
In Memory of Queen Elizabeth II – 1926-2022

TheDeddington News
October 2022



Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Chiropractic
 Osteopathy
 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy
 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT
 Clinical Psychology
 Counselling & Coaching
 Audiology, Hearing Aid & Ear Care Specialist
 Sleep Therapy

 Time Line Therapy

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 

IFC 



Submission of any article to the DN carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person submitting 
the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation for this 
information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
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Tඁe Teൺආ TheDeddington News

WHAT’S ON
October
Tue 4 Deddington Environment Network: Hedgehog talk, 
  Deddington Arms, 7.00pm
Wed  5 Photographic Society: The Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Sat 8 Art Exhibition: Cotswold Room, Deddington Arms Hotel,  
  9.00am–5.00pm
Sun 9 Art Exhibition: Cotswold Room, Deddington Arms Hotel,  
  10.00am–4.00pm
Thu 13 Holly Tree Hall: Monthly Film, Fisherman’s Friends,1.30pm
Sun 16 Deddington Players: Pantomime Auditions, Windmill  
  Centre, 2.00–4.00pm
Sun 16 Music in Adderbury: Alasdair Beatson, piano, Parish  
  Church, 6.00pm
Wed 19 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
Thu 20 History Society, ‘Oxfordshire People in the Spanish Civil  
  War’, Liz Woolley, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sat 22 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat 22 Photographic Society: Annual Exhibition, Living Room,  
  Parish Church, 9.30am
Thu 28 Book Group: Contact Sally Lambert for details, 
  01869 338094
Sun 30 Music in Adderbury: Adderbury Ensemble and Viv McLean, 
  Parish Church, 6.00pm

November 
Wed 2 Photographic Society: The Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Sat 5 RBL: Poppy Fundraiser, ‘Falklands Experiences’, Yanto  
  Evans and Mark Hunt, Parish Church, 6.15pm doors open,  
  talk 7.15pm
Sat 5 Neil Skinner’s Poppy Week Lighting in Church until 
  13 November 
Thu 10 Holly Tree Hall: Monthly Film,The King’s Speech, 1.30pm
Sun 13 Music in Adderbury: Barbican String Quartet, St Mary’s  
  Church, Adderbury, 6.00pm
Wed 16 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
Thu 17 History Society: ‘Corruption, Ceremony and Celebrity;:The  
  Honours System’, Tom Crook, Primary School 7.30pm
Sat 26 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat 26  Photographic Society: Pop Up Shop for Katharine House  
  Hospice, Living Room, Parish Church, 9.00am–12.40pm

Whether monarchist or republican, it is hard to believe that any Briton 
will not recognise a personal loss at the death of Queen Elizabeth: the 
absence of a reassuringly strong, calm, positive presence, embodying 
a wonderful determination to get on with the job without fuss. As we 
face a world increasingly unstable, both climatically and politically, her 
unifying selÀessness will Ee greatly missed and we are in her deEt.
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IN MEMORIAM

Evening will come, however determined the late 
afternoon.

/imes and oaks in their last green Àush, pearled in 
September mist.

I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of 
thanks,

Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant 
globes.

A promise made and kept for life – that was your gift –
Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to 

some,
Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lance-like leaves.
The country loaded its whole self into your slender 

hands,
Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century’s weight.

Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark 
Munros.

/ily of the 9alley, a namesake almost, a favourite Àower
Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained
Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each 

inÀorescence
A silent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day
Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, 

and
Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots,
This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose 

brightness
Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom.

Copyright © Simon Armitage 
By kind permission of the Poet Laureate

FLORAL TRIBUTE

The parish formally recognised 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II 
in various ways.

On the night of Thursday 8 
September a bell was tolled 96 
times to mark the Queen’s death. 
The Eells were rung half muႉed 
for the special Sunday service 
in memory of the Queen on 11 
September.

A further special service 
was held on 18 September, the 
evening before the funeral, with 
the Eells again rung half muႉed. 
After the service some 80 people 
joined Revd Annie by the Union 
Flag on the Market Place green 
to observe the national Moment 
of 5eÀection.

On Monday 19 September the 
bells were rung again half muႉed 
from 10.00–10.30am, an hour 
before the funeral at Westminster 
Abbey.

Residents of the parish were 
invited to sign a Book of Con-
dolences located in the church. 
)lags Àew at half mast on the 
church tower and on the Royal 
British Legion flagpole on the 
green in the Market Place.

There was one anomaly  in the 
mourning Àag protocol. :hile the 
nation mourned the death of the 
Queen, a new monarch succeed-
ed her immediately on her death. To mark King Charles’ 
accession, at ��.��am on 6aturday �� 6eptemEer, Àags 
Àying at half mast throughout the nation to mourn the 
Queen, were fully raised as the Primary Public Proclama-
tion was being made from St James’s Palace in London. 

This historic event was observed in Deddington 
by raising the Union Flag on the Royal British Legion 

Àagpole on the village green 
to full height, with the chair-
man, Rob Forsyth, proclaim-
ing ‘God Save King Charles 
III and his Queen Consort 
-Camilla’. Simultaneously the 
Àag of 6t *eorge was raised 
to full height on the church 
tower.

Some have wondered why 
it was not the Union Flag. As 
a Church of England church, 
and while not mandatory, it 
flies the English flag; simi-
larly Presbyterian Churches 
in Scotland – whose faith 
King Charles was required to 
pledge to the Privy Council to 
preserve ± often Ày the 6altire 
and as do Wales and NI with 
their nations’ equivalents.

It was perhaps appropri-
ate that these actions were 
carried out by three hold-
ers of military commissions, 
granted by Queen Elizabeth 
II; at ground level were Lord 
Andrew Green, a Second 
Lieutenant in the Army before 
joining the Diplomatic Service 
and Rob Forsyth, a former RN 
Commander. 

Unseen behind the par-
apet at the top of the tower 
– and considerably above 
ground level – was Iain 

Gillespie who, most appropriately, was formerly an RAF 
Squadron Leader.

David Field 
davidbfield@hotmail.com

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
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WITH YOU
EVERY STEP  OF 

THE WAY

Hamptons Deddington
01869 337001  
deddington@hamptons.co.uk  

hamptons.co.uk

3360 HAM Deddington News Advert v2.indd   1 21/10/2021   12:05
A

 Your Local Stove Supplier  

 Visit our Showroom at  
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH  

T: 01295 253936 
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk 
W: www.ironandwood.co.uk 
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Our family serving

your family

Independent family funeral 

directors and monumental

masons since 1880

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

01295 265424

32 Albert Street, Banbury,

Oxfordshire OX16 5DG

Holly Tree H  ll
Deddington

Available to hire
A lovingly refurbished facility in the heart of the village 

 

Ideal for small parties and family gatherings, 
meetings and group activities 

 

On-site parking, WiFi, loop system, 
projector and cinema screen

info@TheHollyTreeHall.org
@TheHollyTreeHall 
07907 020486

www.TheHollyTreeHall.org

B 

Deddington Branch
Opening hours: Mon - Fri,
8 am - 6.45 pm
T: 01869 337732

Hook Norton Hospital
T: 01608 730501

www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

Our Deddington Surgery is open 5 days a week, for 
all your pet’s healthcare needs; 

» routine appointments
» minor surgery
» nurse clinics
» prescription collection

FREE online Symptom Checker and Poisons Guide.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDED BY OUR OWN VETERINARY NIGHT TEAM

Your local, independent veterinary practice.  We are here for you, we are Hook Norton Vets.

Lifetime Care Club
all the preventative health care your pet needs (and it saves you money!)

BENEFITS
Price comparison, see the savings below!

THE MOUSER 
<4kg

Prices correct as of  Oct 2021

THE ALLEY CAT 
>4kg

THE MIN PINS 
0-10kg

THE DOODLE 
10.1-25kg

THE HOUNDBERRY
25.1-40kg

THE BERNIE 
40.1-60kg

CATS

DOGS

LCC MEMBER SAVINGS! NON LCC MEMBER

£143.88

£150.00 

£155.88

£167.88

£179.88

£215.88

£102.11

£100.55

£227.99

£224.55

£273.27

£299.15

£245.99

£250.55

£383.87

£392.43

£453.15

£515.03

» 20% DISCOUNT ON STANDARD NEUTERING
» 10% DISCOUNT CONSULTATION FEES
» 10% DISCOUNT ON ROUTINE DENTALS
» PUPPY & KITTEN VACCINATIONS
» ANNUAL VACCINATIONS

no extra charge to restart your dog’s vaccinations
50% discount on a vaccination restart for cats
» 6-MONTHLY HEALTH CHECK 

» ROUTINE FLEA & WORMING TREATMENTS
» FREE NURSE HEALTH CLINICS
» FREE NAIL CLIPS
» EXPRESSING OF ANAL GLANDS
*T&CS APPLY

Monthly Fees  

Cats        inc. VAT

The Mouser        £11.99

The Alley Cat        £12.50

Dogs

The Min Pins         £12.99

The Doodle         £13.99

The Houndberry        £14.99

The Bernie        £17.99
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, Must got off a call with one of my $merican colleagues, 
and, as with most of these calls this week, the opening 
was, ‘I wanted to give you my commiserations on the 
death of Her Majesty’.

Americans are obsessed with the monarchy, and 
like me, they wonder if King Charles is going to mess 
it all up. I don’t know how many times I have been 
asked what I think about the TV programme The 
Crown.  They never understand my reply – ‘drivel’. I 
was presenting a webinar when the announcement 
of her demise came through and I got a lump in my 
throat for sure. It was obviously a mistake looking 
at my phone. I had to explain to the audience why I 
had paused and then the lovely American lady I was 
presenting with started sobbing.

So why do Americans look so positively on Her Maj-
esty"  The ¿rst issue of course is that we all know she 
did a great MoE, as a ¿gurehead and as an emotional 
leader. Obviously, she didn’t always get it right: some 
people have asked me about how Princess Diana’s 
death was handled and, even though Megan Markle 
is an American TV star, I think most would take the 
Queen’s side in that strange debacle.  

One of my tennis partners hit the ball on the racket 
when he said that in America there would never be 
this kind of outpouring of grief for a President. They 
have been envious that we have had a great lady as 
our ‘leader’, despite the fact that 246 years ago they 
were desperate to get rid of King George. Meanwhile 

the Trumpster is in his castle in Florida counting his 
mounting legal troubles and fuming that he has not 
been invited to the funeral. There was nothing he 
liked more than mixing with the rich and famous but 
his favourites were the dictators and ultimate rulers.  

There is one thing the Queen and I had in common, 
an inability to retire. I just checked my calendar as I 
reach for my Friday evening cocktail. I had 38 meet-
ings this week. The problem with online meetings is 
that they lack humanity, it is very diႈcult to tell what 
people are thinking, and nearly impossible to develop 
a relationship. I always ask my employees how much 
yard work they did over the weekend and how the 
kids are doing, then someone says, ‘Can we get on 
with it?’. This is where the crazy American work ethic, 
overlaid with the move to home working, means that 
communication and motivation break down.   

Tomorrow I will be searching my garage for my Un-
ion Flag and hanging it from the balcony of our house.  
Most Americans think that their country is the best 
in the world. I don’t feel that way about any country, 
everywhere has good and bad characteristics. One 
of the reasons that America is in such turmoil is that 
they don’t understand history, and reliance on facts 
has broken down. But right now, I do understand one 
thing, Elizabeth was the best Queen any of us will ever 
know, and most Americans are jealous of us. 

Mike Ward
mike.ward@pathlock.com

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA

Poppy Appeal
An evening in aid of  the 

Tickets £5 (to incl. first drink)      Cash or card bar
Tickets available from Nellie & Dove, Market Place  

and Cyclogical, Hudson Street 
Email rbl0746@gmail.com for further information or to reserve tickets

See Neil Skinner’s church lighting for Poppy Week, 5–13 November

Deddington Church
5 November 2022, 6.15pm for 7.15 start

The Falklands 
Remembered 
Former Paras and best mates  

‘Zip’ Hunt and Yanto Evans 
recount their experiences 

in the Falklands 
40 years on

DEDDINGTON
BRANCH
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:ith such a diႈcult year weather�wise for gardeners, 
we expected fewer numbers and a lesser quality of 
Àowers, vegetaEles and fruit. +owever, we still had a 
good showing in these sections, evidence of the time 
and dedication put in to produce them.The Committee 
was delighted at the support of this event, both from 
the many exhibitors and those who came to look and 
admire, and to enjoy the teas and stalls.Again, we are 
very grateful to all our helpers, furniture movers, stew-
ards, tea teams, runners and, of course, our judges as 
well  and to Annie for allowing us to use the church.
We are pleased to report that we achieved our highest 
pro¿t so far which  will Ee donated to local charities.
The trophy winners were:
Welford Cup for Cookery – Winner Anne Bishop, 
�nd -enny -effries, �rd -en &o[
Marianne Elsley Cup for Flowers – Winner Katie 
Palmer, 2nd Valerie Bird, 3rd Sarah Liebrecht
Oliver Hawes Cup for Vegetables – Winner Brian 
Palmer, 2nd Mark Ryland, 3rd Andy Wheeler
SS Peter and Paul Cup for Fruit – Winner Sarah 
Liebrecht, 2nd Mary Holden and Peter Ayles
3rd Wendy Burrows, Valerie Moyses, Hal Eriksen

John Cheney Art Cup – Winner Stephen Waterman, 
2nd Ken Wilkinson, 3rd Wendy Burrows
Stella Marmion Craft Cup – Winner Adele Sullivan,  
2nd Meriel Flux, 3rd Kate Petty and Jane Emery
Farmers’ Market Cup for Photography – Winner Bill 
-effries, �nd /ucy 6Tuires, �rd Meriel )lu[ and
Jane Emery
Show Champion Gardeners’ Cup – Winner Brian 
Palmer, 2nd Mark Ryland, 3rd Anne Bishop
Children’s Trophies:
5 years and under – Winner Isalind White,  
2nd Elliott Eriksen and Ella Harris, 3rd Emma 
Francis and Ava Bennett
6–8 Years – Winner Constance Broadwood, 2nd 
Harry Tong and Isabella Horner, 3rd Francesca 
Eriksen
9–11 Years – Winner Jay Cox, 2nd Meredith Horner, 
3rd Amelia Tong and Edward Eriksen
Show Champion Maureen Forsyth Cup – Winner 
Jay Cox, 2nd Constance Broadwood, 3rd Harry 
Tong and Isabella Horner

Sue Shelley
sue.shelley@yahoo.co.uk

PARISH SHOW 2022

Photo: Richard Broadbent

It is lovely to see so many children having fun in the 
Castle Grounds, with the cut logs being made into 
circles and stools.The three bins at Castle Grounds are 
due to be changed soon and the Friends are looking 
to sponsor one or two of them. If anyone is interested 
in sponsoring a bin please let us know.The large metal 
spike down by the badger setts has been removed. 
Thank you to whoever made walkers aware of the 
hazard by placing a poo bag over the top.

The ground is still very hard but please be careful 

walking the grounds when it does start to get wet, 
especially by the badger setts where the footpath is 
eroding. During autumn we will refurbish the bench-
es and continue the battle with the saplings. Autumn 
seems to be early this year so come and enjoy the 
changing aspects of the site and the wonderful colours 
of the leaves. Help us keep this site safe and enjoyable 
for everyone who takes time to visit.

Carol Garrett
cgarrett@btinternet.com

FRIENDS OF THE CASTLE GROUNDS
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SECONDARY DOUBLE GLAZING  |  GLASS BALUSTRADING  |  MIRRORS  |  LEADED GLASS  |  SHELVES & TABLE TOPS 
PAINTED SPLASHBACKS  |  DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS  |  SHOWER SCREENS  |  CAT FLAPS

www.cnglass.co.uk
ENERGY & VISION THE FUTURE OF GLASS TECHNOLOGY

C N Glass is a single source Glazing Contractor offering a Complete Service for all Glass and Glazing 
products from initial design consultation through processing, manufacture and installation.

• Installers of Bespoke High Quality Windows & Doors

• Aluminium – PVCU - Timber

• Bi-Folding Sliding Doors

• Timber Alternative Flush Casement Windows

• Lightweight Conservatory Warm Roofing

• Solidor Composite Doors –

Build a virtual Composite Door on 
our website to receive a quotation

EMAIL: info@cnglass.co.uk

OR CALL IN AT OUR BANBURY SHOWROOM

Norton House, Beaumont Road,
Banbury, OX16 1SD

FOR A QUOTE CALL: 

     01295 263364     

CELEBRATING

50 Years
in Business

CALL US WITH YOUR ENQUIRY

CNGLass 182 x 126mm

CNGlass2021_advert_182x126_SELECTION.indd   1 27/04/2021   14:24A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

QUALITY BRITISH HOUSE COAL 

SMOKELESS FUELS

KILN DRIED LOGS

KINDLING WOOD

BOTTLED GAS

COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable 
and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:

Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern, Bicester, Oxon OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk

Foot Health Practitioner
Rosie Burland DipCFHP, MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or 
Home Visits by Appointment

Tel: 07500 029727
Web:  www.deddingtonfoothealth.co.uk

Email: deddingtonfoothealth@gmail.com

Professional and caring services 
including:

Nail trimming and fi ling, treatment for 
thickened and fungal nails, corns, callus, 
ingrown nails and diabetic foot care

All instruments are sterilised
in an autoclave
Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners

DBS checked (formerly known as CRB)

C
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SHM Automotive Limited

 Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
01280 840496 or

07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com

D

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS  DOORS  SECONDARY GLAZING 
 ORIGINTM MULTI-FOLD DOORS

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407  
E: mrpaulbarber@hotmail.com 
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

  

 

OVER 30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

7� ����� ������

(� SDXO#SDXOEDUEHUZLQGRZV�FR�XN

ZZZ�SDXOEDUEHUZLQGRZV�FR�XN
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury streams Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on Saturdays; 
and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

Mon–Fri 8.45am Morning Prayer
Wed  10.00am Holy Communion
Thu  9.30am Tea + Toast and Squiggles
   and Wiggles

Sun 2 10.30am Holy Communion
  3.00pm 3 O’Clock Family Service
  6.00pm Choral Evensong
Sun 9 8.00am BCP Communion
  10.30am Holy Communion
  6.30pm Baby Loss Awareness Service
Sun 16 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 23 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 30 10.30am Holy Communion (All Saints)

Hempton
Sun 16 9.00am Holy Communion

Barford St Michael
Sun 9 9.00am Communion, St Michael
Sun 16 10.30am Family Service, St Michael

Barford St John
Sun 23 9.00am Holy Communion, St John

Mallams
1788

Enquiries: 01865 241 358 or 
max.fisher@mallams.co.uk  
www.mallams.co.uk 

Thinking of selling 
your artwork?

Design & Modern Art 
Specialist Max Fisher,  
is available to give free 
confidential valuations 
on any piece(s) you are 
considering selling at 
auction.

Home visits  
also available

Deddington church is open throughout the day for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. 
Deddington church services are streamed live. Please see the church website or Facebook page for updates 
www.deddingtonchurch.org and https://www.facebook.com/DeddingtonChurch.

For baptisms and weddings, funerals and home visits 
in case of illness please contact the Vicar, Revd Annie 
Goldthorp at vicar@deddingtonchurch.org or on 01869 
336880. If Annie is not available, then please contact 
one of the church wardens, Iain Gillespie (01869 
338367) or Stan Nelson (01869 337883).
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Litter and litter bins say a lot to the outside world about 
whether we care what our villages look like – and a 
lot of ours are pretty tatty. We have 31 bins across 
the parish and estimate at least 14 urgently need to 
be replaced.

Some, like those in Horsefair and Castle Street, 
date back to the 1980s and carry details of businesses 
long gone. Some are open to the elements and prove 
tricky for the stewards to empty when the contents are 
wet and soggy. Some, especially those on the Market 
3lace greens, are constantly full to overÀowing, with 
contents spilling out. 

So the Parish Council is on a mission to replace 
the grotty ones and we’re looking for local businesses 
and organisations to help cover the cost by sponsoring 
a Ein. The idea is that sponsors pay a one�off sum 
of £400, which covers the plaque, installation and 
maintenance, while the PC will own the bin and be 
responsible for routine emptying.

The dark green plastic bins will be hooded and 
lockaEle, with either ¿[ing Eolts or Eallast for staEility. 
There will be a self-adhesive A5 panel which will dis-
play the wording ‘Bin sponsored by XXX’ for simplicity 
and uniformity. We plan to install all the new bins at 
the same time, probably in early 2023. 

We’re working with two local businesses who are 

behind the project and there’s considerable interest 
already following the brief mention in last month’s DN. 
If any business, organisation – or indeed individual – is 
interested, please contact me or the Parish Clerk by 
the end of November.

A LOAD OF OLD RUBBISH?

Mary Robinson 01869 338272
maryrobinson.dpc@gmail.com 

Susan Fuller 01869 337447
deddingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com

COVER PICTURE – BATSFORD ARBORETUM
Picture by Chris Day
The Mitfords keep popping up in our cover 
page stories about places worth visiting 
within 30 miles or so of Deddington. This 
time they appear in the story behind the 
56-acre Batsford Arboretum just outside 
Moreton-in-Marsh.

The Mitford connection begins with 
the Mitford sisters’ grandfather, Algernon 
Bertram Freeman-Mitford, who became 
the first Lord Redesdale in 1905. He 
developed the arboretum after inheriting 
the estate in 1886.He had travelled widely 
in Asia and brought to the garden the Chinese and 
-apanese inÀuence that is still evident today, as seen 
in our cover picture showing the rill Àowing Eelow the 
Japanese bridge.

Mitford Euilt the arti¿cial watercourse which runs 
down the western side of the gardens as well as a 
hermit’s cave, rockeries, a thatched cottage and the 
Japanese Rest House complete with rooftop dragon 
to ward off evil spirits.

After his death in 1916, the estate was inherited 
by David Mitford, the second Lord Redesdale and 
father of the Mitford sisters. He lived in Batsford Park 
along with his wife Sydney and seven children until 
1919 when the expenses of running the estate forced 
them to sell up.

The estate was bought by Gilbert Alan Hamilton 

Wills, later the 1st Lord Dulverton and 
chairman of Imperial Tobacco from 1924 
until 1947. His son, the second Lord 
Dulverton, Frederick Anthony Hamilton 
Wills, died in 1992 and left the arboretum 
in the hands of Batsford Foundation, a 
charitable trust that owns and runs it to 
this day. The house that can be seen 
from the arboretum was bought back into 
the Wills family from the foundation and 
is the private home of the current Lord 
Dulverton.

The arboretum, overlooking the Even-
lode Valley, contains nearly 3,000 trees representing 
more than 1,500 species from all over the world. 

6pring offers displays of Àowering EulEs, wild Àow-
ers, cherries and magnolias. In autumn the display 
of Japanese maples ranges from glorious gold to 
remarkable reds and salmon pinks. Next door to the 
arboretum is the Cotswold Falconry Centre.

Green-thinkers can rejoice that the arboretum’s 
visitor centre boasts that it is made from sustainably 
grown and sourced timber. A ground source heat pump 
provides underÀoor heating and used water is recycled 
to supply the plant centre. Best of all, British sheep’s 
wool insulates the building.

Opening times, costs and much more can be found 
at www.batsarb.co.uk.

John Price

From this                            to this?
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860

Bloxham Dental  Banbury
Banbury Orthodontics

 Bloxham Dental Practice

Bloxham Dental Practice, Bloxham Dental @Banbury and 

Banbury Orthodontics have been supporting our patients for 

almost 25 years, providing the dental care and services that 

you and your families want and need.

We continue to be here for you making sure that your health and 

wellbeing guides the treatments and care that we provide and 

over the years have helped Banbury’s people to have the smiles 

that they desire.

Our team of highly qualified Specialists, Dentists, Therapists 

understand what matters to you and using the latest technology and 

highest infection control standards can help you to have: 

• Emergency dental care
• Routine care: such as examinations and fillings
• Children and Adults preventative dental care
• Hygiene services: an essential healthcare treatment to maintain 

gum health

• Specialist orthodontic services including tooth coloured braces 
and Invisalign

• Tooth whitening
• All types of cosmetic dental treatments including fillings, 

veneers and crowns

Contact us today for an appointment.

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

@

Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

e[perience with Tuali¿ ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
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Kempster Place, Philcote St, Deddington, OX15 0TB

www.forgedandfound.com

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, or to view our stock,
drop in during the farmers market

when the workshops are open
or contact Alex for an appointment
07779 256639          alex1moss@hotmail.com

Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

F

Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk
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After the Book Club says goodbye to Andy and Pauline, 
we welcome Peter Beament and Louise who have 
moved in. As an ex-construction director, Peter, has 
built a few of the notable modern buildings in Oxford, 
as well as a local supermarket and rugby club, of which 
he is a key member, rugby being a passion of his. This 
latter means Pete excludes himself from occasional 
football conversations but, when Alan is able to return 
to our ranks, he¶ll ¿ nd 3ete a fan of /eague too. 

During his induction, tales of previous Book Club 
trips were reeled off , as recounted in prior issues, 
and tell of an upcoming cultural trip to the Cowley 
Road where the history and cultural diversity of the 
area will be fully investigated and discussed (as well 
as the interiors of all the pubs, I expect – Ed). This is 
planned for early October so new members will be 
welcome to join us. 

The pages of this organ will be full of tributes to the 
only Queen all of us have ever known but as she died 
on a %ook &luE night, ¿ ttingly glasses were raised and 
tributes paid to Elizabeth the Great.

Other news is the keen support Lower Larkrise has 
for the upcoming PC proposal for 20mph limits through 
the parish, since the growing traႈ  c nuisance is a factor 
for many here. The white deer still remains elusive to 
good photography but still graces our countryside as 
the army of dog and Homo sapiens walkers will testify.

The investigation into the failure of passport con-
trol for the recent beer festival has revealed the low 
character of the guard on duty at the key moment, who 
just felt so sorry for the Candleford visitors who com-
plained, ‘Nothing like this ever happens back home’. 
)ew of us oEMect to that ¿ nding.

Martin Bryce martindnbryce@gmail.com 

NEWS FROM CLIFTON

Pleasantly at the tail end of summer 
with a crispy lawn and wilting plants we 
found ourselves busy with more than 
60 shouts over the last two months, 
including a number of standbys and 
¿ res, traႈ  c collisions and humanitar�
ian assistance events. On those two 
hottest days, being told by the media 
how to apply suntan lotion and sit in the 
shade, we were called out to a couple 
of ¿ res in full sun and Eurning stuEEle Eut certainly 
weren¶t rushed off  our feet. +owever, for the following 
two weeks we found ourselves attending more ¿ eld 
and wild ¿ res than we usually would.

6everal incidents saw us ¿ re ¿ ghting for e[tended 
time periods. )ield and straw Eale stack ¿ res need con�
stant monitoring. )ield ¿ res ¿ nd us damping down and 
Eeating the À are up areas, often working in conMunction 
with the farmer ploughing ¿ re Ereaks to prevent the 
À ames spreading to surrounding areas and Euildings.

Fires in stacks of straw bales, due to their size and 
intensity, often require damping down the immediate 
area and keeping watch until the stack can be pulled 
apart slowly, allowing the ¿ re to Ee treated in smaller 
portions and the dry unburnt fuel to be removed safely 
Eefore it, too, ignites. 6uch ¿ res will often take several 
days to burn out and have to be monitored constantly. 
Crews are therefore rotated which obviously leads to 
tying up precious resources. Not all these ¿ res are 
accidental, so please Ee careful with naked À ames 
and make sure all incendiaries are fully out before 
disposing of them.

:e needed to cover %icester station on ¿ ve sepa�
rate occasions in a single 24-hour period, which taxed 
our usual good humour. Nevertheless  we managed to 
provide valuable assistance to the ambulance service 
in helping move a casualty from their front room into 
the waiting ambulance.

The crew attended a familiarisation visit to Lon-
don Oxford Airport in case we are called to provide 

support at an emergency there. This off ered 
close inspection of fuel depots, roads, RVP 
points and aircraft hangars. However, as we 
are always available, even while at drill or 
training, the visit was cut short by respond-
ing to a traႈ  c collision involving leaking fuel 
just outside Hopcrofts Holt – working with 
Thames Valley Police to mop up the spill. Our 
visit was therefore cut slightly short.

James Greenwood, FFD
james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

FROM THE FIRE STATION 

2022 FLU CLINICS  
Saturday morning flu clinic dates will take 

place in October and November. Please book 
online or ring the surgery to book. Those who 

are eligible for flu vaccination are:  
 

• Children aged 2 or 3 on 31.8.22 
• Anyone aged 50 years or over 
• Anyone with a long-term condition: Asthma 

(if on a steroid inhaler), COPD, Diabetes, 
Heart Disease, Chronic Kidney or Liver 
Disease, Neurological Disease 

• Anyone who has an organ transplant or is on 
immunosuppression drugs 

• Anyone on chemotherapy 
• Anyone who has had a stroke 
• Pregnant women 
• Carers 
• Anyone with a BMI of 40+ 

 

Please phone for an appointment on 01869 
338611 or for Patient Access users please book 
online at https://www.patientaccess.com/  
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Apart from hunting, the preserve of the gentry, the only 
organised sport in the parish during the 1850s was the 
‘manly’ game of cricket. Matches were played on the 
Castle Ground, courtesy of Samuel Field, the town’s 
leading lawyer, who apparently held a long-term lease 
from the owners, the Dean and Canons of Windsor.

Although there are records of a cricket club in 
Deddington since 1835, the North Oxfordshire Monthly 
Times for August 1849 carried the following report. ‘We 
are glad to see that the game of Cricket is not yet quite 
an extinct amusement at Deddington. Our players 
have just commenced practising in the Park Ground 
(Deddington House), which has been kindly lent for 
that purpose by the Rev W Cotton Risley. Although the 
season is now too far advanced to admit of a match 
being made with any of our neighbouring clubs, we do 
not despair of again seeing them in the ¿eld, and this 
¿ne and manly game again Àourishing in our town¶.

The press reports, with detailed scores usually 
subjoined, indicate that the Deddington Club had a 
Eusy schedule of ¿[tures during much of the ����s. 
Home and away matches were played with various 
other clubs in the district, including Oxford, although 
a considerable number of the matches were between 
scratch teams selected by individual gentlemen for 
the occasion.

In several years cricket matches were organised 
as part of the attractions at the annual Àower show, 
which was often held on the Castle Ground.

A popular event was the annual match between 
the married and the single, adjourning afterwards to 
a Deddington hostelry. In its report on the match in 
September 1851, the teams being called the Benedic-
tines and the Bachelors, the Oxford Journal noted that 
the game ‘caused a good deal of excitement among 
the numerous spectators – the ladies more especially 
appearing to take the liveliest interest, and ever and 
anon expressing their delight most enthusiastically’.

Samuel Field was one of the principal supporters 
of the Club. In the early 1850s he was its president. 
In November 1851, the club members presented him 
with a handsome engraved silver chalice, capable of 
holding two bottles of wine, for allowing the free use 
of the Castle Ground ‘now for many years past’ at a 
dinner held at the Unicorn Inn. The account of the pro-
ceedings in the Banbury Guardian occupied a whole 
column on the front page of the paper. The numerous 
speeches, toasts and responses, interspersed with 
songs, which were made after the removal of the cloth, 
were reported verbatim. At the invitation of Mr Field, 
to immense cheering, µthe cup was accordingly ¿lled 
with Port, and due justice done to its contents’.

At the AGM in April 1852, the Club, which had about 

30 patrons, agreed to engage a professional bowler 
from Nottingham, jointly with the Banbury Cricket 
Club. It was reported that in the centre of the Castle 
Ground, ‘a dead level of many square yards has been 
laid down, the surface is of the ¿nest Tuality, and the 
drainage perfect’.

,n NovemEer ���� the affairs of the &ricket &luE 
were thrown into confusion by the sudden decamping 
of the honorary secretary and treasurer, Mr Landon, a 
young doctor, with the funds of the Club. To make up 
the loss, memEers agreed a levy of ¿ve shillings and 
upwards, but there are no further reports of cricket 
matches involving the Deddington Club in the Oxford 
and Banbury newspapers for the next three seasons.

In August 1856 the Oxford Journal reported: ‘We 
understand that this manly game is likely very shortly 
to be revived with considerable spirit at Deddington’. 
By June 1857 the Club was able to report 50 members, 
who were drawn from the principal gentry and clergy 
of the neighbourhood, rather than merely from Ded-
dington. Samuel Field was treasurer. ‘The members 
meet for play every Monday.’

Interest in cricket was not limited to the gentlemanly 
class and, in March 1859, a Park Cricket Club was 
formed at a meeting at the Red Lion Inn. Farmers and 
tradesmen appear to have been well represented on 
the committee.

Cricket matches were not necessarily without inci-
dent. At the beginning of a match between Deddington 
and Souldern on the Castle Ground in September 
1859, a rabid dog suddenly appeared. ‘As a bite from a 
mad dog was anything but desirable, each one began 
to look out for himself, and the playing ground was in a 
few seconds deserted.’ One of the Deddington players 
stunned the dog with his bat; the animal was then shot 
and buried on the spot. ‘The escape of all from the 
fangs of this rabid animal was truly providential, and 
none can so well appreciate it as those who were in 
such imminent peril.’

David French dj@french.myzen.co.uk

GEORGE COGGINS’ SCRAPBOOKS
For some time, David French has been researching and transcribing the scrapbooks of George Coggins, held 
in the Bodleian Library in Oxford. Coggins was born in Deddington in 1846, a carpenter’s son. At 14 he was 
working as as a solicitor’s general clerk and qualified as a solicitor when he was 30. He practised in Deddington 
for more than 40 years until his death in 1920. His scrapbooks provide a remarkable insight into Deddington life 
during the second part of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th. The following article, gleaned from 
Coggins’ scrapbooks, is included this month in recognition of the end of the local cricket season.               CD

Deddington Cricket Club

PFSU AND VILLAGE NURSERY
We are delighted the new children have settled in so 
quickly. They are getting to know one another and 
we are thinking about autumn. We will be holding a 
short PFSU parents’ information evening to explain 
our approach to teaching numeracy and phonics, and 
give you a chance for an informal discussion about 
how your child is settling in. This will be held from 
7.00–8.00pm on Tuesday 11 October at the PFSU. 
Nursery will be holding a dress-up week for Hallowe’en 
in the last week of term.

Lucy Squires  01869 337484
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Hairdresser 
Mobile & Salon

07964 286 097

Timothy C. Rose - Director

Lucy E. Rose - Coordinator & Designer

01295 262247

E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery

= Surveys

= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping

= Consultancy

= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MChS

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

Ɣ Nail &are   Ɣ DiaEetic )oot &are
Ɣ %iomechanical $ssessment
Ɣ ,nsoles � 2rthotics
Ɣ &orns and &allus �+ard 6kin�
Ɣ )oot &are and )oot :ear $dvice
Ɣ &linical and +ome 9isiting 6ervice
Ɣ +&3& 5egistered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

G

Established
since 1978

GROSSI Ltd

Carpentry, Joinery,
Maintenance & Builder
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens
Quality & Prompt Service
Free Estimates

Phone: 01295 721100
Mobile: 07721 383997
Email: a.grossi.ltd@gmail.com
www.a-grossi.co.uk

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING 
CONTRACTORS
n Domestic & Commercial

n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and oႈce

Over 100 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001
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K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
plant nursery experience.

 
Nicholsons Plants

Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous 
Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting 

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Afternoon tea | Innovative menus 

Locally sourced food| All dietary requirements welcome 
Monday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time,  
please book via our website.

Afternoon teas must be pre-booked 48hrs in advance, which can be done  
by emailing theyurt@nicholsonsgb.com.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE
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The Hempton Sun Flower competition champions 
2022 are the Churchyard grandchildren with a bean-
stalk-like growth reaching a dizzying 160cm (5’3”). The 
competition raised a total of £36 towards Hempton 
church funds and the Red Cross Ukraine Aid appeal. 
Growing conditions were challenging, given the hot 
weather, and many entrants were unfortunate to have 
their plants peak too early.

The Friends of Hempton Church and Old School 
Room will hold their AGM on 7 November in the 
Old School Room. This is a public meeting and any 
resident with an interest in Hempton’s only commu-
nity amenity is welcome. There are opportunities to 
become a committee member, including the post of 
volunteer committee secretary. Meetings last an hour 
or so and take place three or four times each year.

Hempton’s church was a popular venue on the 
annual Ride and Stride event of 10 September. Nu-
merous visitors commented favourably on the quality 
of refreshments as compared with off erings in other 
venues. The cakes were made and donated by village 
residents. Perhaps the event should be renamed the 
%ake 2ff � 3roceeds of the event are divided eTually 
between Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and St 
John’s church. 

The eagle eyed among us may have noticed slight 
and intermittent dribbles of white paint along the 
carriageway through the village. This was not a new 
impressionist turn by Banksy or trail markers laid down 
by some obscure group. You may have deduced that 
the trail leads in the direction of Deddington, based on 
it lying close to the verge on the north side of the road.

The trail starts in Chipping Norton at the exit of 
the double roundabout on the A361 where the initial 
deposit covers half the carriageway and continues in 
diminishing sized splashes and longer intervals all 
the way through Hempton to Deddington where the 
trail ¿ nally goes cold. :hether the paint ran out or the 
vehicle completed its journey I don’t know. I assume 
the owner was a Eit miff ed to discover the empty tin.

:e found a partially eff ective traႈ  c calming solution 
for reducing speeding through the village� peas� $fter 
completing more than a million miles in the service of 
its owner over the past eight years, a truck towing a 
trailer load of peas thought the junction of St John’s 
Way and the main road was an appropriate venue to 
give up the ghost and grind to a halt at about 7:30 in 
the morning.:hatever malady aff ected the vehicle it 
needed to be towed away. The peas continued their 
journey towed by a replacement tractor but it was 
10.15pm before recovery turned up and our driver was 
¿ nally hauled Eack to the Devon�&ornish Eorder at a 
cost of more than £7,000. He had started his journey 
at 2.30 that morning. I assume he was an owner driver 
and his income must have suff ered a severe Elow as a 
result of the episode. He may have taken some conso-
lation from the kindness of a local resident who plied 
him with drinks and snacks during his 15-hour ordeal.

3eas *alore� , am Tuite fond of a helping of peas 
as I imagine are many other Hempton residents. A 
whole trailer load, however, is beyond our capacity for 

peas and most of the load would probably rot before 
we could fully capitalise on the plunder. Compton Mac-
kenzie had a much better idea; with luck, or perhaps 
piracy, the next vehicle to expire in Hempton will be 
laden with the amber nectar.

$las, peas are proEaEly not a realistic traႈ  c calm�
ing solution. That same evening a village resident 
broadcast an SOS when confronted by a vehicle 
which had ignored the give way signs and blocked the 
way through the restriction, refusing to give way. The 
impasse was resolved with the help of a contingent 
of Hempton vigilantes, before other motorists held up 
Ey the conÀ ict organised a lynch party. 

The Watney’s sign (apologies to any real ale en-
thusiasts) would make a handy gibbet. That would 
deter automotive transgressors of the law, hanging the 
culprits’ rotting corpses at various points through the 
village. ,n a suEseTuent incident the off ending driver 
exclaimed he ‘just followed the car in front and did not 
notice the give way signs’. I think this is was a euphe-
mism for, ‘I was driving without due care and attention’. 
Note: my copy of the OED describes a vigilante as ‘a 
member of a self-appointed group which undertakes 
law enforcement in their community without legal 
authority, typically because the legal authorities are 
thought to be inadequate’. When are we going to get 
the promised traႈ  c monitoring programme"

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

C O - W O R K I N G
S E R V I C E D  O F F I C E S

M E E T I N G  R O O M S
E V E N T S

Book a FREE trial day* in the Hive
 Co-Working space 

 
Call Reception 

(01295 722800) and quote FREEHIVEDEDDINGTON
 

*One free pass per person

www.bloxhammill.com
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‘Hey Grumpy, I’ve noticed that when you say 
“Hello there” it means you’ve forgotten the 
customer’s name.’ The chap imparting his 
words of wisdom was a regular and always 
seemed a bit of a smart Alec. He was looking 
at me over his pint of Guinness obviously ex-
pecting a response. ‘You’re right, Alec – that’s 
very true’. ‘My name’s not Alec’, he says.

I go on, ‘Running a pub needs a lot of 
multitasking including cellar work, food prep, 
cleaning, accounts, staff  management, and 
remembering names. Having managed to build my 
grumpiness to a ¿ ne art , can get away with forgetting 
names. Customers think it’s just part of my grumpi-
ness. Being grumpy allows me to get away with lots, 
John’.

He smiles at me, ‘Another pint of Guinness, 
Grumpy, and my name’s not John’. He continues, ‘Still 
I bet you are happy that you have less competition 
with The Unicorn and Deddington restaurants closed’. 
I give him my steely look, ‘Absolutely not – people 

often think that pubs in the same neighbour-
hood are at each other’s throats. It’s simply 
not true. We know how tough this business is 
and help each other out when needed. Also if 
all the businesses are well run and success-
ful it attracts more people to Deddington and 
everyone Eene¿ ts. There are too many closed 
pubs right now, Kevin, and if the energy price 
rises aren’t sorted out there will be a lot more.’ 

‘My name’s not Kevin and I’ve been thinking 
about ideas for you to get round the energy 

price rises, Grumpy. No lights – just candles would 
give a really nice romantic atmosphere along with log 
¿ res for heating, perhaps with a stand for kettles and 
charcoal barbecues for food’. ‘You know what, Roger 
I think you might have the germ of a really good idea 
there’, I say, ‘and with no chillers I guess your warm 
pint of Guinness would go down really well?’ ‘Hmm’, 
he say, ‘Perhaps not …  and my name’s not Roger.’

Grumpy Landlord
Grumpylandlord1@gmail.com

For years we’ve been tracking the meteoric rise in the 
musical world of local boy, Alex Soddy, from fundraiser 
for the local church, to head chorister at Magdalen 
School, through Cambridge and years of opera house 
apprenticeship to return guest conducting in the major 
European houses and the New York Met. 

His UK debut was in 2018 when he conducted Brit-
ten’s Midsummer Night’s Dream at ENO. After several 
delays due to Covid, last week he made his Royal 
Opera House debut conducting Richard Strauss’s 
Salome – the Old Testament tale of Salome who took 
mad, bitter revenge on John the Baptist for rejecting 
her amorous advances by demanding – and then 
lusting over – his head on a silver platter.

So there we were, the mostly septuagenarian 
Deddington groupies, some with walking sticks and 
wondering where the nearest loo was. In memory of 
the royal patron, Queen Elizabeth II, the audience was 
invited to observe a minute’s silence and then sing 
‘God Save the King’, with the EIIR monograph on the 
heavy stage curtains blacked out.

Sound of Music it was not, the music is diႈ  cult, 
tightly wound but building to an ecstatic, erotic, swirling 
climax which left us all in stunned amazement. And 
what did the press make of it? The principals usually 
hog all the coverage and the Swedish soprano, Malin 
%ystr|m Musti¿ aEly had the headlines.

But what of our local boy? Just as at Alex’s debut 
conducting Salome in Vienna in 2020, when critics 
likened him to the legendary opera conductor, Carlos 
Kleiber, the 2022 press were equally ecstatic:

The Guardian: µ:hen he >6oddy@ reached the ¿ nal 
scene, he allowed the pace to slow, and the dissonant 
lyricism and searing nostalgia that surged out of the 
pit were simply breathtaking. This is wonderful Strauss 
conducting, and a most auspicious debut.’

Daily Express: ‘… the unusual combination of 
instruments … gloriously brought out by Soddy’s 
thoughtful interpretation and the orchestra’s commit-
ment «. The overall eff ect was outstanding.¶

Bachtrack: ‘The Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House was on imposing form, and so too was Alex-
ander Soddy, a British conductor making his house 
debut, having conducted almost everywhere else. 
… His return to Covent Garden should not be too 
long delayed.’

We’ve waited patiently for Alex to return to con-
ducting in the UK. Let’s hope we don’t have to wait 
too long again. Though to judge by his appointment 
diary, we’ll have to be patient again …

Mary Robinson
robimary@gmail.com

GRUMPY LANDLORD

LOCAL BOY DONE GOOD
Pi

p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

I
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01869 254010  

mark@trebler.co.uk 

www.trebler.co.uk 

Treble   R - Repair  Restore  Repurpose 

Repairs, restorations, alterations and 
commissions undertaken with care, skill and 

attention to detail by highly experienced 
Furniture Maker and Engineer 

Based in Fritwell, I provide a local and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you have 

something damaged, worn, in need of alteration 
or require something new I can usually help. 

Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, shelving, drawers and 
doors.  Flat pack furniture assembly and fitting.  

Art installation. Children’s furniture and toys. 
Garden furniture, storage, tools and more. 

 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

 
 

T H E   

T H E R A P I S T 
  
  
S U S I   B A R B E R  CertHyp CS MHS    

Psychotherapist, Counsellor 
& Clinical Hypnotherapist 

  
 

for Anxiety . Addiction . Eating Patterns . 
Fears & Phobia . P T S D . Self-esteem & 

Confidence . Quit smoking . Sleep 
patterns & Insomnia .  worry 

 

Tel. 01295 269393 
email: mrs.barber.email@gmail.com 

 
http://www.hypnotherapy-directory.org.uk/hypnotherapists/susi-barber 

 

www.completeenvironmentalservices.co.uk

PEST CONTROL
Rodents - Insects - Birds

07979 924209
info@completepestcontol.co.uk

J
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LETTERS

Please address all letters to:
JILL CHEESEMAN

37 THE DAEDINGS, DEDDINGTON
editor@deddingtonnews.co.uk

and include your name and address
even if they are not for publication

FROM BRIAN AND ANTHEA 
WOOD, DEDDINGTON
For balance, can we say how much 
we appreciate and look forward to 
Mike Ward’s ‘Postcard from Amer-
ica’? Mike, a school governor, and 
Heather, a parish councillor, were 
both active in Deddington before they 
went to the States. It is interesting 
to hear how people we knew react 
to a different environment. 3lease 
continue the articles.

FROM LESLEY MILROY, DEDDINGTON
The inclusive editorial policy of our excellent monthly 
maga]ine is very clearly stated, not for the ¿rst time, 
in the September issue. While contributions are not 
censored unless they are offensive, the editors note 
a fairly recent but persistent tendency to object to 
particular content. 

I suspect I am similar to many readers in not being 
equally enthusiastic about all contributions. Indeed, I 
¿nd myself skipping particular pages on a regular Ea-
sis and moving on to items which interest me, exactly 
as recommended by last month’s editor. Since not 
everyone agrees on what is interesting/uninteresting 
it seems much better than censorship.

Such an editorial policy has the potential to engage 
readers in the culture wars we hear so much about. 
A great many people of all kinds – writers, politicians, 
voters, teachers, academics, and just ordinary folk – 
are caught up in a process where division is created 
and spreads, opposing groups becoming larger and 
more vocal. People are forced to come down on one 
side or another of a conÀict, the nature and purpose of 
which is often unclear. Consequences can be serious, 
particularly in our universities where calm debate of 
contentious issues has Eecome diႈcult and sometimes 
frightening. The rather splendid term ‘schismogenesis’ 
(only recently discovered, by me at least) describes 
this process.  

We have been here before. In the middle of the 
nineteenth century Matthew Arnold produced a series 
of political discourses under the title Culture and Anar-
chy. Debate on the issues he raised there is of a kind 
familiar to observers of the culture wars and continued 
at least until the ����s. %ut what is different now is 
of course the development of digital communication 
systems such as social media. In a general way, these 
systems encourage people to write and react quickly 
and unreÀectively. Divisiveness is reinforced as people 
rapidly group together in ‘liking’ (or not liking) particular 
contributions. 

I certainly don’t expect all readers to agree with 
these comments. Some readers may think I am talk-
ing rubbish or that this letter should not have been 
published and has nothing of interest for anyone in 
Deddington. But remember – there is nothing to stop 
any one of us simply turning the page. 

FROM SIR FRANK DAVIES, 
DEDDINGTON
According to the minutes of the July 
parish council meeting, the leaÀet cir-
culated by Deddington Development 
Watch in connection with the recent 
Neighbourhood Plan consultation 
was criticised as containing ‘extreme 
views’. 

The leaÀet itself made a numEer 
of constructive comments, empha-

sising the need to protect local open spaces from the 
prospect of development. This is in line with DDW’s 
aim of supporting sustainable development and dis-
couraging inappropriate unsustainable development. 

It is questionable whether advocating the protection 
of valued green spaces or our heritage can reasonably 
be characterised as representing ‘extreme views’. The 
apparent lack of tolerance of differing views, typical 
of the ‘cancel culture’, even on green issues, is un-
fortunate. 

FROM THE PARISH CLERK
In response to a letter from David Macey asking why the PC 
is funding security for theRemembrance Parade
Essentially the RBL is no longer allowing its clubs to 
take on the responsibility of running a Remembrance 
Parade nationwide. I believe this was down to a num-
ber of serious injuries to people attending the events 
and the liability was too much for the individual clubs 
to cover.

Last year the PC took the decision to carry out this 
function and was able to get a grant from the County 
Council for £1,000 for training, road closure mapping, 
street furniture and manpower to be at the road closure 
points which is a stipulation of our insurers. 

We are intending to pay less this year as we 
have purchased the street furniture and now have 
two Tuali¿ed people within the parish who hold the 
correct Tuali¿cations to organise the event. , have 
asked for a quote for manpower for the road closure 
points (St Thomas Street, Hudson Street, Horsefair, 
Castle Street and Tays Gateway) to be considered as 
it would only be our second year of doing this and was 
unsure if we could use our own personnel. The £600 
is therefore the money that I have potentially available 
should there be no other option.

I hope that this answers your question and you are 
assured that we are taking every responsibility to look 
after our parishioners for this important event.

Monthly Advertising Rates
1/6p (82mm x 82mm): £15pm
1/4p (125mm high x 82mm wide): £20pm
1/2p (125mm high x 170mm wide): £40pm
Inserts £40
Please contact the short-run ad manager, Anne 
Hunsley, monthly@deddingtonnews.co.uk 01869 
338360. T&Cs apply. Please see Advertising on DN 
at https://www.deddington.org.uk/deddington-news/
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What do ballet, Pilates, phonics, AgeUK and martial 
arts all have in common? They are new classes now 
regularly available at the Windmill. After the nightmare 
that was successive lockdowns, it’s great to see nearly 
all our pre-Covid groups back up and running, together 
with these new and very welcome additions. 

Senshi Martial Arts Kids’ Classes are on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 5–6pm, Phonics Bear – a 
fun introduction to letters and sounds for pre-school 
children – holds classes on Tuesdays at 9.30am. Also 
on Tuesdays, AgeUK meet for ‘Strength and Balance’ 
sessions at midday. On Wednesdays from 9–11am 
there are two new Pilates classes run by Gisela Payne. 

Last but not least, we are delighted to announce that 
the Oxford School of Ballet, established in 1978, has 
chosen the Windmill as its new home for lessons in 
North Oxfordshire. Classes for all ages and levels are 
held on Fridays from 3–8pm.

There is no douEt that these ¿ve new groups are 
wonderful additions to the already extensive range of 
activities available at the Windmill but we want more. 
In fact, we want much more. So get in touch if you 
need a venue for your club, society or organisation. 
Bring us your ideas. I’m sure we can help. Let’s make 
the Windmill an even more vibrant hive for social and 
community activity than it already is.

As always, you can get information about how to 
hire the Windmill for your private use as well as how to 
join any of the regular clubs and activities that operate 
from there, including the new ones mentioned above, 
at www.thewindmilldeddington.org or on our FB page. 
+appy 2ctoEer�

Vaughan Jones
vaughan@englishlanguagematters.com

As we bid summer farewell, I would like to thank all 
the Community Volunteers who have worked with me 
to keep Deddington Library not just running smoothly 
but thriving, as we hosted the annual Summer Read-
ing Challenge – a reading-based activity for children 
± to encourage not Must reading Eut reÀection and 
assessment of the books they read. Participation in 
the challenge saw a ten-fold increase on 2021 and 
generated a real buzz.

This year, we have also welcomed two new Dig-
ital 9olunteers to help with digital offerings such as 
e-books, PressReader, the British Newspaper Archive 

and Ancestry and we also welcomed a further Home 
Library volunteer to the team. In so doing, we have 
boosted our capacity to interpret what the library has 
to offer. 6o, if you have Eeen thinking aEout emEarking 
on an Ancestry project during the autumn and winter 
or would like to learn how to access e-books or use 
our IT equipment for research purposes, please pay 
us a visit or book a dedicated insight session with one 
of our volunteers.

Looking forward to seeing you in the library soon.
Louise Willis

Louise.Willis@Oxfordshire.gov.uk

Confused about sugar?
As the nights draw in and we embrace autumn and  
winter, you may ¿nd you are tempted towards making 
more sugary food choices. 

You’re probably already aware that sugar isn’t 
Eene¿cial for health and studies show that it is a maMor 
contributing factor to many serious diseases including 
cancer, heart disease, autoimmune conditions and 
Type 2 diabetes, to name a few.

It’s common to feel confused by sugar as we know 
e[cessive consumption has negative effects on our 
health. :here the confusion lies is that the effects of 
sugar depend on the context.

For example, fruits have become demonised be-
cause of the blanket belief that sugars are bad and so 
the same must apply to fruits, which contain fructose. 
However, this isn’t the whole picture. While research 
shows that fructose can cause harm when consumed 
in excess, there is not enough fructose in fruits, and 
vegetables, to cause concern. 

I personally don’t advocate removing all sugars 
as there are different types. )ruits, vegetaEles and 
rice produce a certain amount of sugar in the form of 
carbohydrates which doesn’t make them ‘bad’. Carbo-
hydrates are an important food group which the body 
needs for various key functions and they should form 
part of a balanced diet, in appropriate proportions.

The sugars to be mindful of are the highly pro-
cessed sugars: white sugar, high fructose corn syrup, 
corn syrup and corn sweetener, maltodextrin and rice 
syrup, dextrose and sucrose.

You don’t need to worry so much about fresh pro-
duce. It’s the ingredients in processed products you 
need to keep an eye on.

If you’re concerned about sugar intake, a good 
place to start is to eat primarily natural produce with 
processed foods only making up a very small part of 
daily food consumption.

Shona Kennedy 
info@shonakennedy.com

DEDDINGTON COM MUNI TY CENTRE

ASK THE NUTRITIONIST

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
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BED & BREAKFAST

Hill Barn
English Tourism Council – 3 Stars

Milton Gated Road, Deddington
Nr Banbury, Oxon OX15 0TS

Tel: 01869 338631
email: hillbarnbb@btconnect.com

www.hillbarn-bb.co.uk

Converted barn, set in open countryside with 
views overlooking valley and hills. Convenient base for 

Oxford, Cotswolds, Warwick and Stratford 

Comfortable accommodation and
warm welcome assured 

Ground floor accommodation available

Contact: Joan White

Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 

 

24 Hour Service 

 

Monumental Masonry 

 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for a FREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk

K
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finders.co.uk

Switch to Finders Keepers and let 
us manage the rest.

01295 276766
banbury@finderskeepers.co.uk

We can make it easy

Time To 
Switch Agent?

L

DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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As the spirit of autumn emerges from the mist of 
late-afternoon twilight on horseback, apparently tipping 
its hat to passing strangers but actually removing its 
entire head (consisting of a pumpkin with carved arch 
eyes and rictus grin), we can look back on a summer 
eventually encapsulated by the British people’s very 
favourite obsessions: the weather and queuing.

The staggering waiting in line in the capital was 
probably to be expected, given the death of a monarch 
the overwhelming majority of us alive in the country 
have only ever known to be on the throne. Aside from 
the personal loss many feel, new money, stamps, 

BLISSFUL THINKING
the national anthem, almost anything that has some 
kind of royal crest or seal Eeing amended to reÀect 
the new head of state, one would think there will also 
have to emerge a new collective narrative in the teeth 
of multiple crises.

$s for the e[treme weather, the rains did ¿nally 
come but the drought has not become drench just 
yet. 5ight now the &lifton Àood plains may seem like 
a distant memory but I’m sure the Dedderglades will 
return in time for 6anta. +appy +allowe¶en spooks�

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

We are now back in school enjoying the beginning of 
Term 1, as we welcome new F1 children starting their 
school life with us. They are already getting used to 
daily routines and making us smile as they settle into 
school life so quickly and positively.

All classes are starting new exciting topics of work 
and the pupils are enthusiastic and fresh in their ap-
proach to new learning. The children have been enjoy-
ing the playground and the school ¿eld, with all year 
groups now playing outside together at the same time. 

We are looking forward to these special autumn 
terms, with our Harvest Service taking place in the 
church very soon. 

Denise Welch
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

PRIMARY SCHOOL

As we mourn the death of Queen Elizabeth II, our 
longest reigning monarch, our heritage is very much 
foremost in our minds. I am therefore very pleased to 
say that the British Library has accepted Deddington 
Parish Archive’s application for an up-to-date version 
of the History website to be harvested regularly and 
archived in the local history section of the Library’s 
digital UK Web Archive in perpetuity.

This is a source of great relief to the Parish Archive 
team who have been concerned for some time that 
the hundreds of articles – amounting to well over a 
thousand pages of our history created over the last 21 
years – might just fade away from public awareness 
over time, along with the online register of physical 
documents stored in our Windmill Centre facility. For 
those who wish to ¿nd out more aEout the 8. :eE 
Archive please see the link on the History website’s 
Home Page.

 In celebration of this important happening the 
website has a new logo, as you can see, and a new 
email address should now be used to contact me and 
for all website, archive and general history queries. 

Rob Forsyth
editor@deddingtonhistory.uk 

‘ROXY’ AT THE HOLLY TREE HALL
Film screenings are back at the Holly Tree Hall, 
thanks to AgeUK. All over 50s are welcome to attend. 
Films will be screened  every second Thursday of the 
month from October to March in the Holly Tree Hall at 
1.30pm. They cost £2 for an afternoon out, including 
a cuppa and biscuits. (That’s probably cheaper than 
an afternoon at home over this winter��

The programme is as follows:
13 October – Fisherman’s Friends
10 November – The King’s Speech
8 December  – Elf
12 January – Ladies in Lavender
9 February – High Society
9 March – Philomena

Julia Cork
julia.cork@thedha.org
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Royal British Legion
The committee¶s efforts are focused on preparing for 
Poppy Weeks which now encompass collecting in 
Adderbury, following closure of their branch. We would 
welcome more help with this. Please contact me if you 
would like to do so.

We will have our usual poppy stall on the Co-op 
green at the farmers’ market on 22 October and will 
also be selling tickets for our poppy fundraiser event 
on 5 November in the church, when ex-paratroopers, 
Yanto Evans and Mark ‘Zip’ Hunt, will talk about their 
Falklands experiences and being members of the 
Red Devils parachute team. Full details for this can 
be found in the advertisement in this edition.

Rob Forsyth, Chairman
01869 338384

Photographic Society
Peter Greenway talked about his journey into the world 
of image libraries and how this led to specialising in 
book cover work. It happened by a chance meeting 
with a very well-known photographer, Tony Worobiec, 
who asked, ‘Have you sold your images to an agency?’

The agency business has several sections, ‘Stock 
photography¶, for the supply of speci¿c images with a 
plethora of agencies. Next are the likes of Adobe and 
then the ‘big boys’ such as Getty Images, Trevillian and 
Arcangel. You hand over management rights to them, 
they exclusively market and promote and limit use to 
one per licence with a 50/50 royalty split. It’s a brutal 
process with an acceptance rate of only 13–15%. 
3eter ¿nds he can sell reMected images to *etty on 
a non-exclusive basis and some have sold well. His 
greatest success to date is his full-page image of St 
Mark’s, Venice. You get paid for every country in which 
the book is published. Variety is key to image libraries 
so you could well have something to sell. On average 
3eter suEmits ¿ve images per week and freely admits 
it’s a hard and sometimes challenging process.

Do join us for our next presentation evening on 
Wednesday 5 October at 7.30pm at The Adderbury 
Institute. Details can be found on our website.

Anne Hunsley
www.addphoto.co.uk

Deddington Players
Auditions for this season’s Deddington Players pan-
tomime will be held at the Windmill on Sunday 16 Oc-
tober 2.00–4.00pm. If you would like to be involved in 
this season’s production of The Wizard of Oz, either 
on stage or behind the scenes, please come. Auditions 
are fun and informal, and usually include some group 
songs, dances and acting, with the opportunity to try 
out for solos or bigger roles for those who want to. 
If you’re interested in a backstage role please come 
along, introduce yourself and leave your contact de-
tails. We welcome adults and children from Yr1 up and 
all experience levels. 

Suzie Upson suzieupson@mac.com

Deddington and District History Society
2ur ¿rst meeting of the ������ season is on Thursday 
20 October. It is dedicated to the memory of Chris Day 
who was one of the founders of the History Society and 
for many years our inspirational chairman, nurturing 
the study of local history. The Spanish Civil War was 
a subject he was keenly interested in. Liz Woolley, 
whose meticulously researched and interesting talks 
have made her a valued regular contributor to our 
meetings, will tell us about ‘Oxfordshire People in the 
Spanish Civil War’. This was a brutal episode in the 
latter half of the 1930s, when divisions of the Spanish 
army, led by General Franco, successfully overthrew 
the elected national government after a long and 
vicious conÀict.

The war was made more brutal by external inter-
vention, even after an agreement had been drawn 
up supposedly banning this. Hitler sent troops and 
a section of the reformed /uftwaffe who EomEed 
towns, notably Guernica. Mussolini also sent troops 
and arms. Stalin supported the government, mainly 
through political advisers whose job it was to crack 
down on those in the government who were not ortho-
dox communists. The UK and France resolutely stuck 
by non-intervention as part of the general policy of 
appeasement. ,ndividuals volunteered to ¿ght, mainly 
on the side of the government, and Liz will look at the 
motives and experiences of folk from Oxfordshire who 
took the plunge.

We meet at 7.30pm in the primary school hall. You 
can pay £4.50 at the door or take out a season ticket 
at £34 for couple and £18 for single membership. If 
you want more information or the full programme, 
contact me.

Gareth Richard
gareth.richard@btinternet.com

Local Vocals Community Choir
We meet on Mondays at 7.30pm during term time in 
the primary school hall.

Despite a long summer break our voices were in 
relatively good shape as we returned to our rehears-
als and took on the beautiful ‘Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow’, where we all take turns at singing the part 
of a ukulele. It was good to reconnect with existing 
members and meet new ones and, I hesitate to say it, 
but … we’ll be starting on those Christmas carols soon. 

To ¿nd out more aEout our choir or to contact us 
please go to www.localvocalscc.co.uk.  

Alison Grieve

Book Group
Sarah Wingman’s novel, Still Life, spans four decades, 
beginning with a chance meeting in Italy during WWII. 
Ulysses Temper, a young British soldier, and Evelyn 
Skinner, a sexagenarian art historian, spend only a 
brief time together but their conversation introduces 
the book’s themes of art, beauty and love. After the 

CALLING ALL CLUBS
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All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

Unforgettable experiences!

Vintage 
Tiger Moth 
flights...

www.finesthourexperiences.co.uk
info@finesthourexperiences.co.uk

07415 735683

...aerobatics...

...and 
Stearman lessons

F I N E S T  H O U R
E X P E R I E N C E S

Gift vouchers available for:
Tiger Moth lessons  •  Aerobatic Experiences  •  Stearman lessons

Tiger Moth Themed Tours: 
Midsomer Murders • Inspector Morse  

The Cotswolds  • Ancient England  • English Civil War
Railway Tour • Aviation Heritage

Gift vouchers available for:

M

 

 

 

Everyone wrestles with money questions.  
 
 

How will I afford the retirement lifestyle I want?  
 
 

How do I arrange my finances in a tax efficient manner?  
 
 

How do I best plan for the future to hand a meaningful 
inheritance down to my children? 

 
 

These are important questions, but you do not have to face 
them alone. 

 

You have one life, let us help you live it. 
 

Call us for a friendly, no obligation chat 
on 01869 331 469 

The Stableblock | Castle Farm | Clifton Road | Deddington | OX15 0TP 
wmm.co.uk                                                  FCA registered number 146499 

Financial Planners and Wealth Managers 
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“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We now offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound 
care for 2-4 year olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast 
Club and 3-6pm After School Club. 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work 
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-esteem 
and social skills.
� Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week
� Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds
� Now offering the new 30-hours gov-funded childcare
� A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff together with 

parents

Nursery:    01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH

Deddington Parnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247 
Charity No: 1117963

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 
Charity No: 1100275

N
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war Ulysses returns to the East End and, later, an 
unexpected inheritance enables him to make a new 
life in Florence, accompanied by several old friends. 
Winman creates an unconventional family of delightful 
characters who support each other through good times 
and bad in the vividly conveyed atmosphere of Flor-
ence. Although some of us found this a very enjoyable 
read, others thought it was too long and meandering.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 28 October. 
Please contact Sally Lambert on 01869 338094 for 
details. 

Sian Waterman

Deddington Original Golf Society
The Texas Scramble at Feldon Valley on 26 August, 
with the famous ‘Barbecue Blacksmith’ in Keith Spen-
gler’s garden in the evening, was a great success and 
many thanks to all who contributed. The winners were 
Barbara Lowe’s team (Keith Spengler, Jason Gould 
and Tony Walton) and over 50 people came along to 
Keith’s in the evening for great food and bonhomie.

2ur ¿nal event of ���� took place at The :ych-
wood Golf Club on 23 September. We look forward 
to an eventful 2023 with new venues and good at-
tendances.

Nigel Oddy, Secretary
nigeloddy@yahoo.com

Deddington Town Football Club
First Team results
3.9.22  Graven Hill (a) L 1-2 Thornton, J
Reserve Team results
3.9.22  Banbury Ath (a) D 0-0
It’s foolish to derive much from one match, particularly 
as DTFC teams have a habit of starting slowly, so let 
me instead break the news of the comprehensive re-
structuring of divisions. God knows what exactly had 
caused the spate of clubs folding, but there are no 
longer four divisions comprising 8–10 teams. Instead, 
we have three divisions with varying number of teams, 
as only 27 clubs are still operating. Three divisions of 
9 teams each was apparently too straightforward for 
the Banbury District and Lord Jersey bureaucrats, who 
have instead left Division 2 with 10 teams, Division 1 
with 8 and the Premier Division with 9. Surely it would 
have made more sense to have 10-9-8 in ascending 
order, but what do I know? We’ll see how this mess 
unfolds in the weeks to come.

Aaron Bliss
07909 64288)

Deddington Town Youth Teams
This month we are after your help: two volunteer posi-
tions are available and your chance to help us develop 
girls football in Deddington. 

Club Welfare Officer. We are seeking a new Club 
:elfare 2ႈcer for the ������� season. The role of 

the CWO is to make sure that managers and coaches 
understand their duty of care towards children and 
young people. This includes making sure they have an 
up-to-date DBS check, have attended a Safeguarding 
Children course and Emergency First Aid. This role is 
integral to the running of the Club. More information 
about the role and our safeguarding policies can be 
found on the Club website. If you would like to apply 
please contact us via cwo@deddingtontownfc.com.  

Marketing and Communications Officer. We are 
seeking to recruit a volunteer Marketing and Com-
munications 2ႈcer to generate positive awareness 
of Deddington Town )ootEall &luE and what it offers, 
and actively encourage people to join or take part in 
the club’s activities. This will strengthen our FA Ac-
credited Club Development Plan to support the local 
community and market and communicate our work to 
all our stakeholders. If you would like to apply please 
contact us via mracharman@gmail.com.

Developing girls’ football in Deddington. After the 
success of the Lionesses in Euro 2022, we have a real 
opportunity for the Club to develop girls’ football. We 
would like your ideas on what you think we can do 
to attract girls and female coaches as well as recruit 
women to help run the Club and support the overall 
development of girls’ football. If you have ideas and 
want to get involved email secretarydtfc@yahoo.com.  

Further information about the club is on our web-
site, http://www.deddingtontownfc/ or visit us on Face-
book https://www.facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc.

Roger Sykes, Development Officer
07899 914425 

Deddington Cricket Club
Another successful cricket season concluded in Sep-
tember, with the Club’s First team gaining promotion 
for the second year in succession, the Seconds ending 
the season more competitive than at the start. The 
Women performed strongly in the Home Counties 
League, with competition for places, thanks to a squad 
of well over 20 players.

August Bank holiday Monday saw us hold the 
second Derek Cheeseman memorial game between 
the Club and a Club Legends team. Fortunately, for 
current members, the Club side prevailed in a com-
petitive game enjoyed by everyone, including Gary 
Ward, publican at The Red Lion, our shirt sponsors, 
who showed that he can bowl  in-swingers as quickly 
as he can pull pints. Match fees, a raႉe and dona-
tions for teas raised over £300, divided equally be-
tween the Club and the Chance to Shine charity.

We held an end-of-season dinner and awards 
evening on Friday 17 September. Around 40 mem-
bers attended at Voujons in Banbury where numer-
ous awards were presented.  Congratulations to all 
winners.
Firsts Batting: Mike Naylor
Firsts Bowling: Harry Beardsley
Seconds Batting: Adrian Bletchly 

SPORT 
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Seconds Bowling: Tahir Khan
Women’s Batting: Kate Williamson
Women’s Bowling: Sarah Cox
Jedi Moment: David Webb
Dave Barnhill ‘Pants’ Award: Rob Preston
Newcomer Award: Alan Inskip
The Leslie Plant Young Player Award: 
      LottieAtkinson
Most Improved: Biswajit Neog
Clubperson Award: Georgia Adams
Woman’s Players Player: Karen White
Men’s Players Player: Mike Naylor

The season may have ended, but there is lots still 
going on in the Club. Work to repair and renew the 
cricket square is underway. We plan some repairs to 
the scorebox and we will service all our machinery 
and other items of equipment. Both men’s and wom-
en’s teams are planned for respective indoor leagues 
over the winter and indoor practice nets and games 
for both squads. Fundraising is also a feature of the 
off�season and the &luE would like to e[tend thanks 
to all our Vice Presidents, sponsors and supporters 
for their continued support.

Simon Oldfield                                                                                                                                         
07771 997358

1st Deddington Scout Group
A message from the Chief Scout Bear Grylls:

‘As Scouts we are united in sorrow for the loss of 
our Patron, HM The Queen. She leaves a bright legacy 

of hope and promise for future generations.
We will remember her, and give thanks for her 

kindness, her service, and the unwavering support she 
showed our movement over many decades. She was 
truly a friend to Scouts everywhere. For seventy years, 
HM The Queen has stood at our side, encouraging our 
volunteers and inspiring our young people to learn new 
skills, help others and shine brightly.

Her sense of duty was an outstanding example to 
every single Scout.’

We couldn’t have put it better; thank you, Ma’am.
Paul Honess deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Pete Churchyard deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 
Jo Churchyard deddingtongsl@gmail.com

1st Deddington Guides
We start the term with a birthday celebration – we are 
�� years old� +urrah�  &ake is called for of course. 

We’re back in action and get outside as much as we 
can, with plenty of games and challenges and time to 
learn new skills. Of all the indoor activities so far this 
term, I think arm pit fudge has to be mentioned. Very 
tasty and not as messy as it sounds.

We paid tribute to HM the Queen and talked about 
her being a Brownie and a Guide and going on to be 
our Patron. We all signed a card of condolence for 
King Charles and other members of the royal family.

New Patrols and badges are being planned and 
we’re looking forward to the next Guides being the 
¿rst to address the .ing in their 3romise ceremony. 

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
Marian Trinder 07786 001641

YOUTH 
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DEN is now into its third year of selling eco-friendly 
detergents in recycled bottles at the markets in Ded-
dington and the Barfords and, most recently on sum-
mer Saturdays mornings, at the Windmill playgrounds 
through %loom &offee 5oasters.

This is a not�for�pro¿t venture, which is fortunate 
Eecause we¶ve yet to make to pro¿t, Eut we, or , should 
say you, have saved over 2,145 plastic bottles being 
bought from supermarkets, having chosen to make a 
permanent switch from your usual brands. You tell us 
you support the sustainability aspect of these products, 
that it is great to be able to buy as much as you want 
at a fair price and you enjoy the social aspect of buying 
from the market. $ few residents Euy off�market and it¶s 
worth knowing that you can buy the same products in 
Banbury from Nothing But Footprints and the Village 
5e¿ll at <arnton *arden &entre.

Whilst this feedback has been encouraging, we’ve 
had to ask the question about what we hope to achieve 
in the long run. We only reach a small percentage of 
potential customers in the parish and if we did reach 
more, how would we service the demand from the 
markets alone? We’ve thought about pop-up shops, 
offering a self�service option from the church or liErary 

and house-to-house deliveries. There is clearly work to 
do but I think we can judge our success in other ways.

Firstly, we are trying to change buying habits, 
not necessarily divert people from their favourite re-
tailer. ,f our efforts give people cause to make more 
eco-friendly choices about the brands they buy, then 
that is a success too. If people are more conscious of 
how much plastic they buy in total, then that makes 
our efforts worthwhile. ,f our presence at the markets 
helps engage people with the DEN message and 
events, then we’re doing something right.

Secondly, this mission is not about seeing residents 
as consumers. Rather it’s about recognising that every-
one can, in some way, be part of a world wide web 
of citizen-led activity that will accelerate the shift to a 
sustainable way of us all living on this planet.

Thank you for your support so far and we look 
forward to working with more of you. Success will be 
measured by new friendships, ideas, collaborations 
and proMects. <ou can ¿nd more information on www.
deddingtonenvironment.net and via the Facebook 
group, deddingtonenvironmentnetwork.

Stefan Wathan
welsh.wathan@gmail.com

DEDDINGTON ENVIRONMENT NETWORK

YOUTH Continued 
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01869 352002
The Old Forge Building, North Green, Kirtlington, OX5 3JZ

Call Simon, Matt or Caleb on:

hello@computer-pro.co.uk www.computer-pro.co.uk

At your home/business or in our workshop

Apple/Mac, Microsoft/Windows & Android

Computer slow to start or load?

Are your mobile devices out of sync?

Are your important files backed up?

Poor wifi or slow internet connection?

Broken screen, liquid or other damage?

Suspicious activity, virus or hacked?

Helping Homes & Small Businesses for 20 years

Local, friendly, fast & flexible experts
 Computer Repair & IT Support 

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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C.A. Berger
Painting & Decorating
Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial
Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance

Mobile 
07875 212315
Office Tel/Fax 

01295 738633
Email: 

claytonaberger@gmail.com

PICTURE FRAMING
Adderbury

� Expert advice on all your framing
� Art and photo framing
� Fast turnaround

� By appointment only
Please contact Chris Tout

07460 226974
chriswtout@gmail.com

www.bespoke-framing.co.uk

CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯

¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯

Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaƟon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

P

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 



10% 
Discount 

Collections Only* 

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN) 
This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*. 

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these offers please tick the box. 
We do not give your details to any third parties. 

e-mail 

Address Name 

Chapel Square, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 0SG 
Tel: 01869 338275   •   Fax: 01869 337014 

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk 

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 
 
If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.* 

*Terms & Conditions Apply. 

Propertymark Qualified Experts

01869 337346

Our Free Landlord Compliance Checklist
www.jpga.club/CherryLetsLandlords

Always here to help local landlords

Deddington Lettings Specialists

www.cherry-lets.co.uk

Local Investment Advice

IBC 



DEDDINGTON  DATA
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001 
CITIZENS ADVICE 01295 221448
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
 Repeat prescriptions (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 338847
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 -ohn 5adcliffe ���� ��� ����
 Manor �Nuႈeld +ealth, 3rivate� ����� ������
 Nuႈeld 2rthopaedic &entre ���� ��� ����
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 811866
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447
 Monday 9.00am–12.30pm
 Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU  01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Heyfordian Travel 01869 241500 
 National Express 0871 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 08457 484950
 OurBus Bartons  01869 699699
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201 
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250 
 Traveline (Public Transport)  0871 200 22 33
UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs) 0800 111 999
 Electricity — any supplier:
 Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline365  (over 60s) 0800 101 3333
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
 Water leak 0800 714 614
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL  01865 792422

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY 01869 338391
 Monday 2.00–7.00pm
 Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
 Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
 Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of con-
tacts is available from the Library or the Deddington On-
Line website at https://www.deddington.org.uk/directory/

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

Printed in the UK by BCQ Group, 1 Osier Way, Swan Business Park, Buckingham MK18. Tel: 01280 824000 
www.bcqgroup.com

Duns Tew Kitchens

01869 340429  /  01908 505658 

info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk

www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk


