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Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Physiotherapy

 Osteopathy

 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy

 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

 Clinical Psychology

 Counselling & Coaching

 Holistic & Theraputic Massage

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 



Submission of any article to the DN carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person submitting 
the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation for this 
information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
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WHAT’S ON
July
Sun 2 Tennis Club: 40th Anniversary Celebration, Windmill Centre
Sun 2 Music in Adderbury, Adderbury Ensemble, St Mary’s 
  Adderbury, 6.00pm
Wed 5 Photographic Society: ‘Photographing the Milky Way from 
   the UK’, Mary McIntyre, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Sat 8 Cherwell Choral Society: ‘Americana’, Parish Church, 7.30pm 
Sun 9 Music in Adderbury, San Marco Chamber Music Society, 
  St Mary’s Adderbury, 6.00pm
Tue 11 DOGS: Stratford upon Avon GC, first tee 10.30am
Wed 12 WI: ‘Ladies can’t climb ladders’, Jane Robinson, Holly Tree,  
  2.30pm
Sat 15 Local Vocals: Concert for Katharine House Hospice, 
  Windmill Centre, 7.30pm 
Sun 16 Music in Adderbury: Paddington Trio, Parish Church,  
  6.00pm
Wed 19 Parish Council Meeting: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 
  7.30pm
Sat 22 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Thu 27 Bookworms: Holly Tree, 6.30pm
Thu 27 Book Group: Call Sally Lambert, 01869 338094 for details
August
Wed 2 Photographic Society: ‘Street Photography My Way’, 
  Peter Crane, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Wed 9 WI: ‘The Origins of Afternoon Tea’, Shaun Todd, Holly Tree,  
  2.30pm
Wed 9 Harvard Krokodiloes, Hermitage Garden, 7.30pm
Wed 16 Parish Council Meeting: Old School Room, Hempton,  
  7.30pm
Thu 24 Bookworms: Holly Tree, 6.30pm
Fri 25 DOGS: Annual Golf Day, Witney Lakes GC and evening 
  barbecue 
Sat 26 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat 28 Photographic Society: Exhibition, Steeple Aston summer  
  show
September
Wed 13 WI: ‘My life and Times as a Film Extra’, John Kinory, Holly 
  Tree, 2.30pm
Sat 16 Autumn Artisan Fayre: Windmill Centre, 10.00am–1.00pm
Wed 20 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
Sat 23 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm

The Deddington News team wishes all our readers a very ehjoy-
able summer holiday. We will return on your doorsteps with the 
September issue.                                                                       CD



2 Deddington News July 2023

DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting Windmill 21 June 2023

These Parish Council notes are the view of our reporter, Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes. 
For those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Present: Cox (chair), Ince, Patterson, Swadling, Swan, 
Timms, Watts, District Councillor Williams, the parish 
clerk and DN representative. In the absence of several 
councillors, Councillor Cox was elected chair for the 
meeting.
County Cllor report
CC Fatemian reported that all OCC councillors re-
ceived an email directing them to refrain from ex-
pressing an opinion on OCC’s decision making on 
leasing the ‘Triangle’ at Kidlington to Oxford United-
FC. He stated he had no intention of complying.
Finance & General Purposes
The rules relating to the cemetery have been updat-
ed to include reference to maintenance of memorial 
benches around the parish and listing approved cem-
etery contractors.

Planning permission has been received for the 
upgrade of the Windmill roof and grants have been 
applied for. A construction survey is still awaited.

Research is continuing into the possible installation 
of wifi in the Market Place for the use of the farmers’ 
market traders.

It was agreed to spend up to £24,950 on refurbish-
ing the Windmill kitchen.

District Councillor Williams is to follow up discus-
sions with CDC regarding the PC’s adoption of the 
Swere (referred to as Deddington Grange) play area, 
without taking responsibility for the balancing pond.

Following a request from Friends of Castle 
Grounds, there, Although they will not be able to carry 
out work required, as they are not on English Heritage 
list of contractors, local contractors will be asked to 
quote for work at Castle Grounds, at the request of 
the Friends. This is to compare with the £2,500 quote 
by an English Heritage preferred supplier for repairs 
to path which has been disrupted by badgers.
Planning
No objection
Holly Tree Club, Horse Fair: single storey extension to 
front of existing building and associated landscaping.
Stable End, St Thomas Street: single storey side 
extension.
Land Adjacent to Clifton Gate Development, Clifton 
Road: erection of single dwelling, as previously, with 
reservation that oak with TPO be protected at all times.
Plummers, 8 Hopcraft Lane, Deddington: fell two 
conifers.
7 Hobart Way, Deddington: retrospective application 
for erection of utility room, including WC, to rear of 
existing garage.
Land South East of College Farm, Duns Tew Road, 
Hempton: extension of existing agricultural building 
for additional straw storage.
Old Corner House, Market Place, Deddington: reposi-
tioning of two ground floor doors and associated works. 

Approvals
Windsor Cottage, High Street, Deddington: tree works.
Holly Trees, Earls Lane, Deddington: First floor ex-
tension over garage and two storey extension to rear 
and loft conversion.
Middle Yard, The Tchure: 10 roof-mounted solar 
panels.
Crossways, Hempton: external repointing.
Hempton Gate, Deddington: amendment to site layout 
plot 22.
Dragon House, Bull Ring, Deddington: replacement 
of two dormer windows.
British Microlight Association, Bull Ring, Deddington: 
change of use to residential apartments and retention 
of one office on ground floor including bicycle storage.
Refusals
Land east of Combe Cottage and south of St John’s 
Way, Hempton: outline planning for 9 dwellings; as 
outside village, walking distance from key amenities 
in Deddington, loss of greenfield land, extension of 
development into countryside, urbanising effect on 
local area and adverse effect on haracter of Hempton.
Large Scale Developments
S106 money finally received by CDC from Burringtons 
for Stone Pits phase 1 development, is now available 
for Windmill kitchen, play equipment at Wimborn 
Close and the Windmill Centre, and outdoor sports. 
£15,000 has already been agreed for refurbishing the 
Cricket Club nets; the remainder will be used on the 
old play area between the Popular Chinese and the 
Tennis Club. 

An application for 60 dwellings north of Wimborn 
Close is not on CDC’s June planning agenda. 
Neighbourhood Plan
CDC’s emerging Local Plan has no status at present, 
with latest version expected next year. This does 
not help Deddington fend off unwanted large scale 
applications but, once approved, our Neighbourhood 
Plan will stand instead. This is now undergoing CDC’s 
Regulation 16 consultation which will end in mid July. 
Highways & Transport
A proposal for additional bollards to be installed round 
the Market Place greens is being considered, with 
OCC being asked to pay for them. OCC engineers to 
be asked to look at widening lane on the south side 
of the large green and also costs for double kerbs for 
part or all way round.

NB The S4 bus running through Deddington in 
both directions is now leaving 10 minutes later than 
previously. Also, buses and trains to Birmingham In-
ternational airport are no longer linked.
Next meeting: Wednesday 19 July at 7.30pm at the 
Windmill and Wednesday 16 August at 7.30pm at 
Hempton Old School Room.
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Duns Tew Kitchens

01869 340429  / 01908 505658 

info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk

www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860
Email: blox.dent@nhs.net

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

 Bloxham Dental Practice 
Bloxham Dental @ Banbury 
Banbury Orthodontics

Caring for your Dental needs for over 25 years. 
Our highly qualified team of specialists, dentists, 
therapists and support staff ensure a professional yet 
relaxed patient experience for you in our modern dental  
practice where we use the latest scanning and digital 
technology and materials to ensure that you have the 
best possible care.
We offer a full range of options for adults and children 
including:

n Routine examinations and fillings
n Full Orthodontic services by an Orthodontic 

Specialist including Platinum Invisalign Provider
n Hygiene services
n Tooth whitening
n Cosmetic crowns and veneers
n Composite bonding
n Implants
n Root canal treatment
n Emergency dental care

Contact us today for an appointment
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A PARTY IN THE PORCH

Revd Annie cutting the tape on the restored porch

Painter and decorator based in 
Deddington

Competitive rates

Fully insured

Please call Kat Onions on 
077 599 735 35

Or email katonions@hotmail.co.uk

No job too small

We are fortunate to have at the heart of our village 
the church of St Peter and St Paul, an historic listed 
building that goes back nearly eight centuries.

It is not only a focal point for religious services but 
is also used by some 40 diff erent organisations for a 
wide range of events. The monthly farmers’ market is 
the most visible of these to villagers and visitors alike. 

Every generation down the centuries has felt a 
responsibility to preserve this remarkable building for 
the benefi t of their successors. It is for this purpose 
that the Friends of Deddington Church was set up 
some sixteen years ago. 

Between 2012 and 2017, for example, fundraising 
activities ranged from jazz evenings to brass band 
performances, an Abba tribute concert and exotic 
calypso evenings, together with exotic Burns suppers. 
They succeeded in raising funds for the maintenance 
of the fabric and grounds of the church. 

However, it became clear that fundraising by these 
means was no longer suffi  cient. Accordingly, in 2022 
we re-established the Friends as a registered charity. 
This means that our funds are increased by 25% by 
the government and also that donors can claim income 
tax relief. In the six months between the eff ective end 
of the Covid crisis and the fi nancial diffi  culties of last 
autumn, we were able to conduct our fi rst campaign.   
This attracted many generous donors and we raised 
some £75,000 which will now be used for the main-
tenance of the church building and its grounds which 
also give pleasure to many of us in the village. 

Our fi rst major project was the replacement of the 
century old roof on the south porch of the church, in-
deed its main entrance.  Extensive rot had weakened 
the woodwork and many of its historic Stonesfi eld tiles 

needed replacement. Others had to be removed and 
cleaned. Fortunately, specialist builders had access to 
a further supply of such tiles from the recently replaced 
roof of the Holly Tree cottages nearby. This work was 
completed in early May. 

A small group of supporters celebrated its comple-
tion on 19 May when the Revd Annie who, in one of 
her last acts after eight years as our vicar, ceremonially 
cut a ribbon to open the new entrance to the church.  

Looking ahead, there are other important works to 
be completed that are beyond the means of the regular 
congregation and for which we will be seeking funds 
from the village as a whole.

Lesley Milroy
01869 337614
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Old Age, Tennis, Secret Papers and 
Coronations
I have more time to play tennis now that I am semi-re-
tired, but this week I discovered the problem with team 
sports at 70 years of age.  After I played a great winner 
down the line the four of us looked at each other but 
no-one could remember the score. Mind you, two of 
the geriatrics were over 80 and they are both better 
at tennis than I am.

I think we would all agree that, on occasions, 
most politicians have a suspect connection to the 
truth but now ‘alternative facts’ seem to have become 
normalised on both sides of the Pond. There is quite 
a fascination with Boris over here and, with my usual 
English superiority, I tell people that the UK is a beacon 
of light in its widespread rejection of the lies. In the 
largest democracy in the world Trump has managed 
to maintain his support levels, despite the things he 
claims and the court cases that are piling up. There 
will be at least another set of charges on the books 
over the next couple of months and these will be more 
serious than the tax issues and his penchant to collect 
old papers as souvenirs.  

I relate to this issue since I collect bits that mean 
something to me in my ‘boxes of life’. Trump is obvi-
ously someone who also likes to collect; however, I 
don’t store them in a toilet. I guess Melania doesn’t 
ask him why they are paying for the storage costs and 
I don’t suppose that any Saudis want to look inside my 
boxes. I don’t have any nuclear secrets.

When I first started travelling for business in the 
US 20 years ago I had a uniform, a black suit, a white 
shirt and an English accent. I guess I might have had 
something useful to say on these occasions, but for 
sure the client always remembered the visit by the Eng-
lishman. It does amaze me how the average middle 
class American loves British TV, castles and the Royal 
family. We managed to miss the Coronation since we 
were visiting family in Cyprus but, after we got back to 
Colorado, we had a neighbourhood happy hour and 
four separate people asked me what I thought of the 
ceremony. They had watched it. They had all loved 
it. I like to remind them in my condescending manner 
that America fought a war 240 years ago in order to 
remove the UK monarchy from their lives.  

Yesterday Heather visited a ‘1450s Scottish-style 
Castle’, a very old construction about 15 miles south of 
us, which was built in 1925. It has a Winston Church-
ill room, and a huge collection of Christopher Wren 
drawings. She had tea, but, as always the water wasn’t 
hot enough and the use of long life milk did not meet 
with her approval. There are a lot of Anglophiles here, 
but they do not understand how to make English tea.

I hope my accent and my ability to make tea will 
continue to work with Heather as we come up to our 
30-year anniversary. She has had a lot to put up with 
over the years but the good news is that I have forgot-
ten all about my errors. I’m a bit like a politician really.

Mike Ward
mike@mikeaward.com

CHARITY

NIGHT

THE WINDMILL CENTRE

Wednesday 6th September

Door open at 7pm

Deddington

All profits go to support

sucicide prevention and
mental health support charity

Andrew Bird

Scott Bennett

Matt Bragg

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
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Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

24 Hour Service 
 

Monumental Masonry 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

A. GROSSI Ltd

Established 
since 1978

Carpentry, Joinery, 
Maintenance  
&  Builder
Complete Bathrooms & Kitchens
Quality & Prompt Service
Free Estimates

Phone: 01295 721100
Mobile: 07721 383997
Email: a.grossi.ltd@gmail.com
www.a-grossi.co.uk
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 YYoouurr  LLooccaall  SSttoovvee  SSuupppplliieerr    

  VViissiitt  oouurr  SShhoowwrroooomm  aatt    
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH  

T: 01295 253936 
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk 
W: www.ironandwood.co.uk 

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for aFREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on 
Saturdays; and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass. Tel: 
01295 720869 or 07766 711984.

Following the retirement of Revd Annie Goldthorp the 
parishes of Deddington, Clifton, Hempton and the 
Barfords will be without a resident vicar for up to nine 
months. Pastoral care will be available through our 
retired clergy and clergy from other benefices helping 
out. Anyone requiring assistance with weddings, fu-
nerals, home visits or consultation with a priest should 
contact one of the church wardens. Deddington: Stan 
Nelson (01869 337883) or Lucinda Fuoco (07869 
282227); Barfords: Sue Addison or Sally Barber at 
barfordchurches234@gmail.co.uk.

Deddington church is open throughout the day for 
anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. 
Services are streamed live. Please see the church 
website or Facebook page for updates: www.ded-
dingtonchurch.org and https://www.facebook.com/
DeddingtonChurch.
Weekday services 
Mon, Wed 8.45am Morning Prayer
and Fri
Wed  10.00am Holy Communion
Thu  9.30am Tea + Toast and Squiggles and 
   Wriggles

JULY
Sun 2 10.30am Holy Communion
  3.00pm 3 O’Clock Family Service
  6.00pm Patronal Festal Evensong
Sun 9 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sun 6 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sun 23 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 30 10.30am Holy Communion
Hempton
Sun 16 9.00am Holy Communion

Barfords
Sun 2 10.30am Coffee and Chat BSM
Sun 9 9.00am Communion BSM
Sun 16 10.30am Family Service BSM
Sun 23 10.30am Family Holy Communion BSM
Sun 30 9.00am Special Service, BSJ

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
27 May Rowan Jacob Ashworth Small
28 May Nancy Margot Nicholls
10 June Louie Peter Robin Scott Butters 
 and Lila Wren Scott Butters
Weddings
10 June Charlotte Ogilvie and Kristian Tyler
Funerals
9 May Rosemary Taylor (burial of ashes)
18 May Margery Hawes (burial of ashes);
21May Dorothy White (memorial service)
22 May Daphne Harper

AUGUST 
Sun 6 10.30am Holy Communion
  3.00pm 3 O’Clock Family Service
Sun 13 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sun 20 10.30am Holy Communion 
Sun 27 10.30am Holy Communion
Hempton
No 9.00am service this month
Barfords
Sun 6 10.30am Coffee and Chat, BSMl
Sun 13 9.00am Communion, BSM
Sun 20 10.30am Family Service, BSM
Sun 27 10.30am Family Holy Communion, BSM

DEDDINGTON PARISH SHOW 2023
The Deddington Parish Show will take place on 2 
September in the church. 

We would like to encourage everyone to enter. 
Entry forms are available in local shops and pubs 
throughout June, July and August. Contributions for 
the Bottle Stall and cakes for teas and the Cake Stall 
would be gratefully appreciated.

All profits from the Show are distributed to local 
groups.

Sue Shelley, Secretary
01869 338893

sue.shelley@yahoo.co.uk

HARVARD KROKODILOES ARE BACK!
On Wednesday 9 August the Krokodilos will be singing 

in the garden of the Hermitage, on Horsefair, thanks 
to the generosity of Suzanne Allan. The Kroks are 
Harvard University’s oldest a cappella singing group.

 The concert begins at 7.30pm. The cost on the 
door will be £15.00 with children under 16 free. Please 
bring a picnic for the interval.

In the event of bad weather, the concert will move 
to the church.

Barrie Smith
smithinsight@btinternet.com
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At present, the UK plans to ban gas boilers for new 
construction by 2025. Existing properties with gas 
boilers will not be affected, although the idea is even-
tually to replace them all. Among the alternatives being 
discussed is heat pumps, an electrical device that 
extracts heat from the outside air, underground pipes 
or a source of water.

One might reasonably ask how we could heat a 
house using chilly outdoor air or cold ground as a 
resource.  Without getting lost in the technical tall 
grass, heat pumps use a liquid refrigerant with a very 
low boiling point and, even in cold weather, there is 
enough outdoor heat to turn that liquid into a gas which 
is then compressed to raise its temperature. When 
the gas reliquefies in an indoor condenser unit, it can 
heat either water for radiators or warm air fan units.  

There appears to be some confusion as to what 
kind of heat pump to consider. Many on the market 
are known as ‘low temperature units’ with thermal 
output temperatures of around 45C. This is a typical 
temperature for underfloor heating systems and should 
work well in homes built to high insulation and weath-
er-tightness standards, although it could be worthwhile 
considering insulating to a higher level than current 
building code standards for energy efficiency. 

However, if considering retrofitting a typical house, 
these low temperature units would be unlikely to pro-
vide adequate heat without extensive added insulation 
and weather tightening (and there is only so much wall 
space or cavity space available). Most probably addi-
tional radiators would also be needed, again affecting 
wall space. Overall, the cost of the changes necessary 
to make a low temperature unit effective in meeting 
the desired heat output is likely to be considerable.

For retrofitting an existing house it would be worth 
considering a high temperature heat pump. These are 
available but less familiar in the UK. Their output is 
closer to that of a traditional gas boiler, at around 70C, 
greatly reducing the need for additional radiators and 
extensive insulation. 

While most new homes would require a central-
ised heat distribution system similar to those in older 

homes, for those building or remodelling a well-insu-
lated small home there is the option of using a ‘split 
system’, consisting of an outdoor heat pump about 
the size of a suitcase and an indoor wall-mounted fan 
unit which can not only heat but, when run in reverse, 
supply cool air for those hot summer days.

Other Europe countries, such as Scandinavia and 
the Netherlands, have been using heat pumps for 
many years. In the US they are into their fifth decade 
but here there is a backup for the heat pump in the 
way of electric resistance heaters that turn on in very 
cold weather where there is no longer enough heat 
available for the heat pump to satisfy the demands of 
the indoor thermostat. There seems to be an assump-
tion here that UK winters are fairly mild and backup 
heating is unnecessary, which is not wholly reassuring.

Shifting to heat pumps may be well and good for re-
ducing the use of fossil fuels like natural gas but there 
are some devilish details. For example, heat pumps 
can cost several times more than a gas boiler and 
even the proposed £5,000 government grant would 
still leave many home buyers spending a lot more for 
their heating system. Then there is the considerably 
higher cost of electricity vs natural gas for the same 
thermal output. Fortunately, heat pumps have an edge 
that helps make electric power more affordable in that 
they can operate at efficiencies well beyond that of gas 
boilers. Heating engineers call this the COP (coefficient 
of performance). So for every kilowatt of electricity 
going into a heat pump, they return somewhere be-
tween two and four kilowatts of heat equivalent. This 
depends on the kind of heat pump and factors like the 
weather because in lower temperatures, a heat pump 
is less efficient.

At present there are only about 30,000 heat pumps 
installed per year in the UK but in the near future it 
is anticipated that number will rise to 600,000. I don’t 
doubt there will be an industry learning curve as more 
builders encounter heat pumps for the first time. Nor 
do I doubt that it is a step in the right direction.

Dan Desmond
dessr@outlook.com

HEAT PUMPS SOON TO BE UPON US?

Much of the last month has 
been spent cataloguing 
Buffy Heywood’s history 
research files which she 
donated to the Parish Archive when she left the Manor 
House to live with son, Rob, and his wife, Sheila, in 
Adderbury. Many of the files are associated with her 
articles about schools, the  poor, the Revd Cotton Ris-
ley, Deddington Tasmania and the Manor House, as 
well as numerous other contributions about our parish, 
published in this and the History Society’s magazine, 
224. They are accessible by entering her name in the 
search box (or the Parish Archive’s Register) on the 
History home page.

However, an unexpected and nice surprise was 
the discovery of papers and minute books associat-

ed with the Deddington Society. 
This organisation was active from 
1972–76 and pursued a range of 
issues, such as using the Windmill 

School as a community centre, street lighting, traffic 
problems, tree planting and publishing a regular 
newsletter. The coming of the DN in September 1976 
created a new medium for news and views and, as it 
also included articles of local interest, including Buffy’s 
contributions, the Society quietly and happily ceded 
the ground. It was not formally wound up until July 
1991 when its remaining funds of £69.24 were trans-
ferred to the DN. A link to an article about the Society 
referencing its own documents can be found on the 
History home page.

Rob Forsyth Editor
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com
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Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MChS

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING 
CONTRACTORS
n Domestic & Commercial

n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 100 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaaon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

Book a FREE trial day* in the Hive
Co-Working space

Call Reception (01295 722800) and
quote FREEHIVEDEDDINGTON

*One free pass per person

C O - W O R K I N G
S E R V I C E D  O F F I C E S

M E E T I N G  R O O M S
E V E N T S

www.bloxhammill.com

Pi
p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625
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WANPEN MASSAGE
Thai & Oil Massage

For females & males

25% OFF First massage 
(normally £40 per hour)
Text/Whatsapp Pen on

07476 932559
wanpen.penyafun@gmail.com

Deddington ground floor massage room
On drive parking

Trained at traditional Thai massage school

Celebrating Flowers and Music 
in Duns Tew Church

Floral displays, live music,  
children’s activities, refreshments

Saturday 26th – Monday 28th August 2023 
2pm-5pm

Church of St Mary Magdalene, 
Duns Tew, OX25 6JP

Entrance £3         Under 16s free
Proceeds in aid of Duns Tew Church 

and the Disasters Emergency Committee

BLOOMS 
& TUNES

BLOOMS 
& TUNES

Our seemingly endless, wet, cold spring has morphed 
into a dry, hot summer and, at the time of writing, Kent 
and Sussex have just announced hosepipe bans. Ox-
fordshire may or may not follow suit, but we’ve rounded 
up some of the top tips for keeping our gardens looking 
gorgeous, even in a drought.

Prioritise trees and larger shrubs (they are more 
expensive to replace and often host several different 
species of wildlife), pots, newly planted flowers, shrubs 
and vegetables. Grass lawns recover from drought 
very quickly once regular rain starts to fall again.

Water most plants deeply and less frequently 
(once a week is generally enough) rather than giving 
more frequent, light waterings. Some used to shallow, 
frequent watering may wilt and sulk at first but most 
will survive. If you can, water in the early mornings or 
evenings. Poke your finger into the soil and if it is still 
damp an inch or two below, chances are the roots 
will be fine and you don’t need to water that plant yet.

Consider using larger pots, filled with multiple va-
rieties of plants rather than lots of small ones that will 
dry out much more quickly. Consider moving them into 
the shade for a few days at a time.

Mulch, mulch, mulch, if you don’t already. Why not 
give it a try in a small patch and see how much more 
water the soil retains. Leave a small amount of soil 
around the base of each plant to absorb water (oth-
erwise the water may not reach the roots so well). If 
you have a lot of slugs and snails, only apply material 
to a depth of about 1 inch, but otherwise, 3-4 inches 
is fine. Mulches to try: grass clippings or chopped up, 

non-flowering weeds. They are free, abundant and 
nutritious but should be dried first; straw; shredded 
newspapers or cardboard; bark. You may need to top 
up (especially thinner layers) every few weeks.

Bank up soil around individual plants to create a 
small trough to collect water and avoid run-off.

Re-purpose water – collect tap water that you may 
be running until the water gets cold/hot; save cooking 
water from pasta/vegetables to use once it has cooled 
down; consider placing a bucket in the bathroom to 
collect bath or shower water.

If there is no hosepipe ban, consider installing 
soaker-hoses that target water to the base of plants.  
A budget-friendly option is to make your own from old 
hosepipes – put a cap on the far end of the hose and 
lay it in your flower/vegetable bed around your plants.  
Use either a ¼ inch drill or a hammer and nails to punch 
holes where needed.

Strip or pinch out the leaves – the lower leaves of 
some vegetable plants like tomatoes and squash can 
be removed once the plant is bearing fruit without any 
adverse effects, which will redirect water to where it 
is needed. Pinching out the tips of plants like beans, 
aubergines, tomatoes, squash, cucumbers and peas 
has the same effect.

Lastly, don’t forget the small creatures that depend 
on our gardens for their survival. If you have a pond, 
try floating corks on the surface to help bees to drink.  
Or leave out shallow bowls of water in the shade for 
them. The birds will thank you too.

Fiona Smith info@deddingtonenvironment.org;

DEDDINGTON ENVIRONMENT NETWORK



14 Deddington News July 2023

I have continued delving into the history of the Windmill 
Centre, using the DN archive, particularly the parish 
council meeting notes and letters to the editor as I 
wanted to present it from the community’s point of view.
Issues of the 1978 and 1979 DN get down to the 
nitty-gritty of what was required and what needed to 
be done in relation to the Windmill site. You won’t be 
surprised that there were disagreements within the 
PC and the village. One thing agreed by all was that 
there was a need for a meeting place for Scouts, Cubs, 
Guides and Brownies.

The annual parish meeting in May 1978 reported 
that there was still uncertainty over OCC’s plans 
for the site. Meanwhile Deddington Adult Education 
Committee continued to use the school hall for activ-
ities. July’s PC meeting notes reported that OCC had 
no further use for the building and were preparing a 
leasing or purchasing agreement. An addendum indi-
cated a management committee would be permitted 
to continue running the Windmill Hall, as it was now 
being called, and the groups using the building could 
continue. However, the sting in the tail was that OCC 
was unlikely to allow the buildings to be heated.

At the November 1978 the PC’s chair, Donald Wel-
ford, reported on ‘the present state of negotiations on 
the Windmill Hall site’, stating ‘the position is as vague 
as ever’ but, reading between the lines, it is suggested 
that OCC have declared the site redundant.  He went 
on, ‘the site is likely to be divided into three parts: 
agricultural land; classrooms; and the hall and tennis 
courts’, and, ‘providing there is no other demand for 
the buildings, it is likely that Deddington Parish Council 
would be made a proposal for lease or purchase’. This 
was not a certainty.  The following discussion made it 
clear the PC was divided over the issue and several 
councillors spoke strongly against it. Some thought 
repairing and converting the buildings would be costly 
and the village could end up with something little used 
and an alternative was put forward: build a sports 
complex on the Castle Grounds to include squash 
and bowls facilities. The meeting concluded, ‘Nothing 
can be decided until the costings are available. That 
would be the time for discussion and presentation of 
the project to the village’. The DN also recorded that, 
since that meeting the hall was completely closed as 
the floor was lifting badly in the unheated building.

A letter from Cliff Smith in the December 1978 DN 
urged residents ‘to make the parish council aware of 
their views’ hoping ‘villagers will demonstrate to the 
parish council that there is a need for a village hall in 
Deddington, and that failure to take the opportunity 
now offered will be detrimental to the development 
of the parish as a community’. The PC held a special 
meeting on 12 February 1979 to discuss a letter from 
OCC Estates Officer. The March issue contained a 
lengthy and detailed report covering site ‘packages’ 
and costs, planning, renovation costs and grants.  
The District Valuer had visited the site but was yet 
to provide costs for the different ‘packages’. A PC 
sub-committee drew up a cost list of repairs and re-

placements for the hall and proposed a working figure 
of £30,000.  When the repair costs necessary for the 
classrooms were added, the working figure went up 
to £40,000-50,000. Some councillors were unhappy 
at the prospect of up to £50,000 being spent on a 
building not suitable for use as a community centre. 
Mr Welford put forward the following proposition: ‘Is it 
right to update an old, clapped-out school, or should 
we start again from scratch, buy the site and spend the 
money on a custom-built, set up? No one else is in the 
market now so the purchase price should be minimal 
and, on present reckoning, a new building would cost 
no more than bringing the old one up to date’. This 
was the consensus among the councillors.

A new parish council was elected in May 1979 and 
what to do about the Windmill site was still a major 
topic of discussion. We all know the outcome, but it was 
not plain sailing as you will find out in the next issue.

Source: https://www.deddington.org.uk/gallery/
index.php/Windmill-Community-Centre/Old-Wind-
mill-Community-Centre

Alison Day 

WINDMILL CENTRE HISTORY – 2

CHURCH BELL TOWER OPEN MORNING
The church bell tower will be open to visitors on Sat-
urday 22 July, farmers’ market day, from 10.00am– 
12.00pm to let visitors view the bells, see them being 
rung and, hopefully, current insurance constraints 
permitting, see the amazing view of the village and the 
surrounding countryside from the tower roof. Please 
bear in mind there are over 100 steps up a narrow 
spiral staircase to the top so sensible footwear must 
be worn and children under eight are not allowed.

 The tower contains a set of eight bells, six of which 
are known to be some 225 years’ old. The original six 
bells were requisitioned for making weapons by King 
Charles I and were not replaced until 1791. The other 
two date from 1946 and were donated to commemo-
rate the Deddington Home Guard. They are rung on 
Sundays and at practice times, as well as for weddings 
and funerals and other notable occasions.

Colin Cox
cdcox@btopenworld.com

Deddington Church Bell Ringers

PFSU AND NURSERY
Sadly, we are at the end of a wonderful year. We wish 
all our children the very best in their new settings and 
look forward to welcoming new and returning families 
to both PFSU and the Nursery in September.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed 
to our fundraisers over the year. Excluding the Four 
Farms Challenge and the school fête, we have raised 
£2,221 which will go directly to the PFSU and Nursery. 

Charlotte Witka 
PFSU Deputy Manager

charlotte@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk



July 2023 Deddington News 15

GG

SHM Automotive Limited

Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

C.A. Berger

Painting & Decorating

Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial

Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance
 Mobile Offi  ce Tel/Fax

 07875 212315 01295 738633
Email: claytonaberger@gmail.com

Painting & Decorating
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Unforgettable experiences!

Vintage 
Tiger Moth 
flights...

www.finesthourexperiences.co.uk
info@finesthourexperiences.co.uk

07415 735683

...Aerobatics and Formation Experiences

F I N E S T  H O U R
E X P E R I E N C E S

Gift vouchers available for:
Tiger Moth lessons  •  Aerobatic Experiences  •  Formation Experiences

Tiger Moth Themed Tours: 
Midsomer Murders • Inspector Morse • The Cotswolds  • Ancient England

English Civil War • Railway Tour • Aviation Heritage

Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, please

contact Alex for an appointment

07779 256639 alex1moss@hotmail.com

Kempster Place, Philcote Street, 
Deddington OX15 0TB
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BLISSFUL THINKING
Thanks to all of those who messaged me regarding last 
month’s AI-inspired piece. Hopefully you know where 
to direct your petition for the immediate erection of 
a Giant Hare of Market Square statue: our excellent 
Parish Council. You might remember I compared that 
ChatGPT debacle to the psychological concept of false 
memories. One potential origin of false memories can 
be dreams, but another can be when you pick up in-
formation from random, potentially unreliable, sources 
(online blogs, tabloid newspapers, or the pub bore, for 
example), and don’t encode it correctly into memory. 
This can lead to you dropping the information into con-
versation as ‘something I read’, as though that alone 
lends it legitimacy. I’ve done this myself and often it is 
not challenged. I now wonder whether ChatGPT had 
done the digital equivalent, when I drove past the Box-
ing Hare restaurant on the Banbury–Chipping Norton 
Road. Could ChatGPT have come across this, with its 
notorious hare icon, seen the road, and transplanted it 
to the Deddington section of Banbury Road instead? 
Could it have registered ‘Crocodiles of the World’ a few 
miles away in Brize Norton and then imagined it saw 
them on a house in Deddington? Let us be generous, 
and suggest AI is just getting its fake news era over 
early, while it develops. I’m sure by the time it comes 
of age, it will build empires the like of which man could 
only dream and the parish of Deddington will be the 
epicentre of the New Renaissance.

Aaron Bliss
Aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
We’ve a great deal of news to share with you this 
month. We’re very excited to welcome Gail Cripps as 
the new Deddington Library Manager. I’m sure many of 
you will be familiar with Gail, who was a staff member 
at Deddington some years ago and has provided lots 
of cover here recently. We very much look forward 
to working with Gail to ensure the library goes from 
strength to strength under her management. It is a 
great resource in our community and the Friends are 
thrilled to take it forward into a new chapter in its his-
tory, supporting Gail at the helm.  Gail recently held a 
coffee morning in the library for Friends and volunteers. 
It was a lovely get-together and we hope to have more 
of these team building events in future.

 We’re also delighted to welcome on board Sharon 
Greenwood, who has taken over our social media 
recently, and Jennie Clarke from Accrue Financial Ltd, 
who has volunteered for the role of treasurer. Welcome 
to you both and thank you so much for joining the team.

Last but definitely not least, keep sending in your 
calendar photo competition entries. We’ve already 
received some stunning shots and I’m sure there are 
plenty more to be taken within the parish, ideally of a 
recognisable scene. As usual, landscape format, file 
size no smaller than 5Mb and as a .jpg file.

Bryn Williams
bryn.williams@iconpublishinglimited.com
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Mallams
1788

Enquiries: 01865 241358 or 
max.fisher@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk

Thinking of selling 
your artwork?

Design & Modern Art Specialist 
Max Fisher, is available 
to give free confidential 
valuations on any 
piece(s) you are 
considering selling at auction.

Home visits also available

Daphne was born in St Thomas Street, Deddington, 
on 7 November 1937, before moving to the Paper Mill 
cottage on Stilgoe’s Grounds Farm, Adderbury. She 
was the elder child of Les and Betty Harper.  

Daphne attended Deddington Primary School and 
then the Windmill Secondary School on the site of what 
is now Mill Close. She was good at most subjects, 
particularly maths, and was trusted to count money 
for whatever organisation she belonged to. She sat 
her exams a year early and left on her 16th birthday 
when she started work at Banbury Co-op in Broad 
Street. She rose through the ranks quickly, becoming 
assistant/relief manager by 19. She worked at sever-
al Co-ops in the area, including those in Adderbury, 
Charlton, Sibford and Deddington.

During this time Daphne made deliveries of gro-
ceries to customers’ homes, including big houses in 
Charlton and Newbottle where members of the Royal 
Family often stayed. In 1964 Daphne was made 
manager of Deddington Co-op, a role she held until it 
became Acorn Stores in 1987 and Edward has heard 
many stories of Daphne’s time there: the friendships 
with staff  and customers and the somewhat tall stories 
of how she kept them in line. 

When the BBC fi lmed Blott on the Landscape in 
1985, the Co-op doubled as the fi ctional village garage. 
The plot involved blowing up a purpose built structure 
and the pyrotechnics involved could have damaged the 
Co-op building. Daphne was on the director’s ‘brick’ 
mobile phone to Co-op HQ while the stunt took place.

As a teenager Daphne did a lot of travelling, in-
cluding ski trips to Switzerland and Austria with other 
local girls and, in the 1980s, with fellow WI members 
and local businesswomen. She particularly enjoyed 
visiting France. She was a member of the WI from 
1977 till 2019 and on its committee from the early 
1980s. It was during this time she wrote the article, 
‘A Walk Round Deddington’, for a literary competition 
and was featured in the Deddington News which, for 
a number of years she was responsible for delivering 
to the households in The Paddocks. 

Daphne retired from Acorn Stores in 1988 due to 
injury and looked after her mother and sister until their 
deaths. Illness became Daphne’s curse in later life 
with a stroke and cancer in 2007–08 as well as her 
nephew, Edward’s, own mental and physical illness. 
Daphne had a stroke on 7 February 2022 which was 
so severe she couldn’t come back to Deddington. 
She spent the fi nal 14 months of her life at Fairholme 
House, Bodicote, with Lewy Body Dementia where 
she died from complications of the stroke. 

Daphne will be missed by friends and family and 
neighbours in the Paddocks where she lived from 1976 
with her parents.

Revd Annie Goldthorp, based on
Edward Harper’s notes

Daphne’s Walk can be found at 
https://www.deddingtonhistory.uk/__data/assets/pdf_
fi le/0012/14124/DaphneHarperwalk.pdf. 

LAST WORD
Daphne Harper 1937–2023
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finders.co.uk

01295 276766
banbury@finderskeepers.co.uk

The resilience to adapt quickly and 
successfully to minimise the impact 

for landlords. Like the swan on 
water, the activity to keep moving 
forward is often hidden from view.

The Value of 
Finders Keepers

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings off er nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualifi ed and experienced staff  work 
closely with families to develop children’s confi dence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing fl exible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Off ering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profi t charity run by professional staff .

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff  are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We off er friendly, fl exible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247
Charity No: 1117963

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043
Charity No: 1100275
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All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Foot Health Practitioner
Rosie Burland DipCFHP, MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or 
Home Visits by Appointment

Tel: 07500 029727
Web:  www.deddingtonfoothealth.co.uk

Email: deddingtonfoothealth@gmail.com

Professional and caring services 
including:

Nail trimming and fi ling, treatment for 
thickened and fungal nails, corns, callus, 
ingrown nails and diabetic foot care

All instruments are sterilised
in an autoclave
Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners

DBS checked (formerly known as CRB)

J
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Mention Transylvania and an image of vampires, goth-
ic towered castles thrusting out of dark forests into a 
medieval landscape may come to mind. It’s actually 
a rather beautiful part of the world that evaded even 
Ceausescu’s vandalism and remains steeped in the 
past.

What’s that got to do with Hempton? Whilst we have 
several species of bats flapping around the village, to 
the best of my knowledge there are no vampire bats. 
There are none in Transylvania either. They are native 
to Central and South America and were not discovered 
until after the notion became embedded in Eastern 
European folklore. We do, however, have another 
diminutive blood-sucking pest – the Blandford fly.

The little blighters spend their larval stage in weed 
grass near slow moving water and when the fly emerg-
es, around April or May, the female seeks a blood meal 
before mating. Many will be familiar with the intensely 
irritating itching and swelling following a prenuptial 
bite or even more dangerous consequences such as 
anaphylactic shock. Failure to refrain from scratching 
can result in broken skin and secondary infections. 
They fly close to the ground and victims are usually 
bitten around the lower leg and ankle though I have 
been bitten on the neck. Is Hempton the home of a 
previously undiscovered species of vampire fly?

The fly’s common name derives from a major 
outbreak of people being bitten around the town of 
Blandford Forum in Dorset in the 1960s and 1970s. 
In a four-week period during the spring of 1972, some 
600 people were estimated to have visited their doctor 
in Blandford to be treated for insect bites. The plague 
was averted in Dorset by spraying the weed beds to 
kill the larvae but it has not been eradicated and has 
spread to other areas including Oxfordshire, resulting 
in an annual swarm of victims seeking treatment.

Whatever parallels you might conjure between 
Hempton and Transylvania I have not noticed any 
impaled bodies on public display recently, though 
the practice might be introduced as a deterrent for 
speeding motorists who don’t observe rights of way. 
Incidentally, Vlad III’s practice of impaling his enemies 

is suspected to be exaggerated or even invented by 
the Saxons, although he has been described by con-
temporaries as a ‘demented psychopath, a sadist, a 
gruesome murderer, a masochist’, worse than Caligula 
and Nero.

It’s that time of year: Hemptonian perambulators 
on the Deddington path are forced to run the gauntlet 
of cow parsley. It’s rather pleasant to traverse a lacy 
mildly fragrant tunnel on a sunny day. If you are not 
so enamoured, don’t fret, it is short lived and will soon 
wither and die until next year or be felled when the 
verges are mown. 

Every part of cow parsley is edible. It is closely 
related to chervil and has a mildly spicy flavour. The 
leaves can be used fresh, dried or preserved in salt 
for future use. The plant makes an excellent garnish 
in place of chervil for salads, potato and egg dishes. 
Fresh or dried it can be sprinkled as seasoning in 
soups, omelettes, casseroles, and potato and bean 
dishes. The young leaves can be cooked as a potherb 
and the roots are also edible. Recipes include; Cow 
Parsley & Garlic Mustard Sauce, Spiced Cow Parsley 
Orange Compote and Sweet Pickled Cow Parsley 
stems. The plant’s hollow stems were once used as 
moulds to make candles for the poor.

If inclined to dine on this rampant weed make sure 
you don’t mistakenly harvest its deadly close relative, 
hemlock. The two are quite similar in appearance, 
the latter being a slightly darker shade of green and 
the foliage more feathery in appearance. It is alleged 
by Plato to have done for Socrates and, in the USA 
,some 58 or more people died from hemlock poisoning 
in 1992.

The bite on my calf is itching intensely and no 
amount of hydrocortisone provides any relief. I ac-
quired the bite whilst negotiating the aforementioned 
path and presume the culprit was a vampire Blandford 
fly out on the make! Nettle stings and bramble scratch-
es were not welcome either.

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

Short Back and Sides
The Brigadier wore a wig, a terrible thing, gingerish 
in colour with a parting made of ill-concealed stitch 
marks. When one stood before him on interview, one’s 
eyes were riveted on this awful thing perched on top 
of his head. Apart from this eyesore, I found him a 
likeable person.

When he commended his battalion prior to his 
promotion to brigadier, he had a loyal soldier/batman. 
On one occasion the Brigadier was due to attend a 
dinner night but, due to problems at work, he arrived 
home late. So, instead of a leisurely bath, he had to 
hurry to avoid being late. A quick dip and he was out, 
hurrying to get into his mess dress which had already 
been laid out by his batman who, having seen his ‘lord 

and master’ leave the steam filled bathroom, thought 
he might as well clean the bath as it would save him 
a job the following morning.

Picking up the Vim container, he looked around for 
something to apply its contents. His eyes alighted on a 
rag draped over the taps upon which he gave a liberal 
sprinkling of Vim and set to. Just as he had finished 
and had rung out the rag, in came ‘sir’ and, seeing 
the wet thing draped over the taps, picked it up, said 
‘Damn, it’s wet. Never mind, it will dry out on the way 
to the mess’, placed the Vim-impregnated wig on his 
head, then left for the dinner night.

The Idle Squaddy

THE IDLE SQUADDY
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Have you been asked your opinion on anything as 
many times as you have with this neighbourhood plan? 
We’re currently in the final days of the Regulation 16 
consultation, conducted by CDC and including the 
submission of the Deddington Neighbourhood Plan 
and a stack of supporting documents.

We, on the neighbourhood plan steering group, 
backed by the parish council, have finally allocated 
just one site for new development. This is north of the 
fire station. The plan includes 85 houses, a nursery 
built close to the primary school, a community orchard 
separating the new housing from Earls Lane and car 
parking space of around 20 cars which will, we hope, 
enable the health centre to expand.

Policies in the draft neighbourhood plan, aside 
from those specifically concerning housing, focus 
heavily on the environment and climate change. The 
next step is examination by a government inspector – 
fingers crossed for that. Then the final plan goes to a 
referendum of the parish, maybe in late summer. If it’s 

carried, in the absence of a new CDC Local Plan, our 
plan will be the lode star guiding planning decisions.

Meanwhile CDC’s new emerging Local Plan, which 
tentatively set a target of 43 homes for Deddington 
up to 2040, has been kicked into the long grass for a 
rethink, not to re-emerge until the autumn. The political 
complexion of the district council has changed since 
May – Labour, Lib Dems and Greens now outnumber 
the Tories but the council still has a Conservative 
leader. So it’s difficult to guess what direction they’ll 
take in planning, more housing in the north Oxfordshire 
villages such as ours, or less? On balance, I think it 
may turn out to have been a wise decision to have 
allocated a site offering around double the number 
of houses posited in the now-you-see-it now-you-
don’t Local Plan. Would 43 new houses really see us 
through until 2040?

Helen Oldfield
helenmoldfield@yahoo.co.uk

www.deddingtonneighbourhoodplan.org

I think a recap is in order before our summer break.
Lower Larkrise’s summer gathering is on 8 July starting 
at 3.00pm and finishing when the last family standing 
goes home. Remember: bring your own refreshments, 
blankets, chairs, tables – and candelabra if you 
like – and get to spend some quality time with your 
neighbours. Passport control will be in full operation 
on this day.

We are currently waiting on CDC for a planning 
consent that, if refused, will have an impact on our 
village – so fingers crossed for Tim and Rebecca. If it 
goes wrong we may lose an essential gathering and 
refreshment point in the village. Public consultation has 
finished but we can still lobby our District Councillors, 

Andrew McHugh, Eddie Reeves and Bryn Williams.
We are also keenly awaiting a new quiz date but 

‘soshial medja’ will have to suffice here.
Speed watch was a big topic at the recent inaugu-

ral meeting of the Lower Larkrise ‘More Time on our 
Hands’ (LoLaMoTiH) coffee morning. We await the 
minutes with interest. The Clifton Ladies Sporting Club’ 
have been busy sampling cocktails (and mocktails) on 
a perfect summer evening in a perfect summer garden, 
so big thanks to those who hosted and organised.  
(Sadly, Tom Cruise was busy that night).

Any news – martindnbryce@gmail.com would like 
to know. 

Term 5 seemed to fly by quickly.
As a school, we celebrated the King’s Coronation on 
Friday 12 May with the children wearing red, white 
and blue clothes and bringing an extra snack to eat 
during the afternoon. Each class teacher organised a 
fun activity to help them to remember this significant 
event. Then, at the end of the day, everyone assem-
bled on the top field to witness the planting of a tree, 
kindly donated by our PTA.

On 7 June, we held a final school service for Revd 
Annie in church with songs, special readings and cards 
and gifts from each class. It was an extremely emo-
tional ceremony, led by Mrs Barber. We hope Annie 
has a wonderful new life ahead being closer to her 
family but here she will be terribly missed by children 
and adults alike. 

The school fête took place in mid-June and we had 
wonderful weather. Thanks once more to the PTA for 
all their hard work in planning and organising this most 
enjoyable event.

Year 1 had a brilliant day at Compton Verney on 
their school trip. Year 6 visited Coventry Cathedral and 
Year 5 went to the Black Country Living Museum in 
Dudley. Each of the trips related to topics the children 
have been working on, adding valuable information 
and enriching their learning. 

Years 5 and 6 took part in a cricket tournament at 
Sibford School in which they came second, a great 
achievement. Several classes have been enjoying 
taster tennis lessons and their skills have improved 
dramatically. KS2’s classes have been held at the 
Windmill Centre and KS1’s took place in the school 
playground. 

Rehearsals for our performance of Annie are now 
well underway. As always, this promises to be a brilliant 
show, taking place on 12–14 July. We hope many of 
you will attend what promises to be a fantastic show.

Mrs D Welch
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE

NEWS FROM CLIFTON

PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Deddington Branch
Opening hours: Mon - Fri,
8 am - 6.45 pm
T: 01869 337732

Your Deddington Surgery is open 5 days a week, for 
all your pet’s healthcare needs; 

» routine appointments
» minor surgery
» nurse clinics
» prescription collection

FREE online Symptom Checker and Poisons Guide.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDED BY OUR OWN VETERINARY NIGHT TEAM

Your local, independent veterinary practice. 
We are here for you, we are Hook Norton Vets.

Lifetime Care Club
Don’t lose money that’s better off in your wallet.
Save on your pet’s preventative health care. 

BENEFITS
» 20% DISCOUNT ON STANDARD NEUTERING

» 10% DISCOUNT CONSULTATION FEES

» 10% DISCOUNT ON ROUTINE DENTALS

» PUPPY & KITTEN VACCINATIONS

» ANNUAL VACCINATIONS

no extra charge to restart your dog’s vaccinations

50% discount on a vaccination restart for cats

» 6-MONTHLY HEALTH CHECK 

» ROUTINE FLEA & WORMING TREATMENTS

» FREE NURSE HEALTH CLINICS

» FREE NAIL CLIPS

» EXPRESSING OF ANAL GLANDS

*T&CS APPLY

Monthly Fees  

CATS          inc. VAT

The Mouser          £12.35

The Alley Cat           £12.88

DOGS

The Min Pins           £13.38

The Doodle                 £14.40

The Houndberry       £15.44

The Bernie           £18.63

Price comparison, see the savings below!

THE MOUSER
<4kg

Prices correct as of 1st Sept 2022

THE ALLEY CAT
>4kg

THE MIN PINS
0-10kg

THE DOODLE
10.1-25kg

THE HOUNDBERRY
25.1-40kg

THE BERNIE
40.1-60kg

CATS

DOGS

LCC MEMBER SAVINGS! NON LCC MEMBER

£148.20

£154.56

£160.56

£172.80

£185.28

£222.36

£246.27

£241.72

£377.67

£404.99

£456.59

£459.07

£394.47

£396.28

£538.23

£577.79

£641.87

£681.43

Hook Norton Hospital
T: 01608 730501

www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

Deddington Branch
Opening hours: Mon - Fri,

FREE online Symptom Checker and Poisons Guide.

Hook Norton Hospital
T: 01608 730501

www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
01280 840496 or

07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com
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01869 254010  

mark@trebler.co.uk 

www.trebler.co.uk 

FFuurrnniittuurree  &&  CCaabbiinneett  MMaakkeerr  uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg  
ccoommmmiissssiioonnss,,  rreeppaaiirrss,,  rreessttoorraattiioonnss  &&  aalltteerraattiioonnss  

2255  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee  eemmppllooyyiinngg  ggrreeaatt  ccaarree,,  
aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  ddeettaaiill  aanndd  ttrruuee  ccuussttoommeerr  ffooccuuss  

Based in Fritwell, I provide a skilled and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you require 
something new or have something damaged, 

worn or in need of alteration I can help. 

  Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, shelving, drawers 
and storage.  Flat pack furniture assembly and 
fitting.  Art installation. Children’s furniture and 

toys. Garden furniture, storage and more. 

Factory & Showroom: 
Norton house, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1SD

Email :info@cnglass.co.uk        
www.cnglass.co.uk One stop shop for all things glass

Visit us or call for a quote today

01295 263364

CN Glass is a one stop shop for 
all things glass: manufacturing, 
supply and installation.
  
Whether the glass is for your home or a commercial property, 
we can help you with:

      Windows           Doors            Conservatories                    
       Glass   Glazing      Facias & Guttering

With over 50 years’ experience we can turn our hand to anything, 
however simple or specialist.

We promise no hard sell, just good old fashioned customer 
service and great quality products.
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Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

07565 803 507
mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com

mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com
07565 803 507
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During the empty days of the pandemic, village his-
torian, Rob Forsyth, researched the newly digitised 
newspaper archives at the British Library for articles 
about Deddington. He was keen to share reports of 
early cricket matches which were promoted by local 
landowners and were major village events, often con-
cluding with a large party, bands, dancing and, inevi-
tably, plenty of drinking at the Unicorn and Red Lion. 

Rob found articles about games against Banbury, 
Sandford St Martin and places as far away as Rad-
ley, some journey in the 1840s when you think their 
team had likely to come by horse in the days before 
the Oxford to Banbury railway line opened in 1850. 
Another article, about plans to start a football club in 
the village so that the cricketers could keep fit in the 
winter months, gives the current cricketers bragging 
rights over their DTFC colleagues. The earliest record 
of a game was from 1836 but this article referenced 
the Cricket Club forming the year before, making Ded-
dington Cricket Club one of the oldest in Oxfordshire. 

And so to the present, when on 3 June DCC Firsts 
played Brackley CC in the Cherwell League. It was a 
good game; Brackley decided to bat first and quickly 
reached 45 for one before four quick wickets, two each 

for Stu Leece and Rob Preston, saw them at 47 for 
5. Commendably, Brackley did not panic at this and 
slowly rebuilt their innings with some good batting 
and, admittedly, poor catching from Deddington. They 
were finally all out for 164 inside their allotted 45 overs. 
Confident of the run-chase required on a large, but fast 
outfield, Deddington started their innings. However, 
it was not to be. First runs were difficult to come by 
and then wickets began falling regularly to a largely 
‘pace-off’ bowling attack from Brackley. Deddington 
lost their final wicket in the last over, still some way 
behind the Brackley total. 

However, that was not the only story of the day. A 
member of Brackley CC had seen on the DCC website 
a reference to the Club forming in 1835 and handed 
me a photocopy of a scorecard from a game between 
Brackley and Deddington from 1836. This was a two 
innings match after which there was a grand dinner in 
Brackley Town Hall. The result? Well, not far different 
from the one just played – a Brackley win in an even 
lower-scoring game. Some things don’t change.

Simon Oldfield
simon.oldfield0@gmail.com

This seems to be the sea-
son of big events. Private 
parties, craft fayres, pres-
entation days, fundraising 
gigs and, soon, the annual 
primary school production. 
It’s great to see the main 
hall at the Windmill full to 
capacity for all these impor-
tant community events.

I was particularly impressed by the Deddington 
Town FC presentation day: three food vans, a licenced 
bar and over 200 youth players and their parents gath-
ered for a memorable afternoon in glorious sunshine. 
The football club in general and the youth section, in 
particular, probably make more use of the Windmill 
than any other group and it is good to see so much lo-
cal support. Indeed, the football club is keen to expand 
and has secured funding from the Oxfordshire FA to 
run ‘Deddington Wildcats’ – non-competitive football 
for young girls (5–7 year-olds). Find out more on the 
DTFC website or just rock up at the first session on 
Friday,4 August at 5.30pm up at the Windmill.

One of our other big users going from strength to 
strength is the Tennis Club. We congratulate them on 
40 years of tennis at the Windmill and wish all Ded-
dington tennis players past and present a fine time at 
their anniversary celebrations this weekend.

Advance notice of another big event on 6 Sep-
tember: we are delighted to welcome back Lone Wolf 
Comedy club who will be putting on another comedy 

night and raising money for 
Nai’s House. Judging by the 
reaction to the first comedy 
night, this is bound to be a 
sell-out. Look out for tickets 
on Facebook. For informa-
tion on everything going on 
at the Windmill, please visit 
our website, www.thewind-

milldeddington.org or our Facebook page. 
Vaughan Jones

vaughan@englishlanguagematters.com

More Playground Goodies 
By the time you read this, the all-weather court will 
have a brand new 18mm carpet complete with different 
coloured lines for football, netball and tennis. It should 
make for much more enjoyable play with no more 
excuses for arguments over line calls.

We need your help: we have the opportunity to 
install more play equipment in the Adventure Play-
ground, the Woodland Trail and the Pocket Park. What 
would you like to see? One thought is to replace the 
titchy witch’s hat with something more challenging like 
a climbing net. Send me your suggestions. 

We also need more play pieces at the Wimborn 
Close play area. Again, we need your ideas – 
everything will be considered.

Mary Robinson
 07841 938439

maryrobinson.dpc@gmail.com

‘TIS THE SEASON – CRICKET LIKE IT’S 1835

DEDDINGTON COM MUNI TY CENTRE
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Deddington Bookworms
All Together Now by Gill Hornby follows the fortunes 
of the Bridgeford Community Choir as it rises from the 
doldrums. There is some great observational comedy 
and wit throughout the book although not all the group 
enjoyed reading it. Those who did found themselves 
drawn into the book very quickly, finding the narrative, 
as it switches between the different characters, very 
compelling. 

Our next book is My Name is Lucy Barton by Eliz-
abeth Strout.

Deddingtonbookworms@gmail.com

Royal British Legion
John Pearson has now formally joined the committee 
as Membership Officer. Revd Annie and Iain and 
Christine Gillespie were committee guests on 28 
June at the Bengal Spice to say thank you for all they 
have done to support our Poppy Appeal fundraising 
activities and Remembrance occasions. Bengal Spice 
has very kindly offered a 12% discount to any RBL 
member eating in or taking away (food only) on pro-
duction of their membership card. 

Our next fundraising evening is on Thursday 2 
November when two former SAS and SBS soldiers 
will talk about their experiences as members of these 
elite forces. 

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Photographic Society
For our June club night, we had the pleasure of 
hearing wildlife photographer, Robert Harvey, speak 
about what makes a good bird photograph. Robert has 
spoken to the club before and last year took a group 
of members to Wiltshire showing them the sights and 
sounds of the countryside.

His talk focused on moving away from ‘bird on a 
stick’ glamour shots and talked about adding back-
ground to the image but stressed that it needs to match 
what you’re trying to say in the photo and whether it 
relates to the bird’s habitat. He spoke about how reflec-
tions take a great photo and getting up early or waiting 
until golden hour being the best time, with silhouettes 
making beautiful images. He showed images of birds 
in flight and noted how shadows and viewpoints can 
really make an image pop, but recommended always 
keeping settings on manual. He showed images of 
birds taking off and landing as well as flocks of birds, 
which can make an interesting picture if framed cor-

rectly. Birds interacting with each other and caught in 
action can create good shots and Robert emphasised 
that, although portrait style shots are great, it is worth 
focusing on birds with interesting and eye-catching 
head feathers or plumage.

We look forward to 28 August when members’ im-
ages will be exhibited at Steeple Aston’s summer show. 

Courtney Killpack 
www.addphoto.co.uk

WI
The May meeting was scheduled as a croquet after-
noon but the weather intervened. Instead, thanks to 
the committee, we had great fun curling, using the floor 
in the Holly Tree club. There was so much laughter I 
can’t remember who won.

At our June meeting we had an interesting talk 
about an area of military life that none of us had heard 
of. This was the Loan Soldier.  Serving officers can 
opt for service attached to a foreign state with some 
connection to the UK and can be on loan in a variety 
of places. Our loan soldier, Bruce Duncan, served in 
Brunei, Sudan, Oman, Kuwait and Jordan, accom-
panied by his wife and four children. Sudan was the 
toughest assignment where he had many hair-raising 
experiences.  

Moira Byast
deddingtonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Book Group
John Le Carré is celebrated for his ability to entice 
readers into a world of complex plots and ambiguous 
characters. He died in 2020 and our book choice this 
month is his last novel, Silverview, published posthu-
mously. Shorter than Le Carré’s other novels, it is set 
in a quiet East Anglian seaside town where Julian, 
a former city trader, is opening a bookshop. After 
becoming inadvertently embroiled in the affairs of an 
enigmatic former spy, he is approached by a senior 
member of MI6. Of course, nothing is as it seems. 
Overall, we found it an atmospheric tale of secrets and 
lies and most of us became immediately absorbed. A 
few found the characters rather stereotyped, possibly 
due to the comparative brevity of the novel, while oth-
ers welcomed a plot which was slightly easier to follow.

Our next meeting is on Thursday, 27 July. Please 
contact Sally Lambert on 01869 338094 for more 
details.

The Book Group

CALLING ALL CLUBS

SPORT
Deddington Original Golf Society
Our next visit is to Stratford-upon-Avon on Tuesday 
11 July. The first tee is 10.30am with the traditional 
bacon roll, tea or coffee on arrival. The cost is £60, 
including food, for members and £65 for guests. This 
event is likely to be oversubscribed so please book 
early by emailing me.

Our annual golf day and evening barbecue is 

scheduled for Friday 25 August. The golf is at Witney 
Lakes and the evening refreshments hosted by Janet 
and John Dauphin. Catering for the evening will be 
provided by Giuseppe, an Italian caterer, who will 
provide a mix of freshly cooked pizza and traditional 
barbecue fare.

Tony Lowe
dogsgolf23@gmail.com
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We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING
Adderbury

u Expert advice on all your framing
u Art and photo framing
u Fast turnaround

u By appointment only
Please contact Chris Tout

07460 226974
chriswtout@gmail.com

www.bespoke-framing.co.uk

Timothy C. Rose - Director
Lucy E. Rose - Coordinator & Designer

01295 262247
E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery
= Surveys
= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping
= Consultancy
= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

QUALITY BRITISH HOUSE COAL 
SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable  and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:

Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern, Bicester, Oxon OX27 7HT
www.coal4you.co.uk

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION
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aHolly Tree H  ll
Deddington

Available to hire
A lovingly refurbished facility in the heart of the village 

 
Ideal for small parties and family gatherings, 

meetings and group activities 
 

On-site parking, WiFi, loop system, 
projector and cinema screen

Bookings@TheHollyTreeHall.org
@TheHollyTreeHall 
07907 020486

www.TheHollyTreeHall.org

every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

Bookings by appointment only - We’re open 5 days a week!

Visit our Deddington Centre,  
call 01869 254 019 to book.

with SJB HEARING COMPANY
Connect to Better Hearing

“I’m looking forward to 
welcoming you all into my 

clinic and helping with your 
hearing health needs.” 

                             Sarah-Jane Brown

ABOUT SJB HEARING 
COMPANY LTD

Sarah-Jane Brown is an 
experienced Hearing 

Aid Audiologist  
and has been working 

in the Banbury area for 
the past 7 years. She has 

built up a strong reputation and 
has helped hundreds of local 

people to improve their hearing 
and overall health & wellbeing.

Hearing Healthcare Clinic of the Year
Central England  
Prestige Awards 
Winner 2021 / 22 

• Comprehensive Hearing AssessmentsHearing Assessments
• Earwax Removal with Endoscopic micro-suction with Endoscopic micro-suction
• State-of-the-Art Hearing SolutionsHearing Solutions • Friendly, Impartial Advice
• Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicfor shooting, motorcyclists & music

Visit us for:

 
call us on: 01869 254 019 
visit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk
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Deddington Town Football Club
The players are all enjoying a summer hiatus. I’d love 
to tell you all more but their hedonism will likely not be 
family friendly. See you all at the Windmill in Septem-
ber, when a new adventure begins.

Aaron Bliss
07909 642882

Deddington Town FC Youth
Our presentation day took place on a hot sunny day 
in June to celebrate the achievements of all our play-
ers, coaches and parents. The awards for the age 
groups are as follows: Under-8s: Most Improved–Ar-
chie Webster; Sportsperson–Jacob Stamp; Players’ 
Player –Eddie Branch; Manager’s Player–Ted Young; 
Under-9s: Most Improved–Toby Cooke; Sportsper-
son–Jerome Dowland; Players’ Player–Sam Waters; 
Manager’s Player–Thomas Belcher; Under-10s: Most 
Improved–Toby Tarrant; Sportsperson–Felix Cassidy; 
Players’ Player–Oscar O’Hagan; Manager’s Player–
Oscar O’Hagan; Under-11s: Most Improved–Aubrey 
Merry; Sportsperson–Charlie Gruber; Players’ Play-
er–George Mann; Manager’s Player–Henry Young; 
Under-12s: Most Improved–Harry Ducker and Henry 
Dye; Sportsperson–Arthur Walker; Players’ Play-
er–Zac Godfrey and Oscar Hague; Manager’s Play-
er–Harry Belcher; Under-13s: Most Improved–Sam 
Kordbacheh; Sportsperson–Jake Dowson; Players’ 
Player–Guy Newton; Manager’s Player–Jacob Ad-
ams; Under-14s: Most Improved–Thomas Currall; 
Sportsperson–Evan Charman; Players’ Player–Theo 
Flint;  Manager’s Player–Jonathan Linsey; Under-16s: 
Most Improved–Theo Hinkson;  Sportsperson–Ernie 
Witney; Players’ Player–Edward Leney; Manager’s 
Player–Archie Southall.

The Frank McCusker Award for fair play for an Un-
der-7 player went to Euan Wards, and the Chairman’s 
Award went to Vaughan Jones for his contribution to 
being a coach for the Under-16s since the players 
were Under-7s, and his outstanding contribution to 
the Windmill over the years.  

If you want to get involved with the club as a vol-

unteer, you can help in coaching; as a safeguarding 
volunteer; on the day match support; pitch improve-
ment work; and with marketing and fundraising. If 
you are interested, then please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. Further information about the club is on our 
website, www.deddingtontownfc/.and Facebook www.
facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc

Roger Sykes
07899 914425

Tennis Club
By the time the July edition of the Deddington News 
has arrived we will have celebrated 40 years of Ded-
dington Tennis Club. Our three courts were opened 
on 1 April 1983 and, since then, the Club has gone 
from strength to strength. Here’s hoping that Sunday 
2 July is a sunny day as we are currently planning two 
hours of social tennis and a champagne afternoon tea 
for some of our founder members as well as current 
members and their families.

Tennis has a much higher profile in the UK during 
the grass court season with the start of Wimbledon. 
However, we play competitive tennis all year round 
and are in the middle of our summer fixtures. If you’re 
looking for some competitive tennis, we have four 
mixed teams in the midweek Banbury leagues, as well 
as men’s, women’s and mixed weekend teams. Our 
captains are always keen to welcome new players so 
please get in touch. Email Ed on chairman@dedding-
tontennis.com for more information.

For several years now we have been running a 
programme of coaching at the primary school. This 
year we added an after-school club to increase access 
to tennis for children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6. There is 
also a year-round programme of junior coaching at 
the club and summer schools in the holidays. If you’re 
interested in finding out about coaching, please email 
Paul Taylor on paultaylortennis@hotmail.co.uk. For 
information about social tennis, box leagues, to book 
a court or to become a member of the club, please 
check out our website www.deddingtontennis.com.

Becky Jones

SPORT Continued from p26

YOUTH
1st Deddington Guides
We have enjoyed being out of doors as much as pos-
sible with a variety of games and activities, including 
a hike from Steeple Aston to Heyford on a lovely 
evening, finishing at the Bell Inn for a well-deserved 
glass of lemonade.

Horley Scout campsite is always a favourite place 
to visit and the Guides had great fun building shelters 
in the woods. Another favourite in the summer is a 
Ready, Steady, Cook evening when each patrol cooks 
a pasta meal and pancakes on an open fire. Well done 
to all and thank you to the Fenemore family for their 
hospitality.

We look forward to continuing our adventures 
through the summer. 

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
 Marian Trinder 07786 001641

1st Deddington Brownies
Brownies have been on a residential trip to Youlbury 
where we all had lots of fun. We have been abseiling, 
axe throwing and crate stacking. We also played wide 
games, drank hot chocolate and had very little sleep.

Fern Stringer
deddingtonbrownies@gmail.com

1st Deddington Scout Group
We are very happy to welcome, Jen, Juliet and Tony, 
who now have positions (mostly standing, sitting or 
leaning on the bar) on the group’s Board of Trustees 
– looking forward to working alongside them.

Jo Churchyard
deddingtongsl@gmail.com 
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Cubs
As the weather hots up we are thankfully able to spend 
more time outdoors. We spent one week working 
towards the Athletics badge with throwing, running 
and jumping competitions. Leaders even took part 
in the throwing. The Cubs showed great application 
and sporting values. We have been on a hike and, as 
it was the week following the Four Farms Challenge, 
we hiked the 5k route. The weather was perfect. We 
have also had a session where we worked towards the 
DIY badge. Cubs were shown different types of wood 
with their particular properties and some key uses 
explained. They were also shown a vast array of DIY 
tools from Akela’s shed and talked about their uses, 
how to maintain them and what the important safety 
measures were. They even got a chance to handle the 
tools, but not connected to power. At a future session 
we will put this knowledge to use and do a little closely 

supervised woodwork.
Paul Honess

deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Scouts
Now summer is on us with a vengeance, we are en-
joying being outside: fire-lighting practice, cooking at 
Daeda’s Wood (pigs in blankets and marshmallows – a 
combination not yet seen on MasterChef) and mak-
ing plans for summer camp at Horley. We have also 
dallied with popguns, making them from plastic pipe, 
dowelling and corks. Wow, some of them worked very 
well indeed – little brothers beware! The Scouts tried 
their hands at constructing da Vinci’s Bridge – look it 
up and have a go, fiddly but interesting.

Pete Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 

YOUTH Continued from p29

The library is gearing up for the annual Summer Read-
ing Challenge, starting on 8 July and running to 9 Sep-
tember. This is open to all children aged 4–16, with a 
mini challenge for the under-4s. The idea is to read six 
or more books through the summer holidays, collecting 
rewards as you go and a certificate and medal at the 
end. The theme is Ready Set Read! There is also an 
interactive website with games and book recommen-

We have been somewhat busier this month with 19 
shouts calling the Deddington crew out, the vast 
majority being daytime calls. I am on night duty and 
so am unable to add much detail. However, fires in 
the open and on the motorway occupied much of the 
crew’s time.

The recent Four Farms Challenge was very well 
supported and the ultra- warm weather didn’t affect 
too many runners. Well done to everyone who helped 
organise the event and to Ben Fenemore who com-
pleted the course in full fire kit and breathing appa-

dations at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/.
This will be my first Challenge after taking over the 

role of manager and I hope to make it fun for everyone.
I have had a very warm welcome from our Dedding-

ton readers and look forward to the future.
Gail Cripps

Gail.Cripps@Oxfordshire.gov.uk

ratus, (carrying rather than using), in aid of the local 
Air Ambulance. 

It may be far too early to say this but, apart from 
two days of thunderstorms, these last two months 
have been very dry. None of us wants to see the mul-
tiple wildfires of last year, so please be vigilant with 
campfires and barbecues. We certainly don’t want 
to be visiting Castle Grounds to douse those flames.

James Greenwood FFD
james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

FROM THE FIRE STATION

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

FRIENDS OF THE CASTLE GROUNDS
It was lovely to see so many people at the Castle 
Grounds enjoying the Four Farms Challenge on such 
a beautiful day. Both visitors and villagers showed a lot 
of interest in our stall which had old photos, information 
and history of the Castle Grounds, as well as a model 
of the Castle which was particularly popular with chil-
dren. Helmets and swords were available for photos. If 
you took any, please upload them to the Friends’ site. 
Splat the Rat was a big success. An historical note: the 
oldest black rat skeleton in England was discovered 
during excavation of the Castle foundations.

You can support this historic medieval site by using 
easyfundraising.org.uk. Select Friends of the Castle 

Grounds before choosing your retailer from over 
4,000, including Ebay and Amazon. We will benefit 
by a small contribution as a result of your purchase. 
It costs nothing to join, is easy to use and you will be 
kept up to date on your contributions.

Just a reminder that no fires or barbecues are al-
lowed on the Castle Grounds. There is  a lovely shaded 
walk around the moat, first right as you go through the 
entrance gate which is ideal for dog walkers during 
hot weather. The ground is a bit uneven so be careful.

Carol Garrett
cgarrett@btinternet.com
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01869 337001 
deddington@hamptons.co.uk 
hamptons.co.uk

WITH GREAT 
KNOWLEDGE

COMES GREAT 
ADVICE

HAM291-DeddingNews-HalfPg-270x125-v1.indd   2HAM291-DeddingNews-HalfPg-270x125-v1.indd   2 02/11/2022   09:5902/11/2022   09:59

John Dovey
FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant

•	Limited	companies,	Partnerships	&	
Sole	traders

•	Accounts	prepared
•	Self	Assessment	Tax	Return	
completion

•	MTD	advice	&	support
•	Book-keeping	services
•	New	business	start-ups
•	Personal	&	Corporate	tax	advice
•	Company	secretarial	services
•	VAT	and	payroll

email:	jmd@johndovey.co.uk	
telephone:	01869	233003	
mobile:	07801	658328

BED & BREAKFAST

Hill Barn
English Tourism Council – 3 Stars

Milton Gated Road, Deddington 
Nr Banbury, Oxon OX15 0TS 

Tel: 01869 338631 
or 07471 898173

email: hillbarnbb@btconnect.com
www.hillbarn-bb.co.uk

Converted barn, set in open countryside with 
views overlooking valley and hills. Convenient base for 

Oxford, Cotswolds, Warwick and Stratford
Comfortable accommodation and 

warm welcome assured
Ground floor accommodation available

Contact: Joan White
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Create a fi nancial plan
which lets you and 

your loved ones thrive.

Iden� fy your own unique fi nancial goals, 
and tailor an eff ec� ve strategy to help you

achieve them. 

You have one life, let us help you live it.

Get in touch to discuss your fi nancial goals and more.

Call us for a friendly, no obliga� on chat
on 01869 331 469

Financial Planners and Wealth Managers
The Stableblock | Castle Farm | Cli� on Road | Deddington | OX15 0TP
wmm.co.uk FCA registered number 146499

DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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10% 
Discount 

Collections Only* 

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN) 
This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*. 

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these offers please tick the box. 
We do not give your details to any third parties. 

e-mail 

Address Name 

Chapel Square, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 0SG 
Tel: 01869 338275   •   Fax: 01869 337014 

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk 

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 
 
If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.* 

*Terms & Conditions Apply. 

K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400
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pop in, we're open 10am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 5pm on Saturday's
nellieanddove.com | 01869 336972 | info@nellieanddove.co.uk

mens & ladies wear | gifts | jewellery | home | accessories | shoes

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 01295 221448
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
 Repeat prescriptions 01869 338847
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 John Radcliff e 0300 304 7777
 Manor (Nuffi  eld Health, Private) 01865 987292
 Nuffi  eld Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 811866
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447

(Monday 9.00am–12.30pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 

POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Heyfordian Travel  01869 241500
 National Express 08717 818181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 484950
 OurBus Bartons  01869 699699
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
 Stagecoach Bus Company 0345 2410 8000
 Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 21 33
UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs) 0800 111 999
 Electricity - any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s) 0800 101 3333
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 980 8800
 Water leak 0800 714 614
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 792422
 or 01865 816000

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY 01869 338391
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list 
of contacts is available on Deddington OnLine at 
https://www.deddington.org.uk/directory/clubs-societies/

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside


