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THERAPY CENTRE
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The range of treatments on offer from practitioners
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes:

© Physiotherapy

© Osteopathy

© Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
© Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

© Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

Clinical Psvehol Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire
©
inical Fsychology Beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment

© Counselling & Coaching rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at

an affordable price.

© Holistic & Theraputic Massage Visit our website for more details

www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

.. ) Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or
for booking information email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
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Happy birthday, Ruth Johson! On 29 April Ruth will score a very lively
century, for most of those ninety-nine years walking into the village
daily, first from Dane Hill and latterly from Mill Close. She served the
DN faithfully both as writer and printer, managing the printing process
from 1998 until well into her nineties. Don’t miss out on her delightful
writings which can be read at https://www.deddingtonhistory.uk/

ruthjohnsonswritings. CcD

WHAT’S ON

April

Wed 2 Photographic Society: AGM, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm

Wed 2 Friends of Deddington Library: Bengal Spice Night,
6.30pm or 8.30pm

Sat 5 PFSU & Nursery: Easter trail, 9.30am—-1.00pm

Sat 5 Cherwell Choral Society: Stabat Mater, Pergolesi,
Parish Church, 7.30pm

Sun 6 Music in Adderbury: Kleio String Quartet, Britten and
Mendelssohn, Adderbury Church, 6.00pm

Wed 9 Deddington WI: Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm

Wed 9 Barford WI: FarmED, Barford Village Hall, 7.30pm

Thu 10 ‘Roxy’: Easter Parade, Holly Tree Hall, 1.30pm

Thu 10 History Society: Jericho: Oxford’s First Industrial Suburb,
from Cholera Epidemics to Gentrification, Ciaran Walsh,
Primary School, 7.30pm

Sat 12 Chipping Norton Choral Society: Bach, St John Passion,
Parish Church, 7.30pm

Wed 16 Parish Council: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 7.30pm

Thu 24 Book Group: call Sally Lambert, 01869 338094 for details

Sat 26 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am-12.30pm

Sat 26 Pop up Art Exhibition, Holly Tree Hall, 9.00am—4.00pm

Sun 27 Pop up Art Exhibition, Holly Tree Hall, 9.00am—4.00pm

Sun 27 A Song for Simon: Fundraising for MND, Parish Church,
3.00pm

Sun 27 Music in Adderbury: Adderbury Ensemble, Schubert
and Borodin, Adderbury Church, 6.00pm

May

Tue 6 DOGS: Robin Hood Golf Club, Solihull

Wed 7 Photographic Society: Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm

Wed 7 Annual Parish Meeting, Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre,
7.30pm

Thu 8 Holly Tree Club: 80th Anniversary of VE Day, afternoon
tea, Holly Tree Hall

Thu 8 History Society: The Oxfordshire Blue Plaques Scheme,
Professor Robert Evans, Primary School, 7.30pm

Thu 8 80th Anniversary of VE Day: Market Place 10.00am

Sun 11 Music in Adderbury: Adderbury Ensemble, Dvorak and
Schubert, Adderbury Church, 6.00pm

Wed 13 Deddington WI: Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm

Sun 18 Four Farms Challenge: Castle Grounds, 10.00am
Wed 21 Parish Council, Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 7.30pm

Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation

for this information to be used both in print and online.

Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees,
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.

The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting on Wednesday 19 March at the Old School Room, Hempton

Present: Councillors ap Simon, Cox, Mylne, Oldfield
(chair), O’Neill, Robinson, Snashall, Swadling, Smith
and Timms, District Councillor Rogers, County Coun-
cillor Fatemian, the parish clerk and minutes clerk,
five members of the public and a DN representative.

There remains one vacancy on the PC.

Open Forum

A local resident commented on the possibility of
replacing the goal post at Castle Grounds and the
hazard of dog mess there, saying it is unsafe to have
children playing there with so much excrement lying
around. There’s a number of people who allow their
dogs to run free without the owner paying attention to
what they’re doing. It was agreed that this is a parish
wide and countrywide problem, not easily solved if
owners cannot behave responsibly.

County Councillor

Despite OCC receiving more government funding than
expected, the Liberal Democrat/Green administration
has increased Council Tax by 5%.

Local elections are going ahead in May because
OCC is not in the fast track for reorganisation. Dis-
cussions with neighbouring authorities and an interim
plan have been requested by government by 21 March
with a full proposal by 28 November.

District Councillor

CDC Planning is at risk of being designated as un-
der-performing as a result of a high number of appeals
being allowed (12) against the total of major applica-
tion decisions (114) in the assessment period. This is
more than the 10% government threshold and could
leave CDC unable to determine some applications
for a year and also lose the planning fee. A decision
is due in April.

CDC are moving their offices to 39 Castle Quay,
Banbury, on 31 March.

Highways and Transport

Several residents from Hempton commented on the
issue of the proposed traffic calming and build-outs
which have now been delayed. There is a mix of opin-
ions regarding the efficacy or otherwise of the propos-
als, including a suggestion that a build-out at the east
end of the village is likely to cause sufficient frustration
with a build-up of traffic during peak hours which could
cause a serious incident. Of those residents present
at the meeting, it was agreed that a build-out at the
west end of the village would help slow speeding
traffic. Traffic travelling from west to east frequently
collects into a convoy on the wrong side of the road in
the village because of parked vehicles. At present it is
uncertain what action OCC will take as they have had
to review their proposals and the finance from USAF
may not be available by the time they have carried out
trials. Residents were urged to write to Lee Turner of
OCC Highways with their concerns.

The PC has written to CDC S106 monitoring of-
ficers to advise them that Burringtons have closed their

operations relating to the Hempton Road and Clifton
Road developments and their affairs are now in the
hands of a bondsman. PC has requested that CDC
withhold permission for the five remaining affordable
houses at Fardon Way to be sold until the internal and
frontage roads and pavement surfaces are completed
and the remaining S106 money still owed is paid. PC
has been advised that CDC has passed the matter to
their legal advisers.

A resident’s email, highlighting the risks with the
lack of advance warning of the build-out in Deddington
on the Hempton Road, has been passed to OCC.

Street lighting at the Grange is not covered by OCC
lighting because the road is still designated as private.
Environment and Recreation
Converting the existing Lookout at the Windmill adven-
ture playground to a teen shelter is being considered.

The upgrades to play equipment at Wimborn Close
an Welford’s Piece have been completed on time and
in budget.

The footpath between Hobart Way and Wimborn
Close is being laid to include a dropped kerb.

Although there was previous PC agreement that
‘No Bikes'’ signs should be placed around the copse
at the Windmill, this is now being reviewed.

Finance and General Purposes

English Heritage has requested a stall at the Four
Farms Challenge on 18 May so it will be suggested
to them that they encourage people to clear up after
their dogs. Anyone witnessing someone not clearing
up after their dog can contact the Dog Warden directly
on 01295 227007 during normal office hours.

On 8 May there will be a number of activities to
commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day in the
parish. Rob Forsyth is master-minding the coordina-
tion of school children performing on the Market Place
green, which will be followed by the national anthem
and a piper at the war memorial. Parish councillors’
presence has been requested. Work is on track for a
beacon to be lit at the highest point in the parish at
Tomwell Farm at 9.30pm.

Planning
No objection
3 Castle End, Castle Street, Deddington: tree works.
Plough House, New Street, Deddington: addition of
bathroom to existing lean-to extension and associated
works. Defer to conservation officer.
Large Scale Planning
Land west of Stonecroft House, Deddington: the PC
confirmed their objection to CDC to the four addition-
al bungalows, even with the change of angle of one
bungalow, for several reasons.
Neighbourhood Planning
Deddington’s NDP is to be put forward for an award
for the Homer O’Neill consultant.

Next meeting: Wednesday 16 April at 7.30pm

at the Windmill Centre

These Parish Council notes are the view of our reporter, Jill Cheeseman, and not the official minutes. For
those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html
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Cox’s Garage

Walnut Tree Lane, St Thomas Street, Deddington, OX15 0SY

MOTs - Services — Diagnostics — Tyres & Fitting

01869 338940

Batteries — Brakes — Air Con - Clutches - Welding

2006 * HES

Paul Cox CAE AMIMI Monday to Friday: IMI EV/Hybrid Servicing @
2019/2020 Member = 8.30 am - 5.30 pm Level 3 Qualified =
Saturday: Appointments

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Having a local office means we're accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy,
make a claim or need financial advice.

We can help you with:

+ Home Insurance « Car Insurance

- Commercial Vehicle Insurance - Business Insurance
- Retirement Planning - Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from
specialist providers. We'll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is provided
by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in:
NFU Mutual Deddington, Orchard House, Hoperaft Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400

NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

K Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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Bloxham Dental Practice
Bloxham Dental @ Banbury
Banbury Orthodontics

Bloxham: 01295 721030
Banbury: 01295 257860
Email: blox.dent@nhs.net

www.bloxhamdentalpractice.co.uk

For healthy teeth
and a beautiful smile...
Providing excellent dental care for you

and your family, our highly qualified
team of dentists and orthodontists offer:
® Teeth whitening
e Composite bonding and
tooth-coloured fillings
e Cosmetic crowns and veneers
@ |nvisalign and other teeth
straightening options
with our Specialist Orthodontist
e Implants to replace missing teeth
® Hygiene services
Accepting new patients on a private
basis, we have a dental membership
plan and offer finance options to help
you spread the cost of your dental care.

Contact us today for an

appointment

0oh 9 X

[COMPUTERPRO]

IT Support &
Computer Repair

Repairs & D
Upgrades

Wifi Issues & @ Online
Installation Security

Onsite
Support

Phone &
Tablet

Data Backup

& Recovery

Cloud Remote
Services Support
New & Refurb & Recycling
Machines && service

01869 352002

hello@computer-pro.co.uk www.computer-pro.co.uk
Heyford Park Innovation Centre, 77 Heyford Park, OX25 5HD

Painting
ompany

AHS |

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury,
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL
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Our recent AGM prompted a look back over the past
year and towards the next in the Castle Grounds. We
had a fair amount of cold, wet and miserable weather
last year, contributing to the worsening erosion and
prolonged flooding along the southern outer path;
the ‘moat’ became a moat. The brambles and sap-
lings continued to grow unabated, needless to say.
No Mow May was appreciated by the earthworms
— hotly pursued by moles — with many molehills and
broadleaved weeds appearing in the area that wasn't
mown. Another successful Four Farms Run started
and ended in the Castle Grounds the same month,
returning this year on Sunday 18 May.

A slightly slower paced, if more smartly attired,
sporting event is shown in the photo — The Bowls
Match held as part of the 1932 Flower Show in the
grounds nearly a century ago. No sign of moles pop-
ping their head up through the very level-looking lawn
on that occasion.

A squatting jackdaw was the only owl box occupant
when the boxes were last inspected. Tawny owls nest
in March and have been heard in the area, so here’s

FRIENDS OF CASTLE GROUNDS
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hoping they’ve spotted the box and persuaded the
jackdaw to return to the Deddington jackdaw com-
mune. The new bins made it even easier for everyone
to use another bin for their litter or dog waste if the
nearest one was full — thanks to everyone who went
the extra 100 metres.

Our action list for the coming year, in collaboration
with the parish council, includes tackling the brambles,
the erosion of the southern path, and repairing or
replacing some of the benches. If you're interested in
the Castle Grounds from an environmental, historical
or community perspective — or just because you enjoy
spending time there, with or without your dog — then
do get in touch, new volunteers are always welcome.
The FOCG charity officers were all re-elected at the
meeting (thanks to them and the members for their
contributions), so you won't be strong-armed into doing
more than you bargained for. Find out more via our
page on the Deddington Online website, our Facebook
page or email info@friendsofcastlegrounds.co.uk.

Charlotte Holmes
charlottemegholmes@yahoo.co.uk

PARISH SHOW - SATURDAY 30 AUGUST

The Parish Show committee is looking forward to a
bumper crop of entries this year. There are so many
appealing categories for everyone. It's an ideal op-
portunity to share your skills and hard work with the
village.

This year we have made quite a few changes to
encourage younger entrants, maintain the interest of
faithful followers and attract enthusiastic newcomers.
We are especially keen to entice the allotment frater-
nity to show an abundance of fruit and vegetables. In
the next few months we will pre-release programme

ideas on the Facebook Deddington Community Page.
The programme itself will be available to download at
the end of May. In the meantime, we can whet your
appetite with the topics for the photography section:
A Black & White Portrait, Water, Garden, Geometric
and Deddington Architecture. Please remember that
the photo must be 18cm x 13cm, unmounted and have
been taken by the exhibitor.
It’s the taking part that counts!
Maureen Robinson
Parish Show Committee
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LAST WORD
MERIEL FLUX 1965-2024

Meriel was born in Gravesend, Kentin 1965, daughter
of Jim and Jean Flux, and sister of Rowena. Owing
to her father’s work for a multinational company, she
grew up multi-lingual, the family having been based
variously in the UK, Germany, Canada, Morocco
and Switzerland. She started school in Canada and
was then home schooled for six months in Morocco
before going to boarding school in UK: first, at Malt-
man’s Green and then Malvern Girls School (now
known as Malvern St James) which she enjoyed.

From there she then went on to train as a nurse
at Frimley Park Hospital in Surrey, where she loved
both the work and the social life, including the monthly
cocktail evening. It was here that she made her lifelong
best friend, Tessa,

After completing her training and working for a
while at Frimley, she took a job on a medical ward in
Oxford’s John Radcliff Hospital and lived in Kidlington.
She then took a position with the Surrey and Sussex
Healthcare NHS Trust, initially based at Crawley hos-
pital, eventually becoming the Trust’s Manual Handling
and Health and Safety lead, as well as a Royal College
of Nursing rep.

Meriel moved to Deddington in 2017, living in her
parents’ old house. She quickly involved herself in
village activity, being an active church member and, for
a time, a churchwarden. She served as a committee
member for the Friends of Deddington Library, took
a leading role in the Deddington Craft Group and fol-
lowed in the family’s tradition of involvement in panto

UKRAINE UPDATE

Since the March update there have been many shock-
ing developments globally, the like of which we have
never seen before: countries turning on their allies,
resulting in bad decisions that will undoubtedly be
detrimental to peace in the world as we know it. At the
time of writing, the situation in Ukraine and the exact
nature of a possible peace agreement is still very
unclear. In the meantime, all along Ukraine’s eastern
front, a war rages on.

So now more than ever before Ukrainians need
our help. DrivingUkraine’s work is business as usual —
sourcing, preparing, repairing and modifying vehicles
ready for brave volunteers to drive to Ukraine where
they go straight to the front line and are put to work.

At the end of every month a convoy of five vehicles
and ten people leave Oxfordshire to drive to Ukraine —
is this something you could do? Visit DrivingUkraine.
org — here you will find stories of resilience, hope and
courage as volunteers work alongside local communi-
ties under increasingly challenging conditions. Follow
the journey, learn about the impact volunteers make
and discover the many ways you can make a differ-
ence. Let’s hope that by the time of the next DN there
will be some positive news to report on.

Slava Ukraini!

Jenny Soddy, 07976 922558
Jennysoddy@gmail.com

by making costumes, as well as participating in the
Photographic Society.

Crafts were a major love — from etching glass to
dressmaking. Christmas presents were personalised,
especially quilts. Animals were an equally important
factor throughout her life; from her childhood hamster
— called Septimus until she produced nine babies,
prompting a renaming to Septimama — to her dogs,
from Beano and Angel down the line to Zaatar and
Comfrey, and the congregation of cats.

Meriel loved to experiment with food and drink,
preferably to gourmet standard, hence her extensive
cook book collection and her visits to food festivals
in Abergavenny and Ludlow. Her pastry, made from
scratch, was fantastic. Dressing up for fancy dress
parties, including annual murder mystery events, was
another pleasure as was playing Scrabble, at which
she was a demon, making astonishingly high scores
with seven letter words and always on a double or
triple word score.

Meriel never married but was an active godmother
to Fran (Tessa’s daughter) and a devoted aunt to her
nieces, Iris and Connie. She always valued her friends
highly and could be ridiculously generous. She was her
own quirky person and lived her unique life to the full.

‘Do not cry because | am gone. Smile because |
lived.

Rowena Pullan

CHIPPING NORTON
CHORAL SOCIETY

=5t John Passion
“/ys.Bach

onductor: Benedict Goodall

“Evangelist: Sebastian Hill

ofton Baroque Players

rday 12th April 2025

) 7:30 pm
_ 8t Peter's & Sg#Paul’s Church
De_(_:jﬁ#rﬁ{on OX15 0TQ
“ Tickets: www;éncs.org.uk
£15 in advance/£15 on door/under 16s free.




C.A.Berger

Painting & Decorating
Interiors & Exteriors
Residential & Commercial
Carpentry Repairs
Property Maintenance

Mobile Office Tel
07875 212315 01295 738633

Email: claytonaberger@gmail.com

call DAVID on
07775 806655 or 01869 346910

www.davidcutshair.com

April 2025 DEDDINGTON NEWS 7

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN
THE COMFORT & SAFETY
OF YOUR OWN HOME

‘x Friendly, mobile hairdressing service
for the Cherwell district

All equipment fully sanitized before
every appointment for your protection

Fully insured and DBS checked

30 years hair cutting experience

>Q >Q >

I'T°S A

JOURNLEY
WE'LL GET
YOU THERE

01869 337001
deddington@hamptons.co.uk
hamptons.co.uk

Hamptons

THE HOME EXPERTS
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. o o Central England
Hearing Healthcare Clinic of the Year P prestige Auards
Winner 2021/22

Connect to Better Hearing
with SJB HEARING COMPANY gy T

Visit us for: Sarah-Jane Brown is an
. . - experienced Hearing
- Comprehensive Hearing Assessments Y » Aid Audiologist
- Earwax Removal with Endoscopic micro-suction & e
e In the banbury area ror
- State-of-the-Art Hearing Solutions - Friendly, Impartial Advice the past 7 years. She has

built up a strong reputation and
has helped hundreds of local
people to improve their hearing

Visit our Deddington Centre, andi overall ealth & weloeing
Cau 01869 254 0]9 to bOOk. : “I'm looking forward to

Bookings by appointment only - We’re open 5 days a week! u-Jel'comlng yo-u el l,nto my
— clinic and helping with your

hearing health needs.”
Sarate-fane Brown

- Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & music

call us on: 01869 254 019
'Where your hearing comesfirst” visit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

‘sP

- i
Q.\ Q

Your Do%y PA

D09 Walking
Pet/House Sitting

A great space for"
parties, meetings, &

Vet Taxi events, clubs and
Home Visi’cing more.
dand so much more... M Bookings@TheHollyTreeHall.org

ﬂ @TheHollyTreeHall
QY 07907 020 486

07816 521 625
pip@pipspawz.co.uk

www.TheHollyTreeHall.org
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CHURCH
April

This month we continue our Lenten reflections on our need for God’s love and forgiveness as we approach
Easter, which is the most important festival in the Church calendar. This year, Easter Day is on Sunday 20 April.
In the two weeks before it, we enter our deepest reflections on the Passion of Christ, which is the suffering
and death Jesus went through for our salvation. In the week leading up to Easter Day, we have a number of
special services to mark this critical stage of Jesus’ earthly life. Maundy Thursday commemorates his Last
Supper, Good Friday reflects on his death on the cross and the Easter Vigil and Easter Day services are joyous
celebrations of his resurrection and the hope this offers us all. Details of all these services are given below
and on the Easter card in this issue. Please come along to any of these services — a warm welcome awaits.
Happy Easter everyone!

The Revd Nick Fielden is Vicar of Deddington with Hempton and the Barfords. Mondays are his usual day
off, so if you need to contact a member of the clergy urgently on a Monday, please contact one of the wardens.
Barford St Michael’s church is open Wednesdays to Sundays between 10.00am and 3.00pm. Deddington church
is open daily from 9.00am—4.00pm for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. Deddington church
services are streamed live. Please see our website or Facebook page for updates: www.deddingtonchurch.
org and https://www.facebook.com/DeddingtonChurch

Lent Course:
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

Mon 8.45am Morning Prayer
Tue 8.15am Morning Prayer
Wed  10.00am Holy Communion (with healing

prayer on 4th Wednesdays)
Tea + Toast and Squiggles and
Wiggles (term time)

Morning Prayer

Evening Prayer

Holy Communion

Evensong

Holy Communion

Family Service

Compline

Stations of the Cross

Holy Communion

Service of Reflection

Great Vigil of Easter Service

Thu 9.30am

Fri 8.45am

5.15pm
Sun 6 10:30am

6.00pm
Sun 13 10.30am

3.00pm
Mon 14 7.00pm
Wed 16 7.00pm
Thu 17 7.00pm
Fri 18 11.00am
Sat 19 7.30pm

Tuesday 8th and 15th April at 7:30pm in Deddington Church

Sun 20 10.30am Family Holy Communion
Sun 27 10.30am Holy Communion
Hempton

Sun 20 9.00am Family Holy Communion
Barford St Michael

Wed 5.15pm Evening Prayer

Thu 8.15am Morning Prayer

Sun 6 10.30am Coffee and Chat

Fri 18 10.00am Prayer stations — until 2:00pm
Sun 20 10.30am Family Holy Communion
Sun 27 10.30am Holy Communion
Barford St John

Tue 5.15pm Evening Prayer

Fri 8.15am Morning Prayer

Sun 13 9.00am Holy Communion

From the Parish Registers

Funeral.

Mar 4 Ann Pauling

For funeral and home visits in case of iliness please contact the Vicar, Nick Fielden on 01869 934794 or vic-
ar@deddingtonchurch.org, or one of the church wardens — Deddington: Stan Nelson (01869 337883), Caro-
line Condon (07821 259092) or wardens@deddingtonchurch.org. Barfords: Sue Addison (07484 718791) or

Sally Barber (07776 241218) or barfordchurches234@gmail.com.

For baptisms, weddings and general enquiries please contact the parish administrator: office@deddington-

church.org.

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on
Saturdays; and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-banbury.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each weekday Mass.

M40 JUNCTION 10 CLOSURES

Due to to severe weather delays and the discovery of
unexpected utilities, work on the southbound exit slip
road of the M40 at junction 10, connecting to the A43,
is expected to continue in to summer 2025.

To minimise disruption to the local community,
residents, businesses and road users, work will be
done overnight during the week. The southbound
exit slip road will be closed between 9:30pm—-6.00am
on Monday—Friday with a diversion to Junction 9
and back. There will be 24-hour lane closures of the

M40 southbound approach nearside lane and of the
A43 north and southbound, with a temporary 50mph
speed limit as well as occasional weekday night-time
closures of relevant sections of the A43 northbound
or southbound. Access to businesses and residences
will be maintained wherever possible.

Details can be found at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
m40-junction10 and https://nationalhighways.co.uk/
travel-updates/road-closure-report/.
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POSTCARD FROM AMERICA

Many of my friends in the parish think that my love of
America is strange but | love road trips and meeting
diverse people. However, | think | have survived in
America by not being American. My lovely wife says
| am condescending to this once great nation but
the optimistic outgoing country we have seen since
WWII has disappeared, its role as leader of the Free
World forgotten, its friends betrayed, with a President
intent on destroying the institutions which have made
it strong. Mediocrity and chaos beckon, as bullying
and corruption signal the triumph of the mega rich
over the poor. The American Dream is broken and |
have fallen out of love.

Last week we took a road trip because it appears
that in retirement | have taken up birdwatching.
Thousands of sandhill cranes stop in the San Luis
Valley in southern Colorado on their annual northerly
migration. The valley is 80-miles wide, sitting at over
2,300 metres and surrounded on all sides by spec-
tacular mountains. We visited the birds, took a few
hundred photos, and then drove into the Great Sand
Dunes National Park. This is a truly bizarre sight. The
valley used to be covered by a vast lake and, when it
dried up, sand deposits were blown into the northern
end of the valley where they formed dunes 230m tall.
This is the America | love; these mountain towns are
isolated and the weather is brutal, but the people were
very welcoming, even if they did vote for Trump in the
election. Truly theirs was a protest vote as his policies
are only going to make their lives worse.

The next cuts that Trump and the Muskovites roll
out will be to medical cover and social benefits for
the less well off in order to pay for the billionaires’ tax
cuts. America no longer wants ‘your tired, your poor,

your huddled masses yearning to breathe free’, as it
says on the Statue of Liberty. Misinformation is normal
now, measles was eradicated but we just had the first
death of a child in over 10 years, because of the lies
spread about vaccines.

| do wonder whether we should worry about a
doomsday scenario where a crisis arises and Trump
is in charge of the red button. We are not prepared
for the arrival of Artificial General Intelligence and
another epidemic would be an enormous challenge.
If you worry about these things, | suggest you don’t
watch Paradise on the Disney channel. if we have a
crisis the billionaires and tech bros will be guaranteed
to look after themselves, not you or me.

There is no point asking me how this is all going
to end. | am useless at predictions and notoriously
unlucky; last week my car broke and the fridge died.
But today was a lucky day; my two-mile drive to the
tennis club has seven sets of lights and for only the
second time in twelve years they were all green. So
maybe it’s time to buy a lottery ticket or put a bet on
Trump not finishing his four-year term. Alternatively, |
could finally give in and discover religion. There are 15
churches within two miles of my house. One of them
must promote loving your neighbour, because sure as
hell the current government doesn'’t.

I am sorry that | can’t bring you sunshine and light;
these are very challenging times. Most days | try and
rise above it, and | would certainly leave the US — it
is chaotic and extremely broken right now — but my
wife won'’t leave her babies, and | would get lonely
without her.

Mike Ward
mike@mikeaward.com

HOSPITALITY HUB

Three steps forward, two back.

There are two lessons anyone who has worked in
hospitality learns: nothing stands still and every day
is a fun day if you have the right attitude.

It feels as though we have taken three steps for-
ward and two steps back on our mission to support
great hospitality in Deddington. Not every month is
going to be good. The tenancy of the Red Lion is
vacant from May and Foodies, too, is free from April.
It's common for publicans and operators to choose to
move on after a year or two as it's damned hard work,
so we should expect at least one change a year. The
Deddington Arms has moved its signage on. Opinions
are mixed. I'm all in favour.

The Crown and Tuns may be moving on too. | be-
lieve the landlord, Hook Norton Brewery, is now in the
final stages of selling it. In my opinion, this pub should
become a residence. Three pubs in the centre is al-
ready a high number for all to thrive. | hope the parish
council and the council planners consider what'’s best
for a vibrant hospitality scene and support a change
of use, if a planning application comes along. [The PC
gave verbal support to the change when addressed by

the potential buyer at its January meeting. Ed]

The Hospitality Hub team has been together for
eight months now and think we have made a little bit
of difference, particularly to the pubs. We are contin-
uing our presentation of the offers and events and will
keep you up to date, if you are in our database. Join
our Hub monthly email or WhatsApp by emailing me.
Find out the latest, including WhatsOn monthly diary
on our update blog https://bit.ly/3X4KjeD.

We will be sharing hospitality news at the farmers’
market, where we will have a Spin the Wheel so every-
one can get a deal each month, and continue building
our database and taking requests for new hospitality
offers. There will also be a shared Community Hub
stall under the Town Hall where other community
organisations can promote their wares. If you'd like
to email Communityhubfarmersmarket@gmail.com,
you'll get the opportunity to come and join the fun. If
you are a Deddington resident, and want to find out
what’s happening in the village, do drop by.

Hamish and the Hubbers
Hamish@stoddart.co
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DG Electrical

Domestic & Commercial
ELECSA
T: 07917 815826

) . R;red" People
danielgardner2005@gmail.com ohatal

We're 5 Star on Rated People

Sandy Billy

BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry/Chiropody Service
at Deddington Health Centre

e Nail Care e Diabetic Foot Care

e Biomechanical Assessment

e Insoles/Orthotics

e Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)

e Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
e Clinical and Home Visiting Service
e HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

=5 e —

MULLINS

]
DECORATING \j
[L— CONTRACTORS i
B Domestic & Commerecial \

" W Interior & Exterior
B Competitive Pricing

. . A
We also provide general maintenance
to your home and office
Over 115 references supplied

07815 288909 or 01295 720006

email lee@mullinsdecor.co.uk
www.mullinsdecor.co.uk
Instagram leejmull001

W
B Free Quotations

JEM

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD

# NO FUSS *
#* NO MESS 3
% NO PROBLEM

Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
I Deddington 01869 337500

Mobile 07711 443050

I@‘SMITHS NEWSAGENTS

We deliver daily newspapers
and magazines to the village

Any combination of
days per week catered for

Ring us on 01295 268499
or e-mail
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk

Puppy €lasses

Teach your puppy to walk on a loose lead, stay,
sit, down, come when called and much more!

Have a sociable and well-trained dog
© °

Puppy play & socialisation.
It’s fun for all the family!/

Classes held in
Deddington

Book online at
www.canine-paradise.com
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MASSAGE
THERAPIES

Repafrnce.
Resdete, Refax

Tranquil room in Aynho offering a
range of massage treatments:

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnhancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk

Farm Shop

Home Farm, Clifton, 0X15 OPA

Home-produced lamb,
hogget & mutton

Kid goat and rare-breed pork
Available in season
Honey, fresh eggs and more...

Half lamb and whole lamb boxes
available to order

Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk

Tel: 07917 795207
Follow us on Facebook

NELLIEXDOVE

L faaar | 0 R O WE Owees
. @)
|

fom

mens & ladies wear | gifts | jewellery | home | accessories | shoes

pop in, we're open 10am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday & 9am to 5pm on Saturday
nellieanddove.com | 01869 336972 | info@nellieanddove.co.uk




One of the things that is frequently
discussed at our committee meet-
ings is how to encourage more
people to use the Windmill facilities
on weekdays during the daytime.
We have several regular groups,
including yoga, Pilates, other fitness classes, and
baby and toddler groups, as well as music rehearsal,
counselling and NHS post-natal sessions but there is
always room for more.

Rome not being built in a day and all that, we rec-
ognise, and have seen first-hand, how challenging it
can be to establish a new class or activity. Getting the
word out, building momentum, achieving the reliable
numbers that make it all financially viable take time.
We get it. So, to all those potential entrepreneurs out
there, with the idea of supporting you and helping you
get your new class or activity up and running, here is a
special offer that we intend to run for a limited period:
50% discount on our standard room rates when
you book your first 5 sessions (weekdays only before
5.00pm, subject to availability);

a page on our website;

printing of a poster for our noticeboards (support
with design if needed);

social media posts to our Facebook new Instagram
pages;

re-posting to Deddington Online and all local com-
munity listings;

a mention in the Deddington News.

NB The special offer also applies to any existing
users who want to set up an extra class or session.

BrilliantTravel

Your personal Travel Specialist

BOOK WITH
YOUR PERSONAL
TRAVEL AGENT

Are you ready to explore the world at your
own pace, without the stress of planning?

As your personal travel agent, | can help plan
your perfect getaway. Whether it be...

* Winter sun, beach holidays, and city breaks

* Worldwide destinations including Canada,
Australia and New Zealand

* Adult escapes to family holidays, and
everything in between

Let me turn your travel dreams into a reality

More Holiday Memories for Less Hassle

Catherine Blackburn
D 01295 231525 or 07539410580
B Catherine.Blackburn@brillianttravel.co.uk

[1 catherineblackburntravel.co.uk

f facebook.com/catherinebrillianttravel

ofth

windmill

DEDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
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We hope you will take us up on
the offer. To find out more about
our facilities and what’s on cur-
rently, just visit our website www.
thewindmilldeddington.org. If you
would like to view our facilities in
person, please contact Julie at enquiries@thewind-
milldeddington.org or call 07720 834006. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org

BLISSFUL THINKING
I’m sure you're all familiar with the feeling of cramming
for an exam/interview/presentation the night before it’s
due. For some of us it's the default factory settings.
Anyway, | thought | could brush up on quantum physics
the week before talking about it on a podcast. It was
a noble pursuit which, at the point of writing, probably
has to be chalked up as a failure. However, something
did stick and that was the notion of wave-particle
duality. Waves can behave like particles in some
circumstances and vice versa, which reminded me of
Deddington: the town that exhibits traits of villages. A
relatively small surface area surrounded by farmland;
few private amenities, though with a sizeable popu-
lation density and town hall. You might say we are
a quantum village, buffeted on either side by proud
hamlets. D equals H C squared?
Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

The Friends of Deddington Library

Parish Calendar
PHOTO COMPETITION

The 2026 Deddington Parish Calendar will showcase
scenes from Deddington, Hempton, Clifton and the
surrounding countryside.

Open for entries now!
Closing Date: Monday 4th August
2025

Images should be in landscape format, minimum 5Mb,
300 Dpi & saved as a high quality .jpg

Please send your entries to Bryn Williams:
abw@brynwilliams.com

Full Details and previous calendar images
can be viewed on our website
https://www.friendsofdeddingtonlibrary.org
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FROM THE FIRE STATION

| would like to apologise for the lack of an article last
month. | and another crew member, FF Wilby, went on
a two-week trip to Borneo where we took part in an
11-day running training camp and then ran the 50km
Borneo Ultra Trail Marathon.

February was a busy month. We attended 17 inci-
dents including chimney fires, persons stuck in lifts,
assisting other blue light agencies, large vehicle fires,
road traffic collisions, a roof fire and house fires. We
have also been busy training, conducting a HAZMAT
(hazardous materials) training scenario, and we visited
Oxford Airport, as one of our crew members works at
the fire station there, to learn about incidents involving
aircraft. We started off with a chimney fire, a slight-
ly trickier one than normal due to the shape of the
chimney. Usually we attack chimney fires from inside,
using chimney rods and a small handheld pump. In
this case, we could not get the chimney rods up the
chimney due to its sharp bends. So instead, a ladder
was pitched up to the chimney and a crew member
sent up, wearing a restraint harness, to apply water
from the top. We try to avoid doing this as it is more
dangerous than pumping water up from underneath
but, in this case, we had to. We can call our 32 metre
hydraulic platform to lift someone up to a chimney but
itis very large and, in this case, there was not enough
room for it. Another reminder to keep your chimney
regularly swept!

In the middle of the month, we attended an RTC
with crews from Banbury. On arrival we were faced
with a vehicle that had rolled on its side and had a
casualty trapped inside due to their injuries. As to
the car was on its side, we could not take the roof off
as we normally would, so the plan was to carry out

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

I would like to welcome all our new readers —seven in
one week — and don’t forget your library ticket is valid
in any of Oxfordshire’s 44 libraries.

Besides borrowing books the libray offers comput-
ers, a scanner and photocopier, access to Ancestry
and local history, jigsaw puzzles, village postcards and
notelets, a place to sit, to take your blood pressure and
chat. Very importantly, we also have a toilet.

We have a courtyard behind the library and | would
like to have a few plants out there for summer. Itis very
sunny so they will need to be sunlovers. If you have
any spare potted plants, | would be very grateful for
them. | am also after a gazebo for the space.

On 19 April between 10.00am and 12.pm there will
be an Easter craft morning and, at midday, | will be
picking the winner of the Guess the Number of Eggs in
the Basket competition. The Lego Club is open every
Monday 3.30-4.30pm.

Please note: the library is closed on 21 April for
the Easter Bank holiday.

Gail Cripps, 01865 816010
Gail.Cripps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

a technique called a roof flap. This involves cutting
along one edge of the roof (the bit facing up if the
car is on its side), cutting across the windscreen and
then making two relief cuts about a quarter of the way
across each at the bottom and then folding the roof
down to open it up; a bit like peeling the lid off a tin.
This completely opened the car and allowed the crews
to extricate the casualty.

Our last incident was a flat fire that we attended,
with a crews from Banbury and Hook Norton. Whilst on
our way to the incident, Banbury arrived at it and sent
a ‘first impressions’ message stating, ‘In attendance,
smoke issuing from 3rd floor flat’. This informed us
that the flat was actually on fire, as quite often calls
like this can be false alarms. On arrival, smoke was
still issuing from the windows on the top floor flat.
The incident commander informed us that the fire
was in the kitchen of the flat and there were two BA
(Breathing Apparatus) wearers in the building fighting
the fire. Once it was out and the building ventilated of
smoke, we went in to determine the causeof the fire.
It was started by a plastic tub being left on a hot ring
on the cooker. The whole kitchen was destroyed but,
luckily, before leaving the building, the occupier had
shut the kitchen door which prevented any further
fire damage to the rest of the flat. So, before you go
to bed or leave the house, shut all the internal doors
as even thin wooden ones will help prevent fire and
smoke spread.

We are recruiting new On Call Firefighters. If you
like the sound of what we get up to, are looking for
a new challenge, are over 18, live or work within five
minutes of the station and are interested in joining
our team, then you can get more information on
our website https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/
working-oxfordshire-county-council/fire-service-re-
cruitment/on-call-firefighters or come to the station
for a chat on a Tuesday between 7.00pm and 9.00pm
when we will be training.

Ben Fenemore, Acting Crew Manager
Ben.Fenemore@oxfordshire.gov.uk

‘ROXY’ AT THE HOLLY TREE HALL
Easter Parade is Age UK’s film to be shown on Thurs-
day 10 April at 1.30pm with refreshments served from
1.00pm. It is a Broadway musical from 1948, starring
Fred Astaire, Ann Miller and Judy Garland.

Don Hewes’ dancing partner decides to go solo and
Don declares that he can make a hit performer out
of the next dancer he sees to make her jealous. This
turns out to be the naive and inexperienced Hannah.
Of course, nothing is as simple as it sounds.

The showing is open to anyone over 50, no booking
is required. Come and sing along to some well-known
songs in a warm hall, relax with a cuppa and enjoy an
afternoon’s nostalgia for just £2.

Julia Cork
Julia.cork@thedha.org
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Edd Frost & Daughters

Family Funeral Directors of Banbury

“where caring comes first”

Proud to serve the families of

Deddington and surrounding villages

Dedicated & Caring Advice

Private Chapel of Rest

24 Hour Service

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04

www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk Pre Paid Funeral Plans ‘CHERWELL

BUSINESS AWARDS 2017

Monumental Masonry

NATOR®

G SYSTEMS

Infobengalspicededdington@gmail.com

. Roof Maintenance & Repairs
Fully licensed restaurant and take-away Render & Brickwork Cleaning
We cater for all occasions Patio Cleaning

and dietary requirements Installation of Bird Protection

Lunches available by pre-order Shimneyt Cow ingaon
Open 7 days a week

Monday—Saturday 5pm to 11pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm .
New Street (ngh Street), Deddington Enhanhcethe aIWe rance ofyour property

OX15 0SP with otirgeelity assured friendly service
Tel: 01869 337733/337799 info@mo__s,_sinator.co.uk - 01295 574537
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The Clear Alternative to Braces

Archway Court, New Street, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SS
www.deddingtondental.co.uk

We provide the highest quality dental care o General Dentistry © Cosmetic Orthodontics
and a comprehensive range of services for © Tooth whitening o \Veneers
you and your family
© Crowns © Bridges
g é-ﬁ-é © Root Canal Treatment  © Dental Implants
© Anti-Wrinkle Treatment

o Affordable  @Quality  @Ethical

Saturday appointments available
Contact us on:

ONTIED
£20 OFF ..z ddemes

Your first visit when you quote this advert Tabe s 291

reviews

JOHN WHITWORTH
TREE SURGERY

Professional Tree Surgery,
Tree Work & Hedge
Trimming Services
h b &
VT e T iy

BLOXHA M MIL L’ John Whitworth NCH (ARB)

4 john@jwtsbanbury.com

: : . 01295268 170
Flexible Work Space Available 0 07970 154 552

CO-WORKING X 16 High Street

PRIVATE OFFICES g°°"C°te
anbury

MEETING ROOMS Oxfordshire

EVENTS OX15 4BS

Find Out Mbre EI o

reception@bloxhammill.com 01295 722800 jwtsbanbury.com

£




80TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY

This will be marked in Deddington on the morning of
Thursday 8 May by a ceremony on the village green.
The RBL Oxfordshire County Chairman, leaders of
local authorities and other parish representatives
will be present. Road closures will be in place from
9.30am. Those attending should assemble by 9.50 am
latest. Medals should be worn. Relatives of those who
served can wear them on the right breast.

At 10.00am the Union Flag will be hoisted while the
national anthem is played by members of Deddington
Brass and singing is led by the primary school’s Year
6 class. Canon Christopher Hall will lead prayers of
thanksgiving and for peace. Piper Stewart Carnegie
will then lead those assembled, via the churchyard
footpath, to the war memorial where, following the
Last Post, a 2-minute silence will be observed, with
prayers of remembrance for those who died in WWII
and the laying of a VE Day wreath and one by a mem-
ber of each of the armed forces. In conclusion, Canon
Hall will re-dedicate the Branch Standard in this the
centenary year of its founding.

The parish council is sponsoring a bonfire and
beacon at Tomwell Farm on the Hempton Road. It is
anticipated that the beacon will be lit at approximately
9.30pm.

Clifton & Hempton will hold VE parties. Look for
details on social media soon. And read a memory of
VE Day 1945 in Switzerland, www.deddingtonhistory.
uk > pdf_file » RuthJohnsonVEDay1945.

Rob Forsyth

Bridge
Twelve Lessons to learn,
a Lifetime to Master

Join our beginners’ Fastrack course

Twelve lessons on Tuesday evenings starting
in May 2025 in Kings Sutton Memorial Hall

Phone Ken Langdon on 07850 616069
for details

Not sure?
Phone Ken and ask for a free taster to try out bridge

Details are also on our website:
Bridgewebs.com/kingssutton

Kings Sutton Bridge Club
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NEWS FROM CLIFTON

A quieter month just gone, but Book Club has emerged
from its Dry January purdah with trips to the Red and
Great Western, with or without classic cars (much to
the delight of the Candleford petrol heads). Now plans
for the next GW quiz are in train with a Lower Larkrise
team entering.

CAST held its AGM last week with all current of-
ficers being dutifully re-elected over some excellent
sausage sandwiches with Walter, our youngest mem-
ber, looking on approvingly. A summary of the group’s
activities was delivered, showing 17 speed watch
patrols recording 1,400 vehicles, of which 515 were
speeding (37%) with 20 attracting police intervention.
Seventeen overweight HGVs were reported to OCC
trading standards, resulting in two prosecutions and
seven pending.

Three of the four planned gates have been installed
which just might show people where the village, and,
therefore, speed limits start and finish. Before publica-
tion of this august organ, more speed watch patrols will
have been carried out which will have generated data
that may or may not show their effect. We are keenly
awaiting the results of OCC’s auto traffic survey. Some
of us think their silence is admission that we have a
problem. I'm sure they would have been swift to tell
us if we were ‘overreacting’.

Bridgegate has provided some entertainment for
us down here. The question of ‘Are the temporary
lights over the Oxford railway line working or not’ is
pretty much settled. — the answer being 50% work.
The westbound lights work — the eastbound ones
don’t’ However it is just possible this debate has di-
verted some traffic away from your door steps. (This
assessment of the situation was correct as of a couple
of days ago but is very fluid and cannot be guaran-
teed correct now.) The situation was brought about
by two cars crashing into each other and then the
bridge parapet. This resulted in the crack seen from
above but an inspection by the Network Rail engineer
resulted in him returning to the road ashen faced, with
the verdict the damage is ‘quite serious’. The concrete
barriers giving us single file traffic will prevent further
damage and stop bricks falling on the line while we
await a proper bridge repair. All this was witnessed by
Ryan (casual Book Club member) who for once didn’t
host these cars in his front garden, unlike the cars he
showed us photos of ... Go the long way round, folks!

Martin Bryce
martindnbryce@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!
Good news for Krok afficionados. The Harvard
Krokodiloes will make their return to Deddington on
Wednesday 13 August. Hamish Stoddart will host the
concert again in the garden at Leadenporch House
at 7.30pm. Tickets will remain at £15, with no charge
for children under 16.
Barrie Smith
01869 337813
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CHARLIE THE TRACTOR COMES TO TOWN

The children’s play areas at Welford’s Piece in
Clifton and Wimborn Close have new attractions,
primarily a Charlie the Tractor and a Trailer multiplay
piece, perfect for climb-
ing and sliding, and for |\,
lots of imaginative play. |
Both settings have new |
swings and Clifton also |
has an Acorn Trim Trail
and roundabout. Wimborn
has the little witch’s hat
cone climber, moved from
the Windmill. We still have
to cut the path through
from Hobart Way as the
enlarged Wimborn Close
play area will serve both
communities.

The upgrades at the

two play areas were funded from S106 contnbutlons

provided by Burrington, the Clifton road and Hempton
road housing developers. They still owe us more funds
and if we manage to get hold of the money, we'll do
more.

In Clifton, the old football area has had a couple
of close grass cuts so we can see the ankle-twisting
holes; we hope to bring this back to a usable state
this summer.

We've been asked to look at supplying more fa-
cilities for teens. We've some way to go but, at the

Windmill, the broken pod swing has been replaced,
and the aerial skate is being brought back into play.
The double basketball hoops on the MUGAs are
being replaced by single
hoops with nets —no more
excuses for missed shots
now ...

The ramp leading from
the Adventure Playground
into the copse now has a
gate to keep children in
| (as requested by parents/

carers) — and dogs and
bikes out. It’s always a
balancing act to serve the
needs of several compet-
ing groups, but we have
| a duty of care to anyone
using parish council facil-

|t|es and I hope we get the balance right.

One other notable success has been the new mini
tennis courts at the Windmill. They are open access,
free to use and hugely popular already with kids (and
parents) just to knock a soft ball around.

We're always limited by space and budget when
we plan something new, but we do get many admiring
comments about the sports and play facilities we've
achieved in a relatively small community.

Mary Robinson
maryrobinson.dpc@gmail.com

J I.DA building design

Transforming Homes & Spaces by Design

Planning Applications
Building Regulations
Construction Drawings
New Builds & Extensions
Loft & Garage Conversions
Internal Alterations

"JLDA has done 3 designs for us. The first one
has transformed our lives. The work was of the
highest quality and the level of service

excellent."
L.8.0.8.8 1

Call now for a
Free Consultation: 01869 349825

Email: design@jlda.co.uk
Visit: www.jlda.co.uk

Helping You Create a Better Home

W

SAMANTHA WILLIS

GARDEN DESIGN.CO.UK
15+ Years Experience

RHS Medal Winner

Border Design
Garden Design
Landscaping
Maintenance

Contact
0771
8586105
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Foot Health Practitioner

Caroline Tindale

DipCFHP MPSPract
Deddington Private Surgery or Home Visits

Professional and caring services:
@ Nail trimming

® Treatment for thickened

and fungal nails

e Corns ™
® Callus

® Ingrown nails

® Diabetic foot care

Tel: 07899 017927

carolinefoothealth@btinternet.com
www.carolinefoothealth.co.uk

BANBURY BATHROOMS

All aspects of plumbing and tiling carried
out by an experienced
fitted bathroom specialist.
From a leaking
tap to a new
bathroom/
shower room.

For a free
quotation,
please contact Tom Morgan.
Tel: 07979 593679
22 Chipperfield Park Road, Bloxham.
Established 2002

Floor Restore
Oxford Ltd

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.
We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning
& much more...

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199
info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK

A.E.PRENTICE

FUEL MERCHANTS
A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS

KILN DRIED LOGS s
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS

COMPOST

[FLo [GAS)

We are a family business, ensuring
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800

DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coaldyou.co.uk

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE

BEFORE

* Filters
* BBQs
* Microwaves

* Hobs
* Ranges
* AGAs

e Ovens
e Grills
e Extractors

Call Paul or go online for a free quote!

paul.cronin@ovenclean.com

ovenclean 07376 730871 | ovenclean.com

[
ART STUDIO

Adult & Children's Art Classes

-Painting and Drawing
-Ceramics
-Printing
and much more...
www.lisajayne.uk.com

The Clocktower eLisaJavneArtStudio

Middle Aston

0X25 5QL @Iisajayneartstudio
@ info@lisajayne.uk.com

P

07751 827348

i . AN
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Iron and Wood Ltd

the wood burning stove centre

Visit our showroom to discuss your new wood burning

stove \
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH &

T: 01295 253 936 | E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

Forged & Found

bespoke ironwork

DRAGON FRAMING
7 I . ' \ g\”:?

Bespoke Picture Framers

40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire
OX15 OUN

To discuss ironwork commissions
large or small, please contact
Alex for an appointment

Alex is also available to cater bbq'd events
See insta @thebarbequeblacksmith

07779 256639 aleximoss@hotmail.com

Kempster Place, Philcote Street,
Deddington OX15 0TB

To discuss your picture framing
requirements, please contact
Nicki Tarrant on
07725193615
or email dragonframing@outlook.com
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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NEWS FROM HEMPTON

A parishioner who read my last month’s diatribe on
the plight of domestic servants, advised me rather
pointedly that substituting ‘wife’ for ‘servant’ would
not substantially alter the import of the piece, with the
proviso that any reference to wages be removed. |
maintain her anonymity to avoid marital complications.

Spring has sprung: goodbye winter for another
year. There are various definitions of spring, deter-
mined according to local climate, cultures and cus-
toms. When it is spring in the northern hemisphere, it
is autumn in the southern hemisphere and vice versa.
At the spring equinox, aka the vernal equinox, both day
and night are approximately twelve hours long, with
daytime length increasing until the summer solstice.
In the northern hemisphere the spring equinox is in
March and September in the southern.

The seasons and their contrary outcome in north-
ern and southern hemispheres are a result of the
geometry of the solar system. Way back in time the
Earth was clobbered by a body knocking askew its axis
of spin by 23.5 degrees relative to its plane of orbit
around the sun, resulting in the cyclical nature of the
year. Spring influences the growth pattern of trees,
the lifecycle of butterflies, migration and the song of
birds and the sex life of mammals.

Climate researchers have found that all four
seasons are warming at different rates. Average
spring temperatures have increased by 1.8C since
1970, making it the fastest warming season in the
UK, followed by autumn with a 1.6C increase, winter
with 1.3C and summer 1.4C. Spring temperatures in

England are 2.0C higher than in 1970.

In general, spring is getting earlier due to higher
temperatures, particularly at the start of the season.
The Joint Nature Conservation Committee reported
that key events which herald the start of spring are oc-
curring on average nine days earlier than 25 years ago.
There is already one record of common frog tadpoles
from Cornwall on 16 February. Warmer weather at the
end of winter tricks species like frogs into thinking it's
time to start reproducing which can be a problem as
an early March frost can kill the developing tadpoles.

Frogspawn sightings in 2024 were the earliest on
record, occurring 17 days before the benchmark date.

Analysis by the Met Office suggests that every
1C increase in October temperature delays by two or
three days the date at which trees lose their leaves.
With each tree, flower, fruit or animal species reacting
slightly differently to our changing climate, there may
become mismatches of events, leading to a disruption
in the food chain of various species and putting them
under pressure in the future.

I note the phantom tyre dumper has made a further
contribution to environmental degradation. If anyone
would like an old car tyre for an ornamental flower
planter or some such application, you can choose from
five dumped on the verge of the Hempton to Duns Tew
road, a hundred yards or so after llbury bridge. Hurry
while stocks last.

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

A lady’s 18ct gold cased
wristwatch by Tag Heuer.
Sold for £4,500 plus buyer’s
premium in November 2024

Free informal
o Valuation Mornings

Every Tuesday morning
9am to 1pm, no appointment necessary

Bocardo House, 24A St Michael’s Street
Oxford OX12EB

Free & confidential valuations on any
items you may be considering selling at auction.

Tel: 01865 241358 or visit www.mallams.co.uk

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS SINCE 1788
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WHAT DID YOU SAY?

Did you know that it was World Hearing Day on 3
March, all about promoting ear and hearing health.?
There was a lot of activity on the news and social me-
dia sites about it and you might have caught Dr Xand
van Tulleken on the BBC’s Morning Live or Dr Hilary
Jones on Breakfast, both passionately discussing the
importance of getting your ears checked and embrac-
ing hearing aids if you need them. A fun fact about the
day is that the organisations promoting it chose that
date because the numbers ‘3.3’ resemble the shape
of two ears, making it a fitting symbol for the occasion.

Around 18 million adults in the UK experience
some degree of hearing loss or tinnitus. Of these,
1.2 million are profoundly deaf and 6.7 million have
severe hearing loss that could benefit from hearing
aids, yet only 2 million actually wear them. This gap
is partly due to a lack of awareness, perceived stig-
ma, and feelings of inadequacy, especially for those
who start wearing them later in life. With age-related
deterioration in hearing there’s a hefty dose of denial
about aging that stops many from visiting their GP for
a referral or seeing an audiologist.

Hearing loss can be temporary or permanent and
is caused by various factors as well as age; for ex-
ample, exposure to loud noise, genetics, medication,
trauma, or medical conditions. It can be extremely
isolating, leading to poor mental health and loneliness
for many. Recent studies suggest a link to the onset
of dementia, potentially, due to social isolation which
can reduce cognitive stimulation or, because the brain
has to work harder to process sounds, taking a toll
on other cognitive functions. It can be stressful for
those affected and, ironically, stress can exacerbate
the condition. This month, April, is Stress Awareness
Month, so perhaps it is worth taking a moment to
reflect on the level of stress in your life and its impact

on your hearing.

Thankfully, our attention is finally being drawn
towards the deaf community and people with hearing
loss. We've seen deaf celebrities like Rose Ayling-Ellis
win Strictly Come Dancing, Tasha Stones as the first
deaf contestant on Bake Off and comedian John Bish-
op’s documentary Life After Deaf, where he and his
son Joe, who became deaf in his late teens, embark
on learning British Sign Language together.

Other wonderful initiatives are popping up, such
as Marks and Spencer’s accessible payment aisles,
equipped with hearing loops, making it easier for peo-
ple with hearing aids to communicate with staff and
complete transactions. It’s early days, though, and the
message needs to get out there. Too many people with
hearing loss are still isolated. Social environments
such as cafés, pubs, restaurants are very difficult,
as are many other day-to-day environments, from
workspaces to waiting rooms and reception areas.

With 30% of the adult population experiencing
some level of hearing loss, it’s quite likely that some-
one in your life is affected. Those with moderate to
severe hearing loss often rely on their hearing friends,
family, and colleagues to support them in daily activ-
ities. But by making the effort to adapt our ways of
communication at home, socially, or at work, we can
relate better and involve each other more, reducing
loneliness and empowering those affected to be more
independent.

I've been hard of hearing all my life and I'm pas-
sionate about this movement towards a connected
society where people with hearing loss can be easily
included in a hearing world. Join me!

Alex Elvin, 07361 830831
hello@senseprogress.com

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

Greetings as we welcome spring and, hopefully, some
warmer drier weather to entice us out. It seems as
though winter has been with us far too long.

We begin with sincere thanks to Contact Sales
who have generously agreed to cover the overhead
on our calendar, allowing us a higher profit. They
join the roster of our loyal and valued sponsors. We
also want to thank those who have recently become
subscribers. Whether monthly or annual subscriptions
or one-off donations, all are welcome in the effort to
keep our library open. If you want to start supporting
our library, just download the subscription form on
https://www.friendsofdeddingtonlibrary.org/help and
hit the ‘send’ button.

As you may have seen, Bengal Spice has kindly
agreed to host a library fundraising Curry Evening on
2 April. The 6.30pm sitting is sold out but some spaces
are available for the 8.30pm sitting. You can get tickets
at the library, Nellie & Dove or Hamptons. There will
also be a raffle on the evening with some highly de-
sirable prizes. Come and join us for lovely food, good

company and the opportunity to raise much-needed
funding for our community library.

We are running the photo competition for the 2026
calendar now, so start snapping away. We welcome
photos of events as well as of the buildings and scen-
ery around the parish. So, whether it's a view that is
particularly springlike or party banners and flags for
VE Day in May ... remember your cameral

Bryn Williams
abw@brynwilliams.com

PFSU AND NURSERY
We would like to thank everyone who joined in with
our first fundraiser of the year, the Easter Trail.

Our next fundraiser is the Four Farms Challenge
at the Castle Grounds. Join us on Sunday 18 May
for face painting, yoga, medal making and a word
scramble fun run. We look forward to seeing you there.

Charlotte Welch

Charlotte@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
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NICHOLSONS

PLANTS THE YURT
Expert Advice & Guidance | Hedging & Screening ; A Unigue Dining Experience | Brunch | Lunch %
Colourful Herbaceous | Ornamental & Fruit Trees S Desserts | Innovative Menus | Locally Sourced Food fg
Monday to Saturday Tuesday to Saturday

01869 340 342 | contact@nicholsonsgb.com | Nicholsons at the Park, North Aston OX25 6HL
www.nicholsonsgb.com

“l can’t recommend the settings highly

(] ] \
Fantastic fun and care for your little enough. The support is second fo nene,

explorers...in the Vi“ﬂge The staff are all dedicated to providing
the highest quality service and do so

Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome with compassion and professionalism.” )

your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-
esteem and social skills.
* Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week
* Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds
« Offering 30 hours gov-funded childcare

\_° A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff. )

We offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year\
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and

Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details. )
Nursery: 01869 337383 oING
Pre-school: 01869 337484 O N ?O
info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk Q o F _ 1
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk Q‘\ o
F
Deddington Village Nursery Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit bl (z r'j 4 f -
Hempton R, Deddinglon, OX15 00H Earl Lane, Dedcinglon, OK15 0T) %:GE N F
Company No: 4874588 Ofsted No: 2798528 Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 Pou:uth“ 5‘#
\_ Charity No: 1100275 Charity No: 1100275 ) \_ )
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Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

Q 07565 803 507

N\] mvigardendesigns@outlook.com

® O

N G Gl (o

Diffuser & Candle Making
Workshops

¥

g

Jewellery & Gifts

Homeware

Paw Collars **

Crafters - Sell with us

www.bicestercandles.co.uk
Bicestercandles@gmail.com

Greenhill Farm Campsite, Station Road,
Bletchingdon, OX5 3BQ

every day — all day
WELCOME

THE DEDDINaGTO ARMS

English
Breakfast

Bar Meals

= |
Phone 01869 338364

or book a table direct on www.deddington-arms-hotel.co.uk/eat




History Corner

DH www.deddingtonhistory.uk

Continuing to reproduce material from the parish
archives and with the all too relevant and unhappy
context of Ukraine today, David French’s article draws
on various contemporary newspapers for Peace Cel-
ebrations in Crimea in 1856.

The Crimean War (1854—56) was the only major
European conflict in which the British Army was
engaged between 1816 and 1914. The news of the
signing of the Treaty of Paris on 30 March 1856 was
received by the North Oxfordshire Monthly Times
(prop JS Hiron) news room in the High Street.

‘The joyful intelligence was soon spread through
the town, the church bells rang merrily, and small
pieces of artillery were fired from the top of the church
tower and in various parts of the town in celebration of
the event till a late hour in the evening. The following
night a party of young men collected, and provided
with fire-arms, they paraded the town, and at given
signals fired volleys to commemorate the restoration
of peace’

Messrs Mason, the ‘celebrated’ axle-tree man-
ufacturers, whose factory was located on the east
side of High Street near The Tchure, gave a treat to
their workmen and families, numbering around 70, to
commemorate the re-establishment of peace. The
treat consisted of tea and cake, after which the men
were regaled with ale and tobacco, in two large sheds
recently erected in Mr. H. Churchill’s timber yard in
the High-street.

The public peace celebrations in Deddington took
place on 13 June 1856 and were summarised in a
succinct report the following day in the Oxford Journal,
although it omits to mention that it rained incessantly
almost all day. ‘There were grand rejoicings at Ded-
dington yesterday (Friday) to commemorate the peace.
We had two bands of music, and at two o’clock the
bells rang a merry peal; at half-past two a procession
was formed at the Town Hall; at three, donkey racing
commenced; at four, a dinner took place in the Ded-
dington Pavilion, erected in the Market-place; at five,
climbing a greasy pole for a hat, leg of mutton, &c.;
at half-past five, hurdle racing began; at six, tea was
provided in tents, erected in the Market square; at
seven, foot racing took place; at eight, a variety of other
amusements; at nine there was a display of fireworks
in a field adjoining the town; after which, dancing in
the pavilion, and a partial illumination of the town.’

This almost immediate report was followed up by
detailed reports in the Banbury and Oxford newspa-
pers, whose local correspondents presented differing
accounts of the festivities. The lengthy reports in the
Banbury Advertiser and the Oxford Journal both high-
lighted the dissention amongst the inhabitants as to
the nature of the celebrations. One faction favoured
illumination’, including fireworks, while the other fac-
tion, the partisans of darkness, were concerned that
the party of light might encourage unruly elements to
cause disorder.
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The ‘votaries of fire’ prevailed, and rumours
circulated that those who did not illuminate in the
evening ‘would probably have their windows smashed’
This prompted some of the principal inhabitants to
persuade the magistrates that a number of special
constables should be appointed as they had ‘reason
to apprehend that a tumult or riot might take place’.

On the day, 20 special constables were sworn in,
and joined the proceedings in a light timber carriage,
carrying flags, drawn swords, muskets and blunder-
busses ‘to overawe the obstreperous’, and with two
banjo men in the rear of the car. The Oxford Journal
alleged that the constables ‘quaffed the soul-inspiring
strong ale at the various public houses as they passed
along’.

A dinner for the poor of beef and plum pudding was
provided in a large marquee (the Deddington pavilion)
in the Market Place and the Unicorn Inn for over 450
people at 4 o'’clock, and at six o'clock tea and cake
were served to nearly 500 women and children. Many
of the inhabitants were puzzled by the sight of the
special constables, especially such a large number,
and by their antics, but the day passed off quietly,
partly because of the unremitting rain.

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

HEALTH CENTRE PATIENT
PARTICIPATION GROUP

It was interesting to discuss the triage system with
staff from the Health Centre. Dr Speight presented the
reasons for introducing the system eighteen months
ago and outlined the constant tweaking and reviews
to make improvements and efficiencies to get the best
out of the system for patients and staff.

The most important factor is that a request is seen
by the GPs who work on the system each day. They
decide the urgency of the request and follow up to
speed up diagnosis and treatment. After submitting a
triage request you might receive a questionnaire for
further information. This is to ensure you are linked to
a doctor specialising in the relevant area of expertise
or simply to assess the urgency of the request more
accurately. You may receive a link to book a test prior
to a face-to-face appointment, so that the results can
be in place when seeing the doctor.

Be assured the practice staff are continually mon-
itoring the numbers of appointments available each
day to ensure maximum efficiency. Do remember that
if your request is urgent then you can ring the Health
Centre where the details will be input into the system
by the Patient Services team. Triage can be used via
the NHS app, if you have it, or via the Deddington
Health Centre website.

The government wants your views, experiences
and ideas for improving the NHS. You can have your
say in shaping a 10-year health plan for the NHS via
the change.nhs.uk portal.

Anne Hunsley
annehunsley@msn.com
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CALLING ALL CLUBS

Book Group

Four Seasons in Japan, by Nick Bradley, contains a
tale within a tale. Flo, a young English translator, is ata
crossroads in her personal and professional life when
she is inspired to translate an overlooked Japanese
novel into English. The novel tells the story of Kyo, a
young man from Tokyo and his grandmother, Ayako,
who lives in the provinces. Kyo has failed his medical
school entrance exams and has to stay with Ayako in
order to study at a crammer. Ayako’s very disciplined
and traditional ways do not fit easily with Kyo’s modern
ideas and his secret longing to forgo medicine in order
to concentrate on his considerable artistic talents.
In addition, their relationship is affected by secrecy
concerning past family tragedies.

Most of us found the story of Kyo and Ayako more
compelling than that of Flo, possibly because her
struggles were more internal. Nick Bradley lived in
Japan for many years and his knowledge of Japanese
culture permeates this gentle exploration of family
connections, loss and aspiration. The descriptions
of the seasons are linked to Japanese customs and
ceremonies, with details of traditional clothes and
foods (a glossary would have been useful). The book
also contains some lovely drawings.

The Book Group

Deddington and District History Society

In March, Liz Woolley gave an excellent talk on ‘Lord
Nuffield’s Great Generosity to the Oxford Colleges’.
Born in Worcester in 1877 and moving to Oxford when
three, William Morris (the industrialist, not the design-
er) was one of seven children. He left school at 14 and
became apprenticed to a bicycle repair shop, Parkers
in St Giles, earning five shillings a week. After a wage
increase was declined, at the age of 15 and with £4
capital, he set up his own bicycle repair business.

In 1912 he started assembling cars although he'd
had no formal training and designed his first car, the
bullnose Morris at his car repair garage on Longwall
Street, Oxford. He then transferred production to
Cowley. Fifteen years later he was producing 55,000
cars annually, half the total UK production. Wishing
to share his financial success, in 1926 he donated
£10,000 to parents of children in Borstal and set up
the King Alfonso chair in Spanish Studies at Oxford
University. This was followed by many generous do-
nations, eventually leading to the recognition that he
was one of Britain’s greatest philanthropists.

Relations with Oxford University were not easy,
with distrust and dislike on both sides. He favoured
helping the less well-endowed colleges, including the
new St Peter’s College. Further donations were made
to Pembroke College for grants for poorer students
and, importantly, to establish a chair of anaesthetics.
Worcester and Lincoln colleges also received gener-
ous donations and the four women’s colleges received
£15,000 to fund medical scholarships. He was made
Lord Nuffield (after his home village) in 1934.

In 1935 he bought the Midlands Canal Wharf and
Basin, realising it was the perfect location for his
new college, Nuffield College, and, in 1937, donated
£900,000 to set it up to focus on engineering, modern
business and accountancy. The University was keen
to benefit from this generosity but did not favour mod-
ern studies and did not want a single subject college.
Lord Nuffield reluctantly agreed, but later regretted,
to it being for postgraduates studying social scienc-
es. Nuffield College was finally completed in 1958,
benefitting further from £3 million left to them in Lord
Nuffield’s will.

When Churchill College, Cambridge, opened with
afocus on science, engineering and technology, Lord
Nuffield remarked that that was what he would have
liked for Oxford. Over the course of his life, he donated
£30 million (£500 million today), two-thirds of which
was for education and medicine. His wish was that
he should ‘pass out of this world feeling he’d done his
best for man and mankind’.

On 10 April, Ciaran Walsh will be speaking on
Jericho: Oxford’s First Industrial Suburb, from Cholera
Epidemics to Gentrification.’

Jean Dipper
jean.dipper28@gmail.com

Holly Tree Club
A date for your diary: get your red, white and blue out!
On Thursday 8 May, the Holly Tree Club is having
afternoon tea for members to commemorate the 80th
anniversary of VE Day.
Don’t forget to get your ticket before the closing
date, 28 April. We look forward to seeing you there!
Julia Cork
Julia.cork@thedha.org

Photographic Society
Society member, Kim Benson, chronologically docu-
mented her photography in 2024, taking her audience
to different parts of Britain and the US. Keen on pho-
tographing many different subjects, she showed us
images of birds, flowers, insects and buildings that
she enjoyed throughout the year, giving hints, tips
and techniques she used to take the most stunning
photographs. One of her tips was to be organised,
storing images in named folders with dates and places.

Her style of taking long exposure images to create
movement in her pictures spilled over into the different
genres she enjoys — street photography, sport, air
shows, balloon festivals, architecture, and landscapes.
Using techniques such as panning, zoom bursts, and
intentional camera movement, she created movement
alongside altering camera exposure and shutter
speed. For clear, sharp images, particularly flora and
fauna, Kim used the technique of photo stacking in
the camera.

Kim enjoys going on planned, organised ’Flickr
walks’, joining fellow photographers in London and
Oxford. Some of her images are edited in Snapseed
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A one stop shop for all things glass:

cn “ GLASS e e e e o

Whether the glass is for your home or a commercial property, we can help you with:

\| Windows || Doors || Heritage || Window Repair
| class \| Glazing || custom || Facias & Guttering

With over 50 years’ experience we can turn our hand to
anything, however simple or specialist.

We promise no hard sell, just good old fashioned customer
service and great quality products.

Visit us or call for a quote today

01295 263364

Email: info@cnglass.co.uk
www.chglass.co.uk
Factory & Showroom:

Norton House, Beaumont Road,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1SD

N P Smith

Painter & Decorator

Everyone is welcome in the salon —
ladies and gents, and children from
the young to teenagers

A" types Of decoratlve We want you to relax, laugh and have
fun whilst being looked after and
work undertaken getting a great service at the same time

Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly

Local and reliable experience with qualified hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 OSL

Contact Nick Telephone: 01869 226522

07979 756734 Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
S T eactey Studio gﬁ
Hot epert pdtactd !
i . i lotd of lovely beaty treatwnentd avadlalle
gallandsmlthy@gmall'com call the dalow, book oulive o/ (Smadl

denteaddogle 7&@,@@0 OOl
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N\
UK SOLAR GENERATION

POWERING CHANGE
Friendly, responsive,
Oxfordshire company

Save up to 70% on your
electricity bills
Solar PV Systems
Battery Storage Systems
Electric Car Charging Points

iﬁ/ t: 01869 932250
NAPIT e: info@uksolargeneration.co.uk

POWERWALL

CERTIFIED INSTALLER

CERTIFIED

. Rated 5-stars on Google
t TeCh n Iq ue We b Continued website support
A prompt and personal service
Experts in getting you found online

We bSi'l'e d e Sig N & Creative, enthusiastic and flexible

designers

MdAad rke'l'l N g se rViceS Great communication and quick

turnaround

20+ years in websites, graphic
techniqueweb.co.uk / 01295 236266 design, branding and more.




CALLING ALL CLUBS

and Adobe Lightroom to create abstracted images.
She also uses editing techniques to layer images to
add movement into the final images. Wherever Kim
takes her camera, she finds something to shoot.

The club slideshow at the end of the evening was
‘Circles, Ellipses and Curves’. Members produced
some amazing images, from a light pendulum art piece
to outdoor shots of architecture and nature. Well done
all — very creative.

Our AGM is in April, the start of our 2025-2026
year. We welcome new members as we venture into
another exciting year.

Courtney Killpack
www.addphoto.co.uk

Local Vocals Community Choir
At the end of January, we received the devastating
news that our much-loved choir leader, Rachel, has
cancer and would be undergoing a course of treat-
ment. This diagnosis reminds me how precious good
health is and leads me to question why it is the won-
derful people in our lives who are adversely affected.
We remain positive for her and look forward to having
her back with us on Monday evenings when she is
ready. Our weekly sessions were placed on hold for
a while so we could explore how to carry on without
her at our helm. Since the beginning of March we
have been singing along in unison to songs on Spotify.
Good fun, but not what we signed up for. Thankfully a
‘caretaker’ choir leader has agreed to take us on and
we can get back to soprano, alto and baritone parts
and the learning of new songs.
Alison Grieve
www.localvocalscc.co.uk

Barford St Michael WI
Barford WI meet at 7.30pm on the second Wednes-

YOUTH

1st Deddington Scout Group

Cubs

This month we have been learning some emergency
first aid skills. We talked about what we should do in
an emergency and the Cubs worked together with
different scenarios to show the rest of the group what
to do in their specific emergency.

We practised our craft skills, making cards and
gifts for loved ones for Valentine’s Day.

Later we enjoyed making delicious pancakes. After
weighing, measuring and mixing our ingredients, we
challenged ourselves to cook them over a tin can with
a tea light, which was surprisingly successful. We then
moved on to cooking some bigger pancakes in a frying
pan where we all enjoyed a chance to flip them.

Tracy Tong
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com

Scouts
A group of Scouts also made pancakes, aided by
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day of each month in the village hall in Barford St
Michael. Our speaker on 9 April is from FarmED, the
Oxfordshire centre for Farming and Food Education,
focusing on the crucial link between good food and
good farming. Visitors (£7) are welcome. If you'd like
to know more, please contact Carole Coppin, 07768
378758, or Christine Hall, 01869 338659.
Christine Hall
Barfordwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Iron Down Sculpture Studio

The studio has been busy, welcoming Nicky who works
with mosaic colours, painstakingly combining them to
create joyous pictures and tiles. Our other new mem-
ber is Pete who paints beautiful vibrant landscapes in
acrylic. Their works give a happiness and continuing
energy to the studio. Our community now numbers
seven but we have room in our well-equipped makers’
space for another enthusiastic hobbyist or artist.

Back in June we wanted to tell people about the
wonderful world of clay. Since then we have held four
Clay Days; they are such fun and you get to make and
glaze wonderful pieces. The groups are small and
personalised, and you get to know the studio and our
makers as well, all doing different work in a variety
of materials.

From Saturday 17 May, come and see us for Ox-
fordshire Artweeks. We are Venue 510 on page 108
in the brochure. We will be showing paintings, prints,
mosaics, and sculptures in clay, wire and multi-media
materials, all set inside and outside our wonderful
setting at Iron Down Farm. Look out for our posters.

If you would like to know more about becoming a
member or joining us for a Clay Day, contact me or
find us on Instagram iron_down__ sculpture_studio.

Wendy Edmundson
wendyedmundson@hotmail.com

Donna and enjoyed by the rest of the troop. Let’s
face it, they’ll eat anything. The rest of the evening
was taken up learning phrases from a new language,
the Brussels went back up the apples and pears to
the bride and groom to try out some rhyming slang.
They had a go at translation, then concocted some
of their own. Made a change from the normal French
and Spanish.

The younger half constructed tiny bows and arrows
from lolly sticks and ear buds; some were very suc-
cessful, others not so much, but that’s how you learn.
No Scouts were injured during the event.

We invited three local groups to talk about what
they do — Friends of Castle Grounds, Friends of Ded-
dington Library and Hempton Church — and came up
with some ideas of how we could assist them. We
thank them for their time and enthusiasm. It's great
that these groups exist in our community.

Pete Churchyard
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com
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Deddington Original Golf Society

To all DOGS Members — dates for your diary. Some-
thing to look forward to along with, hopefully, warmer
weather.

Tue 6 May Robin Hood GC, Solihull

Mon 9 June Henley GC, Henley-on-Thames

Sun 20 July Abbey Hill, Redditch,

Mon 21 July weekend jolly

Thu 7 August Stratford Oaks GC, Snitterfield

Fri 5 September WaterstockGC, Thame and BBQ
evening event in Deddington

Fri. 12 December Tadmarton Heath GC Christ

mas Scramble and Dinner

If you've recently moved into the area and enjoy

golf, at any ability level, perhaps you would like to

consider joining the Deddington Original Golf Society

(DOGS). Our base is Deddington with members from

the village and surrounding area. It was established

some 28 years ago and currently has 72 members

on the database, of which on average 25 participate

in our annual events. Full details will follow prior to

each event.

For more information, please contact me.

Tony Lowe, Secretary

07710 477000

dogsgolf23@gmail.com

Deddington Town FC
First Team results
22.2.25 Hook Norton FC (h) W 3-0 Newton (2),
Whitrow
1.3.25 Hornton Devel. (h) (CUP)W 6-0
8.3.25 Chesterton (a) W 4-2
Reserve Team results
22.2.25 Wroxton Sports Dev (a) W 21
8.3.25 Hardwick Sports 3rd (h) L 4-5
A generally excellent month has ensued for both
teams, with a full house of impressive victories being
prevented only by a narrow high-scoring defeat to
Hardwick 3rd. The Humbugs’ half-dozen obliterated
Hornton Development to earn a place in the Coro-
nation Cup Semi Finals, while the Latics were given
the slip by Hardwick to miss the chance of moving up
to second. The season’s simmerings will soon reach
boiling point, and you know what to do.
Aaron Bliss
07909 642882
Deddington Town FC Youth
The Under 16s had just one match this month , a 4-3
home win over Bloxham. The Under 15s had a 4—-6
home defeat to Barton Rovers, 5-2 home win over
Wallingford and Crowmarsh, 2—5 away win at Garden
City, 3—4 away win at Didcot Town and 4—1 home win
over Garsington. The Under 14s had a 3—2 win over
Watlington, 1-1 draw with Harwell and Hendred, and
1-3 win at Wantage Town. They currently sit top of the
C League with four matches of the season left to play.
The Under 13s had a 3—2 home win over Chadlington
followed by a narrow 2—3 home defeat to Charlbury
Town. The Under 12s had a 9—1 home win over SWIS,

followed by 3—5 home defeat to Banbury United, 3—-3
draw with Hook Norton and 2—4 away win at Yarnton.

After coaching for the football club between 2007
and 2014, and then taken on the club role to design
and deliver training sessions for Under 6s and Under
7s since 2016, | have decided it is time to step down
from coaching and let younger volunteers take on the
role. So, the club is looking for a Football Coordina-
tor for the U6s and U7s from the start of the 2025/6
season. The main purpose of this role is to design
and deliver weekly training for Under 6s and Under
7s with the support of other coach volunteers. There
are 10-12 places available for each age group, and we
would expect to have three volunteers for each. Full
support will be provided by the officers in the club. If
you want an informal chat and more information, get
in touch with me.

We have our presentation day at the Windmill on
Sunday 8 June to celebrate the achievements of all our
players and the work put in by managers and coaches
through the season. If local businesses or individuals
wish to sponsor one of our awards, please get in touch.

Further information about the club is on our web-
site, www.deddingtontownfc/, or you can visit us on
Facebook, www.facebook.com/DeddingtonTownFc.

Roger Sykes
07899 914425
carsykes@btinternet.co

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Since our last letter, the weeks have been filled with
many varied and exciting events. The Year 3 pupils
had a brilliant Viking Day. The Viking visitor taught the
children about the Viking way of life, their language,
weapons and the gods and goddesses. Year 4 children
had a wonderful residential stay at PGL Liddington
in Wiltshire in late February. Their activities included
playing games whilst riding micro scooters, travelling
on the zip-wire, being eco-explorers and building
shelters and fencing.

Once again we celebrated World Book Day in style.
Pupils enjoyed a range of activities in their classrooms
with everyone, children and staff, dressed up either
as characters from actual books or from ones the
children had made up for themselves. It was a great
day, followed the next week by the Scholastic Book
Fair which was open after school each day. We would
like to thank everyone in our community, both families
and friends, for their support of this event.

We also celebrated British Science Week whose
theme this year ‘Change and Adapt’. The children
loved the day when the company, Science Boffins,
visited us, doing science workshops in each class.

We have new benches, covered outdoor learning
places, an extended forest school section enclosed by
a new fence, tree tyres to swing on and much, much
more. We are hoping for better weather so that the
children can explore the new facilities

Denise Welch
dwel3954@deddington.oxon.sch.uk



Furniture & Cabinet Maker

Creating and Caring for Fine Furniture

Commissions, Repairs and Alterations

26 years providing a highly skilled, efficient and
friendly service tailored to clients needs.
_ommissions with design service when required.
Repairs and alterations to existing pieces.
‘urniture, cabinets, drawers, shelving, bookcases,
wardrobes, storage solutions and more.

01869 254010 mark@trebler.co.uk

www.trebler.co.uk
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Window Cleaning

Working in Deddington &
surrounding villages for more
than 20 years

Fully Insured

Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation
for a safe, reliable & professional approach

For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627

sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

HN VG Hook Norton
Veterinary Group

YOUR LOCAL, INDEPENDENT VETERINARY PRACTICE.
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU, WE ARE HOOK NORTON VETS.

Your Deddington Surgery is ready to help with all
your pet’s healthcare needs;

» routine appointments
» minor surgery

» nurse clinics

» prescription collection

Providing a professional and modern small animal,

equine and farm vet service with traditional values
in an approachable and compassionate manner.

—— —

Deddington Branch Hook Norton Hospital
Please contact us to T: 01608 730501

make a booking

T: 01869 337732 www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

e
LIFETIME CARE CLUB GOLD

The Lifetime Care Club offers ongoing care for pets
of all ages, focusing on prevention, early illness
detection, and health monitoring.

With LCC GOLD, your pet enjoys FREE routine
consultations, giving it the consistent care it needs
to thrive—leading to a healthier, happier life!

ALL LIFETIME CARE CLUB BENEFITS PLUS...

' \ A A o\ [ usTeT
MORE PER
\ | _ | \ MONTH

FREE OF CHARGE  Annual blood 20% off All this for
routine vet & urine tests out-of-hours JUST £7 more
consultations s consultations per month

 onting > MONTHLY FEES, v (HHS |GG GOLD

£7 £24

£28
£31

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDED BY OUR OWN VETERINARY NIGHT TEAM

0]



John Dovey

FCCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

* Limited companies, Partnerships &
Sole traders

» Accounts prepared

» Self Assessment Tax Return
completion

* MTD advice & support

» Bookkeeping services

* New business start-ups

* Personal & Corporate tax advice
» Company secretarial services

* VAT and payroll

» Wills and probate services

email: imd@johndovey.co.uk
telephone: 01869 233003
mobile: 07801 658328

NORTH ASTON FARMS

Organic, pasture-fed meat, dairy

and more - on your doorstep!

The Old Bakehouse,
North Aston, OX25 6HX

what3words: ///branch.sunroof.diplomats

www.northastonfarms.co.uk

HELPING THE RESIDENTS OF DEDDINGTON, HEMPTON AND CLIFTON, TO
LIVE STRONGER, HEALTHIER & HAPPIER LIVES!

PERSONAL TRAINING

your fitne
to help!

Let this ad be your starting point to

transform your health and your life.

I

Plus, receive £50 off as a local resident!

Stop f

D iscover h

' facebook (500g
L2 8 234 L& & &3
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TIMBER & BUILDERS' MERCHANT

The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG

71- rr Tel: 01869 338275
937 - 202
4A i 4 r www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs.

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

Name Address

email

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties.

TIMBER BOARDS GUTTER HARDWARE PAVING CEMENT SAND INSULATION
Mon-Thu: 7:30am to 5pm  Fri: 7:30am to 4:30pm

The Grain Store Café

The Atrium Wellness Spa

Sole Pilates

Body Performance Therapy Centre

Bulb Hair Salon

Lisa Jayne Art Studio 1 H E

serrmesam [/ [CHERY

Egg Box Self Storage al Middle daton

www.thehatchery.uk

IBC
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CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL
CITIZENS ADVICE
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON
HOSPITALS:
Churchill
Foscote (Private)
Horton General
John Radcliffe
Manor (Nuffield Health, Private)
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre
Katharine House Hospice
NHS

PARISH CLERK

Non emergency

01295 227001
01295 221448
01869 338611

0300 304 7777
01295 252281
0300 304 7777
0300 304 7777
01865 521247
0300 304 7777
01295 811866

111
01869 337447

(Monday 9.00am—12.30pm, Wednesday 9.00-5.00pm,

Thursday 9.00-12.30pm)
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs)
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E)
PFSU
VILLAGE NURSERY

TRAVEL:
Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd
National Express
National Rail Passenger Engs

01451 820369
0371 781 8181
03457 48 49 50

OurBus Bartons 01869 699699
Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250

Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES:
Gas Escapes (24hrs)
Electricity — any supplier
Emergency/Power cut
Careline (over 60s)

0800 111 999

105
0800 101 3333

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

Monday 2.00-7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am-1.00pm
Thursday 1.00-5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am-1.00pm

Ofgem 020 7901 7295

101 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800

01869 338430 WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777
01869 337484 WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
01869 337383 OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 792422
01865 816010 DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of

contacts is available from the Library and Deddington
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory.

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

4

o

01869 340429/01908 505658 ® info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk ® www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk
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