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IFC

Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
Beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Physiotherapy

 Osteopathy

 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy

 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

 Clinical Psychology

 Counselling & Coaching

 Holistic & Theraputic Massage

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 

01869 337001 
deddington@hamptons.co.uk 
hamptons.co.uk
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Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person 
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation 
for this information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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WHAT’S ON
May
Wed 1 Living with Dementia: Windmill Centre, 2–4pm, registration 
   required: education@dementiaoxfordshire.org.uk
Wed 1 Photographic Society: ‘Nudes in the Landscape’, Tim Pile,  
  Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Wed 1 Annual Parish Meeting, Windmill  Centre, 7.30pm
Thu 2 Local government elections and Neighbourhood Plan  
  referendum, Windmill Centre, 7.00am–10.00pm
Mon 6 Holly Tree Club: Coffee morning, 10.30am
Tue 7 DOGS: Brickhampton Golf Club, Churchdown
Wed 8 Living with Dementia: Windmill Centre, 2–4pm, registration 
  required: education@dementiaoxfordshire.org.uk
Wed 8 WI: Holly Tree Club, 2.30pm
Fri 10 Deddington Playgroup: Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Sat 11 Christian Aid: ‘Focus on Burundi’, Richard Teare, Parish  
  Church, from 12 noon (see insert)
Mon 13 Holly Tree Club: AGM, Parish Church, 10.00am
Wed 15 Parish Council: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 7.30pm 
Thu 16: History Society: ‘Oxfordshire Saints and Sinners’, Simon 
  Wenham, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sun 19 Four Farms Challenge: Castle Grounds, 10.30am
Sun 19 Music in Adderbury: Alasdair Beatson, piano, Parish 
  Church, 6.00pm 
Mon 20 Holly Tree Club: Coffee morning, 10.30am
Fri 24 Deddington Playgroup: Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Sat 25 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Mon 27 Holly Tree Club: Coffee morning, 10.30am
June
Wed 5 Photographic Society: ‘Camera Obscura’, Graham Marek,  
  Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Thu 6 Royal British Legion: D-Day 80th Anniversary, Market  
  Place, 6.30am
Sun 9 Tennis Club: Open Day, Windmill Centre
Sun 9 Music in Adderbury: Adderbury Ensemble, Viv McClean, 
  piano, Parish Church, 6.00pm
Mon 10 DOGS: Copt Heath Golf Club, Solihull 
Wed 12 WI: Holly Tree Club, 2.30pm
Wed 19 Parish Council: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre,  
  7.30pm
Thu 20 History Society: Voyages to the House of Diversion; C17th  
  Water Gardens and the Birth of Modern Science’, Stephen  
  Wass, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sat 22 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm

Given the old adage, ‘Ash before oak, we’re in for a soak,Oak before 
ash, we’re in for a splash’, the ashes should certainly leaf out before 
the oaks. I have always doubted its accuracy; in my experience 
oak regularly comes out before ash. This year is a perfect one for 
testing the truth of old wisdom.                                                  CD
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting on 20 March at the Old School Room, Hempton

These parish council notes are the view of our reporter, Catherine Desmond, and not the official 
minutes. For those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Present: Councillors Collins, Cox, Mylne, Norton, 
Oldfield (chair), O’Neill, Robinson, Snashall, Swadling, 
Swan, Timms, Watts, District Councillor Williams, par-
ish clerk, minutes clerk and five members of the public.

Tim Darwall-Smith and Graham Fisher were co-opt-
ed into the council’s two vacant seats.
Public Forum
A representative of the Oxfordshire and Cotswold Area 
branch of the Military Vehicles Trust asked if there 
would be interest in placing a memorial to Major-Gen-
eral Sir Percy Hobart in the village as he lived for a time 
in Leadenporch House and his ‘Funnies’ – specialised 
armoured vehicles – were instrumental in the success 
of British troops in the D-Day landings.

A New Street resident raised once again the issue 
of building vibration and noise pollution from large ve-
hicles travelling fast through the village and requested 
the installation of a flashing speed warning sign at the 
junction of St Thomas and New Streets.
Parish Council website
The Parish Council website has been updated to 
ensure it is compliant with recommendations on ac-
cessibility for those with disabilities like partial sight 
or motor skills. 
Planning
Objection
Land East of Oxford Road, Deddington: reapplication 
to create new access to land, erect single storey bun-
galow with solar panels and air source heating. PC 
objected to original application and are objecting again 
as being beyond built-up limits of the village, would 
harm the intrinsic value of the open countryside and  
creation of a new access onto A4260 would increase 
likelihood of accidents.
No objection
The Firs, St Thomas Street, Deddington: tree works. 
Fell two laburnums and apple and replace with two or 
three young native fruit trees. 
Castle Grounds, Deddington: tree works. Over next 
three months remove dangerous trees, as identified 
in tree report 
Market Place, Deddington: install an internal stairlift 
from the ground to first floor in listed building as home-
owner is disabled and cannot manage stairs.
Leadenporch Farm, Chapmans Lane, Deddington: 
convert agricultural building for residential use. CDC 
refused original application which PC did not oppose. 
The previous application was submitted as a Class 
Q permitted development but, due to the nature/size 
of the plans, a full planning application was required, 
submitted here, with some amendments.
No further action at this time
The Hawthorns, County View, Clifton: the resident who 
referred possible consent infringements to the PC last 
month has reported them to CDC enforcement. Parish 

councillor reports the owners of the Hawthorns have 
confirmed the diversion was not intended to be per-
manent and have agreed to remedial work for damage 
to neighbour’s private lane. CDC enforcement will 
deal with the other perceived planning infringements. 
While the PC supports the complainant, as CDC en-
forcement has already been alerted, there will be no 
further action at this time.
CDC Approvals 
Sedge Hill, Main Street, Clifton: fell ash tree
Castle End House, Castle Street, Deddington: tree 
works.
5 The Leyes, Deddington: single storey detached 
home office/studio.
Clifton Mill, Main Street, Clifton: change of roof mate-
rial to annexe and garage.  New doors to garage and 
replacement gate and fence.
CDC Refusals
Holly Tree, Earls Lane, Deddington: erection of pool 
house.
The Cottage, Goose Green, Deddington: retrospective 
consent to re-roof the building and replace rainwater 
goods.
Large Scale Developments Working Group
Receipt of the approximately total £300,000 which 
will ultimately be owed by the developer, 
Burringtons, on Clifton and Hempton Gates remains 
uncertain, given their recent insolvency. CDC has 
not, as of this meeting, received a reply to its offer of 
staging the already overdue payments for Phase 1 
of Clifton Gate in two instalments. 

Burringtons have agreed to works at Hempton 
Gate, including a new bellmouth access to the estate, 
moving the speed limit signs and building a chicane 
slightly to the west on the Hempton Road. 
Highways and Transport
An air diffusion tube has been installed near the 
traffic lights to collect a year’s worth of data on air 
pollution levels.
Environment and Recreation
The mowing contractor will be issued maps detailing  
the limited areas to be left uncut for ‘No Mow May’ 
and June. Cut grass will be removed.

The homeowner is researching alternative 
contractors to stabilise the wall along Satin Lane. 
Access to the allotments is at the individual’s own 
risk. Currently there is a barrier which can be moved 
for access but must be replaced immediately.

Bins at the Castle Grounds and cemetery are 
being used for builders’ waste. This constitutes fly- 
tipping and is being reported and actioned. 

Next meeting Wednesday 17 April at 7.30pm in 
the Hempton Lounge at the Windmill Centre.
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Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

24 Hour Service 
 

Monumental Masonry 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 
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Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

C.A. Berger

Painting & Decorating

Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial

Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance
	Mobile	 Office	Tel/Fax 

 07875 212315 01295 738633
Email:	claytonaberger@gmail.com
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A recent visit to Daeda’s 
Wood found that several 
old willow trees near the 
wild flower meadow had 
been given a drastic hair-
cut. They have, in fact, 
been coppiced which is the 
recognised way to prune 
willows. As they begin to 
grow, removing the long 
whippy stems encourages 
more vigorous growth. The 
removal of older split stems 
also helps stabilise the 
trees and, therefore, the 
river banks. The cuttings 
have been piled up and 
will likely be a welcome 
home to a variety of bugs and forest fauna. The willow 
twigs can be bent and twisted to form various shapes. 
It might be fun to create some and hang them from 
branches to adorn the Wood. Coppicing dates back to 
the Stone Age as a method of providing a reliable fuel 
supply and, later, material for a variety of industries, 
including,basket weaving, in the case of willow. 

There is no need for a working party but it would 

FRIENDS OF DAEDA’S WOOD
be welcomed if people 
who visit the Wood would 
remove any plastic tree 
guards and pile them by 
the litter bins for removal 
by Cherwell District Coun-
cil when the litter bins are 
emptied. 

Regular cutting back 
of growth adjacent to the 
main rides is carried out 
by the Woodland Trust, 
making for trip-free walk-
ing. Occasionally fallen 
trees and branches need 
removing. This is a job for 
the Woodland Trust. When 
necessary, a message to 

the area manager via the Trust’s website from users 
of the Wood would set the wheels in motion. 

