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IFC

Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
Beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment 
rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at 
an affordable price. 
Visit our website for more details 
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or  
email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

 Physiotherapy

 Osteopathy

 Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy

 Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

 Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

 Clinical Psychology

 Counselling & Coaching

 Holistic & Theraputic Massage

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
for booking information

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners  
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes: 

01869 337001 
deddington@hamptons.co.uk 
hamptons.co.uk
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Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person 
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation 
for this information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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WHAT’S ON
November
Sat	 2	 Litter pick: meet on the Green, Duns Tew Road, Hempton,   
		  9.00am
Sat	 2	 Concert: Die Winterreise: Simon Robinson and Sholto  
		  Kynoch, Parish Church, 7.30pm
Mon	 4	 PTA: Fireworks, Primary School, gates open 5.45pm, 
		  blast off 7.00pm
Wed	 6	 Photographic Society: Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Wed	 6	 Overnight road closure, Hempton, 8.00pm–6.00am
Fri	 8	 Deddington Playgroup, Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Sun	10	 RBL: Remembrance Day Parade, assemble in Bull Ring,  
		  10.40am.
Sun	10	 Music in Adderbury: Adderbury Ensemble, Deddington 
		  Parish Church, 6.00pm
Wed	13	 WI: ‘An Imaginary World Including Poetry’, Jane Abbott,  
		  Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm
Thu	 14	 Roxy at the Holly Tree: Fisherman’s Friends One and All, 
		  Holly Tree Hall, 1.30pm
Thu	 14	 History Society: ‘Memories of Banbury Cattle Market’,  
		  Brian Pile, Primary School, 7.30pm
Sun	17	 Litter pick: meet Town Hall, 2.30pm
Sun	17	 Music in Adderbury: Carducci Quartet, Haydn, 
		  Shostakovich, Debussy, Parish Church, 6.00pm
Wed	20	 Parish Council: Old School Room, Hempton, 7.30pm
Thu	 21	 RBL: AGM, Deddington Arms board room, 7.00pm
Thu	 21	 DEN: People Planet Pint, The George, Barford St Michael,  
		  7.30pm
Fri	 22	 Deddington Playgroup, Windmill Centre, 9.45–11.45am
Sat	 23	 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat	 23	 Banbury Symphony Orchestra: Ethel Smyth, Gershwin,  
		  Ruth Gipps, Parish Church, 7.30pm
Thu	 28	 Bookworms: Holly Tree Hall, 6.30pm
Thu	 28	 Book Group:  call Sally Lambert, 01869 338094 for details

December
Sat	 7	 Cherwell Choral Society: Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, 
		  Parish Church, 7.30pm
Wed	11	 WI: Christmas craft activity, Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm
Thu	 12	 Roxy at the Holly Tree: Miracle on 34th Street, Holly Tree 
		  Hall, 1.30pm
Thu	 12	 History Society: Launton Handbell Ringers, Primary  
		  School, 7.30pm
Fri	 13	 DOGS: Tadmarton Heath Golf Club, Christmas golf 
		  and party

‘Please to remember the fifth of November, With gunpowder, treason 
and plot’ – or, in this case, the fourth of November when the primary 
school’s PTA will be hosting its traditional Fireworks Night fundrais-
er. Sadly, no bonfire, ashy half-cooked potatoes or parkin but great 
fireworks, barbecued sausages and burgers, sweets and, of course, 
glow toys, all in a very good cause.                                             CD 
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 Meeting on 16 October at 7.30pm at the Windmill Centre

These Parish Council notes are the view of our reporter, Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes. For those, 
go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Present:  Councillors Collins, Cox, Milne, Oldfield 
(chair), O’Neill, Robinson, Snashall, Timms, Watts, 
District Councillor Rogers, County Councillor Fatemi-
an, the parish clerk, nine members of the public, a 
representative of Rainier Developments Ltd and a DN 
representative.
Co-option to the PC
Nick ap Simon was co-opted to fill one vacancy on 
the PC. He described his long association with Ded-
dington and his desire to give something back to the 
community. 
There remains one vacancy on the PC.
Open Forum
A representative from Deddington Environment Net-
work CIC asked the PC to consider using a bank 
other than their current one, Barclays, which has been 
criticised as being one of the country’s worst banks for 
supporting the use of fossil fuels. 

Several residents from Hempton spoke in relation 
to an appeal, due to be re-heard but not yet with a 
date set, for nine houses to be built in Hempton. They 
wanted the PC to put forward strong objections to the 
proposal. The group was given considerable time to 
express their views and made their points vociferous- 
ly. Ultimately, it was pointed out that the PC as yet 
has no information on the appeal and would not be 
invited to comment on it. In an acrimonious exchange  
one speaker requested that the chair resign as not 
representing their wishes. It was put to them that the 
PC’s responsibility is  to represent the whole parish. 

A Deddington resident asked questions about 
community assets and whether they could be de-listed. 
This was in relation to the allotments, owned by M&G 
and currently being offered for sale. The PC confirmed 
its responsibility to ensure listing of important assets 
was maintained.
County Councillor report
Following confirmation from the PC that the Re-
membrance Day parade would definitely happen, 
regardless of inclement weather, Councillor Fatemian 
confirmed that he would support the cost of the requit-
ed road closure. 

Barford bridge has reopened but contractors will 
need to return in May 2025 to make some adjustment, 
owing to its status as a listed bridge but this will not 
need a road closure.

OCC will investigate situations where five or more 
residential properties have flooded internally.
District Councillor report
Councillor Rogers had just received information on 
the planning appeal for Hempton, indicating that the 
offer of a free EV for each household has now been 
withdrawn. He confirmed there is no date set for the 
appeal. 

He urged PC to keep a close eye on CDC’s 
emerging local plan at specific dates in December and 
January next year. 

Finance and General Purposes
It was agreed to install a gate at the south end of the 
adventure playground to prevent BMX bikes being 
ridden across it and into the copse.

An application from the Photographic Society for a 
grant of £400 was declined.

The Windmill Management Committee does not 
want a timer for car parking lights to be installed. 
Planning
No objection:
Maunds Farm House, High Street, Deddington: height 
reduction of two trees. 
Home Farm Works, Clifton Road, Deddington: ret-
rospective change of use from agricultural external 
parking to commercial external parking. Recommend 
applicants be required to improve surface water 
drainage and screen the site to support neighbour’s 
concerns.
Clifton Mill, Main Street, Clifton: alterations to ancillary 
annexe.
Victoria House, Horse Fair, Deddington: six trees to 
be reduced in height.
Caris Lodge, Goose Green, Deddington: height re-
duction of one tree.
Bunkers, Philcote Street, Deddington: fell one Lawson 
cypress.
Approval:
Land adjacent to Clifton Gate development.
Environment and Recreation
Attempts to obtain contact details from the resident 
who offered help in BMX track discussions have failed. 

Representatives of the Windmill committee and 
sports groups will meet on 17 October to discuss 
ideas for potential use of the land currently occupied 
by the Nursery.

It is likely that additional equipment which would  
appeal to older children can be installed at the adven-
ture playground. However, until the PC is confident it 
will receive the S106 funds remaining from existing 
developments, no further decisions on expanding other 
play areas will be made. 

Efforts to persuade the mini tennis court contractor 
to finish the top coat and lines have failed and other 
companies are being approached.
Highways and Transport
More volunteers are invited to join the speed aware-
ness training in order to make it viable. The group 
is now optimistic about obtaining smiley face VAS 
(vehicle activated signs). The group has obtained ac-
cident data from the past four years, indicating injury 
accident sites are the traffic lights, Hempton pinchpoint 
and Deddington Hill by the layby. It has requested a 
50mph limit between Adderbury and Deddington with 
a buffer zone near the 20mph limit.
Next meeting Wednesday 20 November at 7.30pm 
in the Old School Room, Hempton.



November 2024 Deddington News 3

A

Edd Frost & Daughters 
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury 

“where caring comes first” 

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT 

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04 
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk 

Proud to serve the families of  

Deddington and surrounding villages 

Dedicated & Caring Advice 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

24 Hour Service 
 

Monumental Masonry 
 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 
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Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

C.A. Berger

Painting & Decorating

Interiors & Exteriors

Residential & Commercial

Carpentry Repairs

Property Maintenance
	Mobile	 Office	Tel/Fax 

 07875 212315 01295 738633
Email:	claytonaberger@gmail.com
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Terror
           in the air
                           as parachuters dropped
through the black unknown, some into swamps or 
rivers
weighed down with boots and weapons, blinded by 
the night.

Terror
           in the sea
                             as teenagers toppled
into choppy water, never having learned to swim,
now wading in the dark past other youngsters’ bodies.

Terror 
           on the land
                                as defenders in their bunkers
were shelled and strafed and bombed from the air 
and ocean
along with nameless families sheltering in their homes.

Tranquillity
          as we stroll
                              past rows of gleaming columns
safeguarding the names of allied soldiers lost
to their homes and families and all their unlived days.

Tranquillity
          as we gaze
                              over light-filled gardens
striving to imagine the blood-drenched sand and mud
the bits of broken bodies strewn through jagged 
wrecks.

Tranquillity
          as we move
                               through our gifted years
uncalled-upon to test our own courage and resolve
unmindful of the price paid by so many for this calm.

Remember all of them.

Celia Hawkesworth, 2024 

A HUNDRED THOUSAND GONE TO DUST

PFSU AND NURSERY
Both the Nursery and Pre-school focus turns to cele-
brations this month. Pre-school will be celebrating and 
learning about Diwali, Fireworks night and Christmas 
and the Nursery will be celebrating Diwali, Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas.

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Hal-
lowe’en trail last month. Keep an eye on our social 
media for our next fundraiser, the Christmas raffle 
which goes live on 2 December. 

Charlotte Witka
charlotte@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

IRON DOWN SCULPTURE STUDIO
Iron Down Sculpture Studio is nearly a year old. It 
emerged from Bicester Sculpture Group, housed origi-
nally in the studio of stained-glass artist George Muller 
in Bicester. When we had to move from there we were 
lucky to find the old calf barn at Iron Down Farm. It was 
crazily busy, settling in, establishing our resources and 
launching straight into Oxfordshire Art Weeks in May. 
The feedback was amazing and resulted in two new 
members and our starting to give workshops.

Iron Down Sculpture Studio is an art makers’ space, 
where any art form is welcome. Current members 
work in paint, clay, wire, metals and mixed media. Our 
purpose is to have a place away from home to do our 
art: we were fed up with doing it on the dining table, 
wishing for space and being able to walk away without 
tidying up for dinner.

At the moment, there are six of us, paying a share 
of the monthly rent. Membership offers great value if 
you want to do art two or more days a week: it gives 
you the flexibility to use the studio whenever you want. 
It offers a range of tools, space, help, and mentorship if 
wanted. We are a collective, a community and friends. 
A chat and coffee go a long way to promoting creativity. 

If you are interested in becoming a member or in 
a clay workshop or simply want to come and see us, 
do get in touch. 

Wendy Edmunds
wendyedmundson@hotmail.com

Instagram: iron_down_sculpture_studio
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DEDDINGTON WINE FESTIVAL
Cheers to Charlie!

Many of you will know that we held the inaugural Ded-
dington Wine Festival at the Windmill on Saturday 5 
October. It was a total sell-out and brought together a 
varied cross section of wine-lovers from our community 
and further afield. One happy attendee commented ‘the 
best event ever at the Windmill’ and, while we’re not 
quite sure how high that sets the bar, one thing we can 
confirm is that feedback was enthusiastically positive. 
People loved tasting over 30 different wines, learning 
more about them, enjoying a fun-filled evening and in 
the process, raising a huge sum of money for Prostate 
Cancer UK. 

But why ‘Cheers to Charlie’? Why a wine festival and 
why Prostate Cancer UK? Here is Alex Elvin, Charlie’s 
wife, with the heart-rending back story to this event 
and the reason we were all so motivated to make it a 
success.

Charles Lionel Elvin – Charlie to his friends – was 
born in Glasgow on Christmas Eve 1967. He moved 
down to Oxfordshire with his dad and older brother in 
the early 1970s. He spent many holidays at his grand-
parent’s house in Cambridge where he and his beloved 
grandfather, Lionel, would spend hours philosophising 
about life. Lionel was well travelled and one place he 
stayed was a little cottage in the vineyards of Chateau 
de Batailley in France. A picture of that very cottage is 
on the label of the wine it produces (or at least that’s 
what Lionel told Charlie). Charlie was allowed to try the 
wine on his tenth birthday and there began his journey 
as a life-long oenophile (wine lover – I had to look it up).

Another thing Charlie shared with his grandfather 
was a love of conversation and a very cheeky sense of 
humour, full of inuendo. On a more serious note, Charlie 
would declare that his passion for fairness and equity 
across class, gender and race boundaries, particularly 
in education – where he spent most of his career – were 
also learned in heart-to-hearts with his grandfather.

When we moved to Deddington in 2010, Charlie 
threw himself into village life, supporting our two boys 
through primary school, helping at PTA events and 
serving as a parent governor for four years. Also, as 
an enthusiastic pub-goer, he would claim that he was 
doing his bit to support the ‘local economy’. Charlie 
started to set up his own wine business just as he 
was diagnosed as  terminally ill and he tragically died 
of prostate cancer on 2 February 2022. 

He would have absolutely loved this first Ded-
dington Wine Festival. Seeing a room full of people 
trying different wines and talking about them all 
evening would, for him, have been a dream come 
true Thank you to everyone who came, to everyone 
who donated and to his friends for the making of it.

While the final figure is not yet confirmed, we 
know for sure that we have easily surpassed our 
fund-raising target of £10,000. In fact, there is a 
strong chance that we may have doubled it. Incred-
ible! And it’s not too late to donate. Our JustGiving 
page is still live and we welcome any final contribu-
tions. Tap in justgiving.com/page/nick-smith.

Cheers to Charlie!
Vaughan Jones

vaughan@englishlanguagematters.com

Deddington wine tasters

Monthly Advertising Rates
1/6p (82mm x 82mm): £25pm
1/4p (125mm high x 82mm wide): £30pm
1/2p (125mm high x 170mm wide): £60pm
Inserts £50
Please contact the short-run ad manager, Sandie 
Goundrey, monthly@deddingtonnews.co.uk 01869 
338764. T&C apply. Please see Advertising on 
DN at https://www.deddington.org.uk/deddington-
news/
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Forged & Found
bespoke ironwork 

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, please contact 

Alex for an appointment
Alex is also available to cater bbq’d events

See insta @thebarbequeblacksmith
07779 256639 alex1moss@hotmail.com

Kempster Place, Philcote Street, 
Deddington OX15 0TB

John Dovey
FCCA

Chartered Certified Accountant

•	Limited	companies,	Partnerships	&	
Sole	traders

•	Accounts	prepared
•	Self	Assessment	Tax	Return	
completion

•	MTD	advice	&	support
•	Book-keeping	services
•	New	business	start-ups
•	Personal	&	Corporate	tax	advice
•	Company	secretarial	services
•	VAT	and	payroll
•	Wills	and	probate	services

email:	jmd@johndovey.co.uk	
telephone:	01869	233003	
mobile:	07801	658328
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N P Smith
Painter & Decorator

All types of decorative 
work undertaken

Local and reliable

Contact Nick
07979 756734

gailandsmithy@gmail.com
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CHURCH

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury streams Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on Saturdays; 
and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

The Revd Nick Fielden is vicar of Deddington with Hempton and the Barfords. Deddington church is open 
throughout the day for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. Deddington church services are 
streamed live. Please see the church website or Facebook page for updates, www.deddingtonchurch.org and 
https://www.facebook.com/DeddingtonChurch. Barford St Michael’s church is open every day between 10.00am 
and 3.00pm. 

For baptisms and weddings, funerals and home visits in case of illness, please contact the vicar on 01869 
934794 or at vicar@deddingtonchurch.org, or one of the church wardens; Deddington: Stan Nelson, on 01869 
337883 or wardens@deddingtonchurch.org; Barfords: Sue Addison on 07484 718791, Sally Barber on 07776 
241218, or barfordchurches234@gmail.com. Please note that Mondays are Nick’s usual day off. If you need 
to contact a member of the clergy urgently on a Monday, please contact one of the wardens. 

NOVEMBER
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul
Mon		  8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Tue		  8.15am	 Morning Prayer 
Wed		 10.00am	 Holy Communion (healing prayer 
			   on 4th Wednesday)
Thu		  9.30amt	 Tea + Toast and Squiggles and 	
			   Wiggles
Fri		  8.45am	 Morning Prayer
		  5.15pm	 Evening Prayer

Sun	 3	10.30am	 Holy Communion
		  6.00pm	 All Souls Service
Sun	10	10.45am	 Parade followed by Remembrance 
			   Service
Please note: there is no 3.00pm service on 10 No-
vember

Sun	17	10.30am	 Holy Communion
Sun	24	10.30am	 Holy Communion

Hempton
Sun 	 7	 9.00am	 Holy Communion

Barford St Michael
Wed		  5.15pm	 Evening Prayer 
Thu		  8.15am	 Morning Prayer 
Sun	 3	10.30am	 Coffee and Chat
		  4.00pm	 All Souls Reflection
Sun	10	 9.00am	 Short Remembrance Service
Sun	17	10.30am	 Family Service
Sun	24	10.30am	 Family Holy Communion

DECEMBER
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul
Sun	 1	 6.00pm	 Advent Carol Service

Driving Ukraine – how did it all start? Deddingtonian 
Finn Watt, a Motorsport UK licence holder and rally-
cross competitor, channelled his passion for motor-
sport into a life-saving mission. In 2022, he founded 
Driving Ukraine to deliver vehicles and essential sup-
plies to combat medic teams on Ukraine’s frontline.  
‘At the start of the war, I couldn’t just stand by and 
watch,’ Finn explained, drawing on his family’s mot-
orsport legacy and a personal history of racing Suzuki 
Swifts in rallycross championships. ‘Within two weeks, 
I was driving a van of supplies to Ukraine.’

What started as one mission to Ukraine has grown 
into the delivery of more than 135 vehicles in 32 
convoys and raising £850,000.  Every month five or 
six refurbished vehicles, including fully equipped am-
bulances, leave Deddington, many with generators, 
solar chargers, bleed control kits and trauma medical 
aid, and are driven to Ukraine by local volunteers. 
On arrival they are handed over to volunteer medics 
and paramedics, humanitarian bomb disposal teams, 

combat medics, Ukrainian hospitals and many others. 
Every nine minutes vehicles like these attempt to 
evacuate the wounded.

With your help we can make sure every attempt 
is a success.  So, let’s keep this momentum go-
ing – please donate as much as you can to www.
drivingukraine.org to help fund this ongoing need. 
I am delighted to announce that Deddington Primary 
School has invited us to run a stall in aid of Ukraine 
at their Christmas market on Friday 6 December 
between 3.30 and 5.00pm. There will be Christmas 
themed home-made cakes and festive goodies on sale 
,with all proceeds going towards a special fundraiser 
initiated by the children and teachers to equip one of 
the ambulances heading for Ukraine. We look forward 
to seeing you there.

Jenny Soddy
jennysoddy@gmail.com

07976 922558
01869 338298

DRIVING UKRAINE NEWS
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The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com/yurt

3rd - 21st December 2024

Gather with friends and family or host your festive work 
party at The Yurt this Christmas.  

Book a cosy hut for private dining or The Yurt itself for 
groups of 4 to 24 - larger groups are welcome on request.

Flavoursome dishes feature on our 2 and 3-course lunch 
menus for £27.50 and £32.50.

Speak to The Yurt team about your booking:  
theyurt@nicholsonsgb.com

CELEBRATE THE FESTIVE 
SEASON AT THE YURT

Nicholsons Christmas ad 2024.indd   1 13/09/2024   13:02:12

The matrix, bonfi re night, hurricanes and pills
Last week for some unknown reason I was drawn to a 
movie you might know called The Matrix. It’s an iconic 
science fi ction fi lm in which the hero is off ered the 
choice between taking a red pill, which will lead to him 
learning the uncomfortable truth, or a blue pill which will 
leave him in his current state of ignorance.  The New 
York Times analysed both candidates’ rally speeches 
last week. Harris made six statements that were false, 
inaccurate or lacking context; Trump’s count was 64. 
That’s where we are right now in America, with half 
the electorate appearing ignorant of the real world.  

November Fifth was always a good time for me in 
Deddington. I loved the school fi reworks event.  This 
year in America the date has a diff erent signifi cance 
for me: yes, things are going to get blown up, but it 
won’t be Guy Fawkes or the school PTA behind it. This 
year I am dreading fi reworks night as the US votes 
and it could go either way. If Trump loses he is never 
going to accept the result, so we are entering a very 
dangerous time.

I like to follow the conspiracy theories and to think I 
am a student of the absurdity of human nature.  Right 
now, the Republicans are obsessed with the idea that 
huge numbers of non-citizens will vote in the election. 
The ever-reliable Elon Musk is pushing the ‘replace-
ment theory’, whereby apparently the Democrats are 
bringing in millions of immigrants so that they will out 
vote the existing population. I think we should put some 
red pills in the water supply.

This conspiracy theory is a way of undermining 

the result in the event Trump loses and it also plays 
well into the anti-immigration racist agenda of the right 
wing. One ‘fact’ being promoted online is that ‘10% to 
27% of non-citizens are illegally registered to vote’. 
The research shows that non-citizens formed 0.0001 
per cent of the votes cast in the last election.  How-
ever, the resultant measures being proposed to stop 
this crime that no one commits include demanding a 
voter shows a birth certifi cate or passport which dis-
criminates against black and poor people.

The most hideous conspiracy theory this month 
is undoubtedly around the town of Asheville in North 
Carolina. Hurricane Helene hit the area very badly, 
which is very rare for a hill town in the Appalachian 
Mountains. A Member of Congress is promoting a story 
that a proposal to build a lithium mine outside the town 
was turned down, so the government sent the storm 
there to clear the land and force the locals to accept 
the mine. Other nonsense that hit social media claimed 
that Biden was holding up relief eff orts for the area and 
spending the money on illegals. I have a low opinion 
of most politicians but right now many simply want to 
profi t from people’s misery.  

I am thankful that it is nearly all over. I have never 
been good at the blue pill route but I am deep in the 
thick of the great American nightmare and, with old 
age and a younger gorgeous wife, I now need a little 
blue pill to keep everyone happy.  

Mike Ward
mike@mikeaward.com

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
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every day – all day
WELCOME

at

THE DEDDINGTON ARMS

English
Breakfast

Coffee
& Cake

Lunch

Bar Meals Children’s
Menu

Dinner

Phone 01869 338364
or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat

K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is 
provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in NFU Mutual Deddington, 
Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, Oxfordshire , OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400
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We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to the village

Any combination of 
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

David Walton
Decorating & 

Property Maintenance
Free Estimates

01295 811487
07742 488761

r1dpwalton@hotmail.co.uk
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The red carpet was rolled 
out in style by the Friends 
of Deddington Library at 
the Holly Tree Hall on the 
evening of 27 September 
for the highly anticipated 
launch of the 2025 Ded-
dington parish calendar, 
when guests galore enjoyed 
lively banter, nibbles and 
bubbly, while celebrating 
the launch of another won-
derful fundraising calendar. 
Pictures of the event are 
displayed on our website 
https://www.friendsofded-
dingtonlibrary.org.

The event was attended 
by our ever-supportive patron, author Linda Newbery, 
Gail Cripps, our library manager, along with a number 
of local business calendar sponsors, volunteers, FoDL 
committee and, of course, photo competition winning 
entrants, who once again produced some stunning 
images for consideration. All 12 calendar images 
were revealed by Alan Collins and presented to those 

PARISH CALENDAR LAUNCH

Al Collins and 1st prize winner Kevin Mayo 

entrants able to attend. He  
also expressed our sincere 
thanks to all the sponsors 
who make the calendar 
possible each year. 

The launch gave us the 
opportunity to express our 
thanks and appreciation to 
Al, our outgoing chairman, 
who has been our guiding 
light since the charity was 
formed in 2011. For my 
sins, I have now stepped 
in to fill his considerable 
shoes. Wish me luck!

The sale of the parish 
calendar is a major fund-
raising venture organised 

by the Friends of Deddington Library towards provid-
ing the necessary financial support to help keep this 
important community asset open and thriving in our 
parish. By buying the calendar – or multiple copies 
– you will make a significant and worthwhile contri-
bution to maintaining this major resource within our 
community.They are available from Nellie and Dove, 
Hamptons, Fenemore’s Farm shop, farmers’ markets 
and, of course, the library itself.

Stella O’Neill, Chair
stella.oneill@outlook.comBLISSFUL THINKING

The Deddington Everglades have reached their peak 
early. I’m writing this piece on the seventh night of the 
fortnight of the Great Hempton Road Road Closure of 
Twenny Fo’ and tension in the air weighs as thick as 
freshly laid tar. Murmurings from Murdock Close that 
The Daedings were getting preferential access had 
stirred up initial discontent and, within hours of an 
unseemly altercation at the cusp of the aptly named 
Piers Row, an anonymous administrator had creat-
ed the Facebook group ‘Access for all or none Mill 
Close’. By the next evening the group membership 
had swelled to 87 members. A raucous rival group, 
‘And none for all Windmill Street’, was established by 
the morrow and allegations and counter-accusations 
flew between the aggrieved parties. ‘The mystery of 
the invisible hi-vis.’ ‘Where am I going to park the 
other two?’ ‘I can’t sleep and neither can the kids.’ 
‘Who was paying for those Portaloos?’ The District of 
Deddington West had not known such discord since 
the Windmill Stores closure of the early noughties shot 
down the zeppelin of post-millennial optimism forever. 
As a sign of the simmering community acrimony, some-
one tried to phone in a bomb threat at the Paddocks. 
Fortunately, they were plastered and ended up just 
talking into their wallet. I’m confident that by the time 
the DeDiDa (Deddo Disruption by Dark) is completed, 
fellow residents of the subclavian artery of Deddington 
will forgive this clearly untrue and highly defamatory 
gonzo account of events and accept me back into the 
fold, in the spirit of true brotherhood.

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com
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Mallams
1788

THE OXFORD 
LIBRARY SALE
22 & 23 JANUARY 2025

OXFORD

E N T R I E S  I N V I T E D  
Closing date: 1 December

www.mallams.co.uk

A U C T I O N E E R S  A N D  V A L U E R S  S I N C E  1 7 8 8

For more information  
please contact: 

Duncan Lloyd  
01865 241358 or  
duncan.lloyd@mallams.co.uk

For more information,  
please scan the QR code

History Corner has been on a back burner for a couple 
of months while other priorities prevailed. But history 
still has a way of fi nding me. Firstly, Jean Dipper, the 

History Society’s secretary, put me in touch with a 
Megan Harris who was researching her ancestors, 
William Cherry (1786–1868) of Cropredy and his wife 
Elizabeth Blencow (1792–1843) of Deddington. She 
wondered if we had any parish records that might 
help. I could not fi nd anything about Elizabeth and 
the only other Blencowe records were the burials of 
a Susannah Blencowe in 1823 and, sadly, the infant 
deaths of twins in 1839. If any reader has any infor-
mation about the Blencowe family perhaps you could 
contact me to pass it on.

The second interesting event relates to a WWI diary 
kept by Philip Fleming (uncle of Ian Fleming, creator 
of James Bond) who was a subaltern in the Queen’s 
Own Oxfordshire Hussars (QOOH). A privately print-
ed copy was given by the Fleming family to Maurice 
French (Deddington man and fellow QOOH) and it had 
remained in the family until his daughter, Joan Fisher, 
died in 1985. When Joan’s house was being cleared, 
Dulcie Doggett, who had helped Joan with the house, 
spotted the diary lying in a skip. She quite rightly 
thought it should  be retrieved and looked after, and has 
kept it safe ever since but was now wondering what to 
do with it. She discussed this with a gardening friend – 
who just happens to help with our garden also – who 
asked me if I could suggest a proper home for it. I am 
pleased to say that it has now found an appropriate 
home in the archives of The Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum in Woodstock. 

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Maurice French holding the war diary
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Always here to help local landlords

01869 337 346 cherry-lets.co.uk

Always here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlords

Deddington
Lettings

Specialists

Propertymark
Quali�ed
Experts

Local
Investment

Advice

Free
Regular

Newsletter
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Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com

SHM Automotive Limited

Class 4 Class 5 Class 7

MoTs — Class 4, 5 & 7 — All carried out on site. MoT bay has  
4.8m headroom and a 6m long vehicle lift enabling us to MoT  

large Class 5 vehicles and camper vans up to 5 tonnes

Servicing & Repairs — All makes and models

Family-run business with over 35 years’ experience

Established in South Newington since 1997

Homehill Barn, Homehill, South Newington, Oxfordshire, OX15 4JJ 
Telephone: 01295 720182            Email: shmauto@btconnect.com 

Website: www.shmautomotive.co.uk

0011886699  225544001100    

mmaarrkk@@ttrreebblleerr..ccoo..uukk  

wwwwww..ttrreebblleerr..ccoo..uukk  

Furniture & Cabinet Maker  

I provide a highly skilled, efficient and friendly 
service tailored to your needs.  If you require 
something new or have items that are worn, 
damaged or in need of alteration I can help. 

  Furniture, cabinets, kitchens, drawers, shelving, 
bookcases, wardrobes and storage solutions.                

Garden furniture and storage, flat pack furniture 
assembly and fitting, art installation and more. 

CCoommmmiissssiioonnss,,  RReeppaaiirrss,,  RReessttoorraattiioonnss                          
aanndd  AAlltteerraattiioonnss  --  2266  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee                    
ccrreeaattiinngg  aanndd  ccaarriinngg  ffoorr  fifinnee  ffuurrnniittuurree    
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In some villages the churchyard is a rarely visited 
space on the outskirts. Here it lies in the centre – for 
some a peaceful shortcut to the shops – for others, 
especially dog walkers, a favourite route to Castle 
Grounds. It is kept immaculate by a team of nine vol-
unteers, recently joined by two new members, one of 
whom is the first ever woman mower. 

Until recently the mowing equipment was kept in a 
shed built 25 years ago by Barry Clifford, then one of 
the mowers, who still lives nearby. That shed recently 
came to the end of its useful life and has now been 
replaced, thanks to funding provided by the Friends 
of Deddington Church (FODC).

Andrew Green, chairman of the Friends, handed 
over the keys of the shed to John Nason of the mowing 
team, at a simple ceremony in mid-September which 
included a blessing by our new vicar, the Revd Nick 
Fielden. 

The FODC was established as a secular charity in 

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON CHURCH

2022 to help preserve the fabric of our historic church 
and its grounds. The church, now nearly 800 years old, 
is used by at least 40 different groups in the course of 
a year and the churchyard is a valued peaceful green 
space in the village. 

The charity’s first contribution was to finance the 
repair of the main entrance porch of the church whose 
rotted beams had to be replaced. More technical 
repairs to the main building are in the pipeline. Most 
recently the Friends paid for a significant repair of 
the drainage system to the South West of the main 
entrance. 

As for the future, we shall certainly stay on the 
case to preserve our community’s historic legacy for 
years to come. If you share our aims and would like 
to become a supporter of the Friends of Deddington 
Church, please contact me.

Andrew Green, FODC chair
afgreen@btinternet.com.

Celebrating the new mowers’ shed
Photo courtesy Richard Broadbent

The term so far has been very busy. We 
celebrated Fairtrade Fortnight with huge 
enthusiasm, leaving the children having 
a clear understanding of what it means. 
We wore Fairtrade colours, each class 
enjoyed having a pack to work and learn 
from, with posters for their classrooms 
and stickers for the quizzes the children 
took part in and, after school, we held a 
cake sale. 

Our sporting events have been many 
and varied. Amongst them, we have had a Tag Rugby 
tournament, swimming lessons and running events. 
The whole school took part in a cross country afternoon 
at the end of September. It was a wonderful session in 
which virtually every child took part, doing their best to 

run themselves, as well as encouraging 
their peers to do the same. 

We marked World Mental Health Day 
on Thursday 10 October by wearing 
yellow. A focused assembly made us all 
consider our individual resilience and 
how we can persevere when things are a 
little difficult. That week’s activities were 
positive and uplifting for us all. 

We are looking forward to Firework 
Night, organised by our very supportive 

PTA and then, of course, our plans for Christmas will 
be underway. 

Denise Welch 
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk

PRIMARY SCHOOL

INSPIRE. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

C D E
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We can retire from a lifetime of work in our 
chosen fi eld (green technology in my case) 
but we can’t always disengage. So it is 
that I still comb the news for stories that 
have an impact on the environment, 
together with my personal fascina-
tion with coping strategies deployed 
in the face of a changing climate. 
Sometimes I fi nd stories that are, on 
the surface, innocuous but that trig-
ger a cascade of related information, 
not unlike a pointillist painting where 
we cannot see the whole until all the little 
dots are connected.

One such story began with an account 
of offi  cials in Saudi Arabia expanding work 
they had begun on cloud seeding to increase rainfall. 
Hardly surprising, given that much of the Middle East 
has been dry for a very long time. But there is (or was) 
enough groundwater there that, as recently as the 
1990s, Saudi Arabia could irrigate cereal grain crops 
and was the world’s sixth largest exporter of wheat. 
Amazing, then, that only 10 years ago a Saudi owned 
company had bought and leased thousands of acres of 
land in La Paz County, Arizona, to grow alfalfa, much 
of which was then shipped back home to feed dairy 
cows. Arizona was a great place to grow this crop as, 
with 110 days of sunshine per year, they could get a 
new cutting nearly every month. Great, except that La 
Paz County was already a water-defi cient region and 
neighbouring wells had begun to run dry. Finally, last 
year, the Arizona governor announced their leases to 
pump irrigation water from state-owned lands would 
be terminated, as the quantities of water drawn were 
well in excess of the lease conditions. Environmental 
critics have called this ‘the export of water by proxy’. 
If this was merely an anecdotal one-off  story, it might 
easily have been forgotten. It turns out that it was a 
tip of the proverbial iceberg because, halfway around 
the world from Arizona, other regions short of water 
are feeding livestock at a scale that can be scarcely 
imagined.

But fi rst we need to thicken the plot with some ge-
opolitical intrigue.  As a result of Western agricultural 
product sanctions against Russia after its invasion of 
Ukraine, Russa partnered with China to supply it with 
milk and cheese which resulted in the expansion of 
an already giant dairy farm, called Mudanjiang, on the 
Chinese-Russian border. It is now the world’s largest 
farm and it occupies 22.5 million acres to grow feed 
for 100,000 cows. It’s not clear why so much land has 
been set aside, unless there are other constraints like 
suffi  cient water. To put it in perspective, it is an area 
about the size of Portugal. Oh, and the world’s second 
largest farm is also in China, although at only 11 million 
acres, it is merely the size of Denmark. To round out 
the top ten farms, the remaining eight are in Australia 
and collectively are only 1.5 times the size of Portugal. 
Dairy farming is at best water-intensive. For every litre 

of milk produced, it takes a water input of 628 
litres. The problem with farms the size 

of Portugal is the sheer scale of the 
enterprise and the risks of crowding 
that many animals together, let alone 
in places that are already short of 
water. China, for example, has 20% 
of the world’s population but only 6% 

of its freshwater resources. Historically 
much of China’s water came from gla-
cial runoff  but as its glaciers continue 

to retreat there is less available each 
year. And China is hardly alone. For the 

past two decades a joint venture between 
NASA and its German counterpart, GRACE 

(Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment), has been 
mapping the locations of groundwater and measure 
losses. This involves launching two satellites, in low 
orbit 137 miles apart, which use a microwave beam 
to measure the precise distance between them. The 
distance varies slightly when the satellites pass over 
bodies of water due to diff erences in the pull of gravity 
between soil and higher density water, allowing us to 
measure remaining reserves in aquifers or things like 
the loss of ice from glaciers.

When the fi rst pair of GRACE satellites complet-
ed their mission 10 years ago, they found that, of 
the planet’s 37 largest aquifers, human activity had 
depleted a third of them beyond the tipping point at 
which they could be replenished. A more recent set of 
GRACE satellites is measuring freshwater depletion 
with even greater accuracy and, aside from scientists 
and a few environmental organisations, practically 
no one is paying attention. Here is a great illustrative 
irony of the information age: one would think that the 
planet running short of fresh water would be regarded 
as among the most important stories in human history 
but as GRACE sails by overhead, the implications of 
what it has found sails by also, and apparently well 
over the heads of most world leaders. One notable 
exception is US Vice President Kamala Harris who, 
in the midst of a prolonged California drought and 
speaking at a water treatment site, said ‘For years 
there were wars fought over oil; in a short time there 
will be wars fought over water’.

Of course, its been raining here of late like Noah’s 
fl ood and it is all too easy to lose perspective and see 
only the dots, not the larger pointillist picture. At best, 
all these giant faraway farms are an uneasy reminder 
of our interdependent world. It is early morning as I 
write this and I must admit that I am interdependent on 
my trusty Dutch coff ee maker brewing some American 
brand coff ee to near perfection, then made perfect by 
a generous splash of milk from our nearby English 
dairy. With only 16 sustainably managed cows I can 
only wish them well … very well indeed.

Dan Desmond
dessr@outlook.com

A FARM THE SIZE OF PORTUGAL
We can retire from a lifetime of work in our 
chosen fi eld (green technology in my case) 
but we can’t always disengage. So it is 
that I still comb the news for stories that 

we cannot see the whole until all the little 

One such story began with an account 

of milk produced, it takes a water input of 628 
litres. The problem with farms the size 

cial runoff  but as its glaciers continue 
to retreat there is less available each 

year. And China is hardly alone. For the 
past two decades a joint venture between 

NASA and its German counterpart, GRACE 
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John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

  
 
 

 
16 High Street

 Bodicote
 Banbury
 Oxfordshire
 OX15 4BS

- ruS eerT lanoisseforP
gery,

Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services. 

jwtsbanbury.com

Professional Tree Surgery, 
Tree Work & Hedge 
Trimming Services 

Free Quotations - Fully Insured

john@jwtsbanbury.com
01295 268 170 
07970 154 552

AFFORDABLE,  HIGH QUALITY
LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Call us for aFREE noobligation quote

Contact Jonathan Miller
01295 402447 or 07904095705

jon@lawnsmatter.co.uk | www.lawnsmatter.co.uk



20 Deddington News November 2024

J

LEE MULLINS
PAINTING & 

 DECORATING 
CONTRACTORS
n Domestic & Commercial

n Interior & Exterior
n Competitive Pricing

n Fully Insured
n Free Quotations

We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office

Over 110 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006
email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk

www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001

Foot Health Practitioner
Caroline Tindale 

DipCFHP MPSPract

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:
 Nail trimming
 Treatment for thickened 

and fungal nails
 Corns
 Callus
 Ingrown nails
 Diabetic foot care

Tel: 07899 017927
Email:
carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com
www.carolinefoothealth.co.uk

Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:

carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

B A N B U RY
B AT H R O O M S

PLUMBING & HEATING 
ENGINEERS

FITTED-BATHROOM 
SPECIALISTS

TILING—HEATING
—REPAIRS

FOR FREE QUOTATION
TEL 01869 338900  MOBILE 07946 546608

LES LANE & TOM MORGAN
STRETFORD END, LOWER STREET,
BARFORD ST MICHAEL 0X15 0RH

ESTAB L I S H ED  1 974

PLUMBING & HEATING 

FOR FREE QUOTATION

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN  DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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LETTERS
FROM MOIRA BYAST, HEMPTON
What a lovely time we few had on Thursday afternoon 
at the AgeUk over 50s film club at the Holly Tree 
Hall.  For £2 you have a feature length film plus a 
cuppa and a biscuit – a bargain. This week’s offering, 
The Second Best Marigold Hotel, was a riot of song 
and colour with many old friends, Judy Dench, Bill 
Nighy, Ronald Pickup and Penelope Wilton, to name 
but a few.

Unfortunately, so few people came. It needs to be 
better supported to continue. So, what have you got 
to do at 1pm on the second Thursday of November 
that beats watching Fisherman’s Friends with your 
own friends. We will come again and I hope that more 
people will. 

I hope to see you there.

September has been a very busy month with us attend-
ing 41 incidents. These included fires (with FF Harber 
having her first operational Breathing Apparatus wear), 
multiple road traffic collisions), animal rescues, assist-
ing the police, lots of flooding and, of course, the usual 
standbys and automatic fire alarms.

On one such standby, at Banbury fire station, a call 
came in from the police station down the road, asking 
if we could come round as they had a prisoner stuck 
in a pair of handcuffs. We arrived at the police station 
to find some embarrassed looking police officers who 
explained they had snapped the key off inside a set of 
handcuffs while they were removing them from a pris-
oner. Thankfully the prisoner was calm and found the 
situation fairly amusing. We tried cutting the handcuffs 
off but that wasn’t going to work so we set about taking 
them apart and managed to remove the broken key. A 
new one was then inserted and the prisoner released! 

One morning we, along with crews from Bicester 
and the Rescue Tender (a specialist fire engine that 
carries specially trained crew and specialist equipment 
to carry out complicated rescues) and the 4X4 from 
Kidlington, were mobilised to reports of a horse stuck 
in a river. We got as close to the location as we could 
in the fire engines and then proceeded on foot for 
about a mile until we found it. The horse was standing 
on the river bed up to its stomach but was unable to 
get out due to the steepness of the bank. A plan was 
formulated and a route worked out for the 4X4 to reach 
the horse. The animal rescue equipment was loaded 
onto the 4X4 and brought over to us. The rescue tender 
crew entered the water, wearing dry suits and flotation 
devices, put a headcollar on the horse and led it out of 
the river further up where the bank was lower. Then it 
was time for a long walk back to the fire engine.

As you may have noticed there was a lot of rain in 
September, some places receiving neatly 140mm in 24 
hours. This caused a lot of issues with flooding across 
the county. We dealt with incidents in Adderbury and 
Kidlington, where we spent most of the day assisting 
and advising residents on what to do with their flooded 
houses. Due to the scale of the flooding, there was not 
always much that we could do apart from give advice 
or help vulnerable residents to move belongings to a 
higher point in the house. 

We attended a lot of road traffic collisions in Sep-
tember and would just like to remind you of the Fatal 
Four – using your phone while driving, drink/drug 
driving, speeding and not wearing a seatbelt. As the 

days are getting shorter and the weather conditions 
getting poorer, please remember to drive, taking road 
conditions into account and leaving extra time for your 
journeys.

Thank you to everyone who attended our car wash 
for the Firefighters Charity. We raised around £1,000 
which was an amazing result.

We are now recruiting new firefighters so, if you like 
the sound of what we get up to and live or work within 
five minutes of the station, why don’t you come to the 
station for a chat on a Tuesday between 7.00 and 
9.00pm when we will be training? Or you can get more 
information on our website, https://www.oxfordshire.
gov.uk/council/working-oxfordshire-county-council/
fire-service-recruitment/on-call-firefighters.

Ben Fenemore, Acting Crew Manager
Ben.Fenemore@oxfordshire.gov.uk

FROM THE FIRE STATION

Culinary Expertise, Right at Home!

all in the comfort of your own home

CookSchool offers it all.

Let Deddington-based Chef and culinary teacher Gregg guide
you with expert and simple techniques to help take the stress

out of Christmas cooking. 

Whether you’re looking to perfect your skills or host a
memorable event at home, Gregg is ready to help you every step

of the way.
Give him a call or email to discuss how you can cook with

confidence this Christmas!

greggbrown@cook-school.co.uk
07792 713 955

@cookschool_gb

supporting local, fresh, seasonal and ethically sourced ingredients

Seasonal Cooking classes
Bespoke dinner parties 
Professional event catering
Interactive Chef Tables
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Well done, Lydia Watts, who pedalled up just under 
£200 in sponsorship for her ride on the annual Ride & 
Stride. The proceeds will be divided equally between 
St Johns’ and Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. 
Supported by The National Churches Trust and run by 
churches trusts across the UK, Ride & Stride raises 
well over £1 million every year to help repair churches, 
chapels and meeting houses.

Your church and the Old School Room need your 
support. The Hempton Christmas fête will be held 
in the Old School Room on Saturday 14 December 
from 11.30am until 2.30pm. There will be all the usual 
favourites, including bacon buns and soup washed 
down with tea and coffee, tombola, guess the weight 
of the cake, raffle, cake stall and memorial baubles 
for the village Christmas tree. Volunteers are most 
welcome both on the day and to help set-up and clear 
away. Donations to fund prizes and cakes would also 
be welcomed. Please email fohchempton@gmail.com 
or call Janet on 07825 172 600 if you are able to help. 
All proceeds will go towards keeping Hempton’s only 
public amenity open.

Hempton has long had issues with mains water 
supply, especially for those living in the older and more 
westerly suburbs. Low and no pressure are frequently 
reported by the village WhatsApp group. When I first 
moved to Hempton, my early morning shower would 
frequently revert from warm to suddenly freezing when 
my neighbour turning on his hosepipe to water the 
garden resulted in an instant pressure drop. When 
challenged, he saw no reason to change his early 
morning aquatic habits and offered the opinion that I 
should get up earlier. What water does find its way out 
of the tap is not the best drinking water available. We, 
friends and relatives, find the drinking water distasteful 
when compared to water in other parts of the country. 

Our monopoly water supplier is mired in widely 
reported financial issues; I doubt this had any influence 
on the latest billing error on my water account. The 
latest biannual statement quoted a meter reading sug-
gesting my water usage had doubled in comparison 
with previous biannual volumes and my charges would 
be doubled in consequence. A check of the meter 
revealed that this was fiction and my usage had been 
in line with previous billing periods. This is the second 
time an incorrect ‘actual’ reading by the supplier has 
doubled my water usage. They helpfully suggested I 
check for leaks and running taps as a potential cause 
of my apparent increased usage. I helpfully pointed out 
that their meter readers may need an eye test, glasses 
or new glasses or perhaps stop working from home.

We, in common with the rest of the country, 
received our share and more of the wet stuff for 
September. We might not have been deluged to the 
same extent as South Newington at 183mm (quoted 
amounts vary) on 25 September; the second highest 
average rainfall on record in the southern region. We 
must have been close to this record, much of it flowing 
down the Swere to the Barfords and on to the Cherwell. 

This was supplied gratis by the weather system without 
having to prop up pension or sovereign wealth funds 
or venture capitalists and foreign owners.

The local flooding put a temporary hold on the 
Barford Bridge works. Although the bridge and road 
work appeared to be finished, the concrete footpath  
was incomplete with water several feet deep running 
through a gap, preventing pedestrian or cycle pas-
sage. The usual overflow left only the hump back of 
the newly restored bridge like an island sticking out of 
the water. Had the road been open only 4x4s would 
find it passable. In previous floods of similar intensity, 
hapless motorists have found themselves floating 
uncontrollably off the road into the ditch on attempting 
a passage. As global warming progresses there may 
come a time when a ferry crossing is required.

By the time you receive this edition of the DN, work 
on resurfacing the B4031 should have begun. Hope-
fully our nocturnal incarceration should not inconven-
ience residents to a great extent. Deddington Dental 
practice and local garage services may be adversely 
affected by the work, though road users should benefit 
from not having their dentures/teeth (as appropriate) or 
suspension rattled and jolted to destruction. Someone 
must have put in an aerial photograph or a video of the 
road onto FixMyStreet or has an MP or party donor 
moved into the parish? Maybe it’s just acknowledging 
the increased traffic the road is planned to carry.

I have to report the mysterious death of a local thief. 
Whilst inspecting the larger than usual number of holes 
burrowed into my lawn, I came across the decompos-
ing body of an adult grey squirrel. Whilst perhaps not 
singularly responsible for scoffing my beetroot crop, it 
is a likely accomplice. There was no apparent cause 
of death. Possibly it fell foul of a local cat, fox or hawk. 
Maybe he was found pilfering the nuts hidden away by 
other squirrels; I’m not familiar with squirrel criminal 
law or their attitude to capital punishment. Execution 
seems a bit harsh for a few nuts but then it could be a 
matter of life and death when the larder is empty.  RIP. 

The larger than usual number of hiding places 
this year may be a sign that the Squirrel Met Office is 
anticipating a harsh winter.

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

CLIFTON ROAD CLOSURE
Oxfordshire County Council has given notice that 
Main Street, Clifton, will be closed from 8.00pm on 
6 November to 6.00am on 7 November for full width 
resurfacing. Access will be maintained for emergency 
service vehicles and for those frontages within the 
closure area, subject to the progress of the works and 
liaison with the works supervisor. Further information 
regarding the works may be obtained by contacting 
Stuart Bowler, Oxfordshire County Council on 0345 
310 1111, quoting T14583. 
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Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860
Email: blox.dent@nhs.net

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

 Bloxham Dental Practice 
Bloxham Dental @ Banbury 
Banbury Orthodontics

For healthy teeth  
and a beautiful smile…
Providing excellent dental care for you 
and your family, our highly qualified 
team of dentists and orthodontists offer:

n Teeth whitening
n Composite bonding and  

tooth-coloured fillings
n Cosmetic crowns and veneers
n Invisalign and other teeth 

straightening options  
with our Specialist Orthodontist

n Implants to replace missing teeth
n Hygiene services

Accepting new patients on a private 
basis, we have a dental membership 
plan and offer finance options to help 
you spread the cost of your dental care.

Contact us today for an 
appointment

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Aynho offering a 
range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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THE LOG DOG 

FIREWOOD SUPPLIER 

Contact Joe on 01295 256436            
 

www.thelogdog.co.uk 

Fantastic fun and care for your little 
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings off er nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualifi ed and experienced staff  work 
closely with families to develop children’s confi dence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing fl exible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Off ering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profi t charity run by professional staff .

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff  are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so 
with compassion and professionalism.”

We off er friendly, fl exible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 5560259 Ofsted No: EY330247
Charity No: 1117963

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit 
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043
Charity No: 1100275
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CALLING ALL CLUBS
Local Vocals Community Choir
Our choir member, Cathy Lawday, has summed us up 
pretty well in a poem called ‘Choir Practice’.
Every Monday evening, I go to practice with the choir
I sing with all the altos because I can’t get any higher.

The sopranos reach the high notes and manage not 
to shriek.
They’re lucky, ‘cos they have the tune almost every 
week.

The altos rarely have the tune; they sing the bass line 
without protest
And after singing eIght bars on one note they have 7 
bars of rest.

The men, known as ‘the baritones’,  make a sound 
that’s deep and low
And whenever they get lost, or bored they sing along 
with altos.

At our end of term concerts, we dress all alike in 
maroon
We hope folk will see how smart we look and not notice 
we’ve strayed off the tune.

So why not come and join us? Come and have a go
If you mime your way through a few tricky bars, no-one 
will ever know.

None of us are brilliant; we’d never dare sing on our 
own
We’re way beyond the help  of even nice Gareth 
Malone.

But it keeps us off the streets, saves us from petty 
crime.
And every Monday evening we have a rocking good 
time.

Alison Grieve
alisongrmail@gmail.com

Photographic Society
For October’s meeting, we were treated to a fantastic 
talk and practical workshop by Andrew Buchanan. 
Andrew first picked up a camera at a young age and 
despite his secondary school report stating, ‘no artistic 
talent, go do geography’, he persevered and went on to 
dabble with photographing the members of his school 
play. He later joined the Army where he found plenty 
of opportunity to take landscape, sports and a variety 
of travel photos, often foregoing taking out a rifle to 
taking out his camera. His travels with the Army took 
him to Belfast during the IRA days in the early ’70s and 
was fortunate enough not to get caught taking photos, 
despite wearing civilian clothes.

He also travelled to Sierra Leone and enjoyed tak-
ing pictures of the eclectic markets and local villagers.  
Having ventured into portrait photography he was 
invited to photograph various military events for his 

regiment which later appeared in military publications. 
He spent a lot of his life living in the beautiful south of 
France where he loved photographing the French Alps, 
taking his camera with him when out hiking.

Andrew recently discovered HDR (High Dynamic 
Range) imaging where he transforms basic flower 
photos into colourful images. He admits his passion is 
still flowers and enjoys the composition side, spending 
his time pressing flowers and photographing them on 
his tabletop lightbox. 

We had one visitor and one new member join us 
and we hope that they felt welcome enough to return 
for our November meeting on Wednesday 6th at 
7.30pm. 

Courtney Klllpack
www.addphoto.co.uk

Deddington Bookworms
Sandi Toksvig’s memoir, Between the Stops: The 
View of My Life from the Top of the Number 12 Bus, 
is an eclectic journey through her life, viewed through 
the lens of her regular bus route, the number 12, in 
London. The stops along the route are jumping-off 
points for everything from her childhood in Denmark, 
her early career in British comedy and her time on 
television and radio, to more serious discussions 
about feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, and social justice. 
Her observations about other passengers on the bus, 
the architecture of the city or even the randomness of 
daily life is infused with both humour and insight. Some 
of the Bookworms know the bus route very well and so 
particularly enjoyed this aspect of the book. For those 
not so familiar, it instilled a curiosity which could well 
result in a trip on the number 12 bus.  

While much of the book is light-hearted and filled 
with funny stories, there’s also a serious side to Toks-
vig’s reflections, especially regarding her activism. 
Some Bookworms felt this aspect was slightly over-
played, particularly towards the end of the book but 
overall, the Bookworms felt that Between the Stops 
is an engaging memoir that reflects Sandi Toksvig’s 
vibrant personality. 

DeddingtonBookworms@gmail.com

WI
Deddington WI meets at 2.30pm every second 
Wednesday at the Holly Tree Hall.

Our speaker for the November meeting is Jane 
Abbott talking about ‘An Imaginary World, including 
Poetry’. If you would like to know more, please contact 
me at jennysnashall@gmail.com. 

Jenny Snashall

Deddington Playgroup
It’s great to be back after the summer break and see 
the little ones having lots of fun again. The children are 
really enjoying recent toy donations, including a Paw 
Patrol pop-up tent and a lovely wooden railway set. 
Thank you to those who have donated them. 

In October we were joined by Jo from Little Owls 
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Bookshop who had a pop-up stall giving the grown-
ups a chance to do some shopping while the little 
ones played. Jo also brought a brilliant magic painting 
activity for the children.

We are open on Friday 8 and Friday 22 November 
from 9.45–11.45am at the Windmill Centre. There is no 
pressure to stay for the full two hours, so please feel 
free to arrive and leave whenever suits you. Admission 
is £4 per family – there is no need to book, just turn 
up and you can pay with card or cash. See you there.

Helen Carpenter
deddingtonbabyandtoddler@gmail.com

Deddington Players
Rehearsals have begun for this year’s Deddington 
Players’ pantomime, Rapunzel, and we’re all excited 
to get started. This year we’ve welcomed some new 
members joining us both on stage and backstage, 
along with our regular members. It’s great to see new 
faces as well as the old hands. Rehearsals continue 
throughout the autumn with songs to learn, dances to 
choreograph, special effects to coordinate and plenty 
of (over) acting to direct. It’s going to be a lot of fun. 

If you haven’t already got the performance dates in 
your diary, add them now; 16–18 January 2025 at the 
Windmill. Follow our Deddington Players Facebook 
page for all the behind-the-scenes rehearsals silliness 
and a taste of what’s to come when it’s showtime.

Suzie Upson
suzieupson@mac.com

Royal British Legion
The unique way that Deddington Branch marked 
D-Day 80 Anniversary was deemed sufficiently inter-
esting to be reported in this month’s RBL Magazine.  
Members should turn to p13 to read the article. Dates 
for diaries: the parade on Remembrance Sunday, 10 
November, will march off at 10.40am led by Piper 
Stewart Carnegie for a short Service of Remembrance 
and two-minute silence at the war memorial. This will 
be followed by a service in the church and then the 
parade will march back through the Market Place. 
Major David Hood will take the salute at the flagpole on 
Little Green. Branch officers will observe a two-minute 
silence at the war memorial in the lower churchyard on 
Armistice Day, 11 November. Members of the public 
are welcome to join us. 

The Branch AGM will be held in the boardroom 
at the Deddington Arms at 7.00pm on Thursday 21 
November. The public are welcome to attend and to 
join us afterwards for a meal at Bengal Spice on New 
Street. 

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Deddington and District History Society
The History Society’s 2024/25 season opened with a 
lively and interesting talk by Karen and Brett Wiles on 
‘Life on the Home Front in World War II’ illustrated with 

a superb collection of photographs and accompanied 
by music and songs of the time. The Wiles are WWII 
Home Front historians specialising in the wartime 
stories of women and children. Massive changes to 
the lives of women occurred. Before the war very few 
women were registered as working and they often had 
to stop work upon marriage. Preparations in 1938 for 
the forthcoming hostilities included the establishment 
of the Women’s Voluntary Service in June with nearly 
33,000 members by the end of the year. When war was 
declared the Women’s Institute took a strong anti-war 
stance but helped in practical ways such as food pro-
duction (5,000,000 jars of jam from 1940-41), making 
camouflage netting and running ‘make do and mend’ 
groups. The formation of the Air Transport Auxiliary, 
the WAAF and WRNS, along with the Bletchley Park 
establishment, the Auxiliary Territorial Service, the 
Land Army, the Women’s Timber Corps and munitions 
workers, created many new occupations for women. 
Everyone played their part including children, many 
of whom joined Cogs groups which collected scrap 
material for recycling, the various women’s groups and 
the five million men who were in the 300 categories of 
reserved occupations. The ‘Housewives Service’ aided 
those affected by bomb damage by helping to house 
the homeless, sweeping glass off the streets and mak-
ing sandbags. A wealth of interesting facts peppered 
the talk and all those present learnt something new.

On Thursday 14 November Brian Pile, a retired 
local auctioneer, will tell us about his involvement with 
Banbury cattle market. It was the largest in the UK and 
one of the largest in Europe. It has a history dating 
back 1,000 years and was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book so join us to hear more about this local history.

Jean Dipper
 jean.dipper28@gmail.com

Book Group
Trespasses is the first novel by Irish author, Louise 
Kennedy. Set on the outskirts of Belfast during the 
1970s, it is a multi-layered illustration of divisions and 
loyalties during the Troubles. A secret, passionate 
affair between Cushla, a young Catholic teacher, and 
Michael, a married Protestant barrister, brings other 
stories into focus. Cushla’s attempts to help a young 
pupil whose family are under attack, the influence of 
the Church, relationships with various people in both 
Cushla’s and Michael’s lives, are all underlined by 
the ever-present danger in crossing boundaries. We 
agreed the novel was well written. However, most of 
the group had not enjoyed it, finding the two main 
characters unsympathetic and the plot occasionally 
unconvincing.

The Book Group

Iron Down Sculpture Studio
It’s been a few months since we wrote last, and since 
then we have a new member who paints in oils and is 
a great wordsmith too. We welcome anyone interested 

CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p25
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DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk

All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Factory & Showroom: 
Norton house, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1SD

Email :info@cnglass.co.uk        
www.cnglass.co.uk One stop shop for all things glass

Visit us or call for a quote today

01295 263364

CN Glass is a one stop shop for 
all things glass: manufacturing, 
supply and installation.
  
Whether the glass is for your home or a commercial property, 
we can help you with:

      Windows           Doors            Conservatories                    
       Glass   Glazing      Facias & Guttering

With over 50 years’ experience we can turn our hand to anything, 
however simple or specialist.

We promise no hard sell, just good old fashioned customer 
service and great quality products.
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Infobengalspicededdington@gmail.com

Fully licensed restaurant and take-away

We cater for all occasions 
and dietary requirments

Lunches available by pre-order

Open 7 days a week

Monday–Saturday 5pm to 11pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm

New Street (High Street), Deddington 
OX15 0SP

Tel: 01869 337733/337799

Bookings by appointment only - We’re open 5 days a week!

Visit our Deddington Centre,  
call 01869 254 019 to book.

with SJB HEARING COMPANY
Connect to Better Hearing

“I’m looking forward to 
welcoming you all into my 

clinic and helping with your 
hearing health needs.” 

                             Sarah-Jane Brown

ABOUT SJB HEARING 
COMPANY LTD

Sarah-Jane Brown is an 
experienced Hearing 

Aid Audiologist  
and has been working 

in the Banbury area for 
the past 7 years. She has 

built up a strong reputation and 
has helped hundreds of local 

people to improve their hearing 
and overall health & wellbeing.

Hearing Healthcare Clinic of the Year
Central England  
Prestige Awards 
Winner 2021 / 22 

• Comprehensive Hearing AssessmentsHearing Assessments
• Earwax Removal with Endoscopic micro-suction with Endoscopic micro-suction
• State-of-the-Art Hearing SolutionsHearing Solutions • Friendly, Impartial Advice
• Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicfor shooting, motorcyclists & music

Visit us for:

 
call us on: 01869 254 019 
visit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN
THE COMFORT & SAFETY

OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service
for the Cherwell district

All equipment fully sanitized before 
every appointment for your protection

Fully insured and DBS checked

30 years hair cutting experience

call DAVID on
07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk
www.davidcutshair.com



November 2024 Deddington News 29

in the creative arts whether hobbyist (like me) or pro-
fessional. We have members who were professional 
and, though now retired, cannot give it up, it’s in the 
blood. We offer a whole range of support to settle 
in and a very competitive fee to use the studio and 
resources 24/7.

The other great news is that we finally said yes 
to a request to run workshops. The first in August – 
hares – and the second in October – angels. If you 
are interested in joining one or have a small group 
who would like to do a workshop, please contact me.

It’s lovely in our creative space on the farm now, 

CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p26
as the weather gets colder, the heat is on, and we are 
locking down doing our work with chats and hot drinks 
along the way. I’m attempting a polar bear pushing into 
the snowy wind, Louise is making beautiful horses, 
David has just finished an arctic fox and is looking to 
warmer places with a koala bear. Chris is looking to 
military dress, movement and dignity and Geoff has 
a fantastic warm fruit collection to finish.

If you would like to know more, do contact me.
Wendy Edmundson

wendyedmundson@hotmail.com

SPORT
Deddington Town FC
First Team results:
14.9.2		 Tysoe Utd(h)(CUP)	 W 8–2 Leney (2), 
			   Thornton J,O’Carroll, 
			   Perring, Whitrow,  
			   Radcliffe, Brooks
5.10.24		Swis 313 FC (h)	 (CUP)D 0–0 (won 4–3  
			   on pens)
Reserve Team results:
14.9.24		Bodicote Spts Res (a)	 W  5 – 1  N e w t o n 
		 (CUP)	 (2), Marrett, Jones,  
			   B. Jones, L.
21.9.24		Elmsbrook Jacks (h)	 W 4–1 Hinkson (2), 
			    Henn, Worth
28.9.24		Chesterton MBLS (h)	 L 1–5 Marrett

Well, this correspondent is at a loss to fathom 
exactly what is going on in the Banbury District and 
Lord Jersey Premier Division, so if anyone can help 
then feel free to drop me a line. The impressive seven 
goal demolition of Bishops Itchington in September 
has apparently been purged from the record books, 
meaning the Humbugs and the Itch are the only teams 
in the division with no record at all. This means all those 
magnificent and inappropriate puns I wedged into last 
month’s piece are rendered meaningless. I’ve had to 
look in the mirror and remind myself that no words 
spoken or written will be remembered by anyone in 
a few millennia and get back to the task in hand. The 
Humbugs decided to repeat the trick in the cup by 
giving Tysoe a thorough beating and followed up with 
a resolute win on penalties against Word Number 
Salad FC. Meanwhile the Latics have played like their 
crush is watching, with two thumpings dished out in 
cup and league, before suffering a backlash against 
Chesterton. Nonetheless, an excellent opening period 
for our cherished Reserve team promises much in the 
gloomy months to come.

Aaron Bliss 07909 642882

Deddington Town FC Youth
The Under 16s had a 4–0 away defeat at Charlbury, 
and 1–1 home draw with Kidlington Youth.  They also 
had a 4–2 away defeat at Bicester Town Colts in the 
cup.  The Under 15s playing in the B League had a 4–0 
home win over Garden City, followed by three defeats,  

3–1 at Dynamo Tekkers, 4–1 at Kingston Colts, and 
9–1 at Barton Rovers. The Under 14 playing in the C 
League had a 2–4 win at Watlington Town, 0–3 win at 
Chesterton in the county cup, and 1–2 win at Oxford 
Blackbirds. The Under 13s playing in the A League had 
a 0–8 home defeat to Ducklington, followed by a 2–9 
away win at Grendon Rangers, a 2–2 home draw with 
Banbury Irish, and 5–2 away defeat at Chadlington. 
The Under 12s playing in the C League had a 7–4 
defeat at Banbury Irish.  In the cup, after drawing 2–2 
with Adderbury Park, they were defeated on penalties.
Get involved in volunteering
Now is the time to volunteer!  If you want to volunteer 
with the club think about whether you can help as a 
coach to work with the Under 7s and Under 6s.  We 
are also looking for help in continuing to improve 
the pitches at the Windmill as well as look to work in 
partnership with Deddington School to improve their 
school field. If you want to get involved in our pitch 
improvement work, please get in touch with me for a 
chat about how you can help.

Roger Sykes
07899 914425

Deddington Original Golf Society
Just a reminder that our end of season Christmas 
party is scheduled for Friday 13 December. Details to 
follow shortly but it will, weather permitting, include a 
9-hole Texas Scramble followed by traditional Christ-
mas dinner with all the trimmings. Please put the date 
in your diary.

Tony Lowe, Secretary 07710 477000
dogsgolf23@gmail.com 

YOUTH
1st Deddington Guides
With the term well under way, it’s been great to wel-
come some new members. We have also reformed 
our patrols and the Guides held elections for their 
own Patrol leaders. Congratulations  to those who 
were successful. Plans are afoot for upcoming Patrol 
activities and our Young Leaders have lots of ideas 
and plans for the rest of the term. 

We began the term making the best of the light left, 
toasting marshmallows and playing a wide variety of 
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our old favourite games and we tried new ones too. 
Our caged pets joined us one evening, which was 
great fun and gave everyone a chance to handle and 
learn about the care of different animals. The Guides 
also designed their own cafés, creating tasty snacks 
and dishes, complete with menus and heeding all the 
necessary rules of hygiene and food safety as well as 
giving a presentation to tempt new customers. We had 
some wonderful creations.

Maggie Rample
 07957 600755 

1st Deddington Scout Group
Cubs
This month the Cubs have been continuing work on 
their chef badge. We have learnt about the different 
food groups along with safety and hygiene in the 
kitchen.

Before the evenings became too dark, we enjoyed 
a great visit to the allotments where many cucumbers, 

carrots, tomatoes and blackberries were picked, dug 
and consumed. We also enjoyed a very competitive 
and exciting game of conkers.

Tracy Tong
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Scouts
In our first meeting we learned about risk assessing, 
something we do all the time as leaders. The Scouts 
studied a variety of incidents and discussed the level 
of risk each of them posed, with very interesting re-
sults as, of course, many of them fell into more than 
one category. With this in mind, our next activity was 
designing and building a crazy golf course – crazier 
than golf! A study of gender in sport came next, again 
with interesting views put forward. 

Just to let you know, all this thoughtfulness was 
interspersed with raucous games – no change there!

Pete Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 
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The recent road resurfac-
ing work on the Hempton 
Road – long overdue, in 
my opinion – brought into 
sharp focus the number of 
Windmill users who arrive 
at the centre by car rather 
than by bicycle or on foot. 
Several clubs and groups 
meeting later than 7.00pm had to cancel their sessions 
for fear of being trapped overnight in the Windmill car 
park – a fate you wouldn’t wish on anyone. I’ve often 
used this column to gently ask the question whether 
those people who actually live in the village really need 
to drive all that way to the Windmill, but I’m not going 
to ask that one again. Oh … I just did! 

Joking aside, whilst for 99% of the time our parking 
capacity is perfectly adequate, there are a few occa-
sions when the car park is full and people look to park 
in neighbouring streets. I would just hope that these 
people park in a considerate and respectful manner 

so that local residents are 
not inconvenienced in any 
way. Thank you.

We’ve had a run of suc-
cessful events recently at the 
Windmill, including Dedding-
ton Artisan Fayre, Deddy 
Rocks and the inaugural 
Deddington Wine Festival, 

‘Cheers to Charlie’, of which more on p6. We’ve also 
been host to several private birthday parties, meetings 
and visits from people looking for a space to start up a 
club or a new activity – all of which are exactly the sort 
of thing a community centre should be used for. If you 
would like to know what’s happening at the Windmill, 
or find out how to book it for one of your own events, 
just visit our website www.thewindmilldeddington.org, 
our Facebook page or call our bookings secretary, 
Julie, on 07720 834006.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org

DEDDINGTON COM MUNI TY CENTRE

The next film to be shown by Age UK on Thursday 14 
November at the Holly Tree Hall will be Fisherman’s 
Friends: One and All. 

This second film continues the true story of the Cor-
nish fishermen and their unexpected musical success. 
A year after their hit album, they are struggling with the 
pressures and temptations of their new found fame. 
The loveable group is aiming for a second album and 
the Pyramid Stage at Glastonbury but their journey is 
amusing and anything but straightforward.

The film starts at 1.30pm with refreshments from 
1.00pm. It is open to anyone over 50 and no booking 
is required.

Come and relax in a lovely local hall for an after-
noon’s entertainment for just £2.

Julia Cork
Julia.cork@thedha.org

‘ROXY’ AT THE HOLLY TREE HALL
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Farm Shop
Home Farm, Clifton, OX15 0PA

Home-produced lamb, hogget & mutton. 
Kid goat, rare-breed pork 

and free-range Bronze Turkeys. 
Available in season

Honey, free-range eggs and more…

Christmas Trees
On sale from Saturday, 30 November

Non-drop Nordmann Fir and 
traditional Norway Spruce

All sizes including pot grown
Fabulous trees, sensible prices

Local delivery possible
Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk
Tel: 07917 795207

Follow us on Facebook

Pi
p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625
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Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

07565 803 507
mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com

mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com
07565 803 507



IBC

The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG
Tel: 01869 338275

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these 
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties. 

Name

email

Address

10%
Discount

Collections Only*

1937 - 2022

Built on Service

T
ru sted b y G e nerati

on
s

85
Years

pop in for a relaxing browse, we're open 10am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 5pm on Saturday's
nellieanddove.com | 01869 336972 | info@nellieanddove.co.uk

mens & ladies wear | gifts | jewellery | home | accessories | shoes
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01869 340429 /01908 505658  info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk  www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL� 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE� 0808 278 7906
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON� 01869 338611
HOSPITALS: 

Churchill� 0300 304 7777 
Foscote (Private)� 01295 252281 
Horton General� 0300 304 7777 
John Radcliffe�  0300 304 7777 
Manor (Nuffield Health, Private)� 01865 521405 
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre� 0300 304 7777 
Katharine House Hospice� 01295 811866

NHS	 Non emergency� 111
PARISH CLERK� 01869 337447 

(Monday 9.00am–12.30pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm,  
Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 

POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs)� 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E)� 01869 338430
PFSU � 01869 337484 
VILLAGE NURSERY� 01869 337383

DEDDINGTON CLUBS AND SOCIETIES: The full list of 
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES� See section inside
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OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 
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DEDDINGTON LIBRARY	�  01865 816010
Monday	 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday	 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday	 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday	 9.30am–1.00pm  

TRAVEL: 
Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd� 01451 820369 
National Express� 08717 81 8181 
National Rail Passenger Enqs� 03457 48 49 50 
OurBus Bartons � 01869 699699 
Oxford Bus Company� 01865 785400 
Oxfordshire Comet� 01865 323201 
Stagecoach Bus Company� 01865 772250 
Traveline (Public Transport)� 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES: 
Gas Escapes (24hrs)� 0800 111 999 
Electricity – any supplier 
	 Emergency/Power cut� 105 
Careline (over 60s)� 0800 101 3333 
Ofgem� 020 7901 7295 
Thames Water (24hrs)� 0800 316 9800

WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham� 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE� 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL� 01865 792422


