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IFC

Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
Beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Physiotherapy

 Osteopathy

 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy

 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

 Clinical Psychology

 Counselling & Coaching

 Holistic & Theraputic Massage

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 

01869 337001 
deddington@hamptons.co.uk 
hamptons.co.uk
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Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person 
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation 
for this information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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WHAT’S ON
April
Wed	 3	 Photographic Society: Monthly Meeting and AGM. Adderbury  
		  Institute, 7.30pm
Fri	 12	 Deddington Playgroup: Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Sat	 13	 Spring Hill Farm, Barford St Michael: Shepherd’s Huts and  
		  Campsite Open Day, 11.00am–3.00pm
Wed	17	 Thames Valley Police: Community Forum, Deddington Arms  
		  Conference Room, 6.30pm
Wed	17	 Parish Council meeting: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre,  
		  7.30pm
Thu	 18	 History Society: Soldiers, ‘Saints and Sinners of the Civil War  
		  in Oxfordshire’, Primary School, 7.30pm
Thu	 18	 People Planet Pint: White Horse, Duns Tew, 7.00pm
Sat	 20	 Cherwell Choral Society: Poulenc Gloria, St Mary’s Church,  
		  Bloxham, 7.30pm
Sun	21	 DEN: Community Orchard Working Party, Welford’s Piece, 
		  10.00am
Sun	21	 Music in Adderbury: Barbican String Quartet, St Mary’s 
		  Church, Adderbury, 6.30pm
Thu	 25	 Deddington Bookworms, Holly Tree, 6.30pm
Thu	 25	 Book Group: Contact Sally Lambert, 01869 338094, for more  
		  details.
Fri	 26	 Deddington Playgroup: Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Fri	 26	 Barford Church Auction of Promises: Barford Village Hall,  
		  6.30pm
Sat	 27	 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
		  Deddington Post Office open, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat	 27	 Art Exhibition: Cotswold Room, Deddington Arms,  
		  9.00am–5.00pm, www.strokeofabursh.co.uk for more  
		  information
Sun	28	 Art Exhibition: Cotswold Room, Deddington Arms, 9.00am– 
		  4.00pm
May
Wed	 1	 Photographic Society: ‘Nudes in the Landscape’, Adderbury 
		  Institute, 7.30pm
Thu	 2	 Local Government Elections and Neighbourhood Plan  
		  Referendum: Windmill Centre
Mon	 6	 Holly Tree Club: Coffee morning, 10.30am
Tue	 7	 DOGS: Brickhampton Golf Club, Churchdown
Mon	13	 Holly Tree Club: AGM, Parish Church, 10.00am

I hope in this somewhat soggy weather, this makes for at least some 
entertaining reading. It seems to me that there’s always plenty of 
variety within our pages.

Please vote for the Neighbourhood Plan on the referendum day, 
Thursday 2 May, coinciding with the district council elections. A lot of 
hard work has gone in to the preparation of this document. The polling 
station is only one example of how our community centre caters for 
the parish’s needs. Previously, the primary school was closed for a 
whole day so that elections could take place.
� JC
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These Parish Council notes are the view of our reporter, Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes. 
For those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Present: Collins, Mylne, Norton, Oldfield (chair), 
O’Neill, Robinson, Snashall, Swadling, Swan, Timms, 
Watts, the parish clerk, minutes clerk and DN corre-
spondent.
Finance & General Purposes
It was agreed to grant £250 to Deddington Cricket 
Club in support of their application to the ECB for grant 
funding for picnic tables and seating.
It was agreed to allow up to £5,000 towards the cost of 
acoustic panels for the Windmill main hall and Studio.
It was agreed to go ahead with mini-tennis at the 
Windmill, utilising £32,000 already received in S106 
money and set aside with the remaining £10,000 from 
PC funds in expectation this will become available 
through the overdue S106 money.
It is anticipated that work on the Windmill roof will begin 
in the week beginning 11 March and take approximate-
ly eight weeks to complete. 
Permission was granted to the organisers of the Four 
Farms Challenge to hold their event on 19 May subject 
to satisfactory paperwork being made available to the 
parish council 14 days beforehand.
It was noted that the BT switchover deadline has 
been pushed back beyond the end of April. The PC 
has received just two requests for help from residents 
although it’s understood that some people continue to 
refuse to accept the changeover.
Planning
No Objection
Sedge Hill, Main Street, Clifton: fell ash tree. Request 
that the applicant plant a suitable replacement tree in 
an appropriate position.
The Old Vicarage, Church Street, Deddington: replace 
cast iron gates with sliding timber gate. Agreed but 
defer to the conservation officer.
Stable End, St Thomas Street, Deddington: single 
storey infill extension, revision to earlier plan.
Archway Cottage, New Street, Deddington: tree works. 
Request that the applicant plants a suitable replace-
ment tree in an appropriate position.
Ithaca, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington: alterations and sin-
gle storey extension with installation of wood burning 
stove and flue and replacement canopy porch. 
Clifton Mill, Main Street, Clifton: change of roof ma-
terial to annexe and garage, new doors to garage 
and replacement gate and fence, minor revisions to 
original plans.
Objection
Holly Tree, Earls Lane, Deddington: erection of pool 
house running adjacent to the Holly Tree Cottage 
gardens on their eastern boundary. Objection on the 
basis of being visually intrusive, over development 
and potential noise. 
Approval
8 The Paddocks: single storey rear extension – revised 
scheme.
Greenstone Cottage, 4 New Street, Deddington: rear 

DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting held on 21 February at the Windmill Centre

facing window, conversion of existing outbuilding, 
lifting and replacing existing roof. Replace existing 
grey plastic rainwater goods with Brett Martin black 
cast iron profile
The Unicorn Hotel, Market Place, Deddington: redec-
orate a section of the front elevation in a dark grey 
colour (existing unauthorised).
The Little House, Clifton Road, Deddington: erection 
of agri/plant store. 
Appeals – All ongoing – no updates
Mobile mast, The Swere, Deddington and Land Adja-
cent to Clifton Gate Development, Clifton Road.
Correspondence
A letter has been received from a resident regarding 
a possible breach of the planning consent for The 
Hawthorns, County View, Clifton. Concerns regard 
the driveway and access layout which differs from that 
which was consented. It appears an area of ground has 
been partially adopted as parking, resulting in a tree 
and hedge removal, laying sleepers and the possible 
unlawful use of an adjacent private service road, and 
relocation of access onto the Hawthorns property. 
After some discussion, it was agreed that this is the 
responsibility of the CDC planning enforcement officer 
and to add this item to the agenda for the March PC 
meeting. In the mean time, work at the property is on 
hold for 6–8 weeks.
Highways and Transport
Some irritation was expressed that a police (TVP) 
community forum is due to be held on 17 April, the 
same day as the parish council meeting. However, 
a TVP representative has agreed to attend the PC 
meeting following the community forum. PC has a list 
of issues they wish to discuss including the lack of 
speed enforcement in the parish. 
The PC has received an offer from a resident to act 
as coordinator for a speed watch group. They are 
communicating with TVP.
An anonymous communication was received via the 
PC website regarding a highways issue but councillors 
are unable to act unless contact details are provided.
Environment & Recreation
A resident has requested that bonfires being lit on the 
Hempton allotments be moved away from their home.
It has been agreed to have a reduced programme 
for No Mow May and June with maps and improved 
direction being provided to the contractors. 
There is a range of suggestions for improving the Wim-
born Close play area and the adventure playground 
and more costings are being obtained.
The mini-tennis plan is progressing and it will be open 
for all users. Deddington Tennis Club will provide bats 
and balls and encourage children up to 8 years old to 
make use of it. 

Next meeting Wednesday 20 March at the Old 
School Room, Hempton, at 7.30pm.
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Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

24 Hour Service 
 

Monumental Masonry 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 
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Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

C.A. Berger

Painting & Decorating

Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial

Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance
	Mobile	 Office	Tel/Fax 

 07875 212315 01295 738633
Email:	claytonaberger@gmail.com
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Don was born in 1934 in the house next to the then 
Post Office on the Bullring, run by Mr and Mrs West. 
His father, Percy, was well known for his singing and 
instigated  the Carols in the Market Place on Christmas 
Eve in the late 1970s. His mother, Freda Gardner, 
was a butter-maker who grew up in Orchard House 
on Hopcraft Lane. Her grandfather, Fred, made the 
weather vanes on the church tower.

The family moved to 5 Hempton Road just before 
WWII started. Don clearly remembered standing out-
side the house watching the sky turn red over Coventry 
as it was blitzed. His memories of his wartime school 
days under the headship of Mr Wing and village life 
were sharp. The children were sent out 
to collect rose hips which were taken by 
Fred Deeley to Aynho Station on his horse 
and cart, to be sent off to make rose hip 
syrup which they then all had to take for 
their health. 

Troops were billeted in the village and 
were welcomed into their homes. The 
Walkers were members of the Wesleyan 
Chapel and Don helped his mother with 
running a canteen for the soldiers, no doubt 
missing his father who was away serving in 
the army. When talking with me in 2010 he 
said he was always reminded of his wartime 
childhood by a ship-in-a-bottle he still had which had 
been made by a PoW from Middle Barton camp who 
worked for Fred Butlin at Grove Farm.

Don left school aged 16 as was quite usual in those 
days and went to work for the building firm of Hinkins & 
Frewin, where he fulfilled 50 years continuous service. 
He and Ruth were married in June 1955 and lived 
in Fritwell ever since. They have two children, five 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. He was 
a pillar of the community, particularly with his support 

for Fritwell Chapel which he and his family regularly 
attended. The honesty box beside his glorious and 
abundant garden – noted and envied for its spectac-
ular dahlias – raised thousands of pounds to keep the 
chapel well maintained; and he still had time to help 
with other people’s gardens.

In retirement he continued with his dry stone wall-
ing. His granddaughter, Kim, like all his grandchildren, 
learnt the art of stone walling as a nine-year old, 
helping sort stones into sizes. His love of horses – he 
hunted regularly – was passed on to his family and 
his well-mown paddock (on his prized but ancient 
ride-on mower, Billy,) was put to good use for assorted 

ponies. But he did not suffer whinging. Kim 
remembers coming off her pony with blood 
everywhere. Her Grampy insisted she got 
back on immediately.

He was full of humour, immensely proud 
of his family and always there to offer 
practical support and emotional guidance. 
Like his father before him, he loved singing 
and his voice on Sundays in the chapel 
he loved was an inspiration to all and a 
powerful demonstration of his strong and 
abiding faith. It was standing room only for 
his funeral in Fritwell Chapel, testament to 
the great affection the community had for 

this Oxfordshire countryman. 
This obituary was compiled by Rob Forsyth with 

the kind agreement of his family as a tribute to Don 
with whom he enjoyed talking many times about old 
Deddington. Don’s memories – often delivered as 
poems – were published in the Deddington News and 
can be found on the Parish Archive History website, 
along with some family memories of Don, at: https://
www.deddingtonhistory.uk/people/donwalkersmemo-
riesofdeddington.

WELL REMEMBERED 
Don Walker 1934–2024

It has been a royally soggy month, with callouts be-
ing a steady stream rather than a flood. Road traffic 
collisions and fires have kept everyone at the station 
occupied. 

A narrow escape saw speedy extinguishing of a 
lounge fire caused by unattended scented candles 
and air oil fresheners, preventing a rapid escalation 
of the fire. Whilst the furniture and carpet were a total 
write-off, further damage to the house was avoided 
and the occupants no worse for wear than mild smoke 
inhalation.

More locally, we were called to a thatched property 
with a reported fire. The fire had been extinguished  
when we arrived and we were tasked with damping 
down the roof and salvaging items from the room 
affected – fortunately, the door had been closed, pre-
venting further spread of fire and smoke. 

If you follow our Facebook page and local news, 
you can’t escape seeing pictures of a car on its roof, 

with both Deddington and Banbury attending another 
RTC. The occupant was able to extract themself with 
the help of a local farmer and no other vehicles were 
involved.

MOC (maintenance of competency) deadlines 
are fast approaching so the crew have been burning 
the midnight oil in front of their computers, watching 
presentations and scenarios covering aircraft, build-
ings, floods, hazardous materials and casualty care 
to name but a few. This vital element ensures all the 
knowledge we have gained through development 
training and on the job experience remains fresh in 
our minds and boosts confidence when dealing with 
the varied situations we often find ourselves in. 

Both Ben and Adam inch closer to their officer as-
sessments, thus relieving some of the officer in charge 
burden from both Chris and Andy.

FF James Greenwood 
james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

From The Fire Station
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A departure from the general trend of news and events 
has been the annual appearance of that diminutive 
floral gem, Galanthus nivalis. The name, attributed in 
1753, derives from ancient Greek; ‘gala’ milk, ‘anthos’ 
flower and ‘nivalis’ snow or ‘milk flower of the snow’, 
commonly known as the snowdrop.

In recent years sporadic clumps that nestled on 
the roadside verges and hedgerows of Hempton 
have evolved into increasingly dense swathes of this 
harbinger of spring. A self seeded example appeared 
in a corner of my garden some years ago and has 
since spread over several years into an extensive 
area and begun to colonise increasingly distant parts 
of the garden. 

Once the flower is spent, a small bulbous pod 
develops containing light brown to white seeds. The 
seeds are surrounded by an oil-rich structure called an 
elaiosome which attracts ants. The ants carry them into 
their nests, eat the elaiosome and discard the seeds, 
helping to distribute them.

The genus is thought not to be native to the British 
Isles and may have arrived on these shores courtesy of 
the Romans or, most likely, was introduced around the 
early sixteenth century. It was first recorded as natural-
ised in the UK in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire 
in 1770. Common snowdrops are threatened in the 
wild due to habitat destruction caused by land use 
changes and over-collecting for the horticultural trade. 

All snowdrops are listed in CITES Appendix II, 
meaning their trade is closely monitored and regulated 

to ensure it does not threaten their survival in the wild. 
Snowdrop enthusiasts often called ‘galanthophiles’, 
may spend more than £350 for a single, desirable bulb.

The extent of Hempton’s blooms is not much more 
than a puddle when compared to the ocean of Galan-
thus usually on display at Welford Park in Newbury, 
where the Great British Bake Off pitches its tent. 
This year the display came under attack by an army 
of snowdrop hungry slugs. Heavy rainfall and warm 
temperatures were blamed for the onslaught. The 
display was less eye-catching than usual, thanks to 
the gastronomic indulgence of the gastropod molluscs.

Snowdrops should not be eaten as they contain 
a poisonous compound, lycorine, which can cause 
diarrhoea, nausea, and vomiting. They contain a 
compound called galanthamine which is used in 
pharmaceuticals to manage Alzheimer’s and relieve 
traumatic injuries to the nervous system.

A lectin (carbohydrate-binding protein) in com-
mon snowdrops, called GNA, is being studied for its 
potential use against HIV. The same lectin is an ef-
fective insecticide against a variety of pests, including 
beetles, butterflies, moths, and aphids. Research has 
suggested that the GNA gene could be engineered 
into crops such as rice and tomatoes to increase their 
resistance to pests. 

In Yorkshire, it was customary for village maidens 
to gather bunches of snowdrops and wear them as a 
symbol of their purity on Candlemas, the feast of the 
Virgin Mary, 2 February.

Just as John Price recounts (20:20 Rear Vision, DN 
March 2024), I, and I imagine, many other residents, 
have also experienced extreme tailgating. The prac-
tice was fairly common before the introduction of the 
20mph limits and has become more common since. 
Previously offenders may have been short sighted, 
simply practising their usual disregard for safety and 
the law or just aggressive drivers. Some recent mis-
creants clearly think the reduced limits are an affront 
to their liberty and unjustified.

I agree with John’s musings on the extent of the 
20mph zones, suggesting the Kidlington example 
may be more appropriate. Laws without enforcement 
or penalty, I suggest, are unlikely to achieve their in-
tended purpose. I read that last year Avon & Somerset 
issued over 23,000 Notices of Intention to Prosecute 
(NIPs) for speeding in a 20mph zone compared to 
zero for Thames Valley.

Mount Pleasant is back in the news. The property 
has been put on the market as residential land through 
Connells, estate agents, based on the outline planning 
permission for two four-bed dwellings and a barn con-
version including the partial demolition and restoration 
of the existing building. Concerned for conservation 
of the building in view of its historical significance, 
a resident of Barford St Michael has set up a crowd 
funded appeal to restore the building. At the time of 
going to press donations amounted to £25.

Stuart Oldham, sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON
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Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

To discuss ironwork commissions 
large or small, please contact  

Alex for an appointment
Alex is also available to cater bbq’d events 

See insta @thebarbequeblacksmith
07779 256639 alex1moss@hotmail.com

Kempster Place, Philcote Street,  
Deddington OX15 0TB

John Dovey
FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant

•	Limited	companies,	Partnerships	&	
Sole	traders

•	Accounts	prepared
•	Self	Assessment	Tax	Return	
completion

•	MTD	advice	&	support
•	Book-keeping	services
•	New	business	start-ups
•	Personal	&	Corporate	tax	advice
•	Company	secretarial	services
•	VAT	and	payroll
•	Wills	and	probate	services

email:	jmd@johndovey.co.uk	
telephone:	01869	233003	
mobile:	07801	658328
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D

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on Satur-
days; and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

Until the licensing of Nick Fielden as vicar later this 
month, services and pastoral care are available 
through our wonderful, retired clergy and clergy from 
other benefices. The first points of contact are your 
churchwardens.

Deddington church is open throughout the day for 
anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. 
Deddington church services are streamed live. Please 
see the church website or Facebook page for updates, 
www.deddingtonchurch.org and https://www.facebook.
com/DeddingtonChurch.
April 
Mon: 	 8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Wed:	 10.00am	 Holy Communion (healing prayer 
		  on 4th Wednesday)
Thu: 	 9.30am	 Tea+Toast and Squiggles and  
		  Wiggles
Fri: 	 8.45am	 Morning Prayer

The Revd Nick Fielden will be licensed as vicar at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 23 April in Deddington Church.

Sun	 7	10.30am	 Holy Communion
		  3.00pm	 3 O’Clock Family Service  
			   (no Evening Service)

Sun 14 	 10.30am	 Holy Communion and Baptism
Sun 21	 10.30am	 Holy Communion
Sun 28	 10.30am	 Holy Communion
Hempton
Sun 21	 9.00am	 Holy Communion

Barford St Michael
Sun	 7	 10.30am	 Coffee and Chat
Sun 14	 9.00am	 Communion
Sun 21	 10.30am	 Family Service
Sun 28	 10.30am	 Family Holy Communion

From the Parish Registers
Funerals: 
1 March		  Shirley Clinch 
8 March		  Claire McMurdo

For baptisms and weddings, funerals and home 
visits in case of illness please contact one of the church 
wardens: Deddington – Stan Nelson 01869 337883 
wardens@deddingtonchurch.org; Barfords – Sue 
Addison 07484 718791 or Sally Barber 07776 241218 
or barfordchurches234@gmail.com.

Friends of the Castle Grounds 
The owl boxes are now up, supplied and fitted by the 
Barn Owl Trust. See if you can spot them. 

The Four Farms Challenge is taking place on 
Sunday 19 May. We will have an information stall and 
games. If anyone has any photos or memorabilia, 
please get in touch. 

We will be planting wildflower plugs and seeds 
probably in April. Would you like to help us? We hope 
the local Cubs and Scouts will be involved. The date 
is yet to be confirmed. If anyone has a small quad 
bike with a trailer, could you help us move some large 
logs around different parts of the Castle Grounds? 
If you find the poo bins full, please use the other bins 
within the Grounds or take your bags home with you. 
These bins are constantly managed so there should 
not be any problem in the future. 

We are looking for new committee members and 
volunteers who can bring fresh ideas to help us main-
tain this wonderful site. If you can spare some time, 
please let us know. The Castle Grounds is still muddy 
and slippery, so take care on your walks. Lighter nights 
are coming and plenty of sunshine so come and enjoy 
the Castle Grounds which is a beautiful and tranquil 
site which we are so lucky to have within our village. 

Carol Garrett 
cgarrett@btinternet.com

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Since half term in February the school has been busy, 
working hard across all aspects of the curriculum. 

Our Fairtrade group has shown great commitment 
and is excited to announce that we are taking part in 
the 90kg Rice Challenge. The group also organised a 
Fairtrade cake stall that took place after school in early 
March. It was a great success, supported by many of 
our families and friends. Thank you to everyone who 
came and enjoyed the sale.

We celebrated World Mental Health day by focus-
ing on kindness and how we can promote kindness 
across the school. 

The children enjoyed celebrating World Book Day  
which took place at the beginning of March. They  
dressed as any kind of word that relates to reading 
books, book characters and stories and they looked 
fantastic. Thank you to all their families for their hard 
work in putting costumes together for this special day. 
The pupils are now looking forward to using their book 
tokens, putting them towards the full cost of a book.

We love the sight of the spring flowers which are 
coming out around the school grounds and are looking 
forward to brighter and lighter days ahead.

Denise Welch 
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk
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I have been asked by the 
Deddington farmers’ mar-

ket committee to tell you 
a little about myself, 
what I do, where I live 
and why I like coming 

to Deddington farmers’ 
market.

I live in the tiny village of 
Taynton, near Burford, the other side of the county 
from Deddington. I have lived there for 27 years and 
for the past 16 years have been producing and selling 
hand-made preserves at various markets including 
Deddington, Summertown and Charlbury. 

When I moved into my house in Taynton I realised 
I had a vast selection of preserves that would take 
me many years to eat so when I heard of a Christmas 
bazaar being held in aid of my workplace, the idea 
came to me to sell as much of the produce as I could. 
I became hooked on the selling idea and started to 
look around for other markets to attend.

I became involved with cooking through my mother 
when we lived in Summertown, Oxford, when I was a 
child in the 1950s–1960s. Our garden had apple and 
plum trees and various fruit bushes, so in the summer 
my mother made jam and in the autumn chutney and 
in January, when the shops have Seville oranges, 
marmalade.  She sometimes added whisky or brown 
sugar just for a change. I must say that I haven’t done 
so when at the market, even if people have said they 
might be interested. 

It was my brother who introduced me to Deddington 
farmers’ market as he lived nearby and had come on 
it one Saturday and thought I might like to sell there. I 
came over and found the people involved and asked 
if I could join. That was the start. I had to submit a 
selection of samples for the committee to taste to see 
if my products were good quality. They were and at 
first I traded in the church. To begin with this was fine 
but I wanted to be outside in the food market where I 
have been for the past 14 years.  

I love the atmosphere, the friendly customers and 
stallholders who have become friends over the years. 
With many customers I have watched their children 
growing from tiny babies to starting secondary school 
or, even, university, driving cars and, maybe getting 
married, who knows. Alongside this, of course, there 
are the losses which come with the people leaving 
the area or dying.  

The market was much bigger when I joined and, as 
Covid took its toll, the market reduced the number of 
stalls, but the lovely people of the area still came out, 
and still do, which on a freezing cold morning makes 
it all worthwhile. It was when I suffered a serious back 
condition that I realised how much the market meant 
to me. The help I received and the kindness of the 
people of Deddington and area showed that the market 
is really part of the community and that we are part of 
that community. So come rain or sunshine, through 
wind and heat, the market and Deddington still carry 
on. Thank you to everyone.

Sarah Jennings

Deddington

Farmers’ Market

Patient Participation Group 
Deddington Health Centre
During our first meeting in 2024 we learnt that the new 
online triage system is progressing well. The practice 
constantly reviews the system to look for areas to im-
prove; be assured the team is investing time and effort 
supporting patients to use the available technology 
where possible.

The number of calls to the surgery has significantly 
reduced, thus freeing up patient services’ time to speak 
to anyone who may need help for another reason such 
as making an appointment to see a nurse. 

GPs are happy with the new service as it provides 
continuity of care; during November and December 
89% of patients had an appointment within two weeks. 
The hope is that, as the system becomes more em-
bedded, it can be expanded and that can only improve 
the service to patients.

New staff appointments and retention mean that 
space at the practice has run out, so look out for new 
developments to increase consulting spaces.

By the time you read this a new practice website will 
be in operation. As a PPG we are keen to communicate 
our patients’ views so there is an email address to 
contact us: ppg.deddington@nhs.net. We meet again 
at the end of April so look out for more news soon. 

Hurrah, spring is on its way.
Anne Hunsley

Patient Participation Group
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every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400
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Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaaon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk
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The Blandford fly is a 2–3mm blood-sucking black fly 
which gives a nasty and painful bite during the summer 
months, particularly May and June when breeding. The 
flies are typically found near areas of water and there 
has been a recent marked increase in the number 
of people severely affected by the bites in this area, 
both rural and urban (possibly due to water features 
in gardens). The insects fly less than 0.5m from the 
ground, resulting in bites to the lower limbs that cause 
small to large blisters (up to 22cm diameter) and 
purple (haemorrhagic) lesions, with intensely painful 
stabbing sensations. The saliva of the fly often causes 
severe local irritation, spreading redness, swelling 
(oedema), pain, joint pain and even high temperature 
of 38°C (100ºF) and over, depending on your level of 
sensitivity. Local reactions can last for several days or 
longer, but can be symptomatically treated by over-the-
counter products, eg oral antihistamines, analgesics 
from your local pharmacy. Antibiotics are rarely needed 
although scratching the irritated areas can rupture the 
skin, leading to secondary infections.
To avoid being bitten by the Blandford fly:
Cover up. Wear clothing (without holes) that fully cov-
ers the legs down to the ankles. Wear socks. Apply a 
quality insect repellent (containing DEET), especially 
when near rivers, streams, grassland areas (not for-
getting when near water features in gardens). Avoid 
swarms of insects. Protect children and babies with 
an insect net when in prams and pushchairs.

What to do if bitten by the Blandford fly?
Clean the bite wound with soap and water, then gently 
pat dry (avoid rubbing the area). Do not scratch the 
bite as this will spread the fly saliva and may lead 
to infection. Apply a cold compress or ice pack to 
reduce swelling and pain. Take oral antihistamines 
(eg cetirizine, loratadine, chlorphenamine).  Always 
read the label. Take analgesics (eg paracetamol, 
ibuprofen) if in pain or discomfort. Always read the 
label. Hydrocortisone can be applied locally to reduce 
inflammation and a local anaesthetic (eg lidocaine) 
can help pain relief. Creams and sprays will be easier 
and less painful to apply than ointments. Antihistamine 
creams and sprays are not recommended as they may 
cause skin reactions. Cover large blisters with a dry 
non-adhering dressing. For swelling in the ankle and 
feet, elevate and rest legs for a few days. Seek medical 
help (phone 111 or see a GP) for: discomfort, swelling 
or red lines in the groin or armpits; a persistent high 
fever; spreading redness or hotness around the bite 
(longer than 3 days).

Seek immediate help (phone 999) for wheezing 
or problems breathing; swelling of the face or tongue, 
dizziness, nausea, chest pain – this could be anaphy-
laxis requiring immediate medical treatment.

Maureen Cox, INP, RGN, BA, Dip HE 
Nurse Practitioner

THE BLANDFORD FLY

DEDDINGTON DEVELOPMENT WATCH
We are very lucky to live in a beautiful part of the coun-
try.

It is only with timely knowledge of national,  dis-
trict and parish plans that we can hope to safeguard 
the character and natural beauty of our three linked 
villages and their rural setting.  The Deddington 
Development Watch (DDW) group  has, for  more 
than 13 years, consistently participated in and influ-
enced planning applications and their impact on the 
setting, as well as other events affecting the infrastruc-
ture of the parish.  DDW members have also been 
involved in the Neighbourhood Plan which is awaiting 
the referendum in May.

The aims of the group are to encourage growth and 
sustainable development and to discourage inappro-
priate or unsustainable development. The intention is 
to retain the beauty and character of the parish, whilst 
ensuring it maintains its vibrancy as a beautiful place 
in which to live and work.

We join with all those who have supported the 
parish in the past and ask whether you, or anyone 
you know, with areas of expertise in planning, con-
servation, architecture, or legal matters, would like to 
become more involved in Deddington Development 
Watch. If you support the DDW aims, then please 
contact us on deddingtondevelopmentwatch@hotmail.
com.

DDW Group
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Mallams
1788

Enquiries: 01865 241 358  
or max.fisher@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk 

Design & Modern Art Specialist Max Fisher, is 
available to give free confidential valuations 
on any piece(s) you are considering selling at 
auction.
Home visits also available

Thinking of selling 
your artwork? 

Two bowls by  
Lucie Rie (1902-1995)  
which sold in recent  
editions of the auction

From a mountain of documentation, consultations 
in the parish, government planning laws, sus-
tainability and housing needs surveys, we have 

crystallised the Deddington Neighbourhood Plan which 
goes to a referendum on 2 May on the same day as 
the district council elections (and, at time of writing, 
conceivably a general election).

Last month I focused on the allocated site for hous-
ing development, north of the fire station, that meets 
housing need and district council requirements, and 
the community benefits that come with it – the new 
nursery building close to the school and the car park 
off Earls Lane which should allow the Health Centre 
to expand. I should have added that the regional NHS 
Care Board has requested £77,000 in S106 money to 
go towards extending the space for consulting rooms 
and so on. 

This month I’d like to summarise some of the other 
elements of the NP you’ll be voting on. It specifies the 
type of housing needed – mostly smaller homes for 
families starting out and older residents downsizing  
– and appropriate design parameters. It requires that 
any development preserves cherished views around 
the parish; maintains wildlife corridors; takes steps 
towards zero carbon in new housing; and safeguards 
Local Green Space, in this case the beautiful allot-
ments at Satin Lane.

Much of the rest of the parish’s green space – the 
Castle Grounds, Welford’s Piece, Windmill Park, the 
greenery at Wimborn Close and Gaveston Gardens – 

belongs to the parish council and so is deemed safe 
for the future.

Naturally the NP steering group and the parish 
council hope you will support the Plan in the referen-
dum. There will be a separate box for your votes at 
the Windmill polling station and, as you probably 
remember, you’ll need a photo ID. Otherwise you 
can apply for a postal vote, which can cover both our 
referendum and the Cherwell District Council election 
(and a general election, whenever that may be). 

The closing date for postal vote applications is 20 
April. You can download or fill in online a postal vote 
application at: https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/11/
elections/326/ways-to-vote/2. To complete this you 
need your National Insurance number and what they 
call a wet ink signature, ie your actual handwritten 
signature. This is a bit of a faff if you’re doing it online, 
involving scanning and so on. If you’d prefer to fill in a 
paper application form and have difficulty accessing 
one, ring me on 07732 660004 or email me at the 
address below.

Hopefully after 2 May there’ll be less of me clut-
tering up the pages of Deddington News with Neigh-
bourhood Plan updates and we can all relax, although 
that may be a vain hope, given what’s happening in 
the rest of the world.

Helen Oldfield, Chair of Parish Council
helenoldfield.dpc@gmail.com 

www.deddingtonneighbourhoodplan.org

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum
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Always here to help local landlords

01869 337 346 cherry-lets.co.uk

Deddington
Lettings

Specialists

Propertymark
Quali�ed
Experts

Local
Investment

Advice

Free
Regular

Newsletter
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Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com

SHM Automotive Limited

 Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

0011886699  225544001100    

mmaarrkk@@ttrreebblleerr..ccoo..uukk  

wwwwww..ttrreebblleerr..ccoo..uukk  

Furniture & Cabinet Maker  

I provide a highly skilled, efficient and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you require 
something new or have items that are worn, 
damaged or in need of alteration I can help. 

  Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, drawers, shelving, 
bookcases, wardrobes and storage solutions.                

Garden furniture and storage, flat pack furniture 
assembly and fitting, art installation and more. 

CCoommmmiissssiioonnss,,  RReeppaaiirrss,,  RReessttoorraattiioonnss                          
aanndd  AAlltteerraattiioonnss  --  2266  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee                    
ccrreeaattiinngg  aanndd  ccaarriinngg  ffoorr  fifinnee  ffuurrnniittuurree    
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Are you feeling snowed under with 
too much admin?

I am an experienced PA.
Do you need an extra pair of hands 

to help with childcare?
Would you like help with cooking 
or filling your empty deep freeze?

Or perhaps you need a fully insured 
dog walker from time to time?

Call Hannah on 0774 077 1520 
or email 

hmddawson@hotmail.com

One thing I have never understood about Americans is 
why so many of them can’t use a knife and fork. Eating 
with your hands or only a fork is very common in the 
Land of the Free. There is even an ex-President who 
mainly eats McDonald’s.

I guess that most Trump’s supporters would view 
this statement as a liberal conspiracy. Apparently, the 
long list of 91 indictments Trump is facing is due to 
a political witch hunt and certainly isn’t down to lying 
and basic bad business sense.  

I have some sympathy for the core of his base 
who feel that they have been ignored by politicians 
for years and, right now, they are very focused on a 
similar issue to the one that is prevalent in the UK. 
Food prices are around 20% higher than when Biden 
came into office three years ago. Even Republican 
commentators acknowledge that the US economy is 
probably the strongest in the world right now, but high 
interest rates, food and petrol prices have hit these 
people more heavily than the well off. The odd thing 
about this is how people ignore what Trump actually 
does rather than what he says and somehow think he 
will make things better for them. He promised to reopen 
the coal mines in his first term but, of course, it never 
happened. People have short memories when it comes 
to politics and there has to be a scapegoat when your 
life today is worse than you fondly remember. It ap-
pears that the liberal elites have a lot of answer for.

Now that I am either unemployed or retired, I have 
a lot of time to read and joining a bunch of ‘independ-
ent’ sources like Telegram and Epoch has been very 
enlightening. When I found a definitive ‘summary’ of 
election fraud in 2020, my eyes lit up but, two hours 
later, I realised I couldn’t find one piece of evidence 
which hasn’t been disproved already. However, now 
I have been down the rabbit hole, I can’t shut it out. 
There really is a parallel universe down there.

Amongst my friends at home in Greenwood Village, 

there aren’t too many Trumpists. Even our place name 
reeks of liberal elites. I did have a beer last week 
with one Republican who is wrestling with what to do 
when it comes to the election in November. Last time 
he voted for Biden and says he can’t vote for Trump, 
but of course self-interest sets in. Trump is promising 
tax cuts which will help the rich but not his main base. 
Much like everywhere else in the wealthy world, the 
other big issue is immigration. To put this into context, 
300,000 migrants passed through the southern border 
in December which is absolutely untenable. Rather 
than Ruanda, they are bused to places like Denver, 
which has announced that coping with this influx will 
cost local taxpayers $150m this year. Even liberal 
Biden knows something has to happen but Trump has 
told the Republican members of Congress to block the 
necessary action. Politics everywhere is screwed up 
but this is the nadir.  

Personally, I am taking a break from the craziness 
with a trip to Europe. I might stay in Denmark for the 
rest of my life; the streets are clean, there are no beg-
gars and the people are very polite. The wife says I 
can stay, if only I could cope with the weather. There is 
a reason the wind turbine industry is based here. But 
I failed to get anyone in Palm Springs to take the dog 
off our hands last month. I would really miss Heather 
but not the dog.

Mike Ward
mike@mikeaward.com

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
Eating and Immigration

Art for Ukraine
By now you may have seen the posters around the vil-
lage about Art for Ukraine and you may have visited the 
Ukraine stall at the 23 March farmers’ market (where 
the pictures were on display) to buy raffle tickets, giving 
you the opportunity to win an original painting with a 
Ukrainian theme, created by renowned local artists. 

All proceeds from the raffle will go straight to buy-
ing, repairing and modifying vehicles and driving them 
to Ukraine where they are immediately put to work. 
Since the beginning of the year a convoy of vehicles 
has been leaving Oxfordshire on the fourth Saturday 
every month heading for Ukraine, and this month is 
no exception. Come to the Deddington Arms around 
7.30pm on Friday 29 March where the raffle draw 
will take place and to wish the March convoy every 
success and safe passage for the beginning of their 
journey to Ukraine the following morning.

Tickets are £1 each and can be bought from Hamp-
tons in Deddington, myself via email or phone and on 
Friday 29 March in the Deddington Arms.

I look forward to seeing you on 29th.
Jenny Soddy
01869 338298
07976 922558

Jennysoddy@gmail.com
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2024
Sunday 19th may

A 5k, 10k & 20k run around the picturesque 
parish of Deddington. The event is open to all 

and has something to offer experienced 
runners, fun runners and families.

REGISTER NOW
     www.fourfarmschallenge.run

Raising funds for
TThhee  ffiirreeffiigghhtteerrss  
cchhaarriittyy  ((110099338877))

DDeeddddiinnggttoonn  PPrriimmaarryy  DDeeddddiinnggttoonn  vviillllaaggee  
nnuurrsseerryy  &&  ppffssuu  ((11110000227755))PPTTAA  ((110055227711))

For several years, we have left 
parts of our roadside verges, 
open spaces, greens and play 
parks uncut during the summer 
months. The aim has been to 
encourage rare and endangered 
wildflowers to grow freely, result-
ing in more bees, other insects, 
birds and various small wildlife 
appearing too. It has been very 
successful – wildflowers, insects, 
birds and tiny mammals have 
been seen in the wild roadside 
verges and uncut areas across 
the parish. Even some rare or-
chids have appeared on Goose 
Green.

Since the start of the initia-
tive, we have been learning and 
understanding more about the 
pros and cons. This has informed 
our decisions following a review 
of managing the annual mowing programme and of 
parishioners’ comments. The question is how can we 
strike a balance between keeping our parish smart 
and safe and go wild?  

For 2024, the grass-cutting programme has been 
revised. There will be some uncut areas during May 
and June and, in some areas, July; however, these 
will be narrower and/or smaller than before. Roadside 
verges will be cut immediately next to the road to en-
sure that cyclists and other road users are better able 
to see the road ahead – an uncut area will be still be 

No More No Mow May? Or Be Smart and Go Wild?
left, but alongside the hedgerows 
instead. Greens, open spaces 
and recreation areas will have 
uncut areas, generally at the rear 
boundary or hedgerow so that 
people can continue to enjoy the 
amenity unhindered by long grass 
and wildflowers. We hope this 
gives us the best of both worlds.

Deddington Parish Council 
is being smart about going wild 
– but patience is the name of 
the game; wildflower areas take 
years to settle and develop into 
attractive swathes of different 
flowering  plants. We hope that 
you will soon see that an attrac-
tive, tidy environment alongside 
wild areas is possible. It just 
takes time.

If you are keen to support the 
continued drive to provide more habitats for wildlife, 
or even if you are sceptical of its benefits across our 
parish and indeed the planet, there is a wealth of infor-
mation to be found. Try your favourite search engine ... 
or ask at the library about the rationale behind leaving 
verges and other areas to grow freely throughout the 
summer. Prepare to be surprised.

Jill Norton

Photo thanks to Stefan Wathan

During the Four Farms Challenge which is taking place 
on Sunday 19 May, we have on offer a wonderful range 
of children’s activities, such as medal making, word 
scramble, face painting and yoga. Yoga tickets can 
be booked from 15 April. To book, please email info@
deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk.

We look forward to seeing you there! 
Charlotte Witka

charlotte@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
PFSU Deputy Manager

PFSU & NURSERY

Deddington Library
We have a blood pressure machine in the library for 
public use. Anyone can pop in when we are open and 
use it. There are leaflets available for further advice.

I am grateful to Linden who has kindly stepped in to 
cover while I am away in New Zealand and Australia.   

It’s been a pleasure to have our Duke of Edinburgh 
student, Jess, here for three months, helping to pro-
duce our Christmas Advent calendar and spring col-
lage for the children’s area. She has also been learning 
about the library. I wish her the very best for the future.

Gail Cripps,Manager
Gail.Cripps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

01865 816010
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for a FREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk
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Timothy C. Rose - Director
Tracey J. Rose - Coordinator

01295 262247
E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery
= Surveys
= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping
= Consultancy
= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING 
CONTRACTORS
n Domestic & Commercial

n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 110 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001

Foot Health Practitioner
Caroline Tindale 

DipCFHP MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:
 Nail trimming
 Treatment for thickened 

and fungal nails
 Corns
 Callus
 Ingrown nails
 Diabetic foot care

Tel: 07899 017927
Email:
carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com
www.carolinefoothealth.co.uk

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:

carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN  DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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LETTERS
FROM JONATHAN WATTS, 
HEMPTON
addressed to Daniel Murphy 
of TVP
Re Forum17 April Deddington Arms
I’m writing as an individual, not on 
behalf of the parish council. It’s 
pleasing to note that you’re holding 
a meeting with the parish. However, 
it’s very disappointing that it is on 
the same night as a parish council 
meeting. I would say a major concern 
is speeding through the parish, especially from west to 
east and vice versa from Hempton to Clifton. Over the 
years we  have had various speed groups and asked 
for enforcement. 

It is fair to say that there’s been no enforcement 
for a long time and I struggle to understand this when 
there is constant enforcement in Adderbury. Perhaps 
you can confirm whether you would enforce 20mph 
limits or not? If that’s not the case, perhaps you could 
ask for enforcement on the 50mph buffers between 
Hempton and Clifton. 

It would be nice to see a police enforcement 
van somewhere in our parish, especially when they 
seem to spend a significant amount of time in Adder-
bury,  Kidlington, the Shipton-on-Cherwell turning, and 
the bridge near Botley over the A34. It would be good 
to understand, through your seniors, why we get no 
enforcement in Deddington parish. 

I appreciate you making contact but I feel 
I need to feed this back that we see very lit-
tle enforcement  of the speed limits. We have 
provided considerable evidence over the years.  
So when you meet with us or me, I’d welcome some 
feedback and what’s going to be done about speeding 
in our parish. 

FROM ALET RANSOME, WYCHWOOD SURGERY
As Cardiovascular Disease Champion (CVD) for 
the North Oxfordshire Rural Alliance (NORA) Primary 
Care Network (PCN), I am proud to note that funding 
has been obtained to run a pilot project to implement 
a self-service blood pressure monitoring station in 
libraries in the PCN, including Chipping Norton, Ded-
dington, Hook Norton and Milton-under-Wychwood. 

Each station will provide clear instructions on how 
to use the monitor and staff are able to signpost users 
to local community pharmacies offering blood pressure 
monitoring via the Hypertension Case-Finding Service 
or online information resources (without having to in-
terpret results).  Library staff members are all Making 
Every Contact Count trained. Health is one of the three 
priorities for libraries and larger libraries are fitted with 
defibrillators, making this a complimentary service. 

The CVD champion initiative run by the Buck-
inghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West Inte-
grated Care System wishes to raise awareness of 
high blood pressure as a risk factor of CVD, address 
health inequalities across the counties and encour-

ages residents, visitors and regular 
library users to get into the habit of 
checking their blood pressure reg-
ularly. The  aim is to identify those 
at risk of developing hypertension 
and being able to offer preventative 
measures. Through early interven-
tion and the optimisation of blood 
pressure, the risk of heart attacks 
and stroke can be reduced, in line 
with the Core20PLUS5 clinical area 
of focus.

I hope this initiative will increase accessibility and 
provide service users with a friendly and relaxing set-
ting to check their blood pressure. 

FROM MIKE ROBINSON, DEDDINGTON
I was interested to see in early February on BBC 
South Today, that Hook Norton has formed a Com-
munity Land Trust to promote and build 12 affordable 
and ‘eco friendly’ houses for people on the housing 
list with a strong local connection. This Trust is in the 
process of building the houses and, together with a 
Housing Association, will direct and manage the rental 
arrangements for the tenants. The houses will be rent-
ed at social housing rates and will not be available for 
sale on the open market. I assume that the land was 
bought below market value and was from a socially 
minded landowner. The CLT will be the main custo-
dian of the design and build arrangements and the 
eco friendly supporting infrastructure. No developers 
will be involved. The community will be directing the 
development and have a say in the selection of the 
rental residents.

I have experience in this arrangement when, as 
a district councillor in Dorset, we set up a CLT for a 
small housing development in Marshwood, sited in an 
AONB (Marshwood Vale). A socially minded farmer 
offered a piece of his land at well below market value 
and a HA secured the land and employed the building 
company. The CLT directed the HA and remained in 
control of the arrangements. Houses were built and 
people with a strong local connection were able to 
rent the properties which were all eco friendly with air 
source heat pumps and good insulation.

Deddington’s housing growth seems to be at the 
mercy of developers and, despite the creation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan, we villagers have little say in 
what is built and what conditions or design arrange-
ments are met for people on the housing list who 
cannot afford what is described as affordable. The 
result is that we end up with housing only suitable for 
wealthy newcomers or retired residents.

Consideration could surely be given to setting up 
a similar CLT in Deddington. If Hook Norton, why not 
here? Landowners might be willing to provide small 
plots of land at below open market value where 3–4 
houses could be built. These are the sort of small 
development which found support in our Neighbour-
hood Plan survey. As we already have two Housing 

Please address all letters to:
JILL CHEESEMAN

37 THE DAEDINGS, DEDDINGTON
editor@deddingtonnews.co.uk

and include your name and address
even if they are not for publication
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The Boutique Care Home

Associations doing good work in this village, a third, I 
suggest, is long overdue.

FROM ANNE HUNSLEY, DEDDINGTON
BT Digital Voice 
My Mum has recently changed over to BT Digital Voice 
and I just wanted to put minds at rest that it can work 
very smoothly.

At the appointed time engineers came and fitted 
the fibre to a new point they fixed to the wall. This 
now has three green lights to show the connection is 
working. They had to drill, from outside, through the 
wall to bring the fibre wire into the flat but this was all 
left tidy and safe. 

Once the line was up and running, they also con-
nected the phone to a black router that we have sited 
close to the phone. This just sits and does its job. It 
occurred to me that in a power cut the telephone would 
not work so I contacted BT again and they agreed to 
fit a battery pack to enable the line to be used. The 
emergency call line is the only issue we have as it is still 
not working but currently my Mum doesn’t rely on this.

All the equipment was supplied by BT and there 
was no cost involved. It arrived in good time for the 
engineers’ visit. Everyone involved in the process was 
most helpful and there was a courtesy call to check we 
were happy with the way the changeover had gone.  
Result was a satisfied customer.

LETTERS � Continued from p21

Since the launch of the food-sharing app, Olio, in Feb-
ruary the number of users in our villages has doubled, 
so why not have a look and see if there’s anything – 
food or non food – that catches your eye? Don’t forget 
you can also list non-food items in the free, borrow or 
buy sections too. 

We’d love you to join us at Welford’s Piece in 
Clifton for the annual Community Orchard Work-
ing Party on Sunday 21 April at 10.00am with a 
pub lunch afterwards at the Great Western Arms.  
The next Four Villages  People Planet Pint meet-
ings are taking place at the White Horse, Duns 
Tew, on Thursday 18 April at 7.00pm and the Red 
Lion, Deddington, on 23 May at 7.00pm. Do reg-
ister on Eventbrite People Planet Pint if you can 
– the first thirty people to do so get a free drink. 
We’ll also be at the  April farmers’ market where we’ll 
be holding a consultation about car sharing in our 
villages. 

Get in touch on info@deddingtonenvironment.net 
if you have any ideas or questions about these or any 
future events. 

Fiona Smith and the DEN team

DEDDINGTON ENVIRONMENT
NETWORK
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860
Email: blox.dent@nhs.net

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

 Bloxham Dental Practice 
Bloxham Dental @ Banbury 
Banbury Orthodontics

For healthy teeth  
and a beautiful smile…
Providing excellent dental care for you 
and your family, our highly qualified 
team of dentists and orthodontists offer:

n Teeth whitening
n Composite bonding and  

tooth-coloured fillings
n Cosmetic crowns and veneers
n Invisalign and other teeth 

straightening options  
with our Specialist Orthodontist

n Implants to replace missing teeth
n Hygiene services

Accepting new patients on a private 
basis, we have a dental membership 
plan and offer finance options to help 
you spread the cost of your dental care.

Contact us today for an 
appointment

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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THE LOG DOG 

FIREWOOD SUPPLIER 

Contact Joe on 01295 256436            
 

www.thelogdog.co.uk 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings off er nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualifi ed and experienced staff  work 
closely with families to develop children’s confi dence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing fl exible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Off ering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profi t charity run by professional staff .

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff  are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We off er friendly, fl exible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247
Charity No: 1117963

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043
Charity No: 1100275
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Women’s Institute
Our meeting in February was a change from usual. We 
were given instructions and help from our leaders in 
Stitchcraft. We were given a silhouette of a pattern or 
animal with holes punched about 3mm apart together 
with threads and needles. The task was to use long 
stitches to create a pattern in thread and eventually 
create a finished greetings card. ‘It’s too hard’ and ‘I 
can’t thread needles’ and similar comments eventu-
ally quietened down as people proved they could and 
were enjoying it. So much so that our usual tea-time 
of 3.30pm drifted by without anyone noticing. Finally, 
at 4 o’clock, tea and biscuits were served to some but 
others were reluctant to stop. It was a successful and 
enjoyable afternoon. A new hobby for some and a task 
completed by others.

Moira Byast
deddingtonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Deddington Bookworms
February’s book, Next to Nature by Ronald Blythe, 
was met with a mixed response. You could say it was 
Marmite. The book is a series of essays collated from 
1993 to 2017 about the countryside year, with links 
to the ecclesiastical calendar. Ronald Blythe had an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of both the farming year 
and, because he was a lay reader, the church year 
too. Having been born into a poor farming family, on 
leaving school at fourteen he worked in a bookshop 
and so began his self-education. 

His witty and insightful writing style creates a book 
you want to follow through the year. Some Bookworms 
have bought their own copies to do just that. The de-
scriptions of Suffolk and Essex are sublime, his use 
of similes is so well done. Ronald died in 2023 aged 
100 and was obviously well regarded amongst his 
peers but what is very evident is his absolute love of 
the countryside and his knowledge of art, history and 
literature.

Some enjoyed it and learnt from it; others just 
couldn’t become absorbed by its gentle style and put 
it on the book pile. One Bookworm thought it would 
make an excellent audio book if it was read by a 
soothing voice. 

Our next book is The Gift of Radio by Justin Webb.
Deddingtonbookworms@gmail.com

Deddington and District History Society
In February, Martin Buckland gave us a talk on ‘Canal 
People’. He started by explaining how canals worked 
and why they were needed in the growing British 
economy of the 18th century. They were not cheap 
and the first modern canal was financed by the Duke 
of Bridgwater to carry coal from his mines at Worsley 
the 15 miles to the ready market in Manchester. The 
risk was huge, but the success made him even richer. 
To design and supervise the construction, he employed 
James Brindley, whose experience as a millwright 
meant he was expert in channelling water.

Huge numbers of labourers were needed to ex-
cavate the channel, to make bricks and construct the 
numerous bridges necessary for crossing the new 
canals. They were known as navvies because they 
worked on the navigation.

As the canal network grew, the routes taken by the 
boats took longer and the boatmen could not go home 
after a day’s work. We were shown how families moved 
to living on the boats in very restricted cabins – space 
for cargo was far more important. 

The coming of much faster railways in the early 19th 
century marked the decline of canals for commercial 
traffic. Many were closed and de-watered; others were 
filled in and became the track bed for railway lines. 
Other canals languished until the late 1950s when 
LTC Rolt popularised the idea of using canal boats 
as a way of exploring the country. Martin then talked 
about his involvement in the Wilts and Berks Canal 
Trust which has been trying to reopen a route that was 
closed in 1914. The trials, tribulations and triumphs of 
the venture brought an end to a fascinating talk.

On 18 April, military historian Stephen Barker will 
tell us about ‘Soldiers, Saints and Sinners of the Civil 
War in Oxfordshire’. 

Jean Dipper 
jean.dipper28@gmai.com

Deddington Playgroup
We were so pleased to welcome lots of new families 
to Playgroup in March and it was lovely to see many 
familiar faces too. The children have been enjoying 
some new additions to our toy collection donated by 
families whose children have outgrown them. Thank 
you so much to those who have kindly donated 
them. This month we are open on 12 and 26 April, 
9.45–11.45am at the Windmill Centre. The 12 April is 
during the Easter holiday so older siblings are very 
welcome to join us. Admission is £4 per family. There’s 
no need to book. See you there.

Helen Carpenter
deddingtonbabyandtoddler@gmail.com

Local Vocals Community Choir
I read recently that a choir is the perfect manifestation 
of the adage ‘the whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts’ and I couldn’t agree more. I don’t believe any of 
our members would individually say they are amazing 
singers, unless of course alcohol is consumed at a 
karaoke bar. But when you sing with others, not only 
do you forget the cares of the day, make new friends 
and sing some well-loved songs, you also don’t need to 
have a particularly good voice to contribute to a beau-
tiful, collective sound. That is all down to teamwork.

To find out more about our choir, which meets 
7.30pm at Deddington Primary School each Monday 
during term time, please go to our website www.local-
vocalscc.co.uk.

Alison Grieve

CALLING ALL CLUBS
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Holly Tree Club
Save the date: the Holly Tree Club is holding its AGM 
for members on Monday 13 May at 10.00am in Ded-
dington church, followed by coffee morning as usual. 
Fabulous cake will be provided by Cotswold Baking 
and there will be no charge for refreshments on this 
occasion.

We look forward to seeing you there.
Julia Cork

Julia.cork@thedha.org.uk

Book Group
The Lost Bookshop by Evie Woods combines the story 
of an enterprising young woman with a literary mystery 
and a romance. Add a certain amount of skulduggery, 
together with a lot of magical realism, and the plot 
becomes pretty complicated.

The narrative alternates between three main char-
acters and two timelines. A forward-thinking young 

Deddington Original Golf Society
Our first DOGS outing is on Tuesday 7 May with a visit 
to a new venue, Brickhampton Golf Club, Churchdown. 
Arrival 10.00am – tea,coffee,bacon roll followed by a 
first tee at 11.00am. 18 holes of golf, Stableford format. 
Prizes for best team score, individual score, nearest 
the pin and longest drive. Sandwiches and fries on 
completion … cost for the day £52 per DOGS member, 
£57 for guests on the day. Further information and 
how to book your place will be sent shortly. We look 
forward to the pleasure of your company.

Tony Lowe,  
dogsgolf23@gmail.com

Deddington Town FC
First Team results
17.2.24	 SWIS FC (a) 	 L 2–3
2.3.24	 SWIS FC (h) (CUP) 	 W 6–2
Reserve Team results
17.2.24	 Kings Sutton Res (h) (CUP) 	 W 2–0
24.2.24	 Bodicote Spts Res (a) (CUP) 	 L 3–4
2.3.24	 Longford Pk Dev (a) (CUP) 	 L 0–6
It’s been mostly a month of cup escapades for the 
Deddington teams. The Humbugs have played SWIS 
FC home and away and, sadly, lost the league match 
which has cost them top spot. Though they’d done 
tremendously well to ascend to the pinnacle, they had 
played significantly more games, and Hornton have 
dethroned them, with another three games in hand to 
boot. They did attain a measure of vengeance in the 
Mid-Oxfordshire Cup though, and now advance to 
the semi-finals. The Latics, sadly, lost two out of their 
three cup games and the last of those was a batter-
ing in the Eric Morris cup semi-final. Still, their recent 
resurgence has left them safely in mid-table and still 
with an interest in the Geoff Wilson trophy, as winter 
gently recedes to spring.

Aaron Bliss 
07909 642882

CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p13

woman in early twentieth century London, Opaline is 
determined to avoid the unwelcome prospect of an 
arranged marriage and escapes to Paris and then to 
Dublin. Her success in running a bookshop is accom-
panied by dramatic events, including evidence of a 
lost manuscript, the sudden appearance of a former 
lover and eventually her own abduction. A century later, 
Henry, a young Englishman and student of rare books, 
is searching Dublin for both the lost manuscript and 
the bookshop once run by Opaline. As if by destiny, he 
meets Martha, a young Irish woman fleeing domestic 
abuse, who is working for a mysterious woman in a 
house next to the site of a now vanished bookshop. 
Henry and Martha join forces in an attempt to discover 
the truth.

Most of our group enjoyed reading this novel, find-
ing the various storylines were intertwined to make an 
interesting, immersive page turner.

The Book Group

SPORT
Tennis Club
We are having lots of success with our teams building 
on their successes from last winter. Thanks to the cap-
tains for getting teams out each week and to the play-
ers for their commitment. There are still some fixtures 
to be played, but here is a round-up of all our teams.

In the midweek or floodlit Banbury league, our A 
team is in division 1, currently third but with the poten-
tial to win back-to-back titles if the remaining matches 
go well. The B team is consolidating its position in 
division 2, although unlikely to get promotion. The C 
team is doing well in division 4.

At weekends, we only have one mixed team in the 
Banbury league – we are mid-table in our first season 
in division 1 and have a few tough matches ahead to 
ensure that we stay up. We have a ladies’ and a men’s 
team in the Oxfordshire leagues. The ladies are playing 
their first season in the premiership and are safely 
mid-table, having played their toughest opposition at 
the start of the season. The men’s team is currently 
third in division 4 and still has a chance of promotion.

We have two teams for the first time in the ladies 
Oxfordshire league in the summer. In the national 
Team Tennis our ladies are playing at regional level 
this season and start fixtures this month. For the first 
time, we have a men’s team in the national over-50s, 
with potential fixtures all over the country, although the 
first fixture is at home.

Please  stop by when there is a match on and, if 
this makes you want to join in, come along. We are 
open to new members and offer tennis at all levels. You 
can get in touch via the contacts page on our website 
www.deddingtontennis.com/contacts/.

Becky Jones

Deddington Town FC Youth
The Under 15s have just had one game and a 1–5 
away win at Kidlington Cavaliers with a hat-trick for 
Thei Flint. The Under 14s had a 3–0 win over Gars-
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DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk

All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Factory & Showroom: 
Norton house, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1SD

Email :info@cnglass.co.uk        
www.cnglass.co.uk One stop shop for all things glass

Visit us or call for a quote today

01295 263364

CN Glass is a one stop shop for 
all things glass: manufacturing, 
supply and installation.
  
Whether the glass is for your home or a commercial property, 
we can help you with:

      Windows           Doors            Conservatories                    
       Glass   Glazing      Facias & Guttering

With over 50 years’ experience we can turn our hand to anything, 
however simple or specialist.

We promise no hard sell, just good old fashioned customer 
service and great quality products.
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Fully licensed restaurant 
and take-away

We cater for all occasions 
and dietary requirments

Lunches available by pre-order
Open 7 days a week

Monday–Saturday 5pm to 11pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm

New Street (High Street), Deddington OX15 0SP

Tel: 01869 337733/337799
www.bengalspicebanbury.co.uk

Bookings by appointment only - We’re open 5 days a week!

Visit our Deddington Centre,  
call 01869 254 019 to book.

with SJB HEARING COMPANY
Connect to Better Hearing

“I’m looking forward to 
welcoming you all into my 

clinic and helping with your 
hearing health needs.” 

                             Sarah-Jane Brown

ABOUT SJB HEARING 
COMPANY LTD

Sarah-Jane Brown is an 
experienced Hearing 

Aid Audiologist  
and has been working 

in the Banbury area for 
the past 7 years. She has 

built up a strong reputation and 
has helped hundreds of local 

people to improve their hearing 
and overall health & wellbeing.

Hearing Healthcare Clinic of the Year
Central England  
Prestige Awards 
Winner 2021 / 22 

• Comprehensive Hearing AssessmentsHearing Assessments
• Earwax Removal with Endoscopic micro-suction with Endoscopic micro-suction
• State-of-the-Art Hearing SolutionsHearing Solutions • Friendly, Impartial Advice
• Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicfor shooting, motorcyclists & music

Visit us for:

 
call us on: 01869 254 019 
visit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN 
THE COMFORT & SAFETY 

OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service 
for the Cherwell district

All equipment fully sanitized before 
every appointment for your protection

Fully insured and DBS checked

30 years hair cutting experience

call DAVID on 
07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk 
www.davidcutshair.com
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ington with two goals for Guy Newton and a narrow 
1–2 defeat to Mansfield Road Juniors. The Under 13s 
had a 2–0 defeat at Berks County Eagles, followed by 
a 4–3 win over Mansfield Road Juniors with two goals 
for Vinnie Holliday. The Under 12s had a 2–1 win over 
Chesterton.
Deddington Town FC fundraising ball
By the time you read this, the Club will have held its 
fundraising ball at the Great Barn, Aynho. We hope to 
have raised significant funds for the development of 
the club – improvements in facilities and development 
for our players and coaches. The club will donate 25% 

of our profits to support Young Lives v Cancer – a 
wonderful organisation that supports young people 
and carers through the challenges of cancer.

Thank you for sponsorships pledged from Evenlode 
Investments, Tustian Carriers, Brita, Renovation and 
Restoration, the Education Company, Deddington 
Dental and Cedar Therapy and to all the businesses 
and individuals who donated auction and raffle prizes.

Further information is on our website – http://www.
deddingtontownfc/ or visit us on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc

Roger Sykes 07899 914425

1st Deddington Guides
As is traditional on Thinking Day, 22 February, we 
turned our thoughts to the beginning of Guides more 
than 100 years ago and to Guiding internationally. We 
learnt about how life in many other countries is quite 
different and, in many cases, much tougher for Guides 
and Girl Scouts living there. We tried fruits from other 
countries ... all the Guides challenging themselves to 
try something new. Otherwise, we have been busy 
planning our entertainment for the end of term to raise 
money for charity. 

