . Self-esteem & 

Confidence . Quit smoking . Sleep 
patterns & Insomnia .  worry 

 

Tel. 01295 269393 
email: mrs.barber.email@gmail.com 

 
http://www.hypnotherapy-directory.org.uk/hypnotherapists/susi-barber 

 

www.completeenvironmentalservices.co.uk

PEST CONTROL
Rodents - Insects - Birds

07979 924209
info@completepestcontol.co.uk

J
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LETTERS
FROM JEAN RUDGE,
DEDDINGTON
It is with great sadness and regret that 
the committee of Deddington Day Cen-
tre (aka Windmill Thursday Club) has 
to announce its permanent closure. We 
are proud to have served the commu-
nity for over twenty years, providing an 
entertaining day out with a hot meal for 
elderly, frail or vulnerable members of 
Deddington and surrounding villages. Over the years 
we have had hundreds of clients, some of them dating 
back to the very beginning and still with us. Everyone 
involved, including staff  and volunteers, enjoyed the 
day and much fun was had. It was also good to know 
that family and carers had a day of respite with peace 
of mind and we have received many appreciative 
comments. One of our favourites was ‘It’s like having 
another family.’ 

We have weathered many crises, including the 
withdrawal of funding from OCC but Covid was a fi nal 
challenge we could not meet. We would like to off er our 
sincere thanks to everyone who has supported us over 
the years – charitable organisations, parish councils, 
local organisations and many individuals, including 
our volunteers past and present, without whom the 
Centre could not have functioned. All fi nancial assets 
have been transferred to other, similar charities, so the 
good work will continue, but, sadly without us.
.
FROM THE CHURCHYARD MOWING TEAM
Unfortunately, we are experiencing a large increase in 
the amount of dog mess to be found around the upper 
and lower churchyards. Not only is this unpleasant to 
see but it is a health hazard. It does not seem right 
that our volunteer mowing team has to clear the mess 
before mowing can commence.

Please may we respectfully remind dog walkers 
that the churchyards are visited by all and to be mindful 
that they are consecrated areas.

FROM A HEMPTON RESIDENT
(Name And Address Supplied)
Following John Price’s article in February’s DN re-
garding BT Digital Voice, I thought readers might be 
interested in my recent appalling experience when I 
decided to have it installed. I opted for an alternative 
to Digital Voice, which turned out to be unavailable. 
I was given an installation date so took an unpaid 
day off  only to fi nd the engineers were only doing the 
outside work and I would be contacted by BT to make 
an appointment for the internal work. They made an 
appointment for a couple of weeks later which I only 
discovered when I happened to look at my account, 
 for which again I had to take an unpaid day off . When 
the engineer arrived he told me I had to have Digital 
Voice as the other option had been withdrawn. 

After he completed the installation the broadband 
worked but not the telephone and he told me it could 
take up to 24 hours for it to do so. I actually had no 

telephone service at all for three weeks 
and no incoming service for a further 
fi ve weeks. I lost count of the number 
of mobile calls, texts and emails both 
sent and received to and from BT. It 
was fi nally resolved when I made a 
formal complaint to the CEO but only 
by having a new number, with the work 
entailed in informing all my contacts of 
the change.

BT gave me an insulting amount of compensation 
which the ombudsman rated as more than fair, al-
though certainly not in my eyes. Anyone considering 
having this service installed should think long and hard 
about it, especially if running a business from home. 
It could ruin them.

FROM AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Age UK Oxfordshire has launched a new scams pre-
vention and support programme for older people in 
Oxfordshire. We are able to off er group talks to raise 
awareness of scams and also one-to-one sessions for 
those who have been aff ected by scams.

Sophisticated scams have been increasing during 
the pandemic with criminals devising more ways to tar-
get those they believe to be vulnerable. This means it’s 
more vital to support those who may be at greater risk.

We’re pleased to be launching the Age UK Scams 
Prevention and Support Programme in the Oxford-
shire area. Scams can have a devastating eff ect on 
older victims – in England and Wales an older person 
becomes a victim of fraud every 40 seconds, which 
is over 800,000 older people every year. This shows 
just how important this programme is to try and keep 
older people in Oxfordshire as safe as possible when 
it comes to fi nancial crime.

Contact: 0345 450 1276. https://www.ageuk.org.uk/
globalassets/age-uk/documents/information-guides/
ageukig05_avoiding_scams_inf.pdf https://www.
ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/infor-
mation-guides/ageukig01_staying_safe.inf.pd.

Please address all letters to:
JILL CHEESEMAN

37 THE DAEDINGS, DEDDINGTON
editor@deddingtonnews.co.uk

and include your name and address
even if they are not for publication

New painter and decorator based in 
Deddington

Competitive rates

Fully insured

Please call Kat Onions on 
077 599 735 35

Or email katonions@hotmail.co.uk

No job too small
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Congratulations to the Hempton Halfwits; they proved 
to be anything but, winning the 8 February Unicorn 
Inn quiz.

Gardens are waking up early this year with bulbs 
pushing out their tender green leaves. The local deer 
or rabbit population has also noticed this seasonal 
delicacy on the menu. They don’t eat snowdrops or 
daffodils because they are toxic, but will munch your 
tulips and lilies down to the ground. I have swathes 
of bluebells which have been decimated. I believe 
muntjak deer are partial to bluebell leaves. Memo to 
self, fix the fence!

A neighbour has also had trouble with the local 
fauna. Itinerant mice took up residence in their car. 
A worrying development as they like destroying 
upholstery for nesting material or chewing through 
electrical wiring. They were politely invited to get lost 
by employment of peppermint oil to deter them and 
humane traps laced with bait. They ignored the pep-
permint, or wore gas masks, and made off with the bait, 
grateful for a free supply of M&Ms and peanut butter 
(chunky by preference), whilst avoiding incarceration. 
Regrettably, a last desperate, less polite solution was 
needed. I wonder if they were related to Frankie and 
Benjy? They, too, may have been searching for the 
answer to the ultimate question. If you see the Vogon 
Constructor Fleet, call Jeff Bezos; you need to get off 
the planet, pronto. No, it wasn’t a Ford Prefect they 
infested.

Whilst strolling along Summer Ley and Snake Hill 
I noticed a continuous series of little mounds of white 
powder on the edge of the pathway. They were spaced 
regularly at about 10 metre intervals. Where there 
was an alternative pathway a narrow line of powder 
replaced the mound. Half way up the steep rise on 
Snake Hill, opposite the badger set, powder was laid 

in an X. I later saw similar marks in Barford St Michael.
There are countless posts online by intrigued ob-

servers of the phenomenon, imagining all manner of 
explanations from thieves marking houses, scent trails 
for hunting dogs, markers for terrorists, poison laid for 
pets or wildlife, to cocaine dropped by drug dealers. 
The answer is more mundane as any enthusiastic trail 
runner will know and is the trail left by ‘Hash House 
Harriers’ or ‘Hashers’, a worldwide network of runners, 
established in 1938, who take part in non-competitive 
events which often include socialising at local pubs. 
They use flour to mark the route because it’s cheap, 
washed away easily by rain, friendly to flora and fauna 
and highly visible in all but snow or on chalk.

Hashing originated in what is now Malaysia. A 
group of British colonials got together to organise a 
regular paper chase. The title ‘Hash House Harriers’ is 
derived from a slang expression for the local canteen 
they patronised which served mediocre food, ‘hash’ 
being slang for bad food. In 1962 a second chapter or 
‘kennel’ was founded in Singapore.

The phenomenon has since spread worldwide and 
there are now variations on the original theme includ-
ing bike hashes, river or snorkel hashes, snowshoe 
and ski ‘skashes’, special competitive events such as 
hash-a-thons, tour-duh-hash, sash challenges and 
tri-hash-thon combining run, swim and bike hashes. 
In 1987, Donna Rhinehart, a spectator, wearing a red 
dress, at a Long Beach hash grew bored and joined 
in. Red Dress runs round the globe now raise  millions 
for charity. The Snake Hill trail may have been laid by 
North Oxfordshire Social Hash (NOSH) but there are 
a number of possible kennels in the area.

