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Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person 
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation 
for this information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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What’s On
June
Wed	 3	 Photographic Society: Trip to China, Aleks Gjika, Adderbury  
		  Institute, 7.30pm
Sat	 6	 Friends of Deddington Church: Charity Concert, Nicholas  
		  Doig, tenor and piano, Deddington Church, 7.00pm
Sun	 7	 Deddington Town Youth Football: Presentation Day, Windmill 
		  Centre
Sun	 7	 Katharine House Hospice: Aynho Open Gardens,  
		  2.00–5.00pm
Wed	10	 Women’s Institute: Repair Shop and Me, Christine Farmer, 
		  Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm
Thu	 11	 History Society: CS Lewis and JRR Tolkein, Alastair Lack,  
		  Primary School, 7.15pm
Fri	 12	 Adderbury Cine Club: Nuremberg, Adderbury Institute, doors  
		  open, 7.30pm, film 8.00pm
Sat	 13	 Deddington Parish Church: closed for recording session,  
		  8.00am–2.00pm
Wed	17	 Parish Council: Old School Room, Hempton, 7.30pm
Thu	 18	 Deddington Festival: Comedy Evening, Deddington Arms
Fri	 19	 Deddington Festival: Deddy Pub Crawl
Sat	 20	 Deddington Festival: Market Place, 1.30pm till late
Sun	 21	 Friends of Deddington Church: Open Gardens, 2.00– 
		  5.00pm, tickets from Deddington Church
Sun	 21	 Music in Adderbury: Carducci Quartet, St Mary’s Adderbury,  
		  6.00pm
Thu	 25	 Book Group: Call Sally Lambert, 01869 338094 for details
Fri	 26	 Community Lunch Club: Windmill Centre, 12.30pm
Sat	 27	 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat	 27	 Craft Market: Deddington Church, 9.00am–12.30pm
Sat	 27	 Deddington Bellringers: Deddington Church tower open,  
		  10.00–12.00pm
Sun	 28	 Tennis Club: Open Day, Windmill Centre, 10.00am–2.00pm
Sun	 28	 Music in Adderbury: Emily Beynon flute and Andrew 
		  West piano, Deddington Church, 6.00pm
July
Wed	 1	 Photographic Society: Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm
Sat	 4	 Cherwell Choral Society: A Season to Sing, Joanna Forbes  
		  L’Estrange, Deddington Church, 7.30pm

What an extraordinary number and variety of events and activites 
are available in this beautiful parish of ours, all kept going by what 
seems to be a shrinking number of people. 

Many organisations locally are crying out for additional help. This 
isn’t a guilt trip but please don’t just sit back and assume someone 
else will take up the slack. If you enjoy what’s on offer, why not give 
it a try? Getting involved with local organisations turns out to be very 
satisfying. 

� JC
�   
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Wednesday 20 May at the Windmill Centre

These Parish Council notes are the view of our reporter, Jill Cheeseman, a DN representative, and not the 
official minutes. For those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Present:
Councillors ap Simon, Cox, Gilham, Mobbs, O’Neill, 
Oldham, Robinson, Swadling, Timms, Watts, County 
Councillor Epps, the parish clerk and a DN repre-
sentative. 
Election of the chair: Councillor Robinson was elected. 
Councillor Robinson was the only councillor to attend 
all PC meetings during the year.
Mark Stapley, a new parish councillor was co-pted to 
the council and was welcomed.

Parish councillors will attend the farmers’ market 
in June to answer residents’ questions.
10 minute forum
The DN representative requested that the footpath 
extension white lines in the Market Place/Bull Ring be 
renewed as people frequently park there, obliterating 
access for people using wheelchairs, with buggies 
and mobility walkers. It has already been posted on 
FixMyStreet.
County Council 
Councillor Epps reported that there have been some 
changes at the county with a new leader of the coun-
cil. He now has responsibility for transport although 
the role is now split between transport and highways, 
following Councillor Gant’s resignation.
Some local issues over secondary school transport 
have arisen as a result of government policy. In par-
ticular locally, Clifton has been arbitrarily divided with 
some children expected to attend Heyford School rath-
er than Warriner. The case has now gone to appeal.
The timing on the pedestrian controlled crossing at the 
traffic lights is due to be reviewed in June. 
Finance & General Purposes
Councillor Snashall was thanked on his retirement for 
his work on this group. 
A request from the grass cutting contractors for an 
additional payment to cover the increased cost of 
diesel was agreed.
The PC agreed to contribute to maintenance of the 
church clock at a cost up to £180.
It was agreed to costs up to £120 to produce a parish 
council newsletter. 
Allotment rents will be reviewed after PC members 
have met with representatives from Storey Homes, 
the new owners of the land.
New picnic benches for Wimborn Close and Welford’s 
Piece will be installed. 
The refurbishment of the changing rooms at the 
Windmill has now started and should be completed 
in a few weeks.
Planning
No Objection 
Clydesdale,  Market  Place,  Deddington:  erec-
tion of a free-standing greenhouse in rear garden. 
Stonewalls, Castle Street, Deddington: tree works.

Approvals
Lodge Cottage, Snakehill Lane, Hempton: single 
storey extension, garage and associated internal and 
external works.
Eaton House, New Street, Deddington: tree works.
Large Scale Developments
Several meetings have been held between councillors 
and Lucy Development, the developers of the land 
north of the fire station. They have confirmed that 
they will honour their S106 obligations and build the 
nursery and the car park, handing the freehold to the 
PC. The drawback currently is that they intend to pass 
responsibility for all facilities, including the play area, 
balancing pond and open space to a management 
company. This would effectively create an additional 
level of taxation to new home owners on the develop-
ment and is a common practice countrywide. For OCC 
to adopt the road on completion of this development, 
they require an upfront payment of £1m or more which 
the developers are resisting. The PC agreed to write to 
OCC requiring them to adopt the road on completion. 
The PC are also to write to CDC to request the same 
service be provided to this development as elsewhere 
in the parish, ie bin collection regardless of ownership 
of the road.
PC representatives have been advised by the Oxford-
shire Neighbourhood Plans Alliance that an updated 
Deddington NP should allocate some new houses, 
even as few as 10. The government planning policy 
is to encourage development of new housing and any 
NP needs to take account of this. The PC agreed to 
speak initially to the consultant who assisted them with 
original NP and to discuss with CDC as to whether 
their emerging local plan will require more housing.  
Highways
A request has been made to OCC regarding availa-
bility and cost of a larger sign warning of right turning 
traffic. 
OCC have agreed that the bus layby on New Street 
should be decommissioned and hard-standing will be 
installed on the grass verge allowing buses greater 
accessibility from that stop. 
Environment & Recreation
Organisers of last weekend’s Four Farms Challenge 
were congratulated. 
The slide mound has been fully repaired and is at long 
last open for children to use.
The zipwire has been repaired but the roundabout still 
has not. Creative Play will consult the manufacturers. 
Revised maps have been sent to the contractors for No 
Mow May, covering Gaveston Green, Goose Green, 
Castle Grounds, Hempton Green, Welford’s Piece 
and Wimborn Close. 

Next Meeting Wednesday 17 June at the Old 
School Room, Hempton at 7.30pm.
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art advice in selecting 
works for your home

Try before you 
buy option

WYCHWOODART.COM 

07799 535765 | 01869 338155 
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info@bengalspicededdington.com
Fully licensed Indian restaurant  

and take-away
We cater for all occasions  
and dietary requirements

Lunches available by pre-order
Open 7 days a week

Monday–Saturday 5pm to 11pm
Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm

New Street (High Street), Deddington 
OX15 0SP

Tel: 01869 337733/337799
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At a time when the scale of global events can feel 
overwhelming and with recent news that Russia has 
mounted one of the largest attacks on Ukraine since 
the start of its full-scale invasion in 2022, it is hard for 
us to avoid feeling powerless. DrivingUkraine offers a 
simple but powerful reminder that individual actions, 
when brought together, can still make a meaningful 
difference. Thanks to the generosity of the community, 
the dedication of volunteers and supporters, and the 
commitment of DrivingUkraine’s core team, this effort 
continues to grow, reflecting a shared commitment to 
helping those in urgent need.

Since the invasion four years ago, 59 convoys have 
delivered 366 vehicles and over £2.5 million has been 
raised. Right now Ukraine is experiencing the longest 
Russian aerial attack since the beginning of the war.
A message from Maxym, head of Ukrainian Opera-
tions – DrivingUkraine:
‘The interception statistics of Russian drones are 
phenomenal. At the moment, the Ukraine air defence 
is managing to shoot down around 93% of Russian 
aerial targets. The Ukrainian air defence is proving its 
effectiveness in practice.

I want to thank every one of you who has joined 
our convoys. DrivingUkraine has delivered dozens of 
vehicles for air defence units across Ukraine, and right 
now these vehicles are working non-stop to protect 
our skies from the Russians. I can say with certainty 
that thanks to these dozens of vehicles, hundreds of 
Russian drones have been shot down.’

On 25 April, our largest convoy yet left for Ukraine 
— 25 vehicles supported by 70 volunteers. These in-
credible individuals worked tirelessly to raise the funds 
needed to purchase the vehicles, ensuring each one 
reached the frontline, making a life-saving difference 
at a critical moment. At the same time, they embarked 
on a journey of a lifetime, knowing they are making a 
real and lasting impact.

As the need continues, so too does the call for 
volunteers. Whether you can drive, help fundraise, or 
support behind the scenes, there are many ways to 
get involved.

Could you spare five days to join a convoy?  See 
upcoming dates below:
25–28 June; 23–26 July; 27–30 August. Visit www.
drivingukraine.org to learn more, complete the appli-
cation form and get involved.
What convoy volunteers are saying:
Charlie, Delivery Director at Synapx, Founder, 
SPPUG 
‘During my trip, I met some incredible people and 
learned some truly valuable life lessons. I am 100% 
behind this initiative and feel proud and honoured to 
be part of it, alongside such like-minded and caring 
individuals. Get involved—you won’t regret it.’
Rob - Founding Partner, Rational Partners
‘This is an incredible experience and anyone who is 
unsure should absolutely take the leap. You’ll be doing 
something genuinely important while building strong 
connections with others on the convoy. Spending a 
short time in Lviv really brings home the reality of the 
conflict and the impact of your contribution to it.’

Another of our latest fundraising initiatives is to 
supply Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGVs) that are 
now playing a crucial role in logistics and evacuations, 
helping reduce the risk to human life. These robotic 
vehicles are the latest innovations in remote controlled 
technology, evacuating wounded soldiers from the 
front line trenches without putting human rescuers in 
danger. Speaking with teams on the ground, it’s clear 
just how vital these capabilities are on the frontline. 
Please donate via the website to enable us to provide 
more of these UGVs.

There are many ways to get involved and we wel-
come all kinds of skills and support: fundraising; UK 
operations; Ukraine operations; European logistics; 
press and media and much more. If you’re interested, 
please get in touch—we’d love to hear from you. Visit 
the website and see the projects DrivingUkraine are 
currently working on.

www.drivingukraine.org
Jenny Soddy
07976 922558

DRIVING UKRAINE

We’ve now installed new blinds which has completed 
our much needed refurbishment. With a new coat of 
paint the inside looks bright and fabulous, so please 
come in to see for yourselves. The final stage of refur-
bishing is adding hanging baskets with an automated 
watering system to complement the outside. They 
should be in place within a month. I’m sure this will 
enhance the street appeal of our lovely building in such 
a prominent position in our community.

Congratulations to Gail who completed her fund-
raising journey on 30 April, having visited all of Oxford-
shire’s 44 libraries over the last year, plus Bullingdon 
Prison library. She will share her fundraising total in 

her own column. Sincere thanks to everyone who 
supported her – well done, Gail. 

Thanks also to everyone who came to the Race 
Night at the Windmill on 9 May. Our horse ‘Gail Force’ 
didn’t perform as well as our own Gail force does, 
but much fun was had by those who attended and 
funds were raised for our community centre and the 
library. Thanks to Peter Hogben for organising it. Our 
next event for your diaries is a Treasure Hunt on 12 
July, again in collaboration with the Windmill Centre. 
Thanks again for your valued support.

Bryn Williams
abw@brynwilliams.com

FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY
www.FriendsofDeddingtonLibrary.orgBOOK A FUTURE FOR

D E D D I N G T O N  L I B R A RY
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I have not always loved and appreciated good 
food. As a child we ate what we were 
given, and there was always a variety 
of fruit to be had and interesting things 
like cherimoya and ackees. 

After leaving school, I went to work 
for a bank in the City dealing with 
stocks and shares and it was only after 
relocating from London to North Wales 
that my interest in food began. I went to cater-
ing college in Wrexham and lived with a Welsh fam-
ily who became my second family. Catering college 
taught me discipline, the best way to get the best out 
of your ingredients and a love for all we have here in 
the UK. I have never looked back.  

Armed with information, my enthusiasm grew and 
those three years were some of the happiest times in 
my life. While at college I spent some summers cook-
ing at a gliding club on Walney Island and enjoyed free 
flights. I stayed in the area, eventually spending four 
years working in hotels in the Lakes, while attending 
Blackpool College to enhance my skillset.  

From the Lakes I went to the Isle of Man where 
I worked in a small restaurant with the owner. I was 
often on my own and I believe it was here that I began 
to form my cooking identity. Wanting to learn more, 

I looked for other opportunities and took a 
position as pastry chef at the Feathers 

in Woodstock and enjoyed an exciting 
four years there ending up as the 
head chef.  

When the hotel was sold, Leo, my 
husband, and I entered a partnership 

with the new owner and the Marsh 
Goose in Moreton-in-Marsh, came into 

being. We quickly grew into our roles of res-
taurateurs and, when we won the Sunday Lunch of 
the Year, sponsored by The Telegraph, we stopped 
worrying and began to enjoy life.  

From the Goose, we got together with some friends 
and bought The Churchill Arms which I loved. It helped 
me understand that great food can be made from 
everyday ingredients and imagination. The nature of 
the business (in our case a pub) did not restrict what 
I put on the menu – in fact I felt liberated. For me 
the best way to deal with seasonal UK produce is to 
buy quality and keep it simple: rhubarb, asparagus, 
the best seafood, and don’t forget the lamb, smoked 
haddock, strawberries and raspberries, are the best.

Sonya Brooke-Little
Sonya is at Heyford House where she and Leo run a 
very successful B&B in his family home. You can find 
her scrumptious pies, quiches and more at the market.

Deddington

Farmers’ Market

PIES

Deddington Emigrant, John Hyde Harris 
The 1808 ‘Survey of the Dutchy Manor of Deddington 
… belonging to William Ralph Cartwright Esq’ shows 
that the property to the north of the Unicorn Inn (now 
Clydesdale and Wells Cottage and House) was oc-
cupied by John Harris and his wife Mary. He is the 
John Harris (d1828) recorded on the large plaque to 
the right of the church door on which are also listed 
his descendants. 

Mary Vane Turner in her book The Story of Ded-
dington tells us that his grandson, John Hyde Harris, 
‘lived in the Market Square, Deddington [as in 1808 
survey]. Carved on the stone mantelpiece in a room of 
his house will be found the Harris family coat of arms, 
three hedgehogs, as on the monument on the south 
wall of the church. He was the grandson of John Harris 
and Mary, his wife, daughter of Nathaniel Stilgoe of 
Deddington. John Hyde Harris died 24 July 1886 at 
Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand, aged 60 years. He was 
a barrister-at-law and held an official position there. 
His house now belongs to Mr H Wells.  It used to be 
called the Grange’. 

In 1850 he emigrated to New Zealand where ‘The 
Sad Tale of Mr John Harris’ is taken up by John Cas-
well of Dunedin, South Island, in his website https://
fromasmallcity.nz, after visiting the town’s museum. 

‘Inside the museum, while wandering past the timeless 
faces of Dunedin’s past, I discovered the fascinating 
story of one Mr John Hyde Harris. Born in Dedding-
ton, England, into an aristocratic family, John Harris 
seemed to have always had high ambitions – after 
all, he could trace his lineage back to the first Earl of 
Clarendon. So, it’s hardly surprising that he trained 
in law before emigrating to Otago, where he arrived 
in Port Chalmers in 1850. Within a few years, he had 
married the daughter of one of Dunedin’s founding 
fathers, Captain William Cargill, and went on to hold 
numerous high-profile public roles. He served on the 
Dunedin Town Board, was elected Otago Superin-
tendent, became captain of the Otago Light Horse 
Volunteers, presided over the 1865 Dunedin Exhibi-
tion and was a University of Otago councillor. If that 
wasn’t enough to fulfil his illustrious pedigree, he was 
also considered one of Dunedin’s merchant elite and 
invested heavily in land. However, it all fell apart for 
the distinguished Mr Harris when he attempted to de-
velop a township called Clarendon at the head of Lake 
Waihola. The sections [plots] didn’t sell, and he lost 
£28,000, ultimately declaring bankruptcy and being 
imprisoned for debt in 1885. He died a year later, his 
estate was worth just a mere £100.’ 

More about Deddington’s emigrants can be found 
at: https://www.deddingtonhistory.uk/emigration-
andtransportation2/emigration.

Rob Forsyth
robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com
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Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

Fantastic fun and care for your little  
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work 
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Offering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff.

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so  
with compassion and professionalism.”

We offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk 
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery 
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 4874588 Ofsted No: 2798528 
Charity No: 1100275

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit  
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 
Charity No: 1100275
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CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

Holy Trinity, Parish of Hethe
Sunday Masses 10.00am, 12.00 Noon (Latin)
Holyday Masses 9.30am, 6.30pm
Confessions Sundays 5.00–6.00pm during Holy Hour
St John’s Church, Banbury
6.00pm Friday Confessions and Holy Hour.

10.30am Saturday Confessions
4.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday
8.30am Sunday Mass
11.30am Sunday Mass
St Joseph’s, Banbury
10.00am Sunday Mass

RC CHURCH

In May we continued to celebrate the joyful Easter 
season. We anticipated the Ascension at our family 
service at the start of the month, in which the young 
ones had fun making lava lamps. On Thursday 14 May 
we marked Ascension Day itself in our special choral 
evening service in Hempton church. Ascension Day is 
when we remember Jesus ascending into heaven and 
it occurs 40 days after Easter. On Sunday 24 May, we 
celebrated Pentecost (or Whit Sunday), which occurs 
50 days after Easter. Pentecost marks God’s gift of his 
Holy Spirit on the first disciples, a gift which he gives 
us all when we come to faith through baptism. It’s 
God’s special way of being with us all the time in our 
lives, guiding and strengthening us on our journeys.

Looking forward, Pentecost will also be the theme 
of our family service on Sunday 7 June, with free 
breakfast for everyone and fun crafts for the young 
ones making doves and flame hats. Later the same 
day will be our beautiful sung evensong service with 
the choir. We are then into the church season of 
‘Trinity’ or ‘Ordinary time’, which runs through to the 
end of October, during which time we celebrate God’s 

creation and harvest time. We hope to see you when-
ever you can make it. A warm welcome always awaits,

The Revd Nick Fielden is vicar of Deddington 
with Hempton and the Barfords. Mondays are Nick’s 
usual day off, so if you need to contact a member of 
the clergy urgently on a Monday, please contact one 
of the wardens. Barford St Michael’s church is open 
every day between 10.00am and 3.00pm. Deddington 
church is open from 9.00am–4.00pm for anyone wish-
ing to visit, pray, meditate or simply be. Deddington 
church services are streamed live. Please see the 
church website or Facebook page for updates, www.
deddingtonchurch.org and https://www.facebook.com/
DeddingtonChurch.

For funeral and home visits in case of illness, 
please contact Nick Fielden on 01869 934794,  
vicar@deddingtonchurch.org or one of the church 
wardens – Deddington: vacancy; Barfords: Sue Ad-
dison (07484 718791), Sally Barber (07776 241218) 
or barfordchurches234@gmail.com. For baptism, 
wedding and general enquiries please contact the 
parish administrator, office@deddingtonchurch.org.

Parish Church SS Peter and Paul
Mon		  8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Tue		  8.15am	 Morning Prayer
Wed		  10.00am	 Holy Communion (with healing 
			   prayer on 4th Wednesday)
Thu		  9.30am	 Tea+Toast and Squiggles and  
			   Wriggles (term time)
Fri		  8.45am	 Morning Prayer
		  5.15 pm	 Evening Prayer
Sun 7		  10.30am	 Family Communion (breakfast and  
			   crafts from 9.45am)
		  6.00pm	 Evensong
Sun	 14	 10.30am	 Holy Communion
Sun	 21	 10.30am	 Holy Communion
Sun	28	 10.30am	 Holy Communion
Hempton
Sun	 21	 9.00am	 Holy Communion
Barford St Michael
Wed		  5.15pm	 Evening Prayer
Sun	 7	 10.30am	 Coffee and Chat

Sun	 21	 10.30am	 Family Service
Sun	28	 10.30am	 Family Communion
Barford St John
Sun	 14	 9.00am	 Holy Communion
From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
19 April		  Jim Hemmings
19 April		  Maisie Calcutt-Jones
26 April		  Theo Perry
Confirmations
26 April		  Anne Perry and Theo Perry
Funerals
22 April		  Elisabeth (Buffy) Heywood 
			   (interment of ashes)
30 April		  Peter Latham
1 May			   Jane Holiday  
			   (memorial and interment of ashes)
8 May			   Wendy Burrows  
			   (interment of ashes)

June

Four gardens will be open on Sunday 7 June  
2.00–5.00pm. All monies raised will go to Katharine 

House Hospice. If anyone could make some cakes 
I’d be grateful. Please contact me on 07749266661.  
� Margaret Axon

Aynho Open Gardens
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The US has a strange fascination with its old ruling 
class which was brought into focus by the visit 
of King Charles. Numerous locals 
asked me what I thought of his two 
speeches. He used a very English 
approach, making his points with his-
torical references, comedy and irony. 
Many wondered whether a lot of it 
had passed over Trump’s head. He 
certainly ‘mentioned the war’ and yet 
was cheered by both parties. I hadn’t 
realised that Charles had this ability but it certainly 
reinforced my view that most Americans love the old 
country and admire royalty. Can we please give a 
knighthood to whoever wrote those speeches?

You might well be right in thinking that I have an 
obsession with British foodstuffs but ordinary milk is 
one of the strangest things I find in America. When 
we visit new friends they always politely offer my dear 
wife a drink but this seldom leads to a happy result. 
Heather hasn’t drunk alcohol for eight years and drinks 
around 14 cups of tea a day but it has to be Tetley’s 
teabags with 1% milk. Our hosts might not have a 
kettle and most will only have fully pasteurised long 
life milk and seldom understand the difference. We 
are currently away with Heather’s travel kettle, and 
the convenience store had real milk so she is happy 
lying beside the pool with her brew.  

We have escaped for two weeks, trying to ignore 
Trump’s absurd attempts to prove that he will be the 
most remembered President ever. He sees it as a 
positive to put his name on buildings and his face on 
bank notes, but I am certain he will be remembered 
as the most corrupt and uncaring leader this country 
has ever had. This month he is going to pardon an 
Indian billionaire accused of fraud because he has 
‘promised’ to invest $10 billion in the US. The price 

of these pardons has gone up more rapidly than the 
price of gas. Sorry, petrol.

The race by southern states to 
remove representation for Black 
people is accelerating. This month 
the Supreme Court ruled it was legal 
for these states to redraw their elec-
toral maps in order to eliminate black 
majority districts. They do this by tak-
ing an urban black majority district, 

cutting it up into several slices which they then 
carefully merge with large rural areas thus ensuring 
a white Republican majority in each seat. The New 
York Times is reporting that this will probably eliminate 
all black majority seats in the south in the November 
elections. This is a terrible slide back to racism which 
will not end well.

Palm Springs is my wife’s happy place. It is situated 
in an oasis in the desert east of Los Angeles and has 
been home to the rich and famous since the early 
Hollywood studios mandated that their stars live within 
a two hour drive. In the 19th century the town did a 
very interesting deal with the local Native American 
population who were obviously here before Bob Hope 
and Frank Sinatra. The area was split into one square 
mile lots with the Agua Caliente Indians owning every 
other square, which gives them power and income 
which simply doesn’t happen in other reservations 
across America. This is a very accepting community. 
Everyone is friendly, the openness of expression is 
life affirming for me in these difficult times.  But the 
shops are full of very small shorts and string vests. 
Our 18 holes of golf in 35C was probably a mistake. 
It made me wish I’d bought a vest. They must be very 
cool in the sun.

Mike Ward
mikeatcherwell@gmail.com

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
Charles, Milk, Black Representation, Palm Springs

A big thank you to everyone who supported Ded-
dington Four Farms Challenge last month. It was a 
fantastic day.

This term at Pre-school our topic is ‘Keeping Fit 
and Healthy’. We are practising for sports day and 
hope to visit Castle Grounds.

We will be welcoming new parents on Friday 26 
June for our PFSU open afternoon which will allow 
them to meet the staff and see the setting before their 
child joins us in September.

At Nursery our topic is ‘Around the World’. We will 
be having lots of fun learning about England, Africa, 
Lithuania, Australia, France, Hawaii, Italy and Iceland. 
There will be plenty of role play, food tasting, dressing 
up, learning songs and taking part in traditional danc-
ing. We will be welcoming dads and grandads into the 
setting for our Father’s Day breakfast.

Shrene Saleh-Gillett
info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Tower Open Day 
Saturday 27 June, 10.00am–12.00pm
Deddington church bellringers invite you to come and 
see how the bells are rung, see the actual bells and, 
weather permitting, go to the top of the tower to see 
the amazing countryside around Deddington. 

All we ask is a small donation to help maintain the 
bells in good order. There are a few rules to access the 
ringing chamber and these are: children must be aged 
8 and over and accompanied by an adult; sensible 
footwear must be worn due to the uneven stone spial 
staircase (ie not flip flops or loose footwear); please 
do not attempt to visit if you suffer breathlessness or 
are prone to dizzy spells or fear of heights as there 
are 56 steps to the ringing chamber and a further 64 
to the tower roof. 

Otherwise we welcome everyone who wishes to 
experience an art which has been going on for over 
300 years. 

David Field, davidbfield@hotmail.com

PFSU and Nursery
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Farm Shop
Home Farm, Cli� on, OX15 0PA

Home-produced lamb,
hogget & mu� on

Kid goat and rare-breed pork

Available in season

Honey, fresh eggs and more…

Half lamb and whole lamb boxes
available to order

Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk
Tel: 07917 795207

Follow us on Facebook

Scan the QR for events Rosara, The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL

PLANT NURSERY MICHELIN YURT|LIFESTYLE |

ROSARAROSARA
at N I C H O L S O N S

www.rosara.co.uk @rosaraatnicholsons

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
joannakeal@ahoo.co.uk

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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BOOK WITH 
YOUR PERSONAL 
TRAVEL AGENT
Are you ready to explore the world at your 
own pace, without the stress of planning?

As your personal travel agent, I can help plan 
your perfect getaway. Whether it be…

•  Winter sun, beach holidays, and city breaks
•  Worldwide destinations including Canada,  
 Australia and New Zealand
• Adult escapes to family holidays, and 
 everything in between

Let me turn your travel dreams into a reality

BrilliantTravel
Your personal Travel Specialist

Catherine Blackburn
       01295 231525 or 07539410580

       Catherine.Blackburn@brillianttravel.co.uk

       catherineblackburntravel.co.uk

       facebook.com/catherinebrillianttravel

More Holiday Memories for Less Hassle
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Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
The value of our 2024 NP became clear when it 
was cited in the planning inspector’s rejection of the 
‘Hempton 9’ planning appeal as the site was outside 
the settlement boundary. Outline consent for the NP’s 
chosen site for 90 houses north of the Fire Station was 
approved in October 2025. The site has been sold to 
Lucy Developments, an Oxford based family-owned 
company. We are determined that the generous gifts 
to the parish from the Fuller family of a built nursery 
and a car park should be honoured by the new owners. 

However, the NP has a five-year lifespan, so by 
2029 an updated version will be needed if we want 
to continue to control future housing development, 
rather than be open to speculative developers, some 
of whom are sniffing around already. Crucial to the 
process will be Cherwell DC’s new Local Plan which 
will say whether our future housing allocation has 
changed. We reckon it will take two years to review 
the NP, not so big or costly a task as last time, but 
we’re already looking hard at exactly what needs to be 
done. We’ll write more on this, with an appeal for parish 
residents to join a new NP steering group, very shortly.
Large-scale Planning
We continue to monitor the four huge proposed de-
velopments in the area: the Strategic Rail Interchange 
terminal near J10 of the M40; 9,000 houses at Hey-
ford Park; Puy du Fou, a monster 400-acre historical 
theme park; and warehouses at Baynard’s Green. If 
approved, any one of the applications would bring 
substantially more traffic through Deddington and, if 
all four were approved, it will be a tidal wave. Consid-
ering their cumulative effect, we have emphasised 
that there should be a strategic approach by CDC 
and government.
Planning
We referred last year to a possible situation brewing 
with Burringtons, developers of Hempton Gate and 
Clifton Gate. As we feared, as soon as the last market 
house was sold, they went into liquidation, with only 
half of their community benefit obligations fulfilled. So 
half of the expected money for sport and play improve-
ments and, more importantly, unfinished roadways 
in Clifton Gate. Just recently some funds have been 
found for this work to be finished. But the five afforda-
ble houses were sold at a bargain price on the open 
market, despite the PC coming up with a last-minute 
solution that would have benefitted our community. 
Highways
The build-outs in Hempton have been successful 
in reducing the speed of traffic passing through the 
village, particularly from the west. We’re still working 
on a solution to allow wide farm traffic to get through 
without incident. 
Environment & Recreation
Projects this year have included installing a 20kW 
battery back-up for our 56-panel solar array. The 
primary purpose is to ensure the Windmill has power 
if it is called into use as our main emergency centre; 

it will also help reduce the Windmill’s electricity bills. 
Funding for this was a £13,250 grant from SSE’s 
Powering Communities to Net Zero Resilience Fund, 
and we are immensely grateful to SSE for this. We’ve 
also repurposed the old bowls pavilion as a hangout 
for teens and work is currently underway to refurbish 
the showers and floors in the changing rooms. 

Some of the magnificent avenue of horse chestnuts 
on the Hempton Road have suffered from canker and 
were cut down by OCC. Understandably this caused 
considerable upset among Hempton residents, but 
I’m pleased to say agreement has been reached on 
a way forward for replacements of a mixed variety.
Finance & GP
There has been a bit of a rollercoaster of resignations 
in the last year because of work commitments or health 
problems, but we were fortunate to welcome Denise 
Mobbs, Nick ap Simon, Nick Gillham and, briefly, Nick 
Smith and Ed Palin, into our ranks. We’re still two 
councillors short, so will continue to advertise in the 
hopes of attracting new younger faces.

Our amazing clerk, Susan Fuller, is stepping down 
at the end of June, and we will miss her competence, 
local knowledge and commitment to Deddington. We 
have an assistant clerk, Vanessa Oliveri, in post so 
we are underway with our succession planning. The 
full draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting will be 
on the PC website from the end of May.

Mary Robinson, Chair
cllr.mary.robinson@dedddington-pc.gov.uk

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
PARISH COUNCIL, 6 MAY 



14 Deddington News June 2026

As the days grow longer and the village comes alive 
with the colours of spring, it has been an especially 
busy and rewarding time at the school. There is a 
sense of energy and it has been wonderful to see the 
pupils embracing every opportunity with enthusiasm, 
determination and pride.

At the start of April, we welcomed three OFSTED 
inspectors into school. I look forward to sharing their 
findings with you soon. I would like to thank parents, 
pupils and my fantastic staff for their continued sup-
port and hard work, both during the inspection and 
throughout the year.

Pupils continue to show great commitment to 
their learning, particularly evident in Year 6 who ap-
proached their end of Key Stage 2 SATs with maturity 
and a positive attitude. They demonstrated resilience 
and focus throughout the process and we are proud 
of their approach.

Beyond the classroom, the wider life of the school 
has been thriving. Excitement is building as auditions 
have begun for our upcoming school production of 
Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat. The children 
are eager to begin rehearsals and we look forward 
to what promises to be a colourful and entertaining 
performance showcasing their talents.

There have also been opportunities for pupils to 
engage in enrichment activities. Year 5 children re-
cently took part in Bikeability sessions, equipping them 
with essential skills to stay safe while cycling on the 
roads. Meanwhile, we are grateful to Ed Toll from the 
Tennis Club, who has been delivering sessions across 
different year groups, inspiring pupils and helping them 
develop their tennis skills.

We recently marked a very special occasion, 
celebrating the 100th birthday of Sir David Attenbor-
ough. Children took part in a national online event 
and were encouraged to wear natural colours for the 
day. Through a range of activities, they learned about 
his remarkable life and reflected on how they can 
help protect our planet and local environment — an 
important message that resonated strongly with all.

Sport, creativity and community continue to be 
central to school life, from engaging lessons and 
hands-on experiences to performances and physical 
activity, pupils are given opportunities to succeed in 
a variety of ways.

Looking ahead, we are excited to invite the whole 
community to our annual school Summer Fête, which 
will take place on Saturday 13 June from 12.00–
3.00pm. It promises to be a wonderful afternoon of 
fun, bringing families together while raising valuable 
funds to support the school. We welcome everyone 
to come and join us.

The school continues to go from strength to 
strength, with every class full we remain oversub-
scribed for places. We look forward to welcoming 30 
new children to the school in September as they begin 
their educational journey with us.

As always, we are grateful for the support of 
families and the village. Your encouragement and 
involvement help create the inclusive environment that 
makes the school such a special place.

Clive Evans, Headteacher

DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARISH SHOW 
Saturday 5 September 
Every year, just when we think the bar couldn’t possibly 
be raised any higher, our talented entrants prove us 
wrong. From prize-winning preserves to vegetables 
of suspiciously enormous proportions  and beautifully 
baked cakes to crafts created with patience, flair and 
probably a little mumbling, the Parish Show never fails 
to surprise and delight.  

Collecting rosettes is a bonus with the usual friend-
ly rivalry, especially amongst the legendary Pork Pie 
brigade. It’s all about celebrating the creativity, skills, 
humour and community spirit that make Deddington 
such a special place. 

Whether you’re a seasoned show veteran or a 
first-timer, wondering if your Victoria sponge is good 
enough – it probably is – we’d love you to take part. 
One item is all it takes.

As always, the ever-popular bottle stall, cake stall 
and raffle will raise funds for village projects so your 
generous donations make a huge difference. Just lelt 
us know. Entry forms will be available from the end 
of May. 

Parish Show Committee: 
Stan Nelson, Cheryl Wild, Sue Ayles, Terry 
Timms, Angela Everett, Maureen Robinson
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07753 566492 n info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk n www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk
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Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN  DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS  DOORS  SECONDARY GLAZING 
 ORIGINTM MULTI-FOLD DOORS

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407  
E: mrpaulbarber@hotmail.com 
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk
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T: 07836 623407

E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk

www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk
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You cannot have failed to notice the many 
reports and articles concerning issues asso-
ciated with Thames Water Utilities (TWU), our 

monopoly water utility. 
TWU was privatised lock, stock and barrel by the 

Thatcher government in 1989 along with the other nine 
English regional water authorities. In common with oth-
er national assets flogged to the private sector, TWU 
was floated on the stock exchange at an undervalued 
price to encourage shareholders with the prospect of 
an instant profit. The government kindly wrote off all 
the water authorities’ £5bn debt and further sweetened 
the deal with an injection of £1.5bn from public funds, 
plus capital tax allowances worth about £12bn. The 
deal included a 25-year monopoly and allowed them 
to increase charges by a set formula above inflation 
to fund infrastructure investment.  The Government 
received about £7.6bn in total, essentially paying pri-
vate investors to take the entire water industry off the 
government’s (our) hands.

In 2001 RWE, a German multinational company, 
bought TWU for £4.3bn plus £3.2bn debt incurred 
since privatisation. In 2006, following criticism about 
failed leakage targets, RWE sold TWU for £8bn to 
Kemble Water Holdings Ltd, a consortium led by the 
Australian Macquarie Group, funded by £2.3bn equity 
and £6.2bn in third party debt. Highly leveraged (debt) 
buyouts allow investors to offset the debt interest 
against tax, increasing retained profits and avoiding 
tax. Macquarie stumped up 48% and other investors 
contributed 52% of the purchase price. Macquarie 
set up a labyrinthine ownership structure and, with 
lax financial reporting requirements for private equity 
funds, created an opaque accounting black box.

In a typically highly leveraged buyout, who do you 
think ends up financing this debt. You might think 
that the debt redemption obligation resides with the 
investors. Macquarie pushed down most of their debt 
obligation onto TWU’s own balance sheet. £2bn of 
the original £2.8bn in debt they used to acquire TWU 
was repaid to Macquarie through a Cayman Islands 
subsidiary, raised on new borrowings by TWU itself 
secured on water bills. With a bond profile extending 
to 2062 water users will still be paying for Macquarie’s 
financial engineering for the next 36 years even if the 
company is re-nationalised. The UK’s water regulator 
said the £2.8bn acquisition debt ‘would be fully ring-
fenced from Thames Water as the regulated company’.

So, TWU effectively borrowed to sell itself to the 
investors, Macquarie are getting an income from the 
debt and TWU can offset the debt interest against 
their tax liabilities. Thus, the customer pays to sell 
the business and the investors get a very handsome 
return from financial engineering without even fixing 
a leaking tap.

Investment in utilities should be a long-term com-
mitment with ongoing income supporting the needs of 
investors with ongoing funding obligations like pension 

funds and insurance companies. Macquarie estab-
lished several investment funds into which investors 
pledged their funds and these funds were used by 
Macquarie plus debt to buy TWU. Investment funds 
are of two basic types: open and closed funds. Open 
funds have long repayment terms; closed funds have 
a defined exit date and divestment phase. Macquarie 
funds invested in TWU had a divestment phase in 2017 
or earlier. Macquarie sold its investments in TWU in 
two stages in 2011 and 2012, and the remaining 26% 
in 2017. You might describe this as a smash and grab.

During Macquarie’s co-ownership, debt jumped 
from £3.4bn at the time of purchase to £10.8bn by 
the time of sale, while TWU paid dividends exceeding 
£2.5bn between 2007 and 2017. Since privatisation 
more than £7.2bn has been extracted in dividends. 
TWU is now struggling with £18bn of debt. Other ma-
jor private investors use similar financial engineering 
techniques to those employed by Macquarie.

The net effect of all this: some overseas pension-
ers are a little better off, other investors enjoyed an 
attractive return on their investment, Macquarie and 
others made a massively disproportionate return on 
a minimal, almost riskless investment, making a few 
extraordinarily rich partners even richer. Consumers 
stumped up this largess through higher water rates 
and suffered from the impact and liability of inadequate 
funding for investment, maintenance, repair and tax 
avoidance.

All the above is said to be entirely legal. Our poli-
ticians set the rules governing financial conduct and 
it was their dogma that allowed and perpetuates the 
situation. The Inland Revenue tax the profits or ‘carry’ 
on the share of profits paid to hedge fund and private 
equity fund managers at lower income tax rates rather 
than the capital gains rates we all pay. Asset managers 
and private equity funds are plundering the economy; 
in the care sector your Granny and Grandad are selling 
their homes and using life savings and pensions to 
fund the excesses of billionaires who appear to have 
little interest in the companies they buy, other than 
profit and lots of it. 

This ‘inward investment’ looks more like wealth 
appropriation to me. I recall an episode of the Goon 
Show when Major Dennis Bloodnok, swearing in new 
recruits, instructs them to repeat: ‘Open your wallets 
and say after me, help yourself.’

Stuart Oldham 
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

Road Closure
6–14 July, 9.30am–3.30pm, temporary road closure 
at Barford St Michael and Barford St John for CCTV 
investigation and jetting of the drainage system. 

Exemptions will be in place for access to properties 
and emergency vehicles.
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A  U  C  T  I  O  N  E  E  R  S   A  N  D   V  A  L  U  E  R  S   S  I  N  C  E   1  7  8  8

Every Tuesday 9am – 1pm  
No appointment necessary

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

to include Jewellery, Silver,  
Studio Glass, Pictures,  

Works of Art and Asian Art

Grosvenor Galleries,  26 Grosvenor Street  
Cheltenham GL52 2SG

Enquiries: 01242 235712  
or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk

A U C T I O N E E R S  A N D  V A L U E R S  S I N C E  1 7 8 8

A ‘House Martin’ 
garnet single stone 
dress ring by 
Alan Craxford, sold recently 
for £2,800 (hammer price)

Mallams
1788

www.mallams.co.uk

Free  
Valuations

On Tuesday 9am - 1pm  
in all our branches

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Free & confidential valuations 
on any items you may be 

considering selling at all branches.
For information on all our 

forthcoming auctions visit
www.mallams.co.uk

A spectacular event that replaced Book Club in late 
April was our very own drone show. This was heavily 
trailed at Book Club, with a weather suppressed run 
through causing great anticipation on Wednesday. 
When it happened on a Thursday in late April many 
neighbours were surprised and delighted to see 300 
drones assuming flowers, conical spirals, eye balls, 
floating boxes (apparently the gold standard of drone 
shows), a scary face and firework spewing drones in 
procession. It was spectacular and greatly enjoyed 
by villagers ‘who just happened to see it’. The reason 
for this was Jonathan, from t’Mill, head honcho at a 
drone manufacturer, took over the Duck for an interna-
tionally attended sales demonstration event attended 
by people from the Middle East and across the Pond, 
as well as many Europeans. The event finished with 
multiple pillars of light reaching to the stars that the 
good burghers of Candleford may well have noticed.

Kathy’s London Marathon time was 6 hours 38 
minutes and she raised £4,700 in donations, and Gift 
Aid increased this total by £1,000, so the charity Breast 
Cancer Now receives £5,700 in total. A huge well 
done to Kathy from all of us here, showing what can 

be done, with determination, to repay organisations 
that have helped you.

While once again displaying my 1982 passport as 
ID at our recent democratic duty, I discovered that the 
Clifton electoral region is BS. Well, this column I can 
proudly say is happy to live up to this reality.

Iron Man Mayo had another go at the mad Severn 
Bridge running race. Now taking it as lightly as re-
cently having open heart surgery dictates, he limited 
this race to a mere 40 miles but he only squeaked in 
fourth – and that, folks, is taking it easy. Well done, 
mon ami. A great effort.

And it was a huge welcome home to our Yorkshire 
founding father with his other half after his wintering 
Down Under return. The only drawback is, it seems, 
the state your acre and a half garden can get into, 
despite Chris’s most heroic efforts. Time, he says for 
a gardener. See what we’re doing down here for the 
national GDP. 

If you have any news or comments you want to 
share please let me know. 

Martin Bryce
martindnbryce@gmail.com

NEWS FROM CLIFTON
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K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We offer insurance products and financial planning services including:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from  
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is provided  
by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in  
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All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
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LETTERS
FROM DEMENTIA OXFORDSHIRE
Free Information Session 
For Anyone Diagnosed with Dementia
Receiving a dementia diagnosis can be upsetting and 
overwhelming, so Dementia Oxfordshire’s friendly 
and expert Dementia Advisers are running a two part 
information session to help you better understand 
what a diagnosis means, how to find the support you 
need and explore options for planning for the future. 

The sessions will be held at Windmill Community 
Centre, Hempton Road, Deddington: Wednesday 
5 and 12 August at 2.00–4.00pm. Contact education@
dementiaoxfordshire.org.uk to book a place.  

A big thank you to everyone who sponsored me in my 
challenge to visit all 44 libraries. I made 45 including 
Bullingdon prison and will let you know the final total 
next month. There is still time to sponsor me and all 
monies go directly to Deddington Library. There is a 
display in the library. It has been very interesting to 
see how different our libraries are:  one or two smaller 
than Deddington but many much bigger, old buildings, 
newer buildings, rooms in leisure centres, purpose 
built, a café available in some; different colours and 
layouts. We all have the same aim, to serve the public 
providing books, audio, computers, printing, photo-
copying, scanning, information and help to the public. 
The larger libraries help with bus passes and Oxford 
with immigration forms and 3D printing, local and 
family history. There’s an amazing range of activities. 
Please come and ask questions to find out what else 
is available here. 

The children’s summer reading challenge starts on 
Saturday 4 July at 9.30am.

We continue to fundraise for the library by selling 
second-hand books, postcards, notelets, pens, pen-
cils, notebooks, maps and local books. Every penny 
counts. Cash is preferred and small loose change is 
welcome. 

Please come and visit us. Opening times are 
printed on the back cover of every DN and my con-
tact details are given below. Thank you all for your 
continuing support.

Gail Cripps, Manager Deddington Library
Gail.Cripps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

01865 816010

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY

BOOK REVIEW
Wild Dark Shore by Charlotte McConaghy
This could be described as an eco-thriller, but more 
than that, it’s a compelling tale of survival, love, loy-
alty and courage. It’s set on a remote island between 
Tasmania and Antarctica where a research team, now 
depleted in number, is forced to abandon its project 
because of rising sea levels. Central to this work is a 
subterranean seedbank designed to last far into the 
future, but now threatened. 

Various disasters, slowly revealed, have left the 
Salt family – Dom,  teenagers Raff and Fen and nine-
year-old Orly – as sole inhabitants of the old lighthouse 
until a shipwreck survivor, Rowan, is rescued from the 
sea. Sabotage of the communication equipment has 
left them unable to summon help; they can only wait 
for the evacuation ship to arrive in six weeks’ time.

Both Rowan and the Salts have potent secrets to 
hide. Strong characterisation brings us close to each 
character in turn, the twisty plot keeps us hooked to 
the end, and the focus on landscape, wildlife and cli-
mate adaptation makes the setting very real. Highly 
recommended.
Linda Newbery is Patron of Deddington Library

Friends of the Castle Grounds
Capturing the Castle Grounds Photo Competition 
When you arrive at the Castle Grounds and walk up 
the shady slope below the tall overhanging sycamores, 
are you ever struck by the view as the site opens up in 
front of you: the green-copper-green of the three huge 
beeches across the field, and the earth banks topped 
with trees, undergrowth and wildflowers all around? Or 
from the moat, with the path winding narrowly ahead 
between the tree-lined banks like a picture from an 
old fairytale, or up through the immense roots and 

branches of the horse chestnut clinging to the bank, 
stunning at any time of year? Do you sometimes notice 
how the same view changes depending on the angle 
of the sun and clouds?

If so, do you ever grab your phone or camera to 
capture the moment? Between all of us who visit the 
Grounds, we’ve probably got year-round photos. If 
you use Google photos or similar online storage and 
you search ‘trees’ from your account, you might well 
see some that you recognise as the Castle Grounds. 

We’re running a competition with a prize – but to be 
honest, the main thing is a community effort to gather 
some photos to celebrate the wonderful space. 

The photos could be recent – a range of times of 
year and different places and angles would be great. 
And any old photos (digital or from film, to be scanned) 
would also be really interesting. We’ll share some on 
our Facebook page, Deddington OnLine website and 
a small poster that we’ll display around the village. As 
there won’t be a Deddington library calendar competi-
tion this year, we’ll post a monthly photo on the village 
Facebook group. 

Send your favourite photo(s) of the Castle Grounds 
to info@friendsofcastlegrounds.co.uk or
www.facebook.com/FriendsCastleGroundsDedding-
ton by the end of June for the competition. If your 
photos show identifiable people in them, please get 
their permission first, unless it’s a big public event like 
the Four Farms Run. 

We hope you enjoyed Four Farms – and thanks 
to the organisers for their donation to our charity’s 
work. We also remember Richard Lehman, a lovely 
soul and a much valued Friend of the Castle Grounds, 
who made a huge contribution in far too short a time.

Charlotte Holmes
charlottemegholmes@yahoo.co.uk
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Trusted Plumber 
and Heating Engineer

- 20+ years’ experience
- Gas Safe registered
- Gas, Oil and LPG Gas boiler services

All aspects of plumbing and 
heating, installations, 

maintenance and improvements
Covering Deddington 

and the surrounding areas
a.dammplumbingandheating@outlook.com

07876 296 117

It has finally come to pass! The Windmill changing 
rooms and showers are, at last, being upgraded. 
Like many of the building improvement projects 

we have on our list, it would have been nice to tick 
this one off sooner. But, as a management committee 
of volunteers, we can only take on one or two major 
jobs per year. This one had to bide its time and we 
are grateful to the users, particularly the football and 
cricket clubs, for their patience. We are not sure if it 
will improve your performances on the pitch but at 
least you’ll return home sweeter smelling. The upstairs 
toilet block is now the only major refurbishment job 
remaining in our quest to bring the Windmill out of the 
1980s and into the present day. We hope to get that 
done next year. And then, like the Forth Bridge, we’ll 
probably start all over again.

Windmill Events go from strength to strength. After 
two thoroughly enjoyable quizzes, Peter hosted our 
first Windmill Race Night early last month. I wasn’t able 
to attend but I understand it was a fabulous evening, 
hopefully the first of many. Next up, for all you cinema 
enthusiasts, we’re intending to establish a Windmill 
Film Club – please see the following item. If we can 
get this and all the other community initiatives up and 
running, it’ll be a real boost to the cultural activities on 
offer in our village. And don’t forget that all proceeds 
from these events are divided between the Windmill 
and our chosen charity for this year – Deddington 
Library. 

As always, if you want to book the Windmill, or just 
see what’s going on, visit our website www.thewind-
milldeddington.org, our Facebook page or call our 
bookings secretary, Julie, on 07720 834006.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org

WINDMILL FILM CLUB

In April this year we had a screen and projector 
fitted at the Windmill Centre, giving us the facility 
to show films. Looking into how this might be le-

gally achieved, I have discovered that there are two 
options: either we can pay separately for each film that 
we show (together with its correct licence) or we can 
take out a different type of licence for a year which 
enables us to show in public anything that could be 
viewed in private. This second way is much cheaper 
but comes with conditions: we cannot advertise to 
the general public and we cannot charge admission.

To get around these conditions we plan to start a 
monthly film club at the Windmill. A year’s membership 
to this club will cost £20 or £10 for concessions. This 
price will entitle members to come to up to twelve films 

during the year, so less than £2 a film. The Windmill 
Centre hall is only available on Saturdays, so the plan 
is to show a film in the evening of the first Saturday 
of each month starting with 4 July. Members will be 
sent an email poll a week before the showing with a 
list of possible films and the one with the most votes 
will be shown. These films will be recent releases and 
I will try to include a range of different genres including 
family friendly films. Children can come free of charge, 
if the film is age appropriate, but they will have to be 
accompanied by a member.

If you would like to become a member of the 
Windmill Film Club, email me and I will add you to the 
membership list and send you a link to pay. You will 
be issued with a membership card when you attend 
your first film and your membership will last a year from 
that date. With enough members, we might even raise 
some money to put towards more comfortable chairs.

Peter Hogben
events@thewindmilldeddington.org

Road Closure
There will be a temporary road closure 30 May–3 
June on A4260 Middle Aston dual carriageway from 
4.00am–6.00pm.
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Pi

p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625

Are you fearful of
aPublic speaking
aDelivering a presentation
aGiving a speech

I am a professional voice coach  
who can help you 

STAND TO DELIVER 
with confidence

Contact Elli Ince
standtodeliver@gmail.com

01869 338417
07986 586933

‘Elli’s invaluable techniques gave me  
the confidence to relax and  

deliver . . . with professional style’
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Puppy Classes
Teach your puppy to walk on a loose lead, stay,
sit, down, come when called and much more!

Have a sociable and well-trained dog

Puppy play & socialisation.
It’s fun for all the family!

Classes held in
Deddington

Book online at
www.canine-paradise.com

Have a sociable and well-trained dog

Puppy play & socialisation.
It’s fun for all the family!

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

BANBURY BATHROOMS
All aspects of plumbing and tiling carried 
out by an experienced 
fitted bathroom specialist. 
From a leaking 
tap to a new 
bathroom/
shower room.
For a free 
quotation, 
please contact Tom Morgan.

Tel: 07979 593679
22 Chipperfield Park Road, Bloxham.

Established 2002

out by an experienced 
fitted bathroom specialist. 
From a leaking 

shower room.

Trevor Gladdy

Duns Tew, Bicester, Oxfordshire

07790155046 / 01869 349818
t.gladdypainter@sky.com
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Royal British Legion
Our president, Major David Hood MC, accompanied 
by me and branch secretary, Tony Lowe, attended the 
Scouts club night in the Windmill Centre on 23 April 
when Major Hood presented RBL affiliation badges 
to the 20 Scouts present and talked with them after-
wards.

The nationwide 2025 RBL Poppy Appeal, whose 
accounts have recently been formalised, raised an 
incredible £56.6 million, including £2.57 million raised 
by Poppy Scotland.  This outstanding result means 
RBL can continue to provide life-changing support 
to veterans, serving personnel and their families, 
whenever they need it. From helping people through 
welfare challenges and providing urgent grants, to 
offering later life care, running recovery programmes 
and building vital community connections, this funding 
will make a real difference. 

From September, the National Memorial Arboretum 
will be known as the Royal British Legion National 
Remembrance Gardens. The RBL has been the 
arboretum’s parent charity since 2003, and the two 
charities recently merged as one. We will invest in 
the site’s long-term future, enhancing it as the nation’s 
year-round place for everyone to remember. It will 
continue to provide a dedicated space to commemo-
rate service and sacrifice by members of the armed 
forces, emergency services and civilian organisations 
for generations to come.

Rob Forsyth
Robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com

Photographic Society
At our May meeting, we welcomed renowned pho-
tographer Lisa Rendall via Zoom. Lisa began by 
sharing aspects of her life that led to her nickname, 
the Rebel. Her journey started in the world of break-
dancing, where she won numerous awards and had 
the opportunity to meet and choreograph for several 
well-known artists and groups ‘back in the day’. More 
recently, she has turned her creative focus to pho-
tography.

By her own admission, Lisa does not concern 
herself with technical camera settings; instead, she 
embraces experimentation and enjoys discovering 
the effects that can be achieved, both at the point of 
capture and during post-processing. She works with-
out rigid rules, often taking thousands of photographs 
and then selecting those that resonate with her. Using 
Affinity, she applies her preferred editing techniques to 
create her distinctive results. Some images are sharply 
in focus, while others deliberately are not.

She has developed an instinct for identifying the 
best spots for street photography. She possesses 
what photographers often describe as a ‘seeing eye’ 
— a natural ability to spot compelling characters, in-
teresting places and, most importantly, the moments 
when the two come together. Her intuitive approach 
allows her to recognise what works and enhance it 

in her own unique style. The quality and originality of 
her work have earned her widespread recognition, 
including accolades and awards from around the 
world. It is, therefore, no surprise that her diary is 
filled with invitations to exhibit her work and speak to 
photography clubs.

Our monthly topic was ‘food’ and boy, do our mem-
bers really know how to photograph food and love to 
blur the lines between human food and insects dining 
out on flowers.

Come along and enjoy inspiring talks from our won-
derful guest speakers. At our next meeting, Aleks Gjika 
will talk about his trip to China. All are welcome. We 
meet on the first Wednesday of the month. Meetings 
start at 7.30pm at the Adderbury Institute.

Courtney Killpack
www.addphoto.co.uk

Local Vocals Community Choir
I am sure most people at some point have found them-
selves humming or singing along to an Abba classic. 
It’s not until you sing their songs in three parts that you 
get an understanding of the complex harmonies and 
realise you don’t know the tune as well as you thought. 
Thank You for the Music is one of the latest challenges 
our choir leader has presented us with, and we are 
doing our best to make sure it is ready for our Friends 
and Family evening on 13 July. Fingers crossed!

To find out more about our choir, which meets at 
7.30pm at Deddington Primary School each Monday 
during term time, please go to our website www.local-
vocalscc.co.uk. New members are always welcome.

Alison Grieve 

History Society
Tim Healey, a popular speaker with the History Socie-
ty, returned in May to talk about The Green Man Trail 
in Oxfordshire. Lady Raglan, a passionately interested 
English folklorist, first coined the term ‘Green Man’ 
in 1939. The Green Man is a mysterious leafy mask 
found on and in Oxfordshire buildings dating from 
mediaeval times, ranging from parish churches, his-
toric houses and Oxford colleges to terraced houses, 
pubs, shops and banks. There are many mysteries 
surrounding the leafy face of the Green Man but, in 
1990, William Anderson published a book about the 
subject examining how the symbol is a representation 
of oneness with the earth. Its image is now wide-
spread, including at the bottom of the invitation to 
King Charles III’s coronation, and is a popular motif 
with modern artists such as John Piper and Nicholas 
Mynheer.

There are two types of faces for the Green Man. 
Leaf Masks have faces turning into foliage with ex-
amples found in New College Chapel (14th Century) 
and St John’s College, Oxford, as well as various Ro-
man sites in temples to Bacchus or Dionysus. Faces 
disgorge weeping foliage from the mouth (St Mary’s 
Church, Kidlington), eyes or nostrils (Chipping Norton 

CALLING ALL CLUBS
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Church). A third design has an ordinary human face 
but foliage hair. There are also a few Green Women 
with a fourteenth century example at Great Rollright 
Church and at St Frideswide’s tomb in Christ Church 
Cathedral, as well as Green Beasts with disgorging 
cat-like or leonine figures (Iffley Church). No one has 
categorically established what the Green Men repre-
sent. There are many examples in churches – could 
they have been to ward off evil spirits or for protection? 
Were they warnings against sin or representations of 
God in Nature? There was a revival for Green Men in 
the eighteenth century Age of Elegance including the 
door knockers at Blenheim Palace and in Victorian 
times such as at the Old County Hall in Oxford (1841) 
and more locally the Green Man on Adderbury Church, 
placed in the Edwardian period. Tim noted that it is 
very easy to miss seeing Green Men but when you 
know what to look for there are many examples in 
the county.

On 11 June, Alastair Lack will talk on JRR Tolkien 
and his friendship with CS Lewis. This year marks 
the 70th anniversary of Deddington library, being 
opened by JRR Tolkien, and we look forward to see-
ing you. Please note this meeting will start at 7.15pm 
to accommodate a very brief AGM. Members free, 
non-members £5 cash on the door.

deddingtonhistorysociety@gmail.com

Hempton Book Club
Elizabeth Strout – My Name is Lucy Barton
Although this was a Booker prize nominee, we found 

it lacked a clear storyline and wasn’t engaging, just 
a series of self-indulgent meanderings. We waited 
for something to happen, but it didn’t. We had no 
empathy with the main character because she lacked 
substance; were her memories true, did her mother 
really exist? In the end, did we care?

We did all finish it as the simple prose made it easy 
to read and it was short but as the first in a series of 
books about Lucy Barton, it wouldn’t tempt us to read 
the rest. Recommend it – no. 

Jo Churchyard
jochurchyard@hotmail.com

Book Group
Len Deighton is best known for his spy novels but he 
also produced some historical works. Winter follows 
the lives of a fictional Berlin family and is played out 
against momentous events in German history, includ-
ing two world wars and the rise and fall of Nazism.  

The book is nearly 550 pages long and many of 
us found it quite hard going. We didn’t find the char-
acters very convincing and so were less interested in 
the family saga. However, we were impressed by Len 
Deighton’s meticulous research. The chapters devoted 
to the history of the zeppelins are fascinating. Whether 
describing the experience of trench warfare or how the 
powers of arrest were intensified by the Third Reich, 
his use of detail gives a thought-provoking insight into 
the German experience of living through the first half 
of the twentieth century.

The Book Group

CALLING ALL CLUBS Continued from p25

SPORT
Deddington Original Golf Society
The first sojourn for DOGS this year was to Newbury 
Crookham GC. Seventeen brave DOGS ventured forth 
on what started as a rather cold wet May morning … 
mercifully the rain didn’t last long. This was a new 
venue for most of us and the course proved both un-
dulating and difficult. However, the course was tamed 
by the more tenacious players and the results were:
Nearest the Pin – Andrew Gerrard (proving there’s 
hope for us all); Longest Drive  – Lyn Talbot; Team 
Prize – Returning DOGS Barry & Jan Pawley and 
Russell & Lynn Andrews; Individual prizes – 2nd Place 
Barry Pawley; 1st Place – Lyn Talbot.
Mon 8 June	 Northwood GC
Tue 11 August 	 Leamington & County GC
Fri 4 September	 tba plus barbecue evening
Fri 11 December	 Tadmarton Heath  
	 9 Hole Competition,  
	 Christmas Dinner and party
If you’re new to the area and play golf, you would be 
most welcome to join the Deddington Original Golf 
Society. Please email me for further details.

Tony Lowe, Secretary 
dogsgolf23@gmail.com

Deddington Cricket Club
League cricket is back at the Windmill. Both Saturday 

sides began with a win, the Firsts beating Chipping 
Norton IIs and the Seconds away at Swinbrook. Debu-
tant Chris Bhagwandin starred for the Firsts with an 
unbeaten 46 and 4 wickets, while the veteran Paul 
Smith and his newly stickered bat was also in the runs. 
There will be a fixture every Saturday at the Windmill 
through to early September. Further details and results 
are available on the Cherwell League website.

The Ladies team has started their Super 8 fixtures 
that continue on Sundays through May and then switch 
to the league format in June. Home league games are 
on 12 June and then 12, 19 and 26 July.

Outdoor net practice sessions are also up and 
running, generally on a Thursday for the men and  
Fridays for the ladies but can be altered to fit around 
the weather. Feel free to turn up if you are interested 
or contact us for more details. All are welcome.

All Stars and Dynamos sessions for children are 
also running on Friday evenings at the Windmill.

We’re always on the lookout for new players, 
supporters, scorers and umpires. If you’d like to get 
involved with us in any capacity, then we’d love to 
hear from you.

Richard Munro, 07917 208190
richardmu.ssl@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/DeddingtonCricketClub
www.deddingtoncricket.co.uk 
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Edd Frost & Daughters
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury

“where caring comes first”

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk

Proud to serve the families of 

Deddington and surrounding villages

Dedicated & Caring Advice

Private Chapel of Rest

24 Hour Service

Monumental Masonry

Pre Paid Funeral Plans
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Deddington Tennis Club
On the first May bank holiday, we played a one-day 
tournament. It’s called Play Your Way to Wimbledon 
and is a national competition with county finals, fol-
lowed by national finals played on the grass courts in 
SW19. It was a great day with lots of good tennis on 
display, as well as Pimms, and strawberries and cream 
in the clubhouse. Well done to the ladies’ winners, Sian 
Westbury and Clare Taylor, and the men’s winners, 
Will Ward and Justin Sims, who will be representing 
the club at North Oxford for the county finals in June. 
Last year our ladies won that round and went on to 
Wimbledon, so no pressure this time round all of you.

Do we have any tennis players in the village who 
have not tried the club yet? We’re really keen to wel-
come new members, old and young, beginners and 
experienced players alike. On Sunday 28 June, we’re 
running an Open Day from 10.00am to 2.00pm where 
you can come and see what is on offer. Whether you’re 
interested in some casual social tennis, you’d like 
some coaching on your own or in a group, or whether 
you are interested in competitive tennis, we have it all. 
There will be sessions you can try out on the day, and 
anyone joining as a result of the Open Day will get a 
discount on their annual membership. You can sign up 
to attend via our website, www.deddingtontennis.com, 
or just come along on the day and we will try to fit you 
in. For potential younger tennis players in particular, it’s 
worth checking the time slots as we will run sessions 
catering for particular age groups. If you do have to 
wait, there will be cakes, drinks and a barbecue, as 
well as some club members to chat to. 

Look out for the banners at the club and we’d love 
to see you on Sunday 28 June – you can find us at the 
Windmill on Hempton Road for anyone who doesn’t 
know.

Becky Jones

Deddington Town FC
First team results:
11.4.26	 Hook Norton (h)	 L 2–3 Arnold,  
		  Hayward
Reserve team results:
18.4.26	 FC Kayi (h)	 L 1–3
24.4.26	 Kings Sutton Res (n)	 (CUP) D 0–0  
		  (lost 4–5 on pens 
		  aet)
2.5.26	 Longford Park A (h)	 L 0–3
It’s been a hugely disappointing month, with no wins 
for either side and an agonising Geoff Wilson Cup final 

defeat on penalties for the Latics. Sadly, both sides 
picked a particularly poor time to get their sheets so 
soiled while struggling to score. Needless to say, this 
only further cements the need for a raucous crowd 
to lift our flagging warriors’ spirits up to scale new 
heights!

Aaron Bliss

Deddington Town FC Youth
The Under 15s who play in the B League of the Ox-
fordshire Youth Football League had a 2–1 defeat 
at Radley, 1–5 home defeat to Bicester Town Colts, 
1–1 home draw with Cholsey, 2–1 home win over 
Watlington, and then 2–1 away defeat to Watlington, 
and 3–1 away defeat at Chadlington. The Under 14s 
playing in the Witney and District Youth League had a 
0–2 home defeat to Chadlington, 0–2 home defeat to 
Charlbury, 2–0 away defeat at Banbury Irish, and 8–1 
away defeat at Charlbury. The Under 13s playing in the 
Witney and District Youth C League had a 2–4 home 
defeat to Faringdon, 3–1 home win over Wychwood 
and 1–3 away win at Adderbury Park. The Under 12s 
playing in the Witney and District Youth B League 
had a 2–10 home defeat to Longford Park, 4–3 win 
over Kingston, 5–2 win over Grendon Rangers, 3–0 
away defeat to Longford Park, and 2–3 home defeat to 
Wychwood. Congratulations to the Under 11s who won 
the Under 11 Champions Cup in a penalty shoot-out 
over Bloxham. Well done to the players and coaches 
and support from all the parents!

Our presentation day is at the Windmill on Sunday 
7 June to celebrate the achievements of all our play-
ers and the work put in by managers and coaches 
throughout the season. We are looking for a sponsor 
for each of our awards:  Most Improved Player of the 
Year; Sportsperson of the Year; Manager’s Player 
of the Year; and Player’s Player of the Year. The 
sponsorship amount we seek is £250 for each award 
and a sponsor will get their logo on the front cover 
of the programme and next to the award section in 
the programme, logo on slide deck we use and logo 
coverage on our website and social media. If you are 
a local business who is interested, get in touch now.

If you want to get involved with the club as a vol-
unteer or a sponsor, contact me. Further information 
about the club is on our website, www.deddington-
townfc/ or visit us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
DeddingtonTownFc.

Roger Sykes, Club Development Officer
07899 914425 

carsykes@btinternet.com
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YOUTH
1st Deddington Guides
Firstly, we’d like to thank everyone who supported 
our fundraising efforts last term. Our show and raf-
fle raised £80, so both BARKS and the Firefighters 
Charity were very pleased to receive £40 each. Well 
done, Guides!

We’re enjoying this summer term and the light 
evenings. So far, we have been challenged with a 

quiz around the Market Place following various clues. 
We have also enjoyed our first cookout, thanks to the 
Fenemore family’s kind hospitality. We have also learnt 
about putting up a tent and had a lovely evening for 
our hike. We’ve been very pleased to welcome Lilia at 
her promise ceremony. We’re off to camp at half term 
so hoping for good weather. 

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
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1st Deddington Scout Group
Cubs
It’s been a busy and exciting month for our Cubs. We 
enjoyed a lovely hike from Aynho Wharf to Souldern, 
walking under the viaduct and exploring the country-
side together.

We celebrated Sir David Attenborough’s 100th 
birthday by making bug hotels and planting sunflower 
seeds to support wildlife.

Finally, our older Cubs showed great leadership by 
creating their own playground games using loose parts 
and teaching them to the younger Cubs — everyone 
had lots of fun joining in. Well done to all the Cubs for 
their enthusiasm and teamwork.

Tina Deacon 
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com 

Scouts
Light, dry evenings have allowed us to be outside for 
many of the recent meetings. The Scouts practised 

YOUTH Continued from p29

tent erection by putting up an old giant ridge tent which, 
as we don’t have a use for it, we will pass on to another 
youth group. Lots of pegs were hammered, luckily no 
fingers or toes were involved.

We made ‘Buddy Burners’ from tin cans, cardboard 
and old wax candles. They worked remarkably well, 
and a variety of foods were cooked over them: bacon, 
sausage, pancakes and the ever-popular Scout food 
– pot noodles. The burners are free, re-usable and 
recycled – what more can you want?

The group was delighted to receive their affiliation 
badges from members of the British Legion who visited 
us one evening. We hope to work closely with them 
in the future.

Pete Churchyard 
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 

We are in urgent need of volunteers especially for the 
Cub Pack, if you’re interested in finding out what’s 
involved, please contact Jo Churchyard on dedding-
tongsl@gmail.com.

They say every day’s a school day which is presum-
ably why I’m constantly late and misbehaving. It also 
explains why my general disdain for authority figures 
has never really relented. In an ideal world, we would 
of course, all be compassionate or at least thoughtful 
to each other without the need for authority figures to 
get involved but, in the current version of the world 
we’ve made, the mind is so preoccupied with a million 
different tasks that psychological cues are more cru-
cial than ever to restrain bad decisions or coerce good 
decisions. My ‘lesson’ this month came at the Clifton 
entrance to the village, where the white gating had 
sprung up without warning behind the ‘Deddington’ 
sign at the village’s eastern boundary. Subconsciously 
I think I knew why this was and it was confirmed to 
me that these ‘village gateways’ give psychological 
cues to drivers that they are entering a space where 
people live, to encourage driving cautiously. Strangely 
the appearance of actual living people (or animals) 
doesn’t seem to provoke the same psychological cue 
for the usual minority of motorists who seem to believe 
they’re at Le Mans while unwitting spectators believe 
them more at home under the Big Top, replete with 
garish face point and a big red nose. Pit stop at the 
Headmaster’s Office.

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

Saturday 6 June: 7.00pm 
Charity Concert in the parish church on behalf 
of the Friends of Deddington Church, artist 
Nicholas Doig, Tenor and Piano
Nicholas Doig was born and grew up in Oxford and 
was a chorister at Magdalen College. His home was 
later in Deddington. Having studied music at Cam-
bridge University and then voice at the Conservatoire 
in Bremen, Germany, he is coming back to Deddington 
to give a concert to raise funds on behalf of the Friends 
of Deddington Church for replacing the decrepit heat-
ing system. 
He will sing music for the ‘chamber’, that is songs for 
the music room, the salon, and the home. Composers 
featured will include Dowland, Purcell, Handel, Bee-
thoven, Schubert and more. 

Nicholas’s website is an-die-musik.de.

Deddington Festival is back again this year 
– Saturday 18–20 June – and this year it will 
be even bigger and better!
On Saturday 20 June there’s live music, played by local 
bands and artists, including Seven O’Clock Junkies, 
Whiff of Horse and Til Dawn, followed by DJ DaddyFT. 
The main stage is in the Market Place, surrounded by 
a variety of stalls run by local businesses.

There’s a second stage at the Red Lion that will 
include music and a broader range of arts and enter-

BLISSFUL THINKING

tainment: local singer Jillian Drewitt and the Adderbury 
Ukulele Group, plus some talks by local councillors 
and other exciting events.

On Thursday 18 June will be the very first ‘Ded-
dy Laughs’, live comedy in the Deddington Arms. It 
will be hosted by Andrew Bird and will feature Matt 
Richardson and TV stars Shappi Khorsandi and Hal 
Cruttenden. 

On Friday 19 June evening  we are having a fes-
tival ‘pub crawl’, when we will follow live music being 
hosted at each venue, one after the other, followed 
by a sing-song in the Bengal Spice, in Deddington’s 
very first Curry-oke!

There’s another scarecrow trail – the theme is film 
characters (any character from any film), so get your 
creative juices flowing.

So keep 18–20 June free and make sure you join 
us for Deddington’s community event of the year.

If you would like to be involved or help out on the 
day, please email us at deddingtonfestival@btinternet.
com. See you there!
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Visit our showroom to discuss your new wood burning 
stove 

Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH 
T: 01295 253 936  |  E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG
Tel: 01869 338275

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these 
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties. 

Name

email

Address

10%
Discount

Collections Only*

1937 - 2022

Built on Service

T
ru sted b y G e nerati

on
s

85
Years

Always here to help local landlords

01869 337 346 cherry-lets.co.uk

Always here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlords

Deddington
Lettings

Specialists

Propertymark
Quali�ed
Experts

Local
Investment

Advice

Free
Regular

Newsletter
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PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369
 National Express 0371 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50
 OurBus Bartons  01235 849410
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250
 Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs)  0800 111 999
 Electricity – any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s)  0800 833 408
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 519800

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  01865 816010
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

DEDDINGTON  DATA

Printed in the UK by Windrush Group, Avenue Two, Station Lane, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 4XW. Tel: 01993 772197
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 03330 383221
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 John Radcliff e 0300 304 7777
 Oxford, The Manor (Private) 01865 307777
 Nuffi  eld Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 229940
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447
 (Monday 9.00am–1.00pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369
 National Express 0371 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50
 OurBus Bartons  01235 849410
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250
 Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs)  0800 111 999
 Electricity – any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s)  0800 833 408
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 519800

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  01865 816010
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

DEDDINGTON  DATA

Printed in the UK by Windrush Group, Avenue Two, Station Lane, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 4XW. Tel: 01993 772197
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 03330 383221
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 John Radcliff e 0300 304 7777
 Oxford, The Manor (Private) 01865 307777
 Nuffi  eld Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 229940
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447
 (Monday 9.00am–1.00pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369
 National Express 0371 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50
 OurBus Bartons  01235 849410
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250
 Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs)  0800 111 999
 Electricity – any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s)  0800 833 408
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 519800

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  01865 816010
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

DEDDINGTON  DATA

Printed in the UK by Windrush Group, Avenue Two, Station Lane, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 4XW. Tel: 01993 772197
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 03330 383221
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
HOSPITALS:
 Churchill 0300 304 7777
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281
 Horton General 0300 304 7777
 John Radcliff e 0300 304 7777
 Oxford, The Manor (Private) 01865 307777
 Nuffi  eld Orthopaedic Centre 0300 304 7777
 Katharine House Hospice 01295 229940
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447
 (Monday 9.00am–1.00pm, Wednesday 9.00–5.00pm, 
 Thursday 9.00–12.30pm) 
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369
 National Express 0371 781 8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50
 OurBus Bartons  01235 849410
 Oxford Bus Company 01865 785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201
 Stagecoach Bus Company 01865 772250
 Traveline (Public Transport) 0871 200 2233

UTILITIES:
 Gas Escapes (24hrs)  0800 111 999
 Electricity – any supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s)  0800 833 408
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 519800

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  01865 816010
Monday 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine website at http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory. 

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

DEDDINGTON  DATA