Finally, a well deserved accolade to all users who 
pick up their pets’ poo and all those who bin their 
rubbish. 

Annette Murphy
murphyannette74@gmail.com

I’m going to stick my neck out here 
and announce that the Windmill 
roofing work will be completed by 
mid-May, the scaffolding and con-
tractor’s compound will be gone, 
and we’ll have a brand-new roof just 
in time for the … er … summer? Hurrah! Pats on the 
back all round – particularly to those on the parish 
council and on the Windmill management committee 
who spent ages – and I mean ages – identifying, 
applying for and then securing finance from different 
organisations. We received grants of £50,000 from 
the Valencia Communities Fund, £25,000 from the 
Rural England Prosperity Fund and £8,000 from the 
Garfield Weston Foundation. The parish council made 
up the rest, together with several contributions from 
some of you. Thank you. And thanks once again to 
our very understanding and co-operative regular users 
who have had to put up with all the inconvenience. It 
is appreciated.

The very visible material improvements to our 
Windmill facilities seem to be attracting more and more 
users, which is great. In April we hosted an Improv 
Comedy Show organised by the Deddington Players. 
Wonderful entertainment. Continuing the comedy 
theme, we have our next Charity Comedy Night coming 
up on Wednesday 8 May with three brilliant profession-
al comedians and a fully licenced bar. Doors open at 
7.00pm with the show at 8.00pm. Don’t miss it. You 
can get your tickets here: www.lonewolfcomedy.co.uk. 

As well as these larger events, many of you are 

choosing the Windmill to hold 
your kid’s birthday party, your 
retirement party or even your 
party-just-for-the-sake-of-it party. 
Bring it on. Popular Saturday and 
Sunday slots are booking up fast, 

so we recommend that you contact Julie and reserve 
your dates now.

I can also announce new regular baby/toddler 
groups and fitness groups, which continue to prolif-
erate. The Stay and Play group meets on Tuesday 
mornings – follow their Instagram @thelittlekids_club. 
On Wednesdays we have Tom’s Tennis Tots; you can 
find out more about that at #tomstennistots. For you 
fitness fanatics, we welcome back Sarah Mahfoudh 
and her Barre Fit classes on Saturday mornings. 
Sarah is also planning other fitness and dance classes 
during the week so email her for more information 
at sarahthorpfitness@gmail.com. Last, but by no 
means least, local baker and ‘part-time barrista’, Sam 
Patterson is going to set up a pop-up café at the Look-
out near the play park on Saturday mornings. Check 
your social media for more information. 

Lots going on! Remember, you can find out what 
is happening at the Windmill or how to book it for 
one of your own events by visiting our website www.
thewindmilldeddington.org or our FaceBook page or by 
calling our bookings secretary, Julie, on 07720 834006.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org
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The Boutique Care Home

Nebraska, Christians, bird watching and street racing. 
I love road trips in America but I’ve never heard an-
yone say they were looking forward to an exciting 
trip to Nebraska. This month my wife made me do it. 
Heading east, away from the Rocky Mountains, you 
reach Nebraska, very flat, miles of corn fields and 
grazing cows. One of its key demographics is white 
Christian Evangelicals, who comprise around 14% of 
the great American nation. In the 2016 election they 
voted for Trump in order to force through an abortion 
ban. It appears they intend to stick with a man with 
whom they share very few values. He figures badly on 
stealing, adultery and bearing false witness but I guess 
the good news is that he hasn’t murdered anyone. Yet.

Heather says I don’t have the patience to be a bird 
watcher like her. There is a lot of truth in this but the 
viewing area overlooking the Platt River outside Kear-
ney was very interesting. Every year around 800,000 
Sandhill Cranes take a four-week feeding break here 
on their spring migration from the Gulf Coast to Alaska 
and Canada. It was a fabulous sight and they were 
very noisy, but the sunset didn’t involve any sun and 
the wind off the plains was brutal. I had to go to the 
visitor centre and buy a proper photo because mine 
were terrible.

Apart from the long-legged cranes, the main local 
attraction is the Archway which is a cross between 
a history museum and a motorway bridge. Visitors 
view the attractions while eighteen-wheel lorries pass 
underneath. It is bizarre but tells an interesting story 
about the indigenous population who were pushed out 

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
in the 1860s by white settlers heading west to look for 
gold and a better life.  

We then went on to Omaha, home to the smartest 
man in America, Warren Buffet, and half a million other 
people. It has the quietest downtown I’ve seen in a 
large American city, very clean and very white with no 
sign of the homeless you see in Denver. We crossed 
over the Missouri River so that Heather could scratch 
Iowa off her state map. It was interesting talking to the 
people. This is Trump country; they have no time for 
liberals like me.

The drive back from Omaha was 561 miles which 
we covered in just over seven hours. This is the point 
of the US road trip. Sometimes you want to wander 
and see people and places but sometimes it is worth 
averaging 80mph and getting home for dinner.  

One of the good things about where we live is that 
we are a mile from the freeway, but on a Friday night 
it is often the site of noisy car races. The police claim 
they can’t identify the culprits. Many remove their 
number plates, others use opaque plastic covers to 
make plate recognition impossible and, in the Land of 
the Free, there are very few traffic cameras.  

Meanwhile I have set up a bird camera on our back 
patio, so I don’t need patience, it’s all captured online – 
and I have a bunch of brownie points with my wife from 
a trip to Nebraska.  I think I’ll take the plates off my 
Dodge Charger and go racing in the streets.

Mike Ward
mike@mikeaward.com
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Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

To discuss ironwork commissions 
large or small, please contact  

Alex for an appointment
Alex is also available to cater bbq’d events 

See insta @thebarbequeblacksmith
07779 256639 alex1moss@hotmail.com

Kempster Place, Philcote Street,  
Deddington OX15 0TB

John Dovey
FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant

•	Limited	companies,	Partnerships	&	
Sole	traders

•	Accounts	prepared
•	Self	Assessment	Tax	Return	
completion

•	MTD	advice	&	support
•	Book-keeping	services
•	New	business	start-ups
•	Personal	&	Corporate	tax	advice
•	Company	secretarial	services
•	VAT	and	payroll
•	Wills	and	probate	services

email:	jmd@johndovey.co.uk	
telephone:	01869	233003	
mobile:	07801	658328
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D

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
Brickwork Cleaning
Patio & Driveway Cleaning
Solar Panel & Skylight CIeaning
Installation of Bird Protection

Enhance the appearance of  
your property with our  
quality assured, friendly service

01865 362797  
info@mossinator.co.uk

MOSSINATOR
R O O F  C L E A N I N G  S Y S T E M S

®

N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury streams Mass daily at 9.30am Monday to Friday, at 10.00am on Saturday and 
11.15am on Sunday on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

MARCH
Mon:  8.45am Morning Prayer
Wed:  10.00am Holy Communion (healing prayer 
   on 4th Wednesday)
Thu:  9.30am Tea + Toast and Squiggles and 
   Wiggles
Fri:  8.45am Morning Prayer

Sun 5  10.30am Holy Communion
  3.00pm 3 O’Clock Family Service
  6.00pm Choral Evensong
Sun 12 10.30am Holy Communion
Sat 18 3.00pm Confirmation Service 

Sun 19 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 26 10.30am Holy Communion

Hempton
Thu 9 7.00pm Ascension Day service 
Sun 19 9.00am Holy Communion

Barford St Michael
Sun 5 10.30am Coffee and Chat 
Sun 12 9.00am Communion
Sun 19 10.30am Family Service
Sun 26 10.30am Family Holy Communion

Last month we welcomed Nick Fielden as the new vicar of Deddington. Please find his contact details below. 
On Saturday 11 May we are holding a Bring and Share lunch at 12.00 noon in the parish church in support of 
Christian Aid week. Richard Teare will speak on ‘Focus on Burundi’. Donations can be made at https://bit.ly/
DtonMay24 instead of in the old red envelopes.

Deddington church is open throughout the day for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. Ser-
vices are streamed live. Please see the church website or Facebook page for updates, www.deddingtonchurch.
org and https://www.facebook.com/DeddingtonChurch.

For baptisms and weddings, funerals and home visits in case of illness please contact the Vicar, Nick Fielden 
on 01869 934794, vicar@deddingtonchurch.org, or one of the church wardens; Deddington: Stan Nelson, 
01869 337883, or wardens@deddingtonchurch.org. Barfords: Sue Addison, 07484 718791, Sally Barber, 07776 
241218, or barfordchurches234@gmail.com.

CAST have now signed up for the police speed watch 
initiatives as this is the only way to collect speed data 
which the authorities must take note of. We are all 
hoping Upper Larkrise and Candleford will join us PDQ.

Book Club has been adjourning to the Red Lion 
lately to enjoy the superb Sussex Harvey’s bitter on 
offer there. It is very sad to see mine host working out 
his final days up in Candleford and I hope Candleford 
folk express adequately their gratitude for the way he 
and his staff have served our community. Goodbye 
and bonne chance.

There is excitement here as attention is being 
diverted to overweight vehicles coming through and 
shortening the life of County Bridge, first built in the 
1600s. A car transporter nearly got stuck and the vio-
lence expressed towards a law-abiding villager, who 
happened to be in front of him, caused such great 
concern that the details were forwarded to our rural 
police commander. More recently, a broken down, 
overweight, horse lorry was seen waiting for an HGV 
recovery truck. Why the retired folk of this corner of 
paradise didn’t ‘have a chat’ to the driver is anyone’s 
guess. However, the closure of County Bridge would 
be welcomed by many as post-alcohol plans drawn 

up towards the end of a Duck Book Club could attest. 
This plan revolved around lifting off the key stone early 
one morning with a trolley jack. Happily, this plan was 
left in the dregs tray.

We have been well into what used to be called the 
purdah rule that prevents certain types of lobbying 28 
days before a ballot, so I can’t tell you to vote for our 
Neighbourhood Plan on 2 May, for the reasons you all 
know so well, so I won’t. I know how to follow rules, but 
I will remind you to vote and take photo ID. My 1982 
passport will get another outing. 

The other day I was invited to the licensing of our 
new vicar when I got an invite from the PCC as well, 
showing they don’t quite have a grasp on the réalité 
of life down here, but it made me smile. Commitments 
prevent me from attending.

The rat and vermin count seems to be lower these 
days, so perhaps our counter-measures are having an 
effect but, as spring is springing, we’ll be looking out 
closely in the weeks ahead.

Remember, any news to me, please.
Martin Bryce  

martinDNbryce@gmail.com

NEWS FROM CLIFTON
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Hempton’s volunteer litter pickers gave their time on 
the weekend of 23 March to clean up our corner of 
the parish. In addition to the usual haul of discarded 
fast food and drink containers, beer cans, confection 
wrappers, vapes and fag packets, there were yet more 
donations from the phantom tyre dumper and some-
one who possibly painted their bedroom and had no 
use for the empty paint tin and decided their bedroom 
furniture didn’t fit the new décor.

Hempton resident, Mary Parker, is the very proud 
mum of two times World Women’s Senior Snooker 
Champion, Tessa Davidson. Tessa competed on the 
women’s tour from 1988–95 and again from 1998–99, 
during which time she won three UK Women’s Cham-
pionship titles and achieved a highest ranking of fourth 
in the women’s rankings. In 1991, Tessa made a break 
of 135 at the British Open, then the highest achieved 
on the women’s tour.

After 1999, she took a 23-year break from com-
petitive snooker to raise a family, but returned to the 
sport in 2022 and now competes on the women’s and 
women’s seniors’ tour. Since her return, she has won a 
number of women’s seniors’ titles, including the World 
Women’s Seniors Championship in 2022 and again, 
defeating Han Feng 3–1 in the final at Dongguan, 
China, in 2024. As of March, she was ranked ninth in 
the women’s rankings, as well as first in the women’s 
seniors’ rankings. Tessa was named the Banbury 
Guardian’s Sports Personality of the Year for 2023. 
She is based out of Fast Eddie’s Pool and Snooker Hall 
in South Bar where she is passing on her knowledge 
to the next generation by running a weekly academy.

Having recently started mowing the lawns, I noticed 
the almost complete thatch of moss (poor drainage, 
shade and years of neglect) was peppered with small 
craters. In recent years we have been entertained in 
spring by grey squirrels digging into the thatch to ex-
hume hazel nuts stashed away in the previous autumn. 
We never seem to observe the inhumation. This year 
we noticed a change in activity. Rather than exhuming 
nuts to stuff into their bulging cheeks or scoffing the nut 
on the spot, they collected great bundles of moss and 
grass before zipping up the sycamore at the corner of 
the garden. I have not been notified by CDC’s planning 

department of the development, but the squirrels are 
moving in and building a nest.

Broad leaf trees are their preferred habitat and the 
nest or ‘drey’ is usually situated in the cleavage at the 
fork of two branches or close to the trunk, at least six 
metres above the ground. They may also occupy any 
handy hole in the trunk and have been known to squat 
in magpie nests and vice versa. I can’t actually see 
the nest; it is either camouflaged by the dense grape 
ivy ascending the trunk or this route is a decoy and 
the nest is situated in some other tree. Being fairly 
affluent, they are not content with one drey but often 
build a second, more open one, in which to spend the 
summer or sometimes modify the winter abode.

Their bushy tail plays an important thermo-regula-
tory role; used to catch the sun while sunbathing, to 
give shade during intense heat and acting as a blanket 
during cold weather. The tail has a large surface area 
to volume ratio, which means it loses heat rapidly, 
despite the fur. A network of blood vessels at the base 
of the tail allows warm blood to be pumped straight 
to the tail in hot weather, allowing heat to be radiated 
to the environment and cooling the animal. In colder 
conditions, by contrast, warm blood from the heart 
goes through a counter-current heat exchange system 
where it passes close enough to cooler blood coming 
back from the tail to allow its heat to radiate into the 
cooler blood and return directly to the body. Tails are 
also used during social interactions, with vigorous tail 
flicking accompanying many vocalisations, and when 
scent-marking.

The grey squirrel is regarded as an invasive non- 
native species, following its inclusion under Schedule 
9 of the Wildlife and Country Act 1981 (WCA). Sched-
ule 9 makes it illegal to release a Grey into the wild or 
allow one to escape, without a licence. This means if 
you trap one, you are obliged to dispatch it humanely.

Donations to crowd fund restoration of Mount 
Pleasant had not changed since last month’s news-
letter standing at £25.

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

The April issue of DN carried an article about the 
ideas behind No Mow May and how the PC hopes 
to be both environmentally aware and smart in what 
it proposes across the parish for 2024. This year we 
have a scaled-down scheme following a review of the 
2023 experience. In short, we do less – but do it better.

Our grass-cutting contractor has a series of maps 
which their operatives will follow during May and June. 
These indicate which areas are to be left uncut; the 
edges of the areas will be marked with stakes and 
netting and a sign will reinforce what the scheme is all 
about. A QR code will also point to where to find further 
information. At the end of the period, the grass cuttings 

will be removed by hand to promote the emergence 
of wildflowers.

If you want to see the maps, which cover Gaveston 
Green, Goose Green, Mill Close, The Grange, Wim-
born Close, Welford’s Piece, Steepness Hill, Hempton, 
and the Castle Grounds, please go to Deddington 
Online, www.deddington.org.uk.

This year’s scheme will be assessed again at the 
end of the season. Let’s give it a chance to work, 
then let us know what you think – all comments will 
be taken on board. 

Mary Robinson
maryrobinson.dpc@gmail.com 

NO MOW MAY – DOING LESS BUT BETTER

NEWS FROM HEMPTON
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every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400
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Puppy
Classes

• Teach your puppy to sit, wait, walk 
on lead, come when called & more!
• Have a sociable & well-trained dog
• Puppy play and socialisaaon
• It's easy and fun for all the family
• Classes held in Deddington

info@canine-paradise.com
Tel: 07967 620 558

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk
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What do three horseshoes, nine pence in old mon-
ey and a military button have in common? Well, nor-
mally not very much. The connection here is a story 
about the blood, sweat and tears of digging out a gar-
den when, in May 1997, we moved to Deddington to 
a new build on what had been a farm field between 
The Daedings and the Manor Farm Barns complex 
on Hempton Road. It was three years of back-aching 
and frustrating work. 

First a thin layer of topsoil disguising lay-
ers of bricks, breezeblocks, house stones, 
wood, nails, roofing felt, concrete, wire, a 
scaffolding pole and much more, all em-
bedded in builder’s diggings and clay that 
was either wet and sticky or baked hard, 
depending on the weather. The rubble had 
to be removed. We were told that our back 
garden had been used as a storage area by 
the builders and it showed. 

We had permission to put the rubble in 
the builder’s skips. But once they left there 
were numerous trips to the local tip. Thank 
goodness they didn’t charge for bags of 
rubble in those days. Dozens of trips to the 
tip with dozens of bags would have robbed 
us of money we needed to spend at garden 
centres, which at that time offered a dis-
count to members of a now-defunct local 
garden society that we had joined.

We finally broke through to a dark lay-
er of rich soil that we presume was at the 
level of the original field. It is here that we 
found history. First up were the three horse-
shoes in the front garden. Two medium-                                                                                                                                          
sized shoes and one very small pony-sized 
shoe. They were found close to an old 
stone wall just in front of the house, pos-
sibly at one time part of an old field gate-
way. Perhaps those of you who have lived 
in Deddington, before the development of 
Gaveston Gardens, saw the horses and po-
nies in the field or maybe you owned them? 
We displayed the horseshoes in our open 
porch but sadly they disappeared; enough 
said of that.

However, it led to us to speculate on the 
significance of three horseshoes because 
what is now Rothbury House in Victoria Terrace was 
then called The Three Horseshoes. We discovered 
that in the past Deddington boasted two inns called 
The Three Horseshoes. Today, both are houses. The 
second, on New Street, can still be identified by its 
name and bears a plaque with three horseshoes. 

So why call inns The Three Horseshoes? Re-
search suggested that the three horseshoes in the 
coat of arms of the Worshipful Company of Farriers, 
dating back to 1356, were adopted by wayside inns 
to indicate to travellers that there was a blacksmith or 
farrier nearby for horses that arrived with only three 
shoes, having thrown one. Deddington has had vari-
ous farriers over the years, the most recent of whom 

From the top: 
Corroded 

Victorian Royal 
Artillery button; 
head and tails 

1920 silver 
sixpence; 1943 
head and tails 
thrupenny bit

DIGGING UP THE PAST
was Fred Tibbetts at the Archway on New Street.

But back to the dig, there were the usual shards 
of blue and white pottery but they were discarded 
with the rest of the rubble. Our excitement was to 
find a George V silver sixpence dated 1920. It was 
during 1920 that the silver content of a sixpence was 
reduced from 92.5% to 50% because of the escalat-
ing cost of silver. From 1946 they were made from 

cupronickel. The person who lost this sixpence 
could have bought a pint of beer in 1920.

Next, we found a George VI thrupenny bit, 
dated 1943. This 12-sided coin was made from 
nickel brass. Introduced in 1937, its unique size 
and shape were much loved during World War 
II because it was easy to identify during black-
outs. The person who lost this coin could prob-
ably have bought a cup of tea and had a penny 
change in 1943. Decimalisation of the currency 
in 1971 saw the end of its use and that of the 
sixpence in your Christmas pudding.

Finally, my favourite find: a military button. 
How did it get there, who lost it and who lost the 
money? These are things I shall never know 
but they are part of Deddington’s history. More 
research suggested that the button belonged 
to someone who was a Royal Artillery Volun-
teer. The crown appears to be Queen Victoria’s 
crown. Although in fairly poor condition, the 
button seems to be of the style of ‘other ranks 
white metal’, dated between 1837 and 1901. I 
have looked through the History section of the 
Deddington Online website but have been un-
able to identify anyone who was a Royal Artil-
lery volunteer in Victorian times.

Unfortunately, there were no Roman coins 
or Anglo-Saxon brooches, no Saxon hoard, but 
to me these finds are little pieces of treasure 
that were found, against all the odds, under 
mounds of clay and rubble.

Deddington has such a long and rich history, 
many people in the village will have found more 
interesting or evocative objects as they dig their 
gardens. Even a milk bottle can be of interest. 
One avid gardener found an intact Co-opera-
tive Society bottle. No ordinary bottle, though: 
this one would have held one-third of a pint of 
free school milk. Free milk was given to chil-

dren under 18 in England and Wales under the 1944 
Education Act. The Labour government withdrew free 
school milk to children in secondary schools in 1968, 
and in 1971 Margaret Thatcher, then Secretary of 
State for Education, removed free school milk from 
children over the age of seven, leading to her nick-
name Milk Snatcher. 

Many will recall the delights of the milk too warm 
in summer and in winter finding the frozen milk was 
sticking out the top crowned by its silver top.

So even the most mundane items can have a story 
to tell or lead to a history lesson. Share stories of your 
finds by dropping a line to The Deddington News.

Jane Price, treasurer@deddingtonnews.co.uk
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I would imagine that most of us have, at 
sometime in our lives, read a book that 
was so insightful and original in prem-
ise that it changed our outlook on the 
world we live in. For me, it was a work 
by anthropologist and historian Joseph 
Tainter who, in 1988, authored,The 
Collapse of Complex Societies.  In 
wanting to look at whether there was 
a recurring phenomenon in societies 
that were once robust and growing 
(he cites the Romans, the Mayas 
and 22 other civilisations that are no 
more), he found that what they all had 
in common was that they had become 
massively complex. In particular, he noted that there 
was a monetary, labor and energy cost to complexity 
that, when pushed to the limit, gave ever diminishing 
returns.  For example, when Roman occupation met 
its limits at Hadrian’s Wall, the tax base was not equal 
to the cost of paying for soldiers, their provisions and 
fortifi cations. In a way, Imperial Rome had come to live 
in a silo, looking only up but not out, and with a world-
view that could not see their way of life had become 
too costly and complex to go on as it was.

Resisting the temptation to wonder if we might 
follow suit, still I can’t help wondering if we’re not 
living in public policy silos of our own. One of the fi rst 
examples that comes to mind is the UK’s national 
penchant for historic preservation. I, for one, have 
long admired eff orts by government and other public 
organisations to preserve important buildings in the 
UK, many of which are residential and commercial 
structures still in use. What I do not at all admire are 
policies that prevent these buildings from becoming 
energy-effi  cient. A view outside the silo would show 
that we have by far the least energy effi  cient building 
stock in Europe. For example, at 0°C, if we turn the 
heat off , say for fi ve hours, the average UK house will 
lose 3°C, whereas in colder countries like Norway 
the loss is only 0.9°C. On the horizon, if we continue 
to prevent the use of energy-effi  cient windows or 
even solar panels on listed buildings, they will not be 
habitable because occupants cannot aff ord to do so. 
What we are left with is to decide if old buildings retain 
some social or economic usefulness or if their cost of 
upkeep will consign them to become relics and ruins.

Next on my list of dubious silo policies is the pro-
motion by governments and environmentalists alike 
for electric vehicles. As we own one, count me as an 
enthusiast. At present, most issues of public concern 
seem to be those related to driving range, time to 
recharge and the current shortage of well-maintained 
recharging stations. I have yet to see much in the way 
of media coverage on how we are going to provide 
the massive amounts of new electric power to convert 
our vehicle fl eet from petrol to electricity.  Rather than 
building new power plants, the UK has been importing 
ever greater quantities of electric power from abroad. 
Some of these countries rely on snowmelt to oper-

ate hydro-electric plants. As climate 
change takes its toll on that resource, 
their electricity-exporting future is 
bleak. Of equal concern is the lack of 
an electric power distribution network 
that is up to all the new electric load 
required for electric vehicles, as well 
as resolving the years-long backlog for 
connecting new sources to the grid. We 
have yet to see any eff ort to promote 
off -peak (nighttime) use for charging 
these vehicles, which is one way to get 
more capacity out of the transmission 
grid – and at a signifi cant cost savings .

Resisting further temptation to go 
on and on with this, I’ll wrap up with the 1989 silo that 
came about with the privatisation of  water companies 
in the UK. 

Media coverage of this particular silo has been 
widespread, continuous, and seldom complimentary. 
We’ve all read articles about how the neglect of and 
under-investment in water and waste water infrastruc-
ture puts us all at risk. 

One study last year showed that while modern 
waste water pipes might have a service life of 100 
years, the current replacement schedule by these 
private companies ranged from well over 1,000 years 
to 2,700 years in one case. It is way past time to step 
outside the silo on this one … off  by 100 years might 
be called a dilemma, but at over 1,000, the only word 
that fi ts is dystopia. Unlike a war or an economic 
crisis, we can’t hope to muddle through this one; the 
ownership of these water resources cannot remain in 
private hands.

A modern technological society is, of necessity, 
complex. This does not mean we can’t do a better job 
of looking to the horizon and reasoning out the logical 
consequences of our decisions. If policies fail to im-
prove our lives, I’d settle for them not making things 
worse. Or, as Hamlet once said to his mum, ‘Do not 
spread compost on the weeds to make them ranker’.

Dan Desmond
dessr@outlook.com

IT’S HARD TO SEE THE HORIZON WHILST LIVING IN A SILO

Deddington Library
Our phone number has changed

In future, to contact us by 
phone, please call our new 

number:
01865 816010

The Green Man
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Always here to help local landlords

01869 337 346 cherry-lets.co.uk

Always here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlords

Deddington
Lettings

Specialists

Propertymark
Quali�ed
Experts

Local
Investment

Advice

Free
Regular

Newsletter
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Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com

SHM Automotive Limited

 Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

01869 254010  

mark@trebler.co.uk 

www.trebler.co.uk 

Furniture & Cabinet Maker 

I provide a highly skilled, efficient and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you require 
something new or have items that are worn, 
damaged or in need of alteration I can help. 

  Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, drawers, shelving, 
bookcases, wardrobes and storage solutions.                

Garden furniture and storage, flat pack furniture 
assembly and fitting, art installation and more. 

Commissions, Repairs, Restorations             
and Alterations - 26 years experience          
creating and caring for fine furniture  
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M40 JUNCTION 10 ROADWORKS
National Highways have scheduled work on the 
southbound off slip road of the M40 at Junction 10, 
connecting to the A43 roundabout, to start in June and 
continue until November. This will involve widening the 
southbound off slip to three lanes as it approaches the 
roundabout, providing smart signals at all junctions 
and clearing overgrown vegetation. Work will largely 
be done off-peak Monday to Friday between 9.30pm 
and 6.00am.

However, there will be a weekday daytime 
(6.00am–9:30pm) temporary 50mph speed limit, with 
the southbound slip road remaining open; a week-
day night time (9:30pm–6.00am) closure of the M40 
southbound exit slip, with the diversion to Junction 9 
and back; as well as 24-hour lane closures of the M40 
southbound approach nearside lane; 24-hour lane clo-
sures of A43 north and southbound, with a temporary 
50mph speed limit; and occasional weekday nighttime 
(9:30pm–6.00am) closures of the sections of the A43 
northbound or southbound.

Further details can be found at https://nationalhigh-
ways.co.uk/travel-updates/road-closure-report/. For 
questions or further information contact either National 
Highways Public Liaison Officer at EMcomms@amey.
co.uk or on 07568 605103, or the National Highways 
Customer Contact Centre, info@nationalhighways.
co.uk or 0300 123 5000. 

BLISSFUL THINKING
It’s been a bit peculiar to hear 
so many express surprise at 
the levels of precipitation, 
even after British Summer 
Time was declared not long 
after the vernal equinox. 
Climate scientists have been 
predicting for some time that 
climate change will mean 
uncomfortably hot and dry 
summers interspersed with 
exceptionally wet winters ... 

and boy, has it been wet!
I tried driving over the narrowed Barford bridge in early 
April – Barford lost its bar! The Clifton Everglades are 
as full as they’ve ever been in spring. I saw a lot of 
sheep had been let out to graze and I suspected the 
plan was for one to fall in, followed by its peers; cu-
mulatively soaking up the floodwater like a few dozen 
giant wool sponges. Sadly, driving past a few days lat-
er, I saw no sheep and even more water. The science 
had said no, despite the foolproof logic. With so much 
water around (nor any drop to drink), the suspicion fell 
on whoever had slain a bird of good omen. Investiga-
tions once again proved futile, as the A4260 seemed 
littered with such carrion. So, we remained deluged 
and awash, though perhaps by the time you read this, 
we may long for just a little of what we cursed in April.

Aaron Bliss, aaronjbliss@hotmail.com
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THE MYSTERY OF THE BODY IN THE CHURCH

In a recess in the south aisle of Deddington Church, 
near the porch, there is a stone effigy of a man, in 
legal attire, recumbent in an attitude of prayer, with no 
indication as to his identity. The tomb has been dated 
on stylistic grounds to c.1330, making it the oldest 
surviving monument in the church.

Until recently, the only recorded attempt to iden-
tify the effigy was by F. E. Howard in the Deddington 
Deanery Magazine in 1931, who briefly opined, with-
out much evidence, that the effigy was that of Ralph 
de Bereford of Barford St. John. The identity of the 
unidentified lawyer has recently aroused academic 
interest, having been exhaustively researched by 
Nigel Saul, Emeritus Professor of Mediaeval History at 
Royal Holloway College, an authority on early church 
tomb monuments. Professor Saul has written up his 
findings in the 2023 issue of Oxoniensia, the journal 
of the Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society. 

Several Ralph de Berefords were recorded in the 
Deddington area in the 1320s, another at Barford St 
Michael for instance, and there were a number of plac-
es in the country called Barford, whilst ‘de Bereford’ 
may have been toponymic; that is, a name based on 
a place rather than a specific family name.

Although there is no direct evidence, Professor 
Saul concludes, on a balance of probabilities, that the 
effigy is likely to be of Ralph de Bereford (died 1329), 
a justice and commissioner, who may have taken his 
name from Barford in southeast Wiltshire, rather than 
Ralph de Bereford of Barford St John. In researching 
the career of Ralph de Bereford, Professor Saul high-
lighted his connection with the notorious Despensers, 
Hugh the elder and Hugh the younger, the unpopular 
favourites of Edward II (1307–27), and his participa-
tion in hearings to try those involved in attacks, in 
1322, on Despenser properties in north Oxfordshire, 
including Deddington, and on the properties of William 
Aylmer, rector of Deddington (1318–28). Aylmer was 
a nominee of the elder Despenser, lord of the Duchy 
manor and patron of the living. He was a wealthy cleric, 
employing a steward and bailiff to manage his various 
estates. It is unclear to what extent Aylmer may have 
lived in Deddington, as he employed two chaplains.

In the consequent 1322 legal proceedings, one 
of the charges lists 95 parties, including 16 women, 
accused, ‘with others’, of breaking into Aylmer’s prop-
erties in ‘Dadyngton’ (or ‘Dadynton’) and Caversham, 
and carrying away his goods, suggestive of the oc-
currence of a riot or riots. The list of defendants also 
includes a Ralph de Bereford, perhaps from Barford 
St John or Barford St Michael.

The elder Despenser was a ruthless and un-
principled character, whilst his son’s behaviour was 
even more unsavoury. It has been suggested that 
the younger Despenser had a relationship with the 
king similar to that of an earlier royal favourite, Piers 
Gaveston, who was briefly held at the rectory house 
(now Castle House) next to the church in Deddington 
in 1312, before being abducted and executed.

The unreasonable behaviour of the two Despens-
ers, who made themselves indispensable to the king, 
resulted in civil war with most of the barons and the 
queen. Both the Despensers were captured by the 
barons in 1326 and executed. The hapless Edward II 
was forced to abdicate in 1327.

On account of the Despenser connection, there-
fore, the inhabitants of Deddington had direct experi-
ence in the 1320s of the turbulence associated with 
the troubled reign of Edward II.

David French
dj@french.myzen.co.uk

A link to David’s article can be found on the History 
Home Page, https://tinyurl.com/47ynp7jj.

PFSU AND NURSERY
We would like to say a huge thank you to the church, 
the Flower Shop, the library and Wellness at New 
Street for their help with this year’s Easter trail. We are 
pleased to announce we raised a fantastic £310 for 
the Nursery and PFSU. We would also like the thank 
the families who took part. We hope you had fun and 
really appreciate your continued support. 

Charlotte Witka
charlotte@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for a FREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk
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Timothy C. Rose - Director
Tracey J. Rose - Coordinator

01295 262247
E: treetopscomltd@btinternet.com

www.treetopspro.com

= Tree Surgery
= Surveys
= Hedge Trimming

= Landscaping
= Consultancy
= Log Sales

= Landscape Management

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING 
CONTRACTORS
n Domestic & Commercial

n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 110 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001

Foot Health Practitioner
Caroline Tindale 

DipCFHP MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:
 Nail trimming
 Treatment for thickened 

and fungal nails
 Corns
 Callus
 Ingrown nails
 Diabetic foot care

Tel: 07899 017927
Email:
carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com
www.carolinefoothealth.co.uk

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:

carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN  DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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LETTERS
FROM BRYN WILLIAMS, 
DEDDINGTON
On 2 May I shall be stepping down 
as your Cherwell District Councillor.

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank our dedicated and 
hard-working parish councillors and 
clerk, the residents of the parish 
and the wider community for your 
support, as I’ve been proud to serve 
you for the past 10 years.

I hope that during that time I’ve had a positive 
effect and made a difference in some small way to 
one or more along the way. The commitment has 
been challenging and demanding at times, especially 
when holding down a full-time job but, overall, I’m 
very pleased that I said yes, all those years ago. On 
reflection, it’s been humbling and rewarding but an 
absolute privilege.

Should my successor prevail in the local elections, 
please make him welcome and extend the same 
support and respect as I’ve enjoyed, for which my 
sincere thanks.

FROM CHRISTOPHER HALL, DEDDINGTON
For many years Deddington residents have responded 
generously to Christian Aid Week each May, giving 
well in excess of £1,000. This year the traditional red 
envelope has become digital. Donations can now 
be made on https://bit.ly/DtonMay24, using bank or 
credit cards. 

The focus is on Christian Aid’s work with partners 
in Burundi, supporting recovery from historic ethnic 
tensions. Now climate change is hitting food produc-
tion, putting up prices and causing domestic abuse. 
One practical solution is helping women like Aline to 
become self-supporting. On Saturday 11 May, Richard 
Teare from Gaveston Gardens will be sharing how his 
agency promotes ‘Community-led solutions to malnu-
trition in Burundi’. Everyone is welcome to a ‘bring and 

share lunch’ in the parish church from 
12.00 noon.

FROM GEOFF TODD, 
DEDDINGTON
Don Walker – Deddington Beeches 
Bowls Club
Reading Rob Forsyth’s tribute to the 
late Don Walker in April’s Deddington 
News recalled my early encounters 
with him and his dad, Percy. When 

I moved to the village, 40 years ago, they were both 
active members of the Deddington Beeches Bowls 
Club in Earls Lane, as were Don’s wife, Ruth, and 
their son, Michael.

Both on the green and at post match teas, Don 
and other village characters would swap tales about 
the villagers and of the time when the village had two 
bowls clubs, one for the farmers and gentlemen and 
a second for ‘the others’.

One of the tales told was of the delivery of the 
former Great Western Railway coach where we took 
tea. The coach was installed in what was, at the time, 
Maurice French’s garden at the end of the bowling 
green. Maurice, like the late Fred Deely, bowled for 
the county team.

After-match teas were provided by members and 
were followed by a raffle. Raffle prizes often included 
produce from Don’s and fellow members’ gardens.

The former green and the neighbouring tennis court 
were subsequently built on in Monty Spencer’s time 
and are now known as The Beeches, recognising its 
former use. The club moved to a new green at the 
Windmill Centre but sadly closed a few years ago.

Please address all letters to:
JILL CHEESEMAN

37 THE DAEDINGS, DEDDINGTON
letters@deddingtonnews.co.uk

and include your name and address
even if they are not for publication

Are you feeling snowed under with 
too much admin?

I am an experienced PA.
Do you need an extra pair of hands 

to help with childcare?
Would you like help with cooking 
or filling your empty deep freeze?

Or perhaps you need a fully insured 
dog walker from time to time?

Call Hannah on 0774 077 1520 
or email 

hmddawson@hotmail.com

FROM THE FIRE STATION
The night crew has had a month of undisturbed sleep 
as the alerter has stayed firmly silent, with the day crew 
picking up all the activity – standbys, fire, ambulance 
assistance and even a rescue from a bog!

Training has, as always, continued with plenty of 
variety. For those in Banbury a couple of weeks ago, 
the cordoning off of the Castle Quay multi-storey car 
park was an exercise in response to the Luton airport 
car park fire last year.

The exercise simulated a hybrid car on fire, with 
one known and one unknown casualty, on the top floor 
of the car park. Three crews attended – from Banbury, 
Deddington and Hook Norton. Multiple Breathing 
Apparatus crews were committed, taking hose reel 
jets to locate and extinguish the fire. Both casualties 
were treated for the effects of smoke inhalation. The 
exercise was successful and completed before the 
shops opened their doors for 10.00am Sunday trading.

We have also seen an upturn in requests for smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarm testing and fitment, which 
have all been sorted for the local community.

FF James Greenwood
james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk
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Photographic Society
At our March meeting members presented their fa-
vourite photos or photography style. There was quite 
a variety, including fabric and textile printing, film 
photography, portraiture, use of gel lighting, flash and 
blur techniques and flour dancing, street photography, 
printed landscapes, inside flowers, ‘looking up from the 
ground’, with reflections and abstracts and UV pho-
tography. The latter produces astounding flower and 
fern photos. The monthly topic was ‘Fine Art: Found’, 
which pushed members to photograph found objects 
in a fine art style.

The monthly topic for our April meeting, also our 
AGM, was ‘What is it?’

We welcome new members to our society nights 
on the first Wednesday of each month. For further in-
formation have a look at our website, addphoto.co.uk 
or find us on Facebook.com/add.photosoc.

Courtney Killpack

Women’s Institute
Our March meeting was our AGM when we reviewed 
the past year’s activities and the president and com-
mittee were re-elected. We finished with an interesting 
quiz on the history of Deddington.

Our speaker in April was Peter Barker from the 
Otmoor Trust who spoke about ‘Otmoor: a Wetland 
Restored’. When the site was farmland, it was too 
wet for many crops and so drainage channels were 
put in. It didn’t improve the situation sufficiently, so the 
decision was taken to restore it as a rare habitat of 
lowland mixed grassland. Otmoor has a clay subsoil 
and so the restoration was a big success. 

Now it is well managed and extended, and home 
to several rare species, especially birds. Raptors use 
the site in large numbers and it is home to cuckoos 
and bitterns. There are also rare plants, including 
the fen violet, only known in Otmoor and on a site in 
Cambridgeshire. I can see that there will be trips taken 
by many members in the warmer weather.

Moira Byast
deddingtonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Holly Tree Club
The Holly Tree Club’s AGM is on Monday 13 May in 
the parish church at 10.00am.  Coffee and cake will be 
served following the meeting – and it’s free.

We will be open for coffee on both bank holidays 
in May, 10.30am as usual.

Julia Cork
julia.cork@thedha.org

Deddington and District History Society
In March, Melanie King gave a fascinating and en-
tertaining talk entitled ‘Can Onions Cure Earache?’.

Her information on eighteenth century illnesses 
and cures was largely based on the 1769 publication 
of Domestic Medicine by Dr William Buchan. This 
first self-help medicinal book is now in the National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

Bad diets, poor housing, unsanitary conditions and 
clothes riddled with fleas were rife. Open fires were a 
common cause of accidents in the home and horses 
were responsible for many in the outdoors. Burns were 
treated with a homemade lotion of salad oil mixed with 
egg. If blisters appeared ‘Turners Serate’ was used, 
known today as calamine lotion.

Common cures for many illnesses were blood let-
ting, induced vomiting, purging or herbal cures. The 
practice of bleeding often involved leeches – clergy 
men and teachers were among those recognised as 
qualified to carry out the task. Bleeding had its haz-
ards. George Washington died in 1799, bled to death 
from a sore throat as 35% of his blood was extracted. 
For many poor people a bread and milk poultice, 
sometimes with onions or garlic (both have antiseptic 
qualities) was the panacea.

‘Taking the waters’ was a favoured option for the 
rich. Gout, more prevalent in the 18th century than 
today due to the lead content in pipes causing an 
increase in uric acid, really could be relieved by the 
spa waters at Bath as they were effective in drawing 
out lead from the body.

Finally, Melanie King noted that Dr Buchan praised 
the benefits of gardening for physical exercise and 
‘calming of the mind’. Plus ça change …

Please note that in a change to the printed pro-
gramme, the speaker at the May meeting will be 
Simon Wenham talking about the varied landscape 
of religious belief in Victorian and Edwardian Britain, 
with particular emphasis on Oxfordshire.

Jean Dipper
jean.dipper28@gmail.com

Iron Down Sculpture Studio
This new creative art space is perfect for amateurs, 
hobbyists, newbies and artists who want to sculpt in 
all forms. Having to relocate from our original home 
in Bicester, Iron Down Farm, has offered us a superb 
space in the old calf barn, full of light and warmth.

The studio has many materials and tools to inspire 
imaginative art, including, wood, metal, stone and clay. 
Although, at present, we do not offer formal classes, 
the current members, whose knowledge and experi-
ence span many years, offer a supportive environment.

The current artists are celebrating their new home 
by  hosting Oxfordshire Artweeks as venue 15 over the 
first two weekends in May (4–6 and 10–12), providing 
a chance to see the studio and original pieces. It is 
a brilliant opportunity to chat to the artists about their 
work and we look forward to seeing you.

For more information, please contact me.
Wendy Edmundson

wendyedmundson@hotmail.com

Deddington Playgroup
Do you have a baby, toddler or pre-schooler? Would 
you like to meet other local mums, dads and carers? 
This month we are open Friday 10 and Friday 24 May, 
9:45–11:45am at the Windmill Centre. We would love 

CALLING ALL CLUBS
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860
Email: blox.dent@nhs.net

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

 Bloxham Dental Practice 
Bloxham Dental @ Banbury 
Banbury Orthodontics

For healthy teeth  
and a beautiful smile…
Providing excellent dental care for you 
and your family, our highly qualified 
team of dentists and orthodontists offer:

n Teeth whitening
n Composite bonding and  

tooth-coloured fillings
n Cosmetic crowns and veneers
n Invisalign and other teeth 

straightening options  
with our Specialist Orthodontist

n Implants to replace missing teeth
n Hygiene services

Accepting new patients on a private 
basis, we have a dental membership 
plan and offer finance options to help 
you spread the cost of your dental care.

Contact us today for an 
appointment

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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THE LOG DOG 

FIREWOOD SUPPLIER 

Contact Joe on 01295 256436            
 

www.thelogdog.co.uk 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings off er nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualifi ed and experienced staff  work 
closely with families to develop children’s confi dence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing fl exible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Off ering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profi t charity run by professional staff .

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff  are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We off er friendly, fl exible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247
Charity No: 1117963

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043
Charity No: 1100275
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you to come and join us!
We have lots of space for the children to run and 

play, plus loads of brilliant toys – ball pit, slide, seesaw, 
tunnels, ride-on cars, play kitchen, dolls, dinosaurs, 
musical instruments, baby gyms and more.

We provide drinks and snacks for the little ones and 
the grown-ups can enjoy a hot drink and cake while 
having a chat. Admission is £4 per family. There is no 
need to book. Just turn up and you can pay with card 
or cash. You are welcome to arrive and leave at any 
time during the session; you don’t have to stay for the 
whole time. We look forward to meeting you.

Helen Carpenter
deddingtonbabyandtoddler@gmail.com

Book Group
We found much to enjoy in The Perfect Golden Circle 
by Benjamin Myers. Set in 1989, it is a fictionalised 
account of mysterious and intricate crop circles which 
appear across the countryside of southern England. 
Two men, Calvert and Redbone, work at night in great 
secrecy, their results attracting huge media attention 
and even claims of alien intervention. The very different 
characters of the two men are glimpsed gradually, trac-
ing the respectful relationship between them – Calvert, 
a disciplined but traumatised Falklands veteran and 
Redbone, leading a chaotic life yet inspired to create 
elaborate designs. 

The land is the other star, together with its magnifi-
cence, history, flora and fauna, and the need to protect 
it from those who do not care. Just once or twice we felt 
that Myers had allowed his own perceptions to intrude 
but this was a minor point. The novel is beautifully 
written, filled with lyrical descriptions and a mixture of 
adventure, humour and humanity. 

The Book Group

Royal British Legion
We are very pleased to welcome four new members to 
the branch : Mrs Angie Brimacombe, Sir Frank Davies 
and Mr Rodney and Mrs Anne Hayward. 

The 80th Anniversary of D-Day is on 6 June and 
will be marked in various ways across the country. 
In Deddington the Union Flag will be hoisted on our 
flagpole in the Market Place at 6.30am, this being the 
time at which General Hobart’s ‘Funnies’ began their 
advance guard assault on Gold and Sword Beaches. 
(More about this former Deddington resident can be 
read at www.deddingtonhistory.uk/people/indexh/
generalhobart.) A piper will play ‘Hielan Laddie’, as did 
Piper Bill Millin on Sword Beach as the troops fought 
their way ashore. The Union Flag will remain flying 
under the watchful gaze of our arms reversed WWI 
soldier silhouette, Private ‘Archie’ Gomm, until 25 July, 
which was the date when the Allies finally broke out of 
Normandy and began their advance on Paris. 

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Local Vocals Community Choir
The new term sees us working towards a possible 
concert in the summer, polishing off those songs we 
learnt last term as well as resurrecting some from last 
year and starting afresh with some new ones. We will 
certainly be kept busy. I’m delighted to say our num-
bers have been increasing and the sound produced is 
benefitting as a result. New members will be warmly 
welcomed.

To find out more about our choir, which meets 
7.30pm at the primary school each Monday during 
term time, please go to our website www.localvocalscc.
co.uk

Alison Grieve

Deddington Town FC
First Team results
16.03.24 Hardwick Sports Club  (a) L 2–3  Arnold 
     (2)
23.03.24 Hanwell United (a) (CUP) L 1–2
Reserve Team results
09.03.24 Hardwick Spts   L 0–2
  Res (h) (CUP)
16.03.24 Kings Sutton Res (h)  W 7–1 Gabrielli,  
     Jones, B. (2), 
     Reed (2) ,  
     Pascoe (2)
23.03.24 Tysoe United (h)   W 1–0
30.03.24 Longford Park Dev (h) (CUP) W 3–2
04.04.24 Swis Reserves (h) (CUP) L 0–1
06.04.24 Bodicote Spts Res (a)  L 3–6
We’re into the home straight now and both teams have 
picked up some serious steam. Sadly, the Humbugs 
came close but have been denied a cigar, after they 
fell gallantly at the semi-final stage of the Mid-Oxon 
Cup. Meanwhile, a defeat at Hardwick, combined 

with other teams’ games in hand, conspired to knock 
them off the division summit. With one league match 
remaining, they have an outside chance of finishing 
third, which would still be an excellent season, but the 
denial of glory will smart and, no doubt, serve as fire 
for the next challenges.
The Reserves/Latics have had their fixture backlog 
come back to haunt them somewhat, playing three 
matches in eight days and losing two of them. How-
ever, the matches prior to that contained some great 
victories, particularly the Kings Sutton match which 
saw three players claim braces, as they racked up 
a magnificent seven in style. They sit comfortably in  
mid-table as the season reaches its thrilling
denouement.

Aaron Bliss
07909 642882

Deddington Town FC Youth
The Under 15s had an 8–3 home defeat to table-top-
ping Charlbury Town, with a hat-trick for Theo Flint.  

SPORT

CLUBS Continued from p22
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The Under 14s had a 3–3 draw with Clanfield, followed 
by a 2–0 win over Garden City in the cup.  The Under 
13s had a 3–3 draw away at Middleton Cheney with 
a hat-trick for Vinnie Holiday, followed by 4–0 win at 
Easington Sports. The Under 12s had a 3–3 draw with 
Carterton, followed by a 3–2 defeat at Charlbury Town.  
Wildcats
Dedicated football for girls is back for 2024. As the Li-
onesses start the defence of their Euro 2022 title, now 
is the time to get involved as a player or as a coach 
with Deddington Wildcats: non-competitive football for 
girls who want to give it a go for the first time or want 
to play with other girls of their own age. The focus is 
on having loads of fun and meeting new friends. We 
plan to return in the summer and will run sessions at 
the Windmill on Friday evenings between 5.30–6.30pm 
for girls who, next academic year, are in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2.

Deddington Town FC will support volunteers to 
become football coaches and get you started on your 
football journey.  We particularly want to recruit female 
coaches to work with the girls.  If you interested, please 
email me.
Get involved in volunteering 
There is still time to volunteer. We want to continue 
improving the pitches at the Windmill as well as work-
ing with the primary school in the future to improve its 
field. If you want to get involved and give a few hours 
back to the club, please get in touch with Roger Sykes 
for an informal chat about how you can help.

Further information about the club is on our website, 
www.deddingtontownfc/ or visit us on Facebook www.
facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc

Roger Sykes, 07899 914425
carsykes@btinternet.com

Tennis Club
The summer season is getting underway and we have 
lots going on at the club.
Teams
Our A team topped the Floodlit Banbury Leagues 
for the winter season for the second year running. 
We’re very proud of our squad, captained by Kathryn 
Hampshire, which has also included appearances 
for a couple of our juniors. The B team had a trickier 
season and are waiting to see if they stay in division 2 
next winter while the C team put in a solid performance 
in division 4. 

We also performed well in the weekend leagues, 
The ladies consolidated their first season in the 
premiership with a mid-table finish, the mixed weekend 
team finishing third in division 1, and our men’s team 
are promoted to division 3 for next winter. Summer 
fixtures are getting underway in the next week or two 
and we have high hopes for similarly strong perfor-
mances over the summer.
Chair
The club has a new Chair. After eight years, Ed Toll has 
stepped down and Becky Jones is taking on the role. 
Ed has made a big difference in his time as chair, not 

least in getting the floodlights installed and bringing 
in the new coaching set up, as well as being a com-
mitted player and captain. Thankfully he is staying on 
the committee but we would like to offer a huge thank 
you to him for all the time and effort he has put into 
the club over the years.
Summer events
We are bringing back two important club level events 
this summer: our Club Championships and the Open 
Day.

The Club Championships will take place over the 
next four months, with a final’s day in early September. 
The championships didn’t happen last year and we 
are hoping the break will have fired up the competitive 
spirit amongst club members.

The Open Day is a chance for members and 
non-members alike to come and meet some of the 
players, coaches, and committee and play tennis. If 
you’re someone who hasn’t played for a while and 
would like to come back to it, someone who’s always 
wanted to give it a go, someone who has realised 
they are now so rusty their kids can beat them, or just 
someone who’d like to meet some new people and try 
a new hobby, we’d love to see you. There are peo-
ple amongst our current members and team players 
who fit all those descriptions. It will be our first Open 
Day since before the pandemic and will take place 
on Sunday 9 June at the Club. There will be taster 
sessions, opportunities for social play, a barbecue as 
well as drinks and cakes. Exact times tbc but it will be 
most of the day.

Our website is currently being updated. There is 
a temporary site where you can book courts and find 
out about membership,but the new site should be live 
by the June edition.

Becky Jones
www.nick14.com/deddingtontennis/

Deddington Original Golf Society
The next DOGS Day out is to Copt Heath GC, 1220 
Warwick Road, Knowle, B93 9LN, on Monday 10 June. 
This is a subsidised event: £67 per DOGS member, 
£70 for guests. The interest in this venue is likely to 
be high, so please book as soon as possible. Arrival 
time is 10.00am for tea/coffee/bacon roll, followed by 
a first tee at 11.00am for 18 holes of golf, Stableford 
format, with prizes for best team score, individual score 
nearest the pin and longest drive.

Further information and how to book your place 
will be sent shortly. We look forward to the pleasure 
of your company.

Tony Lowe, 07710 477000
dogsgolf23@gmail.com

SPORT Continued from p25

1st Deddington Guides
The end of term was all about preparing for our an-
nual entertainment to raise money for local charities 
chosen by the Guides. It was a bit hectic and on the 
night several Guides were unwell but, undaunted, 

YOUTH
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DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk

All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Factory & Showroom: 
Norton house, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1SD

Email :info@cnglass.co.uk        
www.cnglass.co.uk One stop shop for all things glass

Visit us or call for a quote today

01295 263364

CN Glass is a one stop shop for 
all things glass: manufacturing, 
supply and installation.
  
Whether the glass is for your home or a commercial property, 
we can help you with:

      Windows           Doors            Conservatories                    
       Glass   Glazing      Facias & Guttering

With over 50 years’ experience we can turn our hand to anything, 
however simple or specialist.

We promise no hard sell, just good old fashioned customer 
service and great quality products.
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Fully licensed restaurant 
and take-away

We cater for all occasions 
and dietary requirments

Lunches available by pre-order
Open 7 days a week

Monday–Saturday 5pm to 11pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm

New Street (High Street), Deddington OX15 0SP

Tel: 01869 337733/337799
www.bengalspicebanbury.co.uk

Bookings by appointment only - We’re open 5 days a week!

Visit our Deddington Centre,  
call 01869 254 019 to book.

with SJB HEARING COMPANY
Connect to Better Hearing

“I’m looking forward to 
welcoming you all into my 

clinic and helping with your 
hearing health needs.” 

                             Sarah-Jane Brown

ABOUT SJB HEARING 
COMPANY LTD

Sarah-Jane Brown is an 
experienced Hearing 

Aid Audiologist  
and has been working 

in the Banbury area for 
the past 7 years. She has 

built up a strong reputation and 
has helped hundreds of local 

people to improve their hearing 
and overall health & wellbeing.

Hearing Healthcare Clinic of the Year
Central England  
Prestige Awards 
Winner 2021 / 22 

• Comprehensive Hearing AssessmentsHearing Assessments
• Earwax Removal with Endoscopic micro-suction with Endoscopic micro-suction
• State-of-the-Art Hearing SolutionsHearing Solutions • Friendly, Impartial Advice
• Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicfor shooting, motorcyclists & music

Visit us for:

 
call us on: 01869 254 019 
visit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN 
THE COMFORT & SAFETY 

OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service 
for the Cherwell district

All equipment fully sanitized before 
every appointment for your protection

Fully insured and DBS checked

30 years hair cutting experience

call DAVID on 
07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk 
www.davidcutshair.com



May 2024 Deddington News 29

they quickly reorganised and put on a good show for 
friends and family. We had a lovely production of Cin-
derella, a musical duo, a fun version of Strictly with a 
fashion show to finish. Well done everyone!  Together 
with our refreshments, book stall and raffle we raised 
almost £100. 

We ran out of time to finish voting for which local 
charities will benefit but will resume our decision- 
making next term and let you all know.

Thank you to everyone for your support, it is much 
appreciated.

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755 

1st Deddington Scout Group
Cubs
Cubs haven’t met for a few weeks due to a school 
residential programme and the Easter break. However, 
we are looking forward to the new term and, fingers 
crossed, lots of outdoor activities.

Tracy Tong
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

YOUTH Continued from p26
Scouts
Looking for ways to promote Scouting, the boys creat-
ed their own Scout branded biscuits, using a mixture 
of Rich Tea, chocolate, Flumf (it’s a thing), caramel 
drizzle and other teeth-rotting ingredients. One or two 
of them looked quite professional, although I don’t think 
Cadburys should start worrying just yet. It might seem 
that a lot of our activities involve chocolate. Well, let’s 
just say we know our audience.

Our last activity for the term saw the Scouts building 
trolleys capable of carrying a couple of eggs (choco-
late, of course) around obstacles. We are also hoping 
that we’ll see the last of the persistent wet weather as 
we are desperate to get outside.

Pete Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 

On the morning of Saturday 31 August there will be 
an air of expectation in the village as entrants come 
and go from Deddington church with their entries to be 
displayed and judged. Gradually the delicious aroma 
of freshly baked cakes, pork pies, flowers and produce 
will fill the air. 

Thinking and planning ahead is the key. Bearing 
this in mind, we are making sure programmes will be 
available from the beginning of May in the church, 
the Co-op, the Flower Shop, Eagles, Cedar Therapy, 
Hamptons, Hempton church, Foodies, the library, Mark 
David and Nellie&Dove. The programme can also be 
downloaded from Deddington Online. 

Art, Crafts and Photography all have new classes. 
The parish show is a great way of raising money for 
village causes but, more than that, it’s an even better 
way of drawing our community together and encour-
aging creativity. If you don’t win a prize for produce or 
artistic effort you have the chance to win a raffle prize 
sponsored by our very generous business community. 
So put the date in your diary now.

Maureen Robinson
maureentrobinson@hotmail.com

A big thank you to my relief worker, Linden Lyne, for 
covering my holiday. I had two weeks with my son 
in New Zealand which was wonderful, followed by a 
week in Western Australia with cousins and extended 
relatives.

On Saturday 6 April over 20 children came in to 
collect their prizes from the Nursery’s Easter egg hunt 
and to hand in their maps. This was a lovely morning 
and well done to the children who took part. I am also 
looking forward to welcoming back the school’s F1 
class.

Every year the Kelsey Fund, in memory of Kaye 
Brearley Kelsey, provides additional money to the 
library for buying books. This year’s selection is now 
coming in. There are new gardening, cookery, history, 
health, children’s, adult fiction and picture books on 
the shelves.

In a joint aventure with the NHS, we have a blood 
pressure machine for use by the public as part of a 
four-library pilot scheme. It has already proven a life 
saver in another library. If the trial is successful itwill 
be rolled out to all libraries. 

Is there a need in the village for people to learn 
how to use smartphones and Kindles? If you would 
be interested please let me know and I will arrange a 
session for you. I can be contacted on 01865 816010.

Thank you for your continuing support.
Gail Cripps

gail.cripps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

DEDDINGTON PARISH SHOW

We have already started to receive entries for this 
year’s Deddington photo competition, even though the 
weather hasn’t been too kind to us over the past few 
months, limiting photo opportunities. However, it now 
appears that spring is definitely in the air, so we look 
forward to seeing more entries dropping in my inbox, 
especially now that the blossom is out and the trees 
and hedgerows are in leaf, not to mention the wildlife 

and spring lambs gambolling in the surrounding fields. 
We look forward to seeing more of your creative and 
inspirational photos from each one of our three parish 
villages. Entries should be landscape format, as a jpg 
file and no less than 5Mb in size. Please send them 
to abw@brynwilliams.com.

Thank you.
Bryn Williams

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
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A huge thank you to everyone who turned for the litter 
pick on Sunday 24 March, followed by tea and cake 
at Holcombe House. Between Deddington, Hempton 
and Clifton, 30 people collected over 12 bin bags of 
litter, plus a wardrobe, a VW hub cap and some car 
brake pads.

DEN has joined forces with other local groups to 
form the Four Villages Sustainability Group. We’re 
helping each other in lots of ways; sharing ideas and 
resources between the Barfords, Bloxham and Duns 
Tew. Between 8 and 20 June Bloxham will be running 
their annual Great Big Green Week with lots of events 

DEDDINGTON ENVIRONMENT NETWORK

from fêtes and fun days to clothes swaps, wildflower 
and farm tours, art, films, talks and local food. We’ll 
share the full programme in next month’s edition but, 
in the meantime, have a look at the national Great Big 
Green Week website https://greatbiggreenweek.com/.

Come and find us at the farmers’ market this month 
where Linda Newberry will be focussing on sustain-
able food.

Further information is on our website, dedding-
tonenvironment.net.

Fiona Smith 
fionasmith1969@gmail.com

Term 4 was filled with visits, trips and school journeys. 
Our F1 class had a visit from ZooLab which was a fan-
tastic experience. The children were given the chance 
to touch various insects, spiders and a snake, as well. 
It was a morning packed full of interesting facts and 
learning opportunities.

Year 2 pupils enjoyed a visit to Mary Arden’s Farm 
near Stratford where they saw inside the Tudor house, 
learnt a Tudor dance, visited the animals, looked at 
artefacts and found out so much about the past, linking 
to the term’s history project.

Year 4 stayed at Kingswood from Monday to 
Wednesday. This residential experience was very 
successful. The children strengthened their relation-
ships through teamwork and built their confidence 
and resilience through the activities they took part in.

For their residential trip, Year 6 went to Kilvrough on 
the Gower Peninsula from Monday to Friday. The chil-
dren took part in various activities, such as canoeing, 

abseiling and outdoor expeditions. Our pupils faced 
many different types of challenges, working together 
as a team, solving problems and putting their ideas 
into practice. They performed excellently, showing 
perseverance and determination. 

The Year 1 class held a very enjoyable art and 
Design and Technology work exhibition for the par-
ents and relatives who came into class to see their 
achievements over the term. 

The final week saw all classes visiting Deddington 
church to see the Easter Contemplation Stations, 
giving them time to reflect on the meaning of Easter. 
We hope members of the wider community enjoyed 
seeing this too.

We are now hoping for warmer weather in terms 5 
and 6, with much less rain. In the meantime, we at the 
primary school send our very best wishes to all of you.

Denise Welch
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Some of the merry band of March litter pickers
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Farm Shop
Home Farm, Cli� on, OX15 0PA

Home-produced lamb,
hogget & mu� on

Kid goat and rare-breed pork

Available in season

Honey, fresh eggs and more…

Half lamb and whole lamb boxes
available to order

Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk
Tel: 07917 795207

Follow us on Facebook

Pi
p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625
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Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

07565 803 507
mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com

mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com
07565 803 507



IBC

The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG
Tel: 01869 338275

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these 
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties. 

Name

email

Address

10%
Discount

Collections Only*

1937 - 2022

Built on Service

T
ru sted b y G e nerati

on
s

85
Years

pop in for a relaxing browse, we're open 10am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 5pm on Saturday's
nellieanddove.com | 01869 336972 | info@nellieanddove.co.uk

mens & ladies wear | gifts | jewellery | home | accessories | shoes
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01869 340429 /01908 505658  info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk  www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 0808 278 7906
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
HOSPITALS: 

Churchill 0300 304 7777 
Foscote (Private) 01295 252281 
Horton General 0300 304 7777 
John Radcliffe  0300 304 7777 
Manor (Nuffield Health, Private) 01865 521405 
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777 
Katharine House Hospice 01295 811866

NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447 

(Monday 9.00am–12.30pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm,  
Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 

POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU  01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL: 
Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369 
National Express 08717 81 8181 
National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50 
OurBus Bartons  01869 699699 
Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400 
Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201 
Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250 
Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES: 
Gas Escapes (24hrs) 0800 111 99 
Electricity – any supplier 
 Emergency/Power cut 105 
Careline (over 60s) 0800 101 3333 
Ofgem 020 7901 7295 
Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800

WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 792422

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY 01865 816010 
Monday 2.00–7.00pm 
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm 
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm 
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS AND SOCIETIES: The full list of 
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside