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

The winter months have been 
a good time to tackle my 
pending tray. An article about 
the Hancox Family is now 
available on the History website. A photograph from 
circa 1887 of the village football team with David Han-
cox in it made me wonder when Deddington Football 
Club was formed. The answer lay in a newspaper 
cutting provided by John Plumbe with the intriguing 
information that it was the Cricket Club that formed it 
in 1886 in order to continue their gatherings through 
the winter for both sporting and social activities – the 
latter being  ‘convivial suppers’ with singing afterwards. 
Arthur Hancox married Mary Ann Bliss in 1909 so 

research into the Bliss Family 
inevitably followed. I have also 
written up the story of the Bull 
Family who lived in our house 

(the Stile House) and whose son Ronald was killed in 
action just days before the WWI Armistice. Amongst 
this fascinating research I discovered the 1939 Reg-
ister of Households compiled at the start of WWII. In 
the absence of a 1931 census, which was destroyed 
by fire, I commend it as a very useful genealogical 
source. All the above can be found under the heading 
of New Articles at www.deddingtonhistory.uk 

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

www.deddingtonhistory.uk
History Corner

Katharine House Hospice is recruiting gardeners to 
sign up for its popular Open Gardens scheme this 
summer and help raise much needed funds for its 
specialist palliative care provided to area adults with 
life-limiting conditions.

Residents in local villages open their gardens to 

CALLING KEEN GARDENERS
the public who either buy tickets or make a donation.

To volunteer or to find out more about the Open 
Gardens scheme, contact Sandra Price on GetIn-
volved@khh.org.uk or visit the KHH website at khh.
org.uk/gardens.
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BED & BREAKFAST

Hill Barn
English Tourism Council – 3 Stars

Milton Gated Road, Deddington
Nr Banbury, Oxon OX15 0TS

Tel: 01869 338631
email: hillbarnbb@btconnect.com

www.hillbarn-bb.co.uk

Converted barn, set in open countryside with 
views overlooking valley and hills. Convenient base for 

Oxford, Cotswolds, Warwick and Stratford 

Comfortable accommodation and
warm welcome assured 

Ground floor accommodation available

Contact: Joan White

Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

24 Hour Service 
 

Monumental Masonry 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for aFREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk

K
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finders.co.uk

Switch to Finders Keepers and let 
us manage the rest.

01295 276766
banbury@finderskeepers.co.uk

We can make it easy

Time To 
Switch Agent?

L

DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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CALLING ALL CLUBS
Photographic Society
What an inspiring evening the club had listening to 
Will Gray talk about ‘British Wildlife Adventures’. Will 
is an award-winning photographer of over 30 years. 
He  gave us a pictorial tour of Scotland and information 
on how to deal with problems from salt spray on the 
camera and exposure issues to set-ups with hides. 
He emphasised that practise and taking considered 
images is the way to hone your craft. Firing off hun-
dreds of shots without being patient and moving up, 
down and around to find that pleasing composition 
will prove fruitless, especially when wildlife do not do 
what you expect. Will also presented some of his less 
successful shots to show how he worked to find the 
ideal whilst out in the field.

There are so many nature reserves and wildlife 
areas that can be found just a few miles from any 
major motorway or city that any photographer should 
find time to try to capture wildlife. However, please 
remember to respect the creature and its habitat. I 
recommend Will’s wonderful website where you will 
find not only his great images but also details of his 
book Family Wildlife Adventures that gives ideas on 
where to stay for wildlife exploration.

Our next talk is by John Lewis on ‘Composition 
for the Viewer’ on Wednesday 2 March at 7.30pm at 
the Adderbury Institute. Please check our website for 
any changes.

Anne Hunsley www.addphoto.co.uk

Local Vocals Community Choir
We’re carrying out an experiment this term. For the 
first time we have both the words and the music. The 
consensus seems to be that this is helpful, even for 
those who don’t read music, as you can at least see 
if the note goes up or down. We’re also delighted to 
have a couple of new members to swell the alto and 
baritone sections. Next term we’ll choose a new song 
put forward by members which will add to our growing 
repertoire. Not sure my Stormzy choice will get many 
votes!

We meet on Mondays at 7.30pm during term time 
in the primary school hall.

To find out more about our choir (including our Cov-
id protocols) or to contact us please go to our website 
www.localvocalscc.co.uk

Alison Grieve

Deddington Players
The show WILL go on! We are delighted to say that 
our pantomime, Peter Pan, will now be performed on 
24–26 March. Join Wendy, Peter, Tinkerbell and the 
gang as they go on an adventure in Neverland and 
escape the dastardly clutches of Captain Hook and his 
band of not-so-scary pirates. There are new friends 
along the way, rousing tunes and loads of laughs and 
silliness. And don’t forget the tick, tick, tock of that croc. 

Performances at the Windmill are: Thursday 24 
March 7.30pm, Friday 25 March 7.30pm and Saturday 
26 March 2.30pm and 6.30pm. Tickets are £4/child, £5/

concessions, £6/adult on sale now at ww.ticketsource.
co.uk/deddington-players and you can follow all the 
pre-show fun at rehearsals on our Facebook page, 
@DeddingtonPlayers. We would like to say a huge 
thank you to all our fellow Windmill users who have 
kindly accommodated our rescheduled dates and to 
the Windmill Management Team for their hard work in 
supporting our new dates. We are very grateful and 
hope you enjoy the show.

Suzie Upson suzieupson@mac.com

Book Group
Dark Fire is the second in CJ Sansom’s series of mys-
teries set in the reign of Henry VIII and featuring the 
lawyer, Matthew Shardlake. In this novel Shardlake 
has two cases to solve; the first, a girl charged with 
murdering her young cousin. She refuses to plead her 
innocence and faces a terrible death but Shardlake ob-
tains a temporary reprieve in exchange for undertaking 
a task for Thomas Cromwell. He must find the secret 
formula for Greek Fire, the substance with which the 
Byzantines destroyed the Arab navies.

Overall, we found the book an enjoyable and in-
triguing page-turner, although some of us felt it was 
over long and needed some editing. The characters 
are well drawn, whether fictional or real historical 
figures. The initially spiky relationship between the 
cultured hunchback, Shardlake, and his brash young 
assistant, Barak, develops convincingly. Sansom’s 
impressive knowledge of the period enables him to 
create a multi-layered and atmospheric picture of pol-
itics, religious upheavals and other aspects of society 
in Tudor England.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 31 March. Please 
contact Sally Lambert on 01869 338094 for details.

Sian Waterman

Bookworms
At our last meeting we discussed Flight by Isabel 
Ashdown, a book that did not live up to its promising 
reviews.

Similar to our previous read, Missing Rose, the 
story is of secrets and lies. Wren and Rob have a 
seemingly happy marriage made complete with the 
arrival of a new baby, Phoebe. However, one day Wren 
leaves both Rob and the baby with no explanation or 
details of her whereabouts. Over 20 years, life goes 
on with Rob finding happiness with their best friend 
Laura, raising Phoebe between them.

Laura eventually tracks Wren down in North Corn-
wall, where she has been living in seclusion for the 
past 20 years. Parts are thought provoking, touching 
on post-natal depression and the effects of guilt held 
for many years. It was an easy but frustrating read.

This month we are reading The Horseman by Tim 
Pears. We have a couple of places if anyone would 
like to join us. We meet on the last Thursday of each 
month. Please feel free to contact me for more infor-
mation.

Janet Macey 01869 336156
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Royal British Legion Deddington Branch
There has been little activity but I can report on two 
positive things. The new metal frame around the War 
Memorial base has held the Remembrance Sunday 
wreaths firmly in place throughout the winter weather. 
Secondly, Deddington Town Football Club Veterans 
(aka DUST VETS) held a Christmas raffle that resulted 
in £560 being donated to the Poppy Appeal fund. A big 
thank you to the ‘old boys.’

Rob Forsyth robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Deddington Town Football Club
First Team
2.01.22 Arncott Athletic (h) (CUP) W 11–0
29.01.22 Kings Sutton (a) W 3–1
05.02.22 Wroxton Sports FC (h) W 4–2
Reserve Team
29.01.22 Steeple Aston 1st (h) D 2–2
05.02.22 Steeple Aston 1st (a) (CUP) L 0–3
This was a much better month from the First Team de-
spite a plethora of postponements and cancellations. 
Opening with an annihilation of Arncott, the Humbugs 
put on a swashbuckling display, cracking in double fig-
ures as an unplayable Joe Thornton snaffled five goals. 
Back-to-back victories in the league have taken them 
clear of the dregs and looking up for the remainder of 
the season. The Latics have not done quite so well. 
Although they picked up a valuable point in the league 
grudge match against Steeple Aston, they conspired 
to lose the reverse cup fixture in dismal fashion. Of 
course, there’s much to play for, mostly rearranged 
fixtures, so how the season finale plays out is anyone’s 
guess at this point.

Aaron Bliss 07909 642882

Deddington Town Youth Teams
The Under 15s, playing in the WDYFL B Spring 
League, have had a mixed set of results – a 2–3 away 
victory at Bampton Town, with two goals for James 
Marrett; a 1–3 home defeat to Carterton, a 3–6 away 
victory at Chadlington with five goals for Ben Jones, 
and a narrow 2–3 home defeat to Combe after leading 
2–0 at half-time. The Under 13s, also playing in the 
WDYFL C Spring League, have been on a good run 
– an 0–8 away victory at Witney Vikings with a hat-
trick for Theo Flint, followed by a 1–1 draw at home 
to Banbury Irish, 2–2 away draw at Banbury United 
Spencer, and 1–1 draw with Bloxham. The Under 12s, 
playing in the Oxfordshire Youth Football League, had 
an 0–6 away victory at Abingdon Youth, followed by an 
0–4 away victory at Rose Hill. In the Under 12 Cup, the 
game against Didcot Town ended 2–2 but Deddington 
made it through 3–2 on penalties into the next round.

We are planning our Youth Presentation Day on 
Sunday 12 June 2022 from 1.30pm at the Windmill 
Centre. We are looking for local companies to spon-
sor the event – trophies, event programme, raffle 
prizes, or the event overall. If you are interested email 

carsykes@btinternet.com for further information.
Further information about the club is on our web-

site, www.deddingtontownfc. Or visit us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc

Roger Sykes 07899 914425

Deddington Tennis Club
As we start seeing signs of spring, maybe you’re think-
ing about dusting off your racket and getting back on 
the tennis court. Playing tennis means different things 
to different people and there are lots of things on offer 
at the club to suit all requirements.

If you’re interested in competing, we have teams 
playing midweek and weekend leagues, as reported 
last month. We also run a friendly Box League compe-
tition with one round a month. Our juniors have teams 
competing at various age groups in the Oxfordshire 
League.

For many people, tennis is a social occasion as well 
as good exercise. The club has social sessions running 
four times a week: Tuesday morning from 10.15am, 
Wednesday evening from 6.00pm and Sunday morn-
ing 11.00am–1.00pm. You can just turn up and play. 
On Thursday afternoon there is an All Play All format 
starting at 1.00pm. For this one you need to sign up. 

Maybe you haven’t picked up a racket for quite 
some time and would like some coaching to get you 
back into tennis. We run adult and junior group and 
individual coaching all year round, weather permitting, 
for all ages and all levels. If you’d like to know more, 
please email Paul Taylor on paultaylortennis@hotmail.
co.uk.

For information about all our activities please check 
our website, www.deddingtontennis.com.

Becky Jones www.deddingtontennis.com

1st Deddington Scout Group
Cubs
This month Cubs have enjoyed finishing some of their 
Pioneer badge activities, involving learning knots and 
lashings. We have also had activities focused on road 
safety; learning the Green Cross Code, how to behave 
safely as a car passenger or driver, and studying dif-
ferent road signs and types of road crossings.

We had a special evening learning about Chinese 
New Year. We are lucky enough to have a Cub in 
our pack with Chinese heritage who taught us to say 
Happy New Year in Mandarin, how to make paper 
decorations, and shared some Chinese food with us. 
Thank you to Will and his family for sharing a bit of 
their culture with us. Also thanks Popular Chinese 
Takeaway for donating fortune cookies for the Cubs. 
We played great team games related to the Chinese 
Zodiac and used chopsticks to lift individual peas be-
tween bowls with lots of noise and lots of fun. In the 
run-up to half term we are looking forward to visiting 
Deddington Fire station and we are grateful to the 

SPORT 

CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p25

YOUTH 

Continued on p29   



March 2022 Deddington News 27

All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

Unforgettable experiences!

Vintage 
Tiger Moth 
flights...

www.finesthourexperiences.co.uk
info@finesthourexperiences.co.uk

07415 735683

...aerobatics...

...and 
Stearman lessons

F I N E S T  H O U R
E X P E R I E N C E S

Gift vouchers available for:
Tiger Moth lessons  •  Aerobatic Experiences  •  Stearman lessons

Tiger Moth Themed Tours: 
Midsomer Murders • Inspector Morse  

The Cotswolds  • Ancient England  • English Civil War
Railway Tour • Aviation Heritage

Gift vouchers available for:

M

 

 

 

Everyone wrestles with money questions.  
 
 

How will I afford the retirement lifestyle I want?  
 
 

How do I arrange my finances in a tax efficient manner?  
 
 

How do I best plan for the future to hand a meaningful 
inheritance down to my children? 

 
 

These are important questions, but you do not have to face 
them alone. 

 

You have one life, let us help you live it. 
 

Call us for a friendly, no obligation chat 
on 01869 331 469 

The Stableblock | Castle Farm | Clifton Road | Deddington | OX15 0TP 
wmm.co.uk                                                  FCA registered number 146499 

Financial Planners and Wealth Managers 
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“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We now offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound 
care for 2-4 year olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast 
Club and 3-6pm After School Club. 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work 
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-esteem 
and social skills.
• Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds
• Now offering the new 30-hours gov-funded childcare
• A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff together with 

parents

Nursery:    01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH

Deddington Parnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247 
Charity No: 1117963

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 
Charity No: 1100275

N
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local Fire Service for accommodating our visit to this 
important community service.

Paul Honess deddingtoncubs@gmail.com
Scouts
Global issues and the world outside Deddington have 
been the Scouts’ focus recently: finding out where 
things are manufactured and why, looking at the 
possibility of international harmony through sporting 
events (the jury’s still out) and natural disasters. Did 
you know there’s a ‘top ten’ of disasters based on 
loss of life? We divided the Scouts up, gave them a 
disaster to investigate, after which they presented a 
news report. Then, for a little light relief, they played 
a game called Diseases and Antidotes – much more 
fun than it sounds.

The next topic was for the International Badge – we 
picked Switzerland from a selection of countries after 
Toblerone was mentioned. They learned to say, ‘Where 
are the toilets, please?’, in French, German, Italian and 
Romansh which links nicely with our toilet-twinning 
fundraising topic. A quiz, a game of ice hockey and 
boulder throwing (a national sport apparently) rounded 
off the evening.

Pete Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com

As you might notice, after 22 years, I’ve stepped away 
from running the Cub Pack and have handed it over 
to Paul. I have enjoyed every moment of being Akela 
and I thank all the parents who (probably unwisely) 
allowed me access to their children. Don’t worry they’ll 
get over it in the end, the nightmares can’t last forever! 
I haven’t left the group completely; I’m still interfering 
at Scouts (although I like to think of it as helping) and 
have taken over the role of Group Scout Leader.

I hope Paul has as much fun as I’ve had and the 
Cub Pack continues to thrive. Thanks again to all the 
parents and carers who have helped me over the 
years, I couldn’t have done it without you.

Jo Churchyard.

1st Deddington Brownies
This month we have been working on our Innovation 
badge and perfecting our sewing skills. We are plan-
ning a big Promise ceremony for just before half-term 
for the Brownies who have joined us since September.

Fern Stringer
deddingtonbrownies@gmail.com

YOUTH Continued from p26 DEDDINGTON ENVIRONMENT NETWORK
With Easter approaching, we thought we’d look at how 
we can help to make chocolate a more environmen-
tally and ethically sustainable treat. Experts estimate 
that chocolate ranks just below red meat in terms of 
eco-unfriendly foods. Why is that?

Cacao beans (which are roasted before being 
turned into chocolate) like the humid, shady climate 
conditions found around the equator. One of the 
main problems is deforestation - the cutting down 
of older trees for new mono-crop plantations. In the 
Ivory Coast, the largest exporter, 80% of traditional 
forest has been lost to cacao farming in the last 50 
years, leading to the release of carbon-dioxide and 
driving global warming, and loss of crucial biodiversi-
ty. Shade-loving cacao plants can still fruit in full sun 
but at a much lower yield and they need much more 
water, pesticides, and herbicides to thrive. This is quite 
enough to give chocolate a bad name but, additionally, 
¾ of chocolate eaten in this country is milk chocolate 
which is likely to be made with refined sugar (another 
monocrop), unsustainable palm-oil and methane-pro-
ducing cows’ milk. That’s before we even start to look 
at the manufacturing processes and transportation.

There is hope. New techniques in cacao farming 
including planting under the shade of existing hard-
wood trees, with other crops as wells as new pruning 
and harvesting techniques have helped maximised 
cropping and reduced rainforest destruction.

What steps can we take to help? Choose dark 
chocolate over milk or choose vegan milk chocolate. 
Be aware of excess packaging – avoid small packets, 
Easter Eggs wrapped in foil and packaged in plastic. 
Consider buying bars not eggs. Look out for Rainfor-
est Alliance/UTZ certified brands. Check labels for 
ingredients and try to avoid palm oil. Recent changes 
have meant that only 20% of ingredients must now be 
Fairtrade to receive Fairtrade status, so Direct Trade is 
even better to avoid links with child and slave labour.

Some of the best eco-friendly and ethical brands: 
Seed and Bean, Divine, Love Cocoa, Traidcraft, Moo 
Free, Cocoa Loco, Tony’s Chocolonely, Booja Booja, 
Montezuma’s and Hotel Chocolat. Some to avoid are 
Mondelez/Cadbury, Mars, Ferrero Rocher, Thorntons, 
Green & Black and Nestle.

Join our next Litter Pick on Sunday 13 March at 
3.00pm. Bags and pickers supplied. Email info@ded-
dingtonenvironment.net if you can join us.

Fiona Smith
fionasmith1969@gmail.com

The late Terry Clinch was a former chairman of the 
Friends of Castle Grounds where he was well known 
for his consummate fundraising and energy during his 
time with the Friends.

Hopefully the bird boxes will be put in place on 17 
February when tree works are carried out. Plans are 
in place for the wall on the south east corner and the 
chain fence in the south west corner to be repaired in 
the near future.

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 9 March 
at the Deddington Arms meeting room at 7.30. Please 
come and find out the work that has been carried out 
this year and the plans for the future. We are always 
looking for new committee members to help us to 
maintain this historic and wonderful site.

Carol Garrett 
cgarrett@btinternet.com

FRIENDS OF CASTLE GROUNDS
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It’s lovely to see the coff ee mornings continuing to 
be well supported but, due to the Covid infection 
risk, outings remain suspended. We hope to re-
sume them around Easter when, with the hope of 
better weather, there will be more interest in 
going out and a greater variety of suitable 
places to visit. There is no news yet about 
fi lm nights returning, although we are con-
stantly in touch with Age UK about this.
We are beginning to plan a Holly Tree Club 
celebration for members,  commemorating the 
Queen’s platinum jubilee. It will be ‘Afternoon 
Tea with Fizz’ on  Wednesday 1 June, allowing the 
bank holiday weekend dates to be left free to attend 
any other events.

Since so many people are being targeted by scams 
these days we are investigating the possibility of hav-

ing an informational talk at a future coff ee morning. 
Meanwhile we suggest that anyone contacted by tele-
phone and unsure whether the call is genuine should 

hang up immediately and then call a family mem-
ber or friend to check the line is clear and not 

still connected to the scammers. They tend to 
hold on and wait for you to phone your bank 
to check that your account is secure and get 
your account details that way. Never phone 

your bank straight away; always wait at least 
10 minutes before following up with any call to 

a bank. Never give personal details, regardless 
of how much information they seem to know about 
you already. However plausible the caller seems to 
be, they are probably not genuine. These are very 
clever criminals!

Julia Cork Julia.cork@thedha.org

An exceptionally busy month for the fi re station, with 
just over 20 call-outs consisting of eight fi res, four 
rescues, four alarms, four standbys and 
one hazardous materials incident. 
Training has been intense with two exercis-
es taking place at the Horton Hospital 
and Moreton-in-Marsh Fire College. A 
third training scenario had to be can-
celled as crews were busy with a real 
life incident.

Garin Wilby, Adam Perry and Corrie 
King all passed their BA theory exam and 
Ben Fenemore is now a fully trained BA leader. The 
nursey school had a visit from the fi re station. The 
children inspected the truck and were allowed to have 

a go shooting water from the fi rehose reel – too much 
amusement.

Although we are not currently recruiting, 
the recruitment truck has been resident at 
the station to raise awareness of the fi re ser-

vice and all it provides for the community.
As always, please be mindful of the 

continued low sun and frosty mornings 
when driving and, as home fi res are still 

welcome in the evening, please inspect 
your chimneys and get them swept if nec-

essary.
James Greenwood FFD

James@cyclogicalshop.co.uk 

HOLLY TREE CLUB

FROM THE FIRE STATION
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ERRATIC AQUATIC
 Warm jelly cushions swell across the pond
Each solar powered cell a black dot minifrond

Bubble wrap dissolving, heads and tails are free
Oxygen absorbed fuels frantic energy

Wriggling mass explores, by appetite compelled.
Water reads like Braille, survival is propelled

Legs develop fast, fringed with fi nger-toes
Forearms square a base, little sign of nose

Tail shrinks, eye blinks – goodbye tasty brother
(Never had a moral code, absent father, mother)

Split skin erodes, green camoufl age disguises
Flying calories elastic tongue surprises

Evaporating pond – horizon grass may top it – 
Before last croak, need a mate, must be time to hop 
it …

Maureen Dew

NO MOW MAY  – AND JUNE?
The Parish Council is considering a suggestion that 
we don‘t cut the green spaces and roadside verges 
around the parish during May – and possibly June – 
this year. It’s good for the environment in general and 
it especially encourages pollinating bees and plantlife. 
Examples are Goose Green, Gaveston Green and the 
Windmill Street and Hempton greens. And extending 
the ‘no cuts’ into June would give plants like orchids 
time to set seed. The contractor will leave a mown 
strip around the edges so the grass doesn’t fl op on 
to the road.

Exceptions will be the sports pitches, play areas, 
cemetery and any stretch of verge where road safety 
demands good sight lines. And the Castle Grounds 
for dog walkers, and the Four Farms Challenge set 
for 22 May.

We probably won’t save any money this year but 
if it is popular, it could be built into the next mowing 
contract from 2023.

Is this a good idea?
Mary Robinson

Maryrobinson.dpc@gmail.com
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Your Outstanding Award-Winning
Restaurant

Restaurant and Take-away
Fully Licensed & Air-conditioned

5-Star Food Hygiene Rating

New Street (High Street) 
Deddington OX15 0SP

Open 7 days a week
12 noon–2.30pm & 5.30pm–11pm 

(Monday–Saturday)
12 noon–2.30pm & 5.30pm–10pm 

(Sunday & Bank Holidays)
Tel: 01869 337733/337799

www.bengalspice-restaurant.com
Book your special event with us

A real taste of exotic Bengal

SpiceBengal

01869 352002
The Old Forge Building, North Green, Kirtlington, OX5 3JZ

Call Simon, Matt or Caleb on:

hello@computer-pro.co.uk www.computer-pro.co.uk

At your home/business or in our workshop

Apple/Mac, Microsoft/Windows & Android

Computer slow to start or load?

Are your mobile devices out of sync?

Are your important files backed up?

Poor wifi or slow internet connection?

Broken screen, liquid or other damage?

Suspicious activity, virus or hacked?

Helping Homes & Small Businesses for 20 years

Local, friendly, fast & flexible experts
 Computer Repair & IT Support 
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C.A. Berger
Painting & Decorating
Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial
Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance

Mobile 
07875 212315
Office Tel/Fax 

01295 738633
Email: 

claytonaberger@gmail.com

PICTURE FRAMING
Adderbury

u Expert advice on all your framing
u Art and photo framing
u Fast turnaround

u By appointment only
Please contact Chris Tout

07460 226974
chriswtout@gmail.com

www.bespoke-framing.co.uk

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaaon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

P

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 



10% 
Discount 

Collections Only* 

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN) 
This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*. 

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these offers please tick the box. 
We do not give your details to any third parties. 

e-mail 

Address Name 

Chapel Square, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 0SG 
Tel: 01869 338275   •   Fax: 01869 337014 

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk 

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 
 
If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.* 

*Terms & Conditions Apply. 

Propertymark Qualified Experts

01869 337346

Our Free Landlord Compliance Checklist
www.jpga.club/CherryLetsLandlords

Always here to help local landlords

Deddington Lettings Specialists

www.cherry-lets.co.uk

Local Investment Advice

IBC 



DEDDINGTON  DATA
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001 
CITIZENS ADVICE 01295 221448
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
 Repeat prescriptions (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 338847
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 John Radcliffe 0300 304 7777
 Manor (Nuffield Health, Private) 01865 981219
 Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 811866
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447
 Monday 9.00am–12.30pm
 Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU  01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Heyfordian Travel 01869 241500 
 National Express 0871 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 08457 484950
 OurBus Bartons  01869 699699
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201 
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250 
 Traveline (Public Transport)  0871 200 22 33
UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs) 0800 111 999
 Electricity — any supplier:
 Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline365  (over 60s) 0800 101 3333
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
 Water leak 0800 714 614
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  01865 792422

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY 01869 338391
 Monday 2.00–7.00pm
 Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
 Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
 Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of con-
tacts is available from the Library or the Deddington On-
Line website at https://www.deddington.org.uk/directory/

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

Printed in the UK by BCQ Group, 1 Osier Way, Swan Business Park, Buckingham MK18. Tel: 01280 824000 
www.bcqgroup.com

Duns Tew Kitchens

01869 340429  /  01908 505658 

info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk

www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk