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755 

1st Deddington Scout Group
Cubs
This month we have been busy focusing on our Sci-
ence Badge. We were grateful for a visit from our local 
vet who shared some of their fantastic knowledge with 
us. We dissected animal hearts and kidneys whilst 
learning about how the organs work. We looked at 
blood, hair and bone samples under a microscope 
and inspected real animal bones. We also practised 
putting bandages on some cats and dogs. Thankfully 
they were stuffed cuddly toys and so unable to wriggle 
too much.

SPORT Continued from p14

YOUTH
We had great fun looking at what makes a structure 

strong and then designed and built our own structures 
made of spaghetti and marshmallows. We challenged 
our structures to support an egg. Some were more suc-
cessful than others but we only had a few broken eggs.

Tracy Tong 
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Scouts
We’ve updated our navigation training and moved 
into the modern world by using What3Words. Those 
Scouts with phones downloaded the app, went out 
into the Windmill grounds and hid a cone, recording 
the co-ordinates before swapping them with another 
group who then had to find it.  All were located except 
the one hidden in a tree – cunning! I love the way some 
of them think outside the box. This was a test before 
we play over a larger area.

We next attempted some cooking, a challenge as 
we have more than 20 boys at present, so decided on 
making puddings using mugs and a microwave. We 
made seven different puds, most of which were quite 
successful, apart from the one that looked as if it had 
already passed through someone’s digestive system.

Pete Churchyard 
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 

Just as I announced in the last DN that work was about 
to begin on the new roof, the contractors delayed the 
start by three weeks – what a surprise! We are now 
expecting them to get going by the middle of March 
with a completion date towards the end of April or 
beginning of May. It’s always best to be slightly vague 
with these things. We will keep you updated and are 
grateful to all users for their patience and cooperation. 
It’s an important project and will ensure the viability of 
the Windmill as a safe, leak-free and ‘greener’ facility. 

Many of our users have said how much smarter 
the inside spaces are looking, with  new kitchen, loos, 

floors and doors. The main hall has been redecorat-
ed and the stage refurbishment is nearly complete. 
Our next step is to fit acoustic panels in the hall and 
upstairs in the Deddington Studio. They should signif-
icantly improve the sound quality. Then, we have new 
showers, furniture and lamps for the car park on our 
ever-expanding ‘to do’ list.

These are designed to revitalise, as well as widen 
the scope of your community facility. Whatever you are 
planning – a party, keep fit class, silent disco, business 
away day, cookery lessons, science lecture, school 
fundraiser, drama workshop, wine-tasting session, 
pickleball/table tennis/chess club – whatever, you need 
look no further than the Windmill.

Book it for one of your events by visiting our web-
site, www.thewindmilldeddington.org or our Facebook 
page, or call our bookings secretary, Julie, on 07720 
834006.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org

DEDDINGTON COM MUNI TY CENTRE
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Welcome to Iron Down Sculpture Studio, a creative 
sculptor space on a local farm. Amateurs, hobbyists, 
newbies and established artists who want to do sculp-
tural art are welcome to join us. Formerly Bicester 
Sculpture Group, we have relocated to Iron Down Farm 
in the old calf barn, full of light and warmth with lively 
chat and restful absorption, all set in a splendid country 
setting, a place to get your creative juices flowing.

Although we do not offer classroom style lessons, 
the group offers a supportive environment to get going. 
Members have decades of knowledge and experience 
and are keen to help. There are many resources and 
plenty of know-how on hand. The existing members 
come from diverse backgrounds, with only a few com-
ing from an arts career background.

It can be anything you want, a little of this and that, 
a photo or a picture, animals or human form, serious or 
whimsical. Sculpture uses every material and doesn’t 
have to be expensive. We like skips (always ask) and 
are always looking out for materials to inspire us. The 
studio has many tools for working materials including 
stone, wood and ceramics.

From using clay, paper, wood or metal to insulation 

blocks, sculpture has been found all over the world 
since time began and can be in any material and 
form the human spirit takes you. It is a very mindful 
occupation. 

The group originated in the 1990s in the garden 
and outbuildings of stained glass artist, George Muller, 
who worked on many great buildings. He generously 
made an art environment, setting up Bicester Sculpture 
Group, inviting amateurs and professionals to sculpt, 
share and develop, which we continue, ensuring these 
creative thoughts develop to become what you want 
at its heart.

The present artists will be opening the new studio 
with freshly created pieces for Oxfordshire Artweeks. 
At Venue 15, over the first two weekends in May, you 
will have a chance to see the studio and original pieces 
made from mixed media and ceramics. You will also 
have the opportunity to chat to the artists about their 
work. It’s a great time to ask questions where we are 
creating and learning. We look forward to seeing you.

For more information, please contact me.
Wendy Edmundson

wendyedmundson@hotmail.com

IRON DOWN SCULPTURE STUDIO

‘It’s really important that top quality musicians come 
and play out of London,’ says violinist Chris Windass 
and, for almost forty years, he has been ensuring 
they do. He formed the Adderbury Ensemble in 1986, 
a flexible group of freelance musicians who began 
playing together in the village church on Sunday 
evenings. He also started the popular Oxford Coffee 
Concerts series in Oxford. The Holywell Music Room 
has proved the perfect venue, both for the audience, 
who love the acoustics and intimacy of the hall, and 
for the players. ‘The series is very highly thought of 
by musicians,’ observes Chris and the impressive list 
of quartets and chamber musicians these concerts 
attract speaks for itself. Many of the best musicians in 
the country have played there, including recently the 
Sacconi, Heath,Tippett and Carducci quartets. 

Less well known is the other series of concerts 
organised by Chris, Music in Adderbury. These are 
spring and autumn seasons of six or seven concerts 
each, held in the churches of Deddington and Ad-
derbury on Sundays at 6.00pm. They often feature 
the same musicians as the Oxford Coffee Concerts 
– sometimes they will play in Oxford in the morning 
and Adderbury or Deddington in the early evening. The 
current series runs from March to July. Details are on 
the website, Musicinadderbury.com. These concerts 
are unusual, bringing outstanding chamber music to 
village churches and it is a great joy and privilege to 
have them in our villages.

The Adderbury Ensemble has developed a concerts 
series in Chipping Norton over the past ten years. They 
are now held monthly and the current series is well 
under way. Many players in the ensemble have local 
links but some travel from further away – such as the 

outstanding violinist, Bradley Creswick, who led the 
Royal Northern Sinfornia for years, as well as the Phil-
harmonia and the orchestra of the Royal Opera House. 

Look out for notices and check the Adderbury En-
semble website, www.adderburyensemble.com, for 
future concerts. Better still, join the mailing list at the 
foot of the webpage. It is unusual to have such a high 
standard of live music on our doorstep.

Rachel Phipps

The Best in the Country on Your Doorstep

Clifton Against Speeding Traffic has submitted data 
from five speed watch sessions and the scores are in. 
Over five sessions, 469 readings were taken. Mean 
speed was 29.4mph.

The record holder was a white van driver doing 
59mph on 13 February who had to slam on the brakes 
before turning into Tithe Lane and County View where 
he was working.

The data have been submitted to the PC and TVP, 
asking what we can do to facilitate road changes to 
enforce the new speed limit. We hope John Price 
approves.

By the time you read this, the Duck will have closed 
for the second time in my memory. Rumours of a 
summer reprieve were just that and it has come to an 
end. Since its reopening eight years ago, the village 
failed to support it sufficiently and those of us who did 
clearly didn’t drink enough. We are grateful to Tim 
Catling who gave us these years but none of us can 
blame him for thinking enough is enough.

Book Club will continue and could possibly be no-
madic for a while until a new venue can be christened. 

Martin Bryce, martindnbryce@gmail.com

NEWS FROM CLIFTON
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Farm Shop
Home Farm, Cli� on, OX15 0PA

Home-produced lamb,
hogget & mu� on

Kid goat and rare-breed pork

Available in season

Honey, fresh eggs and more…

Half lamb and whole lamb boxes
available to order

Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk
Tel: 07917 795207

Follow us on Facebook

Pi
p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625
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P

Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

07565 803 507
mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com

mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com
07565 803 507



IBC

The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG
Tel: 01869 338275

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these 
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties. 

Name

email

Address

10%
Discount

Collections Only*

1937 - 2022

Built on Service

T
ru sted b y G e nerati

on
s

85
Years

pop in for a relaxing browse, we're open 10am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 5pm on Saturday's
nellieanddove.com | 01869 336972 | info@nellieanddove.co.uk

mens & ladies wear | gifts | jewellery | home | accessories | shoes
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Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre� 0300 304 7777 
Katharine House Hospice� 01295 811866

NHS	 Non emergency� 111
PARISH CLERK� 01869 337447 

(Monday 9.00am–12.30pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm,  
Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 

POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs)� 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E)� 01869 338430
PFSU � 01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY� 01869 337383

TRAVEL: 
Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd� 01451 820369 
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WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham� 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE� 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL� 01865 792422

DEDDINGTON CLUBS AND SOCIETIES: The full list of 
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES� See section inside
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