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Submission of any article to the Deddington News carrying personal information (for example names, locations, pictures) will imply that the person 
submitting the article has obtained the necessary consent from the individual (or parent / guardian in the case of a minor) /company / organisation 
for this information to be used both in print and online. 
Contributors should be aware that the monthly issues are posted online and therefore any personal contact details given are there in perpetuity.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors or the committee. Inclusion of an advertisement or insert does not constitute any 
recommendation or endorsement of the organisations concerned on the part of the Deddington News. The DN takes no responsibility and gives no guarantees, 
warranties or representations, implied or otherwise, for the content or accuracy of these advertisements.
The DN always seeks copyright permission where appropriate. Material is proof read. The editors seek to ensure the material is not scurrilous, offensive or 
otherwise unacceptable to the public at large. The DN team reserves the right to refuse any material on this basis.  
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I feel lucky to have been in Deddington in 1975 when Gerard Sullivan, 
chairman of the Deddington Hall Management Committee (not the 
current Windmill MC), proposed to Mary Robinson and me that we 
start a village or parish magazine. Mary had a background in desktop 
publishing and I was a reasonably competent secretary. We reviewed 
a few local magazines and decided that A4 was the size to go for. It 
was a scratchy start with some being highly sceptical about the need 
for it (including me) and limited income from advertisers who were 
prepared to give it a go. 

Some parish councillors were deeply suspicious, not least follow-
ing the first issue. However, they supported the DN to the tune of £4 
per month for the first three months. Our report of the PC meeting 
following that first issue, records that complaints that it was a waste 
of ratepayers’ money and some businesses hadn’t been asked to 
advertise. There was a demand that DN copy should be vetted by 
the PC before publication. Happily, the PC now positively welcomes 
me to their meetings. 

Fortunately, these initial hurdles were jumped and the DN became 
self-sufficient, with funding from advertisers. There have been hitches 
along the way when income did not cover our expenditure but, mainly, 
this has been an occasional blip on the horizon.

Along the way we have had only thirteen other editors: I returned 
to the hot seat in 2008. Undoubtedly, it’s becoming time for someone 
– or some two – to take over the reins if the parish wants the News 
to continue. 
� JC

What’s On 
September 
Wed	 2	 Photographic Society:  Hints and Tips on Wildlife Photo- 
		  graphy, Jason Parry-Wilson, Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm 
Sat	 5	 Parish Show: Deddington Church, 2.00pm 
Mon	 7	 Local Vocals: new term starts, Primary School, 7.30pm 
Wed	 9	 Women’s Institute: The Miracle of Bletchley Park, Gillian  
		  Cane, Holly Tree Hall, 2.30pm 
Thu	 10	 People Planet Pint: George Inn, Barford, 7.00–10.30pm 
Sat	 12	 Ride and Stride between neighbouring churches: 10.00am– 
		  5.00pm 
Fri	 11	 DOGS: The Cotswold, Chipping Norton and barbecue at  
		  Deddington 
Wed	16	 Parish Council: Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 7.30pm 
Thu	 24	 Book Group: call Sally Lambert, 01869 338094 for details 
Fri	 25	 Community Lunch Club: Windmill Centre, 12.30pm 
Sat	 26	 Farmers’ Market: Market Place, 9.00am–12.30pm 
Sat	 26	 Craft Market: Deddington Church, 9.00am–12.30pm 
Sat	 26	 Quiz Night: Windmill Centre, 7.30pm 

October 
Sat	 3	 Deddington Wine Festival: Windmill Centre, 7.00pm 
Wed	 7	 Photographic Society: Adderbury Institute, 7.30pm 
Thu	 8	 History Society: The Romans of Oxfordshire, Marie-Louise  
		  Kerr, Primary School, 7.30pm 
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

These Parish Council notes are the view of Jill Cheeseman, a DN representative, not the official minutes. 
For those, go to https://www.deddingtonparishcouncil.org/meetingsminutes.html

Meeting held on 15 July at the Windmill
Present:  Cox, Gillham, Mobbs, Oldfield, O’Neill, Rob-
inson (chair), Rogers (District), Timms, parish clerk, 
two members of the public and the DN correspondent.
10 Minute Forum
A resident requested space for a Muslim burial at the 
Hempton Road cemetery for an immediate relative 
and non-resident. The cemetery is consecrated land 
but this does not exclude other faiths. The south-east 
area the of the cemetery was under discussion by the 
PC and would need clearing of weeds. There has been 
a recent precedent of a non-resident having been in-
terred there. It was agreed that future graveyard space 
should be considered in a new Neighbourhood Plan.  

OCC suddenly proposed that six new electric vehi-
cle (EV) charging points be installed in the Bull Ring. 
the PC was not aware that this proposal was going to 
be made and a consultation launched, with a closing 
date of 8 August. Some complaints were received 
about the loss of regular car parking spaces in the 
Market Place if the installation goes ahead. The PC 
was generally in favour but a site meeting will be held 
with OCC and questions raised. 
Planning
No objection
RC Spencer, Hempton Road, Deddington: demolish 
existing building and erection of new office and storage 
building with landscaping. 
Nellie & Dove, The Tchure, Deddington: installation of 
replacement non-illuminated signage.
Foxgloves, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington: tree works.
Deddington Parish Church: tree works.
Orchard View, St Thomas Street, Deddington: retro-
spective for single storey conservatory.
13 Hempton Road, Deddington: two storey rear ex-
tension and new porch to the front.
There were no other matters discussed at this ab-
breviated PC meeting as it fell on the same evening 
as the doomed FIFA World Cup semi-final, hence 
several absentee parish councillors. The remainder 
of the agenda was rolled over to the next meeting to 
be held on Wednesday 19 August at 7.30pm at the 
Windmill Centre.
Meeting held on 19 August at the Windmill
Present: Councillors ap Simon, Cox, Mobbs, Oldfield, 
O’Neill, Robinson (chair), Stapley, Swadling, Timms, 
Watts,  County Councillor Epps, the parish clerk and 
DN representative.
Finance &General Purposes
Funding is not currently available from OCC for super-
vision of the Remembrance Day parade. It was agreed 
to refer to the RBL chairman and that the PC should 
fund it, not least  considering the monies it received 
from the sale of the old RBL building.
Additional signatories are to be added to the bank 
accounts for security in the case of absence or illness.
Satin Lane allotment rents are to be decided at the 
September meeting.

Distribution of the PC newsletter was difficult this year. 
It was agreed the Scouts might be asked to do it or it 
could be produced on a double sided A4 to be folded 
and inserted in the DN. A decision will be made at the 
time of sending another newsletter next year.
Planning permission will be sought to erect a 5G phone 
mast at the Windmill.
Planning
No objection
Oak Tree House, Fardon Way, Deddington: retrospec-
tive, additional windows and raised boundary wall.
Large Scale Development
A meeting was held with the new owners of the Ded-
dington Estate which includes Satin Lane Allotments. 
They are potentially interested in some development in 
Deddington but have no plans for the allotment area. 
The PC noted extreme disappointment at OCC’s 
supportive stance of the application for the large rail 
freight terminal (OxSRFI) and have written again in 
objection, particularly considering the cumulative 
effect of several significant proposed developments 
in close proximity. The PC’s comments are supported 
by CC Epps. 
There have been adjustments to the Puy du Fou ap-
plication but it remains a huge theme park. The PC 
agreed to send a further letter of objection. 
The PC has been advised that Deddington Neighbour-
hood Plan is not affected by CDC’s current planning 
status. A meeting will be arranged in September with 
a view to updating it for the future.
OCC will not adopt the roads on the new development 
north of the fire station without payment of a significant 
sum of money. No reply has been received from CDC 
on adopting the play area. 
County Council
Discussions are ongoing regarding work agreed on 
Fardon Way by the new owners and not yet completed.
Environment & Recreation
The RoSPA inspection was generally good without 
major issues although some safety concerns have 
been raised by residents. Advice is to be sought on 
the continued involvement of Creative Play. 
A Muslim burial has now taken place at the Hempton 
Road cemetery and DPC has been warmly thanked 
by the family.
Ramps and jumps at the Windmill are being removed. 
The dangers of these were also pointed by the RoSPA 
inspector. 
Highways
EV charging points in the Bull Ring are to go ahead. 
There has been recent speeding enforcement carried 
out on Clifton Road. 
Next meeting to be held on 16 September at 
7.30pm at the Windmill.
Would you know how to use the CPR equipment 
around the parish in an emergency? Free CPR training 
is available. Please contact the parish clerk for further 
information: clerk@deddington-pc.gov.uk.
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info@1971deddington.com
Fully licensed Indian restaurant  

and take-away
Home delivery

We cater for all occasions  
and dietary requirements

Lunches available by pre-order
Open 7 days a week
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Sunday and Bank Holidays 5pm to 10pm

New Street, Deddington OX15 0SP
Tel: 01869 337733/337799

www.1971deddington.com
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As gardeners prepare their produce for the annual 
Parish Show, it is interesting to reflect on earlier years 
of the original Horticultural Society (est 1837). David 
French’s research into Jackson’s Oxford Journals
includes a series of annual reports on them between 
1850 and 1859. The 1858 show was a highlight as the 
following extract (newspaper quotes in italics) from 
David’s article tell us: 

‘The 1858 show was a joint celebration of the 21st 
anniversary of the Horticultural Society and the first 
anniversary of the Buccleuch Archery Club, Adderbury 
(Hon Secretary, Mr CD Faulkner (31)). The Great 
Western Railway Company in the most handsome 
manner, advertised special return fares to Aynho sta-
tion. The preceding week, the Banbury Guardian was 
anticipating one of the largest and most fashionable 
gatherings which this town has witnessed for some 
years. The great aim of the Society was especially 
to create in the minds of the labouring population 
that spirit of rivalry, in the cultivation of their gardens, 
which is so conducive to their happiness, by drawing 
them insensibly from idle pursuits. When show day 
arrived the quiet town of Deddington presented a very 
cheerful and animated appearance. The 1858 show 
was the largest the Society had held, attracting nearly 
1,000 visitors to Castle Grounds. Entertainment was 
provided by the Band of the Oxfordshire Militia. The 
archery competition was highly successful. Nearly all 
the ladies were in appropriate uniform, consisting of 

a white muslin dress, green jacket, and white felt hat 
trimmed with green velvet and green feathers. This
costume had a very graceful appearance, and when 
the fair competitors were in the attitude of shooting, 
it displayed their figures to great advantage, and as 
they proceeded to and from their targets, they looked 
quite bewitching, and formed a striking contrast to 
the gentlemen, not two of whom were dressed alike, 
and several sported the very extreme of undress.
The Oxford Journal report continued, all the interest 
appeared to be concentrated in the ladies, who not 
only dressed much better, but shot much better. Miss 
Caparn, of this town, far out-shot her fair competitors, 
her arrows, at almost every flight, hitting not merely 
the target, but the bull’s eye, with a precision worthy 
of Maid Marian. The Oxford Journal’s correspondent 
concluded his report with the following gratuitous ob-
servation: It was a source of congratulation that the 
horticultural shows  are no longer held in the Town Hall, 
which now has more the appearance of a cow shed, 
and looked extremely ugly, dilapidated, and insecure. 
It would indeed have been a matter of regret if so 
much loveliness in flowers, fruits, and last, though not 
least, the gentler sex, had been driven, as on many 
former occasions, to waste their sweetness in such 
an uncongenial shed. 

The Oxford Journal correspondent clearly had a 
good sense of humour, although one wonders if the 
reference to the attractive figures of the lady archers 
was not, perhaps, a little risqué for the times.’

The full article is on the History home page.
Rob Forsyth 

robert.s.forsyth@gmail.com
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Our first advert appeared in the Deddington News in 
1977. One of the pleasures of advertising in the maga-
zine over many years is that people still come into the 
yard and say, ‘I never knew you were here!’ Consid-
ering Johnsons of Deddington has been trading since 
1937, we still hear that remarkably often. Perhaps it 
is because our entrance is a little discreet. Perhaps 
it is because people assume we only sell timber and 
building materials or that we deal solely with the 
trade.  Whatever the reason, we 
still enjoy meeting local residents 
who discover us for the first time, 
especially those who have lived in 
the village for years.

Johnsons began trading nearly 
ninety years ago and remains 
under the ownership and manage-
ment of the same family, now into 
its fourth generation. In a world 
where businesses often come 
and go, we are proud to have 
remained independent, local, and 
family-run throughout changing 
times, changing fashions, chang-
ing governments and more than 
a few economic ups and downs. 
During that time the business has 
seen everything from a large fire 
in the yard during the Second 
World War to the disruption of 
Covid and, fortunately, Johnsons 
survived both.

Other than perhaps some of 
the farms, Johnsons may well now 
be one of the longest continually 
family-run businesses in the parish, although we sus-
pect there may be one or two local families willing to 
challenge that claim.

Over the decades we have seen Deddington and 
the parish evolve enormously. New homes have 
appeared, old buildings restored, extensions added, 
gardens redesigned and countless DIY projects start-
ed with confidence and sometimes even completed 
on budget. Throughout all of that, we have tried to 
remain what we have always been: a dependable local 
merchant where people can buy anything from a few 
screws to the materials for an entire building project.

One customer may come in for a packet of batteries 
because the Co-op has sold out. Another might need 
drain unblocker, a paint brush or bag of sand. Mean-
while, someone else is planning a major renovation 
and orders enough timber and insulation to keep them 
busy for months. Then there is the last minute Friday 
afternoon rush when snow or heavy rain is forecast 
and suddenly residents urgently need rock salt or 
sandbags.

Many first time visitors are surprised by the size 
of the yard and the range of products we stock. From 
the road, we can appear deceptively modest. Once 

through the entrance people often discover far more 
than they expected — timber, hardware, decorating 
materials, tools, fixings, household essentials and 
plenty besides.

We have always believed there is real value in 
having a local business where customers can walk 
in, explain what they are trying to achieve and speak 
to someone with practical knowledge and experience. 
Sometimes people know exactly what they need. 

Sometimes they arrive with a vague 
description involving ‘a thingy that 
goes behind another thingy’. We 
understand ‘thingy’.

Being part of a village commu-
nity also means that business is 
about far more than transactions. 
Over the years we have got to know 
generations of local families. Some 
customers first came to Johnsons 
with their parents and now visit with 
their own children. Others pop in 
regularly, not only for materials, but 
also for a quick chat and a catch-
up on local gossip. That sense of 
continuity matters.

As Deddington continues to 
grow, with new housing and new 
residents arriving all the time, we 
remain grateful for the support the 
local community has shown us over 
many decades. Advertising in the 
parish magazine has always been 
part of maintaining that connection. 
People often assume advertising is 
simply about attracting new busi-

ness but for us it is equally about staying visible and 
reminding local residents that we are here when they 
need us. Villages change over time. New families 
move in, others move away and even long-standing 
residents can be surprised to discover what is tucked 
away behind our entrance.

The Deddington News reaches exactly the sort of 
audience we value most: local people. Some readers 
may only need us once a year for WD40, mousetraps 
or a replacement gate hinge. Others may be planning 
a major renovation or garden project or even needing 
plywood for their YouTube projects.

It is also our way of supporting a publication that 
helps keep local organisations, events and village life 
connected. Local businesses and community publica-
tions have always depended on one another to some 
extent and we are pleased to continue playing a small 
part in that tradition.

Of course, we still smile when someone walks in 
and says, ‘I never knew you were here.’ After nearly 
ninety years, we suspect we may still be hearing that 
for some time.

Paul Johnson 

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT SINCE 1937
Four Generations of Johnsons of Deddington

The remains of Johnsons yard after the 
fire in 1941
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Window Cleaning
Working in Deddington & 

surrounding villages for more 
than 20 years

Fully Insured
Over the last 20 years we have built up a reputation 

for a safe, reliable & professional approach
For a free, no obligation quote, contact:

07890 228627
sales@chandlercleaning.co.uk
www.chandlercleaning.co.uk

Fantastic fun and care for your little  
explorers...in the village 
Deddington Village Nursery and Pre-School (PFSU) welcome 
your child. Our two settings offer nursery (2-3 yr old) and 
pre-school (3-4 yr old) education in happy, secure and caring 
environments. Our well-qualified and experienced staff work 
closely with families to develop children’s confidence, self-
esteem and social skills. 
• Providing flexible hours, 5 days a week 
• Free spaces for eligible 2 yr olds and all 3 & 4 yr olds 
• Offering 30 hours gov-funded childcare 
• A not-for-profit charity run by professional staff.

“I can’t recommend the settings highly 
enough. The support is second to none. 
The staff are all dedicated to providing 
the highest quality service and do so  
with compassion and professionalism.”

We offer friendly, flexible term-time wraparound care for 2-4 year 
olds, including an 8-9am Breakfast Club and 3-6pm After School 
Club. Holiday club sessions are available during the Easter and 
Summer holidays. Please get in touch for more details.

Nursery: 01869 337383
Pre-school: 01869 337484

info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk 
www.deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk

Deddington Village Nursery 
Hempton Rd, Deddington, OX15 0QH 

Company No: 4874588 Ofsted No: 2798528 
Charity No: 1100275

Deddington Partnership Foundation Stage Unit  
Earls Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TJ 

Company No: 4874588, Ofsted No: EY330043 
Charity No: 1100275



September 2026 Deddington News 9

CHURCH
Parish Church SS Peter and Paul

RC Parish of Hethe
St John’s Church in Banbury will be streaming Mass 
daily at 9.30am, Mondays to Fridays; at 10.00am on 
Saturdays; and 11.15am on Sundays on https//www.
mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-john-the-evangelist-ban-
bury. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be 
streamed for 30 minutes at the end of each week-
day Mass.

Welcome back after the hot summer break! However 
you have spent it, we hope you had a chance to rest. 
We have lots going on for you this month, starting with 
the Parish Show on Saturday 5 September in church 
(get your entries ready). On Sunday 6 September, 
our all-age family communion service returns in the 
morning, whilst at 6.00pm that day, we welcome our 
amazing choir back after their break for Sung Even-
song; neither are to be missed. Then we head into 
full-on Harvest Festival season, with harvest services 
on 20 September at both Hempton and Deddington. In 
Barford St Michael, the harvest service is on the 27th 
at 10:30am. What a great start autumn is getting off to. 
Please come and join us at any or all of our services 
– the warmest welcome awaits you.

The Revd Nick Fielden is Vicar of Deddington 
with Clifton, Hempton and the Barfords. Mondays 
are Nick’s usual day off, so if you need to contact a 
member of the clergy urgently on a Monday, please 
contact one of the wardens. Barford St Michael’s 
church is open every day between 10.00am and 
3.00pm. Deddington church is open from 9.00am-
4.00pm for anyone wishing to visit, pray, meditate or 
simply be. Deddington church services are streamed 
live. Please see the church website or Facebook page 
for updates: www.deddingtonchurch.org and https://
www.facebook.com/DeddingtonChurch.

September 
Mon		  8.45am	Morning Prayer
Tue		  8.15am	 Morning Prayer
Wed		  10.00am	Holy Communion (with healing prayer  
			   on 4th Wednesday)
Thu		  9.30am	Tea + Toast and Squiggles and  
			   Wriggles (term time)
Fri		  8.45am	Morning Prayer
		  5.15 pm	Evening Prayer
Sun	 6	 10.30am Family Communion (breakfast and 
			   crafts from 9.45am)
		  6.00pm	Sung Evensong
Sun	 13	 10.30am	Holy Communion
Sun	20	 10.30am	Harvest Festival with Holy  
			   Communion
Sun	27	 10.30am	Holy Communion
Hempton
Sun	20	 9.00am	Harvest Festival with Holy 
			   Communion
Barford St Michael
Wed		  5.15pm	 Evening Prayer
Sun	 6	 10.30am	Coffee and Chat
Sun	20	 10.30am	Family Service
Sun	27	 10.30am	Harvest Festival with Holy  
			   Communion
Barford St John
Sun	 13	 9.00am	Holy Communion
From the Parish Registers
Weddings
4 July 			   Emily Blackburn and Samuel Best
8 August 		  Anna Cowley and Hang 
15 August		  Catherine Elvidge and Jay Boose 
Funerals:
21 June 		  Bernard and Verna Lane  
			   (interment of ashes)
21 July			  Raymond Murrey 
For funeral and home visits in case of illness please 
contact the Vicar, Nick Fielden on 01869 934794 or 
vicar@deddingtonchurch.org, or one of the Church 
Wardens – Deddington: Caroline Condon (07821 
259092) or wardens@deddingtonchurch.org; Bar-
fords: Sue Addison (07484 718791), Sally Barber 
(07776 241218) or barfordchurches234@gmail.com.

For baptism, wedding and general enquiries please 
contact the parish administrator: office@deddington-
church.org.
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Will there be a Deddington News popping 
through village letter-boxes in September 
2076? You could take a look into your crystal 

ball or you could ask Google AI. A ‘Yes’, though, is 
down to you, yes you, and to our advertisers — cli-
mate willing.

You, because we need an audience which touches 
on changing social mores where the instant grati-
fication of scrolling and streaming are increasingly 
preferred to turning pages of books, magazines or 
newspapers. Will there still be a community-minded, 
literate audience for reading printed words in the 
future? 

Much more crucial is where the volunteers will 
come from. This does not mean just those editing, 
dealing with advertisers and advertisements, han-
dling administration and finance, and delivering the 
Deddington News. It also means contributors, those 
who take the time to sit down and write about what 
is of interest to readers and what is going on in our 
community. There are fewer willing to do that than even 
ten years ago. The search for people to give their time 
and talents freely is a growing problem, not just for 
us. The pages of the Deddington News regularly carry 
pleas for volunteers. The parish council, Cubs, Brown-
ies, farmers’ market, Deddington Town FC Youth, for 
example, are constantly asking for hands to fill gaps.

As new homes are added to the parish or people 
move to the area, the editors regularly receive encour-
aging and enthusiastic comments from newcomers 
about how they value the magazine. The pattern of 
messages suggests that people of 35 and over are 
those who really appreciate the community value of 
the Deddington News. But those kind words rarely 
convert into the volunteers we need to keep us going. 
If we can find them, then there could be a future for 
the magazine.

Which brings us back to the advertisers. During 
Covid, when Deddington News appeared online only, 
the message from advertisers was clear: we want the 
printed word, not an ephemeral appearance online on 

Facebook, Instagram or even Deddington OnLine.
The Deddington News is not dependent on cover 

sales, unlike newspapers and magazines which have 
seen a drastic drop in sales. The Oxford Mail, for in-
stance, sold 16,000-plus sales in 2013 but now sells 
fewer than 4,000. The Daily Express, selling more than 
four million at its peak, now sells just over a hundred 
thousand. Reader’s Digest and The Lady magazines 
have vanished from British magazine racks. Instead 
the Deddington News is funded totally by advertising, 
allowing free delivery to Deddington, Hempton and 
Clifton. As long as those who advertise prefer the 
longer lasting impact of print to that found by fingers 
scrolling across a screen — and are willing to help 
pay for the increasing costs of ink and paper — then, 
as long as we can find the volunteers, there may be a 
future for those who appreciate the value of a commu-
nity magazine and want more than a totally digital diet.

Costs are going up. Paper and ink are forecast 
to rise over the next year by anything between 4% 
and 12%, reflecting global uncertainties over energy, 
transport and other costs, thanks to an unpredictable 
United States.

The Deddington News, as part of Deddington 
Media Community Interest Company, also funds 
Deddington OnLine and so faces increasing costs 
for web hosting and other internet services for this 
important and fascinating archive of material, historic 
and contemporary, photographic and written. Should 
the Deddington News die then it could only be a mat-
ter of time before Deddington OnLine degraded and 
disappeared.

The community that is Deddington, Hempton and 
Clifton would be the poorer without the Deddington 
News and Deddington OnLine, the sister service it 
supports financially. What is absolutely key to their 
survival is the human input. That is you, the reader, 
who could also be part of bringing the Deddiington 
News to the community.

John Price

READING THE RUNES

When does conservation 
mask animal exploitation? 
That question is at the 
heart of this thrilling novel, 
set in Tanzania. Young re-
searcher, Angel, who lives 
among wild chimpanzees 
on a forested island, must 
fight for the animals’ sur-
vival and her own against 
an organisation that pro-
vides wealthy hunters 
with opportunities to kill. 

Many of us, revolted by 
images of hunters posing 

proudly with their victims, are familiar with the argu-
ment that controlled trophy hunting can benefit wild 
animal populations and habitats. There’s no doubting 
which side John Ironmonger is on; readers will be 
rooting for Angel and her chimpanzee companions 
against the pitiless invaders as the situation becomes 
ever more dangerous. Partly inspired by the work of 
the great Jane Goodall, the novel explores animal 
communication and how much we can learn from wild 
creatures when we’re willing to listen. This was my 
introduction to an author with a thorough knowledge 
and passionate feeling for animal issues; I’m now ea-
ger to read his earlier novel, The Wager and the Bear. 

Linda Newbery
is Patron of Deddington Library

BOOK REVIEW
The Angel of St Piran by John Ironmonger
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Farm Shop
Home Farm, Cli� on, OX15 0PA

Home-produced lamb,
hogget & mu� on

Kid goat and rare-breed pork

Available in season

Honey, fresh eggs and more…

Half lamb and whole lamb boxes
available to order

Open 7 days a week 8am-5.30pm

chris@fenemorefarms.co.uk
Tel: 07917 795207

Follow us on Facebook

Scan the QR for events Rosara, The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL

PLANT NURSERY MICHELIN YURT|LIFESTYLE |

ROSARA
at N I C H O L S O N S

www.rosara.co.uk @rosaraatnicholsons

Rebalance,
Restore, Relax
Tranquil room in Deddington offering 
a range of massage treatments: 

Relaxing massage
Deep tissue massage
Sports massage
Pregnancy massage
Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
joannakeal@ahoo.co.uk

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk
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BOOK WITH 
YOUR PERSONAL 
TRAVEL AGENT
Are you ready to explore the world at your 
own pace, without the stress of planning?

As your personal travel agent, I can help plan 
your perfect getaway. Whether it be…

•  Winter sun, beach holidays, and city breaks
•  Worldwide destinations including Canada,  
 Australia and New Zealand
• Adult escapes to family holidays, and 
 everything in between

Let me turn your travel dreams into a reality

BrilliantTravel
Your personal Travel Specialist

Catherine Blackburn
       01295 231525 or 07539410580

       Catherine.Blackburn@brillianttravel.co.uk

       catherineblackburntravel.co.uk

       facebook.com/catherinebrillianttravel

More Holiday Memories for Less Hassle
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Help your lawn bounce back 
after this summer’s drought

The hot, dry weather has taken its toll on lawns across 
Deddington and surrounding villages, leaving many thin, 
stressed and full of weeds. Country Lawns is a local, 
independent business which provides professional lawn 
care treatments tailored to your lawn, helping restore its 

health, colour and condition.

Our treatments include:
l Seasonal fertiliser treatments
l Weed control
l Moss control
l Scarification
l Lawn aeration
l Disease treatments
l Lawn renovation and recovery programmes

Whether your lawn needs a seasonal boost or some 
serious TLC after the summer, we can help get it looking 

healthy and lush again.

Get in touch for
your free lawn check

07827807177
Country Lawns

www.countrylawns.co.uk

Since 2022, Driving Ukraine has provided hun-
dreds of vehicles, dozens of unmanned ground 
vehicles (UGVs), many drone detectors and 

tonnes of aid: 61 convoys. More than 800 volunteers 
from over 30 countries have fundraised, driven and 
delivered vehicles to Ukraine, for frontline heroes to 
be there for that crucial moment to save lives. This 
support has changed the course of history. On several 
occasions our vehicles have helped hold sections of 
the frontline from being broken through, so that many 
Ukrainian defenders have been evacuated in our 
vehicles and survived, incoming drones have been 
brought down with our air defence vehicles, saving 
civilian lives. Thanks to our supporters, people came 
back to their families. 

The war is still going on. To keep helping, we need 
to become systematic. So, we’ve created the Driving 
Ukraine Club. It’s a monthly donation from £10 per 
month. You get access to the Club community chat 
where we share all our work and impact from across 
Ukraine, deeper and in real time and a monthly news-
letter on everything we do. We can’t end the war but we 
can help make sure Ukrainian defenders and civilians 
survive, whilst letting you know exactly the impact 
you are making. Your monthly support will go towards 
making every convoy possible, helping fund planning 
and coordination, logistics and operations and sup-
port the team behind every delivery, plus funding the 
vehicles, UGVs, and drone detectors. You won’t just 
be funding one vehicle, you will make every vehicle 
delivery happen. See https://drivingukraine.org/club/.

To join a convoy, you don’t need an HGV licence, a 
military background or a huge personal network. You 
just need five days, a sense of adventure, with age no 
barrier. Convoy 63 which left on 27 August included 
Mike O’Brien, John Parkinson and Pete Soddy. They 
call themselves Team 240 – their combined ages.

Convoy 58, our biggest ever – 26 vehicles, 70 
volunteers, UGVs, drone detectors, seven countries, 
four days on the road and a classic Rolls Royce, took 
to the road on an unforgettable journey from Oxford to 
Lviv. Due to other world issues and in order to reignite 
interest and awareness of the war in Ukraine, YouTube 
motoring correspondent, Jay Emm of JayEmmOn-
Cars, was asked to cover convoy 58. Jay drove the 
Rolls Royce to raise the profile of the event, spreading 
the word amongst his YouTube audience. Search 
YouTube ‘We Just Drove a 1963 300,000 mile Rolls 
Royce Silver Cloud to Ukraine JayEmm on Cars’. An 
unexpected journey and a truly amazing and moving 
video.

A final word from Maksym Stodolia, Head of Ukrain-
ian Operations, DrivingUkraine: ‘Hey friends, I remem-
ber how the war started and how all of us Ukrainians 
had this feeling that we would be left alone with this 
problem, that the world would forget about us, that we 
would disappear and that we would lose our fight for 
our place in the sun. But from the very first days of 
the war, I saw dozens, then hundreds of people like 
you who gave their time to come to help us directly. 

DRIVING UKRAINE

ROAD CLOSURE
Hudson Street, Deddington, to facilitate water main 
works. Starting on 7 September with an anticipated 
completion date of 9 September, 24 hours per day.

We started as a small organisation of people who 
simply cared. I can say with confidence that, for the 
Ukrainian military and for Ukrainians, Driving Ukraine 
has become an institution that individual units rely on. 
Thanks to you, hundreds of young Ukrainian men have 
made it back home alive. You, more than anyone, have 
proven that every single person can make a difference. 
Together, we continue to make a real difference in 
what is happening here. I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for standing with us.’

Jenny Soddy  07976 922558

IS THERE ANYBODY THERE? 
We are still hoping to find a new annual advertising 
manager. It’s not onerous and doesn’t involve selling. 
Amazingly, our advertisers come to us. It’s essentially 
an admin job, communicating with our advertisers and 
nudging them to produce their copy. Please speak to 
me for further information.  JC
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Once upon a time long ago, the parish church of 
St Peter and St Paul in Deddington had a spire, 
like most of the surrounding village churches. 

Until one day in 1634 it, together with part 
of the tower, crashed through the roof of the 
nave, leaving the villagers without the space 
in which they worshipped every Sunday, as 
people did in those days, and where they 
were baptised, married and buried. Deprived 
of their communal space what did they do? 
They cautiously decided not to risk another 
spire but, over the next 50 years, interrupted 
by the Civil War, they restored the sturdy 
tower, embellished it with its signature eight 
pinnacles and reroofed the nave.

I say ‘they’ restored it. Who were ‘they’? 
‘They’ were all the residents of Clifton, 
Deddington and Hempton who made up the 
parish of Deddington and whose forebears 
had built the original church for their use. The whole 
of England was, and continues to be, divided into par-
ishes so every single person belonged to one parish 
or another and, therefore, bore part of the communal 
responsibility for the church, not only the building but 
also its operation, including hiring the vicar. 

2026: the tower still stands and the roof is intact, 
thanks to Phillip Allan’s fundraising drive of some 30 
years ago. However, the 35-year-old heating system, 
a luxury undreamed of by the hardy villagers of the 
17th century, but critical for less hardy 21st century 
residents, has reached the end of its life and can no 
longer be repaired. An unheated church would leave 
the community, as in 1634, without its lovely light and 
airy central village space, of recent years significantly 
updated with modern kitchen and loos. Not only will 
worshippers lose out but so will the audience for 
everything from the wide range of concerts, the variety 
of groups from the free Squiggles and Wriggles for 
pre-schoolers to the weekly Katharine House coffee 
mornings, the monthly craft market, music practice 
space – and so on.

So, who will solve the problem this time? ‘They’ 
will, of course. And who are ‘they’? We have come to 
think of the church building as the responsibility of the 
active congregation and, by extension, of ‘the Church’, 
vaguely assumed to be some wealthy organisation, 
owning lots of lovely cathedrals etc. In reality the aver-
age regular congregation in Deddington is now fewer 
than 60 and the ‘wealth’ of the wider Church of Eng-
land lies largely in its physical assets, ie its buildings 
- similar to farmers whose wealth lies in the value of 
their land and equipment, not in any liquid funds. While 
the Church has overhead costs, unlike a business it 
does not sell any revenue-making product to meet its 
ongoing obligations. Its heritage income, generated 
over time by the sale of ancient church lands and 
huge vicarages, can only meet approximately 20% of 
its annual running costs.*Included in these costs are 
specific grants for building repair but, for local church-
es, it is solely down to the parishioners to continue, 
as they have for centuries past, to pay for the regular 

upkeep of the building and its running costs, as well 
as the stipend and the housing of the vicar, who is 
there to support all residents, regardless of any faith 

or none. The active congregation, who are a 
fraction of the population, valiantly soldiers 
on to meet its responsibilities.

Which brings us to the other ‘parishion-
ers’: everyone else living in Clifton, Dedding-
ton and Hempton (and Barford?) who values 
the church building in ways other than as a 
place to worship: perhaps as the backdrop 
to our trip to the Co-op checking the clock or 
noting it striking the hour; attending the an-
nual school leavers’ service; picking up food 
from the porch on a Tuesday or Thursday to 
avoid it going to waste; attending one of the 
varied concerts, from jazz to chamber music; 
enjoying the parish show, the Photographic 
Society’s annual exhibition, Nellie and Dove’s 

charity fashion show; or even as a subliminal reminder 
of our forebears who built the communities in which 
we live. Unlike them, the majority of us do not use the 
church for worship but, in a secular age, nevertheless 
value the building for so many different communal 
purposes and need to share responsibility for it.

If we are to continue enjoying year-round use of this 
great space in the centre of the village, we urgently 
need to replace the unreliable 35-year-old heating 
system for which parts are no longer available. The 
simplest way of helping is by donating to the Friends of 
Deddington Church, Registered Charity No. 1197482, 
at https://www.friendsofdeddingtonchurch.org/con-
tact--donate.html.
*ht tps: //www.churchofengland.org/media / f i -
nance-news/church-commissioners-england-en-
dowment-fund-delivers-8-return-2025

Catherine Desmond
catmdesmond@gmail.com

SO WHOSE CHURCH IS IT?

PARISH SHOW – FINAL CALL
It’s the final call for flights of fancy at this year’s Parish 
Show. Remember: entries must be in by 2 September.

Horticulturally, it may be a challenging year given 
the unprecedented weather conditions, but there are 
still plenty of opportunities to get involved. Why not 
enter your best cookery, flowers, art, crafts, limericks, 
pork pies or photography? Following a cracking liai-
son with headteacher Clive, we’re especially looking 
forward to seeing the children’s entries. As always, 
bottles and cakes will be hugely appreciated. Please 
drop in to any committee member below.

Once again, our local businesses have come up 
trumps with some very generous raffle prizes, so there 
will be plenty to enjoy. 

Come and make the most of this special community 
day on Saturday 5 September. Relax over an afternoon 
tea and the sounds of our own brass band.

Stan Nelson, Cheryl Wild, Sue Ayles, Terry 
Timms, Angela Everett, Maureen Robinson
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07753 566492 n info@dunstewkitchens.co.uk n www.dunstewkitchens.co.uk
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Sandy Billy
BSc (Hons), MRCPod

Podiatry / Chiropody Service 
at Deddington Health Centre

● Nail Care   ● Diabetic Foot Care
● Biomechanical Assessment
● Insoles / Orthotics
● Corns and Callus (Hard Skin)
● Foot Care and Foot Wear Advice
● Clinical and Home Visiting Service
● HCPC Registered

Tel: 07792 212988
Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com

A.E.PRENTICE
FUEL MERCHANTS

A family business established in 1864

SMOKELESS FUELS
KILN  DRIED LOGS
KINDLING WOOD
BOTTLED GAS
AUTOGAS
COMPOST

We are a family business, ensuring 
a reliable and caring delivery service

01869 346800
DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND OR CALL IN AND COLLECT:
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS  DOORS  SECONDARY GLAZING 
 ORIGINTM MULTI-FOLD DOORS

T: 01869 347146 or 07836 623407  
E: mrpaulbarber@hotmail.com 
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk
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1992: ‘Residents clearly show pride 
in the village and verges were of a 
high standard,’ reported judges for 
Oxfordshire Best Kept Village contest. 
The WI offered a recipe for a fruit flan 
that it records will ‘freezes well’.

1995: Deddington Youth Club 
announced a ‘vigorous and dynamic 
committee is taking over’. Church 
launched an appeal for a new 
heating system. Hempton Road 
footpath got a seat with a view.

1998: Deddington was the large village 
runner-up in the Village In Bloom 
competition. More than 150 people 
attended open gardens in Hempton. In 
Clifton ‘most of the population’ turned 
out for a Fun Day at Welford’s Piece.

1991: Launch editor Mary Robinson 
returns with an editorial celebrating 
15 years ot The Deddington News 
and writes: ‘Long may it survive!’ 
The Guides enjoyed an evening 
stream-walking at Nether Worton.

1994: Latest walk by Ralph Elsley took 
you to Paper Mill Cottages. Meanwhile 
Down On The Farm by Roger Nobbs 
started on Page 7. Sylvie Nickels now 
editor but Ken Langstaff carries on 
creating his distinctive covers. 

1997: The Brownies headed to 
Aylesbury county museum to a 
Roald Dahl exhibition. The church 
launched an appeal for funds to 
battle beetles and wet rot. Kristin 
Thompson took over the editorship.

1990: Deddington Charity Estates 
dominated the front cover. In those 
days scams had the personal touch: 
police warned about a spate of bogus 
callers in the parish with the slogan: 
‘When in doubt, shut them out!’

1993: Hempton welcomed ‘our 
long-awaited footpath with great 
pleasure’ but mourned loss of 
‘shop, pub and bus’. Local bobby 
PC Dave Keats congratulated on a 
long service medal after 22 years.

1996: Woodland Trust confirmed the 
acquisition of the Bloxham Bridge site 
for Daeda’s Wood with a community 
planting day set for November. The 
DN marked its 20th year with a piece 
by founding editor Mary Robinson.

1999: The parish council agreed to pay up to 
£13,000 for 30mph signs and ‘sharks teeth’ at 
Clifton and Hempton. Katharine House coffee 
mornings moved to St John’s in Hempton due 
to repairs at St Peter and Paul’s. Plans for the 
coming Millennium celebrations were highlighted. 

2000: Pupils performed a musical Along Came 
Man at the Apollo in Oxford. Beeches Bowling 
Club reported on season’s end. A debate over 
Born and Bred in Deddington versus those 
‘Nearly’ Parish Born and Bred was aired. A youth 
club Millennium video headlined at the Windmill.
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2003: Concerns raised about repeated 
vandalism at the Windmill. Volunteers 
have tutored more than 70 people at 
‘Computing in the Library’ sessions. 
Cover by Bill Dickinson and Jo Mace 
celebrated Deddington in Bloom.

2006: Planning was the big issue 
over homes that were ‘beyond the 
reach of people with local roots’. 
A who’s who of parish councillors. 
Front featured a choice of ten 
places to eat in the parish.

2009: Hempton raised concerns about 
speeding traffic and flooding at the 
crossroads. The year-old Allotment 
Society reported its successes. 
A new dog bin for the Castle Grounds 
requested at a cost of £300.

2002: Reported that Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee events raised £5,800 for 
local causes. The farmers market 
celebrated its first anniversary. 
Pre‑School mixed with Shire horses 
in Stratford. Christopher Hall edited.

2005: Two pages full of reports from 
the 2005 Deddington Festival. Straw 
poll result on whether the Market 
Place and Bullring should be kept 
parking free for residents. John Cheney 
featured four entrances for the cover.

2008: Festival writing competition 
attracted more than 220 entries. 
A lesson in compost making. Flu 
clinics announced. Sixty species 
found by moth-hunters in Daeda’s 
Wood. Cover by the primary school.

2001: A Village Market launched. 
Deddington wins Best Kept Village 
award. You could read a selection of 
poems from the DN’s 25th birthday 
competition.The library was celebrated 
on a front cover by Maureen Dew.

2004: Parking taskforce created. 
George Fenemore’s On The Farm 
recorded rain hindering haymaking. 
Children’s garage sale in Clifton 
raised £100 for charities. Montage 
cover from Colin Robinson.

2007: Launch editor Mary Robinson 
back sharing the editor’s chair with Jill 
Cheeseman, who also worked on the 
DN in the early years. Front cover by 
the primary school was ‘Celebrating 
1,000 years in Deddington’.

1999: The parish council agreed to pay up to 
£13,000 for 30mph signs and ‘sharks teeth’ at 
Clifton and Hempton. Katharine House coffee 
mornings moved to St John’s in Hempton due 
to repairs at St Peter and Paul’s. Plans for the 
coming Millennium celebrations were highlighted. 

2000: Pupils performed a musical Along Came 
Man at the Apollo in Oxford. Beeches Bowling 
Club reported on season’s end. A debate over 
Born and Bred in Deddington versus those 
‘Nearly’ Parish Born and Bred was aired. A youth 
club Millennium video headlined at the Windmill.
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2011: The campaign to 
Save Deddington Library 
was in full spate with 
Katrine Scott-Mitchell’s 
cover emphasising how 
close the parish was to 
losing the facility.

2019: Set-back for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.
Police warn of livestock 
raiders. Scenes on 
circular walks was the 
theme of a series of 
covers by Alison Day. 

2017: The school sought 
new governors. The 
church took a full page to 
appeal for more funding. 
Four defribrillators were 
installed in the parish. 
Front by Martin Sealby.

2014: Tennis club juniors
proved victorious. 
The Neighbourhood 
Plan steering group 
questionnaire ready. A 
history of Hempton’s 
Old School Room.

2024: A memorial to 
an unsung WWII hero. 
Clifton’s court victories 
in its speeding battle. 
Farmers market is the 
lastest cover in a series 
by Steve Waterman.

2022: Carbon footprints 
and home energy were 
to the fore. Bell tower 
open day. Places to visit 
featured on the covers, 
this of Compton Verney 
by Alison Day.

2012: Deddington 
News and Deddington
OnLine joined forces 
as Deddington Media 
Community Interest 
Company (CIC). Cover 
by Mark Newnham.

2020: DN returned 
in print after Covid 
banished it to 
the internet only. 
Allotments were the 
subjects of the year’s 
covers by Jane Price.

2018: Parish council 
consider a playing 
fields ban on dogs. 
Unpopular changes at 
the surgery pharmacy. 
Jane Wilson’s cover 
featured Daeda’s Wood.

2015: A Green Goddess 
made an appearance. 
VJ Day commemoration 
reported. Krokodiloes 
said ‘Thank you’. The bold 
graphic front by Jo Watt. 

2025: Several groups 
cried out for volunteers. 
Hempton and the 
superfast Bentley. 
Stefan wwWathan’s 
latest cover captures the 
mellow month perfectly. 

2023: Women take on 
the cricket pitch. Anne 
Hunsley’s cover was one 
of a series this year from 
members of Adderbury, 
Deddington and District 
Photographic Society.

2013: Planning started on 
Festival 2014. The Book 
Club delivered a surprise 
verdict on Pride And 
Prejudice. Open Gardens 
raised £820.50. Catherine
Desmond now co-editor. 

2021: Daeda’s Wood 
reached 25 years old 
and the farwmers market 
20. Cars and canines 
troubled Hempton. Front 
was one of a series by 
Steve Waterman.

2016: The primary 
school produced the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 
musical Cats. Fire 
station had a record 
35 calls. Cover marked 
40 years of the DN.

2011: The campaign to 
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I just received an email from a lovely English 
lady who commented that it all seemed 
quiet in the US right now. The New 
York Times says that Trump posted 
12 times on his ‘Truth’ social feed last 
night, so I guess that means there is 
a lot going on in his head. I am trying 
to ignore it.  

The level of corruption that this ad-
ministration is involved in right now is 
beyond belief. Trump announced that 
he had made over $600m from his crypto business but 
it seems that he didn’t care that a million investors had 
lost a combined $3.8bn in this scam. The latest Trump 
family money-making scheme has been to sell early 
access to his social feeds. For instance, at 6.00am 
two weeks ago, a post on Truth Social disclosed that 
a new tariff would affect a public company. When 
the markets opened the company’s stock was down 
and those who had received the news early profited 
handsomely. This is insider trading and it is fraud in 
plain sight.

The biggest issue in the media in the US is not 
a war that Trump has said is over 38 times. We are 
back to America’s favorite biennial spending spree. 
The current projected cost of the midterm elections in 
November is $11bn. The good news about the World 
Cup being over is I can stop watching broadcast TV 
channels which are full of political ads. The current 
stage is called the primaries, a process whereby the 
parties in each state hold elections to decide who 
their candidate will be in the big event in November. 
This month’s Democratic party primary to decide who 
will be their candidate for the Senate seat in Michigan 
cost $60m. Who is pumping this money in, what are 
they expecting in return? Do these very rich donors 

want what is best for the majority of the population, 
like affordable food and housing?  

We will be visiting Europe when the 
election takes place on 3 November, but 
I will be astounded if Trump accepts the 
hammering his party is going to get. He 
is back spreading uncertainty about the 
integrity of the electoral system. Will he 
seize voting machines or will he send 
in his militia?  

I know many people in the home-
land boycotted the World Cup but, 

despite the ridiculous pricing and open corruption, 
I had to join in. Several of my neighbours watched 
football for the first time. It really did generate a good 
buzz across the country. We went to games in Bos-
ton and Miami and, despite the variable quality of the 
football, they were great trips. One of the joys of living 
in America is the diversity of the people. Boston has 
long term associations with England and Ireland, but in 
Miami the majority of the people speak Spanish. The 
welcome given to the different nations was excellent, 
we rowed with Norwegians and sang with Ghanaians. 
After all I did live in Ghana for nine months so I felt 
some love and comradeship for them. The idiotic 
Argentinians are a different matter.

It is obviously a time for celebrations. Fifty years 
is a fine achievement. The whole state of Colorado 
has only managed 150. If the Republican candidate 
for the post of Colorado Governor wins in November 
we are in big trouble. He claims he killed someone 
when he was a kid and, in his spare time, he performs 
exorcisms. It might well be us that is coming home 
rather than the World Cup trophy.

Mike Ward
mikeatcherwell@gmail.com 

POSTCARD FROM AMERICA
Truth Social, Crypto, Election, World Cup, Fifty Years

Brian was born in Middlesborough in 1935 to Robert 
and Eleanor, the elder of two boys, alongside his broth-
er, Denis. His father was a successful insurance agent 
and the family moved to Newcastle when Brian was in 
his early teens. Both boys attended Heaton Grammar 
School where Brian was head boy. After National Ser-
vice, Brian read history at Pembroke College, Oxford, 
where he rowed for the second college boat. After 
university, he joined the graduate training scheme at 
United Steel before changing tack and joining Creasy, 
Son and Wickendon in Chancery Lane, London, where 
he studied for his chartered accountancy exams. After 
qualifying he joined TI Group and was based in South 
Wales for two years before relocating to Manchester 
and then London. 

Brian subsequently enjoyed a varied and exciting 
career as a managing director of various international 
businesses including Associated Leisure, UK Optical, 
LMI and finally Blue Boar. He travelled extensively for 
business in North America, Asia and Europe. Having 

lived in East Anglia for the majority of his professional 
career, the family moved to Bloxham when he joined 
Blue Boar, his final professional position. 

In 1961, Brian married Althea Fry who he met while 
at Oxford. They had two sons, James and Ben, and a 
daughter, Lucie. All the children were educated in East 
Anglia at Kings Ely, Felsted and Felixstowe College 
respectively. 

In retirement Brian and Althea enjoyed travelling 
and were members of the Tadmarton Golf Club. In 
2001 they moved to Pound Court in Deddington, where 
they became very involved in village life. Althea ran 
the farmers’ market for many years. Brian brought his 
vast financial experience and acumen to many local 
organisations including Deddington parish council 
and Oxfordshire CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural 
England). Brian loved the countryside in Oxfordshire 
and took great pride in being treasurer (15 years) and 
chairman (8 years) of Oxfordshire CPRE. 

The Wood Family 

BRIAN BOWAN WOOD 1935–2026
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When you don’t have time
 or energy to tick off  
those annoying jobs

* Free No Obligation Quotations
* DBS Checked   * Fully Insured

adam1stcallhandyman@hotmail.com
www.adam1stcallhandyman.com

Adam 07768 398661
Follow me on Facebook

Scorchio! (A reference to a 90s Fast Show sketch that 
may be lost on some of you.) I write this in the middle 
of what I think is our fourth official heatwave – I’ve lost 
count. The Windmill playing fields are yellower than I 
have ever seen them and the ground is rock hard. Rain 
has not stopped play once this summer for Deddington 
cricketers, but I fear for the footballers’ ankles and 
knees as they start limbering up for the new season.

We are limbering up for a season of events at 
the Windmill over the coming months. The Windmill 
Film Club goes from strength to strength – over 50 
members now and counting. Join up for £20 (£10 
concessions) and you get access to 12 films over the 
year. The next film will be shown on 10 October and 
thereafter it’s the first Saturday of every month. By 
popular request, Peter is holding another Windmill 

Quiz Night on Saturday 26 September – this one with 
a ‘back to school’ theme. Enjoy a thought-provoking, 
fun-filled evening in the knowledge that your partici-
pation is also raising money for Deddington Library. 
For all Windmill events and films, the doors open at 
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. More information from 
events@thewindmilldeddington.org.

Talking of raising money, we are very proud to 
host the third Deddington Wine Festival on Saturday 3 
October from 7.00pm. ‘Cheers to Charlie’ is a very pop-
ular annual fundraiser inspired by and in memory of 
Charlie Elvin, a much-loved member of our community 
and enthusiastic wine expert. This year, all proceeds 
will go to Katharine House Hospice – our amazing 
local facility that cared for Charlie during his illness. 
Look out for the ad in this issue with more information 
about the Wine Festival and how to buy tickets.

Finally, we are looking to recruit a minutes secre-
tary to join our team. The minimum requirement for 
this voluntary role would be for you to attend the six 
full committee meetings we hold during the year and 
record the minutes. But there is always potential for 
you to get involved in a myriad of other ways if that 
appeals. Please contact me using the email below if 
you are interested.

As always, if you want to book the Windmill or just 
see what’s going on, visit our website www.thewind-
milldeddington.org or our Facebook page or call our 
bookings secretary, Julie, on 07720 834006.

Vaughan Jones
chair@thewindmilldeddington.org

OPEN GARDENS
The Friends of Deddington Church raised a very 
satisfying total of £3,212.50 as a result of their open 
gardens on 21 June. I’m sure those who came will 
remember that it was another of those very warm 
days although, at that stage, we hadn’t even started 
to get used to them. 

We are very grateful to our local gardeners who 
either volunteered their garden for viewing or had their 
arms twisted. But we’re also grateful to everyone who 
came to look round them all. And what a delightful 
variety there was – and just in the nick of time before 
everything shrivelled to a brown crisp. 

Our thanks to these two lads as well who added 
their own contribution. 
� JC

Teddy and Charlie ap Simon raising 
extra funds with their own cake sale
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K J Rillie & M C Wynn is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes to your policy, 
make a claim or need financial advice.

We offer insurance products and financial planning services including:
• Home Insurance    • Car Insurance
• Commercial Vehicle Insurance   • Business Insurance
• Retirement Planning    • Protection

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from  
specialist providers. We’ll explain the services we offer and the charges. Financial advice is provided  
by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

For a real conversation about your insurance call or pop in  
NFU Mutual Deddington, Orchard House, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, OX15 0TD | 01869 337 400
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All forms of interior and exterior painting 
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk
Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

Painting 
Company

Everyone is welcome in the salon — 
 ladies and gents, and children from 

the young to teenagers
We want you to relax, laugh and have 

fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time
Visit our website to see all our services
And come to visit us for a warm, friendly 

experience with qualifi ed hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 0SL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
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Pi

p's Pawz

Your Doggy PA
Dog Walking

Pet/House Sitting
Vet Taxi

Home Visiting
and so much more...

pip@pipspawz.co.uk

07816 521 625

Are you fearful of
aPublic speaking
aDelivering a presentation
aGiving a speech

I am a professional voice coach  
who can help you 

STAND TO DELIVER 
with confidence

Contact Elli Ince
standtodeliver@gmail.com

01869 338417
07986 586933

‘Elli’s invaluable techniques gave me  
the confidence to relax and  

deliver . . . with professional style’
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Puppy Classes
Teach your puppy to walk on a loose lead, stay,
sit, down, come when called and much more!

Have a sociable and well-trained dog

Puppy play & socialisation.
It’s fun for all the family!

Classes held in
Deddington

Book online at
www.canine-paradise.com

DG Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

T: 07917 815826
danielgardner2005@gmail.com

 

Your local floor care experts based in Adderbury.

We offer “Total Floor Care” including:

Natural Stone | Tile & Grout | Wood & Laminate |
Amtico & Karndean | Marmoleum | Vinyl |
Carpet, Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

& much more…

Contact us now for a FREE quote:
0800 020 9199

info@floorrestoreoxford.co.uk

WWW.FLOORRESTOREOXFORD.CO.UK 

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD
¯ NO FUSS ¯
¯ NO MESS ¯

¯ NO PROBLEM ¯
Oxford 01865 772996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

BANBURY BATHROOMS
All aspects of plumbing and tiling carried 
out by an experienced 
fitted bathroom specialist. 
From a leaking 
tap to a new 
bathroom/
shower room.
For a free 
quotation, 
please contact Tom Morgan.

Tel: 07979 593679
22 Chipperfield Park Road, Bloxham.

Established 2002

Trevor Gladdy

Duns Tew, Bicester, Oxfordshire

07790155046 / 01869 349818
t.gladdypainter@sky.com
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Dave and Katie are in the throes of moving into 
Hartwell Cottage while renovating one of our older 
and well-loved houses. Now known to many of their 
neighbours, we wish them all the best for the project 
ahead and reaffirm the offer of help and tools.

The start of Candleford Festival saw the pub crawl 
begin in Lower Larkrise, with music from our own Molly 
(daughter of Bev and Gary), who sang Beatles’ hits and 
many other bangers for 90 minutes in front of the 50 
plus guests at the ‘Duck’ and were no more eclipsed by 
the many more established bands later on the card ‘up 
the road’. Sadly, this correspondent was discharging 
his ECB responsibilities, but I don’t understand why 
more neighbours weren’t keeping John, Paul and his 
gang company. Shame on you. 

This correspondent has received a flood of com-
munications correcting my labelling of the the soon-
to-be-missed Alan, the ‘father of the village’, in the 
last DN issue. You see, Farmer Chris was born here 
and therefore pre-dates Alan by some years. There 
is another candidate but to put her forward means 
questioning a lady’s age and we won’t be doing that 
any time soon.

CAST (Clifton Speed Watch) is currently seeking a 
new chair, as Peter is moving to be closer to his family. 
This inevitable development still saddens many here 
as Peter has been a vital engine, driving the combat-
ting of speeding and other illegal driving through our 
corner of heaven since CAST was established. He 
steps down having achieved the guarantee that OCC 
will install traffic calming in Lower Larkrise. The exact 
nature and timing is currently unknown but CAST will 
pursue this relentlessly. 

With Peter’s departure, a revival of the Book Club 
trip to Hooky Brewery is a tradition that will be revisit-
ed. This time we are sure Iron Man Mayo will arrange 
a ‘drink’ in a brewery and not leave anyone behind. 
Anyone else fancy coming along, please register 
your interest at the ‘Duck’ any time after 7.30pm any 
Thursday.

I think I had previously talked about the Tithe 
Lane sinkhole that, while only 450mm deep was very 
extensive under the surface, but the new one by the 
eastern gate is growing. Despite only being 150mm 
deep, the diameter of the hole was 38mm when first 
observed. It was 100mm after the ‘Fixmystreet’ was 
raised in late July but is now wide enough that my fist 
fits easily into it on copy day. If a car drives over it when 
it fails, the car will lose its wheel so keep a look out.

We would like to welcome Alex and his partner 
(who is currently unknown to us) as they join us down 
here. Alex isn’t moving in without knowing anyone as 
there is a resident here he’s known all his life. We 
look forward to buying Alex a pint at Book Club soon.

If you have any news or comments you want to 
share, please let me know.

Martin Bryce
martindnbryce@gmail.com

NEWS FROM  CLIFTON

We desperately need the help of our community to 
ensure our vital services continue. Without your sup-
port, we couldn’t keep the heart of the hospice going. 
We simply wouldn’t exist without the donations you 
give, the money you raise and the support you provide.

Our events calendar over the next few months 
features many opportunities for those who fancy a 
fundraising challenge – they include skydiving, Oxford 
half marathon, Snowdon Sunrise walk, Great Wall of 
China Trek, Santa Fun run and, of course, the annual 
KH Tractor Run on 12 December.   

What about volunteering? If you are looking to do 
something meaningful, Katharine House has a range 
of rewarding volunteering opportunities. From volun-
teering at the hospice and supporting events to driving 
and working in one of the retail shops, or play the 

weekly lottery to be in with a chance to win one of our 
20 weekly cash prizes. When you join the lottery, you’ll 
be supporting local people with life-limiting illness as 
well as their families and loved ones. Visit www.khh.
org.uk/volunteer-opportunities.

Finally we are delighted to be the chosen charity 
for ‘Cheers to Charlie’ – The Deddington Wine Festival 
2026. For the third year running, inspired by and in 
memory of much-loved local man and enthusiastic 
wine expert, Charlie Elvin, Deddington has staged 
this popular event and this year all proceeds will go to 
Katharine House Hospice. It’s on Saturday 3 October 
at 7.00pm at the Windmill Centre, an evening you won’t 
want to miss. See the Festival advert for more details 
and book your tickets by scanning the QR code.   

Jenny Soddy
07976 922558

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE
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Friends of Hempton Church
Once again, the Old School Room will welcome Riders 
and Striders with refreshments on Saturday 12 Sep-
tember from 11.15am. This annual event, organised 
by the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, is its 
main fundraiser and helps provide grants to churches 
across the county. We hope the Trust will support 
Hempton’s fundraising for a new roof in the near future 
so it is important that we support them too. Full details 
are available at https://ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride. 
Everyone is welcome to take part, whether individually, 
as a family or with friends. It is lovely to see people 
walking or cycling between churches, enjoying the 
outdoors and stopping for much-needed refreshments 
along the way. If you would like to support our cyclist, 
Lydia Watts, please donate at www.goodhub.com/go/
lydia-watts. Any amount will be gratefully received. 
Alternatively, please visit the Old School Room on 
12 September and donate using the forms available. 
At the Allotments
Although the allotments are looking parched, we are 
still harvesting, thanks to careful and persistent wa-
tering. Our onions were excellent; the runner beans 
are coming thick and fast and the soft fruits on other 
allotments were abundant. Like everyone else we are 
hoping for rain. Let’s hope it comes soon before we 
resort to dancing round the plots at full moon. 
Book Club
Book Club is still thriving – see the latest reviews in 
the Clubs section. We have also branched out by 
organising some silver crafting sessions. 
Community Speed Watch
We’re having a break during the exceptionally hot 
weather and holiday season but we will be back soon.

Jo Churchyard
Fifty years ago, as the DN team was launching the 
inaugural edition of this august publication, Hempton, 
in common with the rest of the UK, was sweltering 
in what was to be recognised as the warmest year 
so far with record temperatures, drought and water 

shortages. Sitting roughly 490 feet above sea level 
along a high Jurassic marlstone ridge, Hempton felt 
the heatwave acutely. The exposed terrain made its 
surrounding agricultural fields highly vulnerable to 
drying out completely under the blazing sun. Such 
is the influence of the DN, a repeat, with interest, 
was ordered for the semi-centennial, Golden Jubilee 
celebration.

Hempton did not feature in the first edition in 
September 1976 but a worthy piece on the fate of the 
corner cottages at the crossroads appeared in the 
October edition. Having fallen into disrepair, there 
was talk of removing them before they succumbed to 
years of neglect, thus improving the appearance of 
the village. Partial collapse of the end cottage into the 
roadway left a bedroom open to view by passersby 
and some voyeuristic llamas grazing in the paddock 
opposite. In stepped the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England Oxfordshire Buildings Preservations Trust 
who bought the cottages for £12,000 and restored 
them for sale to the public. 

The summer of ‘76 saw Hempton’s sporting prow-
ess exorcised with a Dwile Flunking match between 
the Hempton Harvesters and the Pheasant Pluckers 
at the Great Western Arms in Aynho. Despite their 
inexperience, the Harvesters held out against the 
Pluckers until the last throw which they sadly lost.

Meantime, Hempton residents’ committee was 
striving to resolve the problem of the overflowing cess-
pit servicing (or not) St John’s Way, contemplating the 
enduring problem of the Gap, maintaining access to 
the playing field below St John’s Way, repairing of the 
churchyard gate and fencing off the grassy mound at 
the crossroads, whilst organising wide-ranging social 
activities and events.

Further afield, Harold Wilson had resigned as UK 
Prime Minister in March 1976 and was succeeded by 
James Callaghan in April. Déja vue!

Stuart Oldham
sj_oldham@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM HEMPTON

Maybe it’s just fever from the heat 
talking, but the Clifton Everglades 
became the Serengeti. The is-
land where it never stops raining 
howled for tears from Heaven to 
quench the cracked earth and 
parched riverbeds. Despite sci-
entists at ExxonMobil famously 
demonstrating from the 1970s that 
their own activities were causing 

climate change, a disturbingly large cohort of people, 
not on their payroll, continue to theorise that the sci-
entists were presumably lying, while the executives 
who directly profit from continued fossil fuel burning 
(through the politicians they bankroll) are, inexplicably, 
the real truth tellers! 

Now that the grim warnings of catastrophic weather 
patterns are no longer speculative but established 
reality, might we at least take some action to retrofit 
our public and private spaces to protect the vulner-
able, as well as our future food and water supplies? 
We’re all going to get used to discussions of ‘wet bulb 
temperature’ very soon. I don’t think most of the public 
like living in a bad disaster movie; I know I’d rather not. 

Kings of the past were often relieved of their heads 
for pursuing courses of action that hurt the majority 
of their people. Nobody wants it to come to that but 
what exactly is being done about this gigantic iceberg 
we’re all sailing towards while the captain plays a mean 
Vice-Admiral Nelson with his telescope?

Aaron Bliss
aaronjbliss@hotmail.com

BLISSFUL THINKING
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Edd Frost & Daughters
Family Funeral Directors of Banbury

“where caring comes first”

14 Canada Close, Banbury, OX16 2RT

Tel: (01295) 40 40 04
www.eddfrostanddaughters.co.uk

Proud to serve the families of 

Deddington and surrounding villages

Dedicated & Caring Advice

Private Chapel of Rest

24 Hour Service

Monumental Masonry

Pre Paid Funeral Plans
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Most people of a certain age know exactly 
where they were 25 years ago on 11 Sep-
tember 2001. It was a sunny day in New York 

that Tuesday and all seemed well in the world save that 
economies and markets were still feeling the effects of 
the crash that was the bursting of the dot-com bubble.

It had started as a normal 
day and, like my American col-
leagues, I had arrived at my desk 
on the second floor of a 54-floor 
building in Lower Manhattan, 1 
Liberty Plaza, at around 7.30am. 
I worked as a corporate banker 
for Royal Bank of Canada and 
our offices were immediately 
adjacent to the 110-floor South 
Tower of the World Trade Center. 

Suddenly, at 8.46am, there 
was an enormous explosion 
outside and those of us near a 
window looked out. We could 
see people in the street looking 
up, but the Twin Towers were so 
tall we could see nothing. Pretty 
quickly an announcement told 
staff to move to the core of the 
building as bits of the tower were 
apparently raining down. We 
could see on an adjacent televi-

sion monitor that news reports were just coming in of 
an aircraft hitting the North Tower with initial images 
showing some flames. It was unbelievable. I called my 
wife, Sally, on a then rather basic cell phone (mobile). 
‘Turn on the TV. There are pictures of the North Tower 
at the World Trade Center. There’s been an explosion 

and it’s on fire.’
Seventeen minutes later at 

9.03am, there was a second 
huge explosion. We had no idea 
what was happening although 
there were police, fire and am-
bulance sirens coming from all 
directions. Almost immediately, 
the Tannoy ordered the evacua-
tion of our building. ‘Do not return 
to your desks. Take nothing with 
you.’ Could our building be next 
to be blown up?

Outside it was absolute chaos 
on the street, with onlookers, 
craning their heads to see what 
was happening, mixing with the 
emergency services. Someone 
said an aeroplane had hit the 
North Tower – no, that’s not pos-
sible – maybe it was a light air-
craft? It was so chaotic I decided 
to move on and get the subway 

to midtown and the first train home. I attempted to call 
Sally again to give her an update on my whereabouts 
but the cell phone system had crashed.

Halfway home, at 9.59am, someone blurted out 
that one of the towers had collapsed. I had studied 
engineering at university and was pretty convinced this 
had to be wrong. Needless to say, when I walked in the 
door of our house, I found everyone in tears as they 
hadn’t heard from me and wondered whether I’d been 
caught in the catastrophe of the collapsing buildings.

The Twin Towers had pancaked in place, with the 
steelwork encased in the surrounding plaza, although 
the dust clouds caused immense damage, blowing in 
windows and depositing a six-inch layer of sand and 
debris throughout lower floors of adjacent buildings. 

It turns out that cleaning up the sand in these 
buildings was ‘relatively’ straightforward. The real 
problem was the asbestos distributed throughout the 
air-conditioning ducts and other less accessible areas: 
a nightmare to remove. It took six months for author-
ities to approve the return to our desks – six months 
of working from offices spread around Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey and Toronto. 

Personal belongings, including passports and 
wallets and, in my case, Buzz Lightyear were returned 
to us within a few weeks. Buzz had been a birthday 
present a few years previously and was sitting on my 
desk when the towers came down. He is a survivor 
and is on my desk today. ‘To infinity and beyond!’

Colin Lambert

WHERE WERE YOU 25 YEARS AGO ON 9/11?

The errant Buzz Lightyear
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A big thank you to my casual relief worker, Lynden, 
being able to cover July for me. Having consistency 
and someone who loves the library as much as I do 
and understands my readers is a great help. 

I held a craft session on 10 August and a lovely 
turn out, making musical instruments. The grownups 
seemed to have as much fun as the children. Thank 
you to Evie and Julia for their help. 

There’s very little to report on the the Summer 
Reading Challenge: ‘Read to the Beat’ continues 
until 5 September but you can still claim your rewards 
after this.

We may be a small library but offer so much, from 
free computer use, scanning, photocopying, printing, 
family history, Oxfordshire Libraries app, Libby for 
magazines, Press-reader free newspapers, audio 
books, e-books. Books in large print, different lan-
guages. Books for sale, postcards, notelets, pens and 
pencils for sale. I would like to offer a free magazine 
swap box starting in September, as these can be very 
expensive. If you have any, please could you consider 
letting the library have them? 

I congratulate the Deddington News on 50 years of 
production; we have a copy of every issue here in the 
library, all beautifully bound and you are welcome to 
see them. I am supporting them with a small display 
here as well from September. 

Wishing all the children a safe return to school on 3 
September. Many thanks for your continuing support.

Gail Cripps
Gail.Cripps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

01865 816010

It was a pleasure to speak to WI members on a very 
hot afternoon in July. During the presentation Lindsay 
and I spoke about the workings of the Patient Partici-
pation Group and the targets for the coming year. We 
also took away responses from the floor such as more 
help to access the Advice and Appointments Hub and 
the NHS App. Reaching out to groups for feedback 
about the health centre and how it works for patients, 
is important to the group.

At the quarterly meetings there are discussions 
about any emails and feedback sheets received 
(available from the surgery reception area) to ensure 
patients receive the best service possible from the 
surgery team and to look at any improvements to 
processes. Recent feedback involved the new auto-
mated answering service, Jackie, and a patient trying 
to connect with the dispensary. The PPG was able to 
forward the feedback on to the surgery to investigate. 

Autumn is on its way so look out for your invitation 
to book flu and/or Covid vaccinations. If you are eligi-
ble, you will receive a communication in the coming 
weeks. 

Next time find out about the role of the Advanced 
Clinical Practitioner and the concerning number of 
missed appointments in the last year and what to do 
when the 24-hour Pharma self-collection machine for 
medicines is out of order.

Anne Hunsley
ppg.deddington@gmail.co.uk

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY FROM THE HEALTH CENTRE 
Patient Participation Group

This month is the 25th anniversary of Deddington 
Farmers’ Market. The late Charles Newey, who lived in 
Clifton, felt that our local farmers needed support from 
their community during the foot and mouth outbreak 
and the idea of a market was born.

The current market wasn’t the first market in Ded-
dington. The first probably dates from the laying out 
of the borough in the 12th century. No royal charter 
creating a borough is known, but presumably one of 
Deddington’s lords instituted burgage tenure and a 
market in order to profit from increased rents and tolls. 

Burgage is a plot of land in a borough. When a lord 
wanted to make money, he would lay out a new street 
or market place – in Deddington, that’s New Street 
and Philcote Street around the Market Place. He’d 
then carve it up into long, narrow plots with a short 
end facing the street. That frontage is where you put 
your shop or house. Then he’d rent it to a burgess, 
a townsman, for a fixed cash rent, usually 12d for a 
whole burgage, 6d for a half, as they recorded in Ded-
dington in 1447.  You can still spot these burgages on 
maps. Look at those long, thin garden plots running 
from the Market Place and New Street. Those are the 
fossilised burgage plots from the late 12th century.

Deddington started strong in the 12th century – 

new borough, new market, a castle next door to protect 
it at the crossroads of two ancient routes. By 1086 it 
was worth twice as much to its lord as Banbury.

However, Banbury got a very early charter and just 
exploded – by 1225 it had over 200 burgage tenants, 
Deddington probably had only 30 or 40. Once Banbury 
pulled ahead, Deddington settled into being a decayed 
borough, still a market centre for the villages around 
with its portmoot (a type of court dealing with market 
disputes) and market tolls, but never getting city walls 
or a guildhall on the scale of its rival.

Originally it sold essentials like grain, bread, 
animals, wool and leather. There is documentary 
evidence that in 1623 nine tailors, five mercers, four 
glovers, two weavers, a fuller, and a collarmaker, plus 
five carpenters, four slaters and four smiths were 
trading. It was very much a working farmers’ market.

Today our current market with one exception sells 
food produced and created by local farmers and 
people who mostly live within 30 miles. So there you 
have it. We are celebrating 25 years on a site that has 
hosted a market for almost 800 years, give or take a 
decade or two. Now that’s worth celebrating.

Tei Willox
marketing@deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk

FARMERS’ MARKET
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Visit our showroom to discuss your new wood burning 
stove 

Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH 
T: 01295 253 936  |  E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

DRAGON FRAMING

Bespoke Picture Framers
40 Mill Close - Deddington - Oxfordshire 

OX15 0UN

To discuss your picture framing 
requirements, please contact 

Nicki Tarrant on 
07725193615 

or email dragonframing@outlook.com  
to make an appointment

www.dragon-framing.co.uk
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Patios & Paving
Decking & Fencing

07565 803 507
mvlgardendesigns@outlook.com
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Photographic Society 
At our August meeting we were delighted to welcome 
the respected  photographer, Rachel Wallace, who 
presented an inspiring talk entitled Altered Images. 

Rachel’s gained her City and Guilds qualification 
and Licentiateship of the Royal Photographic Society. 
Working from home, Rachel creates her distinctive 
images.  Although  she  remains  passionate about 
film photography,  her  first digital camera, a Nikon 
D70, opened new creative possibilities. She prefers to 
carry out much of her image manipulation in-camera, 
creating unique and often unpredictable results. She 
has a particular affinity for textures and colours found 
in everyday objects. She combines these elements 
to create images where all the components work 
together. Her work is heavily influenced by photogra-
phers and artists who encourage a different way of 
seeing. She also enjoys experimenting with Intentional 
Camera Movement. Rachel concluded by discussing 
more sustainable darkroom practices and alterna-
tive photographic processes. Her experiments include 
lumen and chlorophyll prints, made using plants and 
moss, cyanotypes and Cliché Verre. She demonstrat-
ed how glass and mirrors can be used creatively. 

Rachel’s presentation was fascinating,  show-
casing her  creativity, technical  skill  and willingness 
to experiment. It provided members with inspiration 
and new ideas to explore in their own photographic 
journeys. 

Our monthly topic was  ‘Blue’  and our mem-
bers demonstrated just how creatively they can interpret 
a theme. The variety of their images showed imagi-
nation, skill, and individuality, proving that our pho-
tographers really know how to make each monthly 
challenge their own. 

In September Jason Parry-Wilson will talk about 
hints  and  tips on  wildlife  photography.  Come and 
enjoy inspiring talks from our guest speakers.  We 
meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm 
at Adderbury Institute. 

Courtney Killpack 
www.addphoto.co.uk 

 
Windmill Film Club 
We launched the monthly Windmill Film Club in June 
to make use of the new projector and screen that we 
had installed. We now have more than 50 members 
and have successfully shown three films. Each month 
I email members a list of four films to choose the one 
they prefer. 

We have  watched  Mother’s Pride  and H is for 
Hawk, both low-budget British films which won out over 
the Hollywood blockbusters that were on offer. Re-
freshments are served before the film and the chairs 
are just about comfortable enough to see us through 
the couple of hours of viewing. If this appeals, then 
why not join us? A year’s membership costs £20 less 
than £2 a film. Contact me to find out more. 

Peter Hogben 
events@thewindmilldeddington.org

Hempton Book Club 
Susan Stokes-Chapman’s  Pandora  is  set in the 
Georgian era and  is a mystery woven through with 
Greek mythology. A young girl is trying to find her 
place in the world and solve  the puzzle left by her 
archaeologist parents, plus the enigma of the vase 
in the  basement.  Georgian  London is described in 
all its squalor and poverty. The characters are believ-
able; you love some, hate others, and a few are ex-
asperating. Some members felt that there was a little 
too much mythology but, on the whole, we enjoyed it. 

Jonas Jonasson’s  The Distinctly Competent 
District  Councillor  is  a  quirky little book.  If  you 
have  read  The  100-Year-Old  Man Who Climbed 
out of a Window and Disappeared,  then you’ll  love 
this. Set in Sweden, it tells the tale of a failing town 
trying to attract a German bed  manufacturer  to 
build their new factory there. The characters are 
unbelievable but amusing, and you can guess what 
will happen, but you’re happy when it does. A great 
book for a heatwave, sit in the shade and while the 
afternoon away, it’s a very short book. 

Jo Churchyard 
jochurchyard@hotmail.com 

 
Local Vocals Community Choir 
Firstly, thank you to everyone who came to our Friends 
and Family evening in July. We enjoyed singing for you 
and your kind comments afterwards were appreciated. 
Our collection in aid of Lawrence Nurses, who care for 
people in their own homes, raised £480.60. We now 
look forward to singing again. Our new term starts on 
Monday 7 September and I haven’t been advised of 
the new songs yet so it’s still to be revealed. 

We meet at 7.30pm at Deddington Primary School 
each Monday during term. To find out more please visit 
to our website www.localvocalscc.co.uk. 

Alison Grieve  
 

Book Group 
Theo of Golden is a first novel by author, Allen Levi. It 
was originally self-published but has now become an 
international bestseller, praised for its themes of kind-
ness, tolerance and generosity. 

The main character, Theo, is a gentle and slightly 
mysterious old man who comes to stay in Golden, a 
town in an unnamed southern US state. After see-
ing sketches of many locals on display in a café, he 
decides to  gift these to the various individuals, to 
get to know them and maybe to help them later. The 
novel proceeds with depictions of Theo’s sympathetic 
conversations with a variety of characters. These 
are thoughtful and enjoyable, although we occasion-
ally found them rather sentimental. 

However, Theo has another compelling and secret 
reason for coming to Golden. Obviously, that cannot 
be revealed here without spoiling the whole story.

The Book Group 

CALLING ALL CLUBS
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Deddington Original Golf Society 
DOGS latest visit was to Leamington and County GC. 
On 11 August we braved the heat to played on what 
turned out to be quite an undulating and parched 
course. Very much the norm at the moment. 
Winners were: 
Nearest the Pin: Peter Mahon 
Team Prize:  Bel Appleby, Ken  Appleby  and John 
Dauphin 

The last venue for  the  summer is  the Cotswold 
at Chipping Norton on Friday 11 September followed 
by a barbecue in Deddington. If you’re new to the area 
and play golf, you would be most welcome to join us. 

Tony Lowe
dogsgolf23@gmail.com 

 
Deddington Town FC Youth 
It is great to be back for another season with the Club 
running ten teams playing league football from Under 
7s up to Under 16s. We also have Wildcats for Girls 
taking place on Friday evenings, as well as Under 
6s training. We have 156 children registered for the 

season ahead – a great success for a village club run 
entirely by volunteers. 

Good luck to the Under 8s as they play their first 
season in the Witney  and  District Youth Football 
League and the Under 7s  in the WDYFL who play 
the new 3 v 3 format introduced by the FA across 
the country. 

A special mention of the Under 6s coaches who 
start their football coaching journey on Saturday 
mornings at the Windmill: Bruce Hiley, Tom Hoverd 
and Adam Minks. 

The youth committee has a new look  for the 
season ahead; welcome to Paul Godfrey, chair; and 
to Claire Damm and Beth Brown, sharing the club 
secretary role. They join existing officers, Keith Tong, 
treasurer; Joe Ryan, club welfare officer; Harry Ad-
ams, media and website officer; and Roger Sykes, 
development officer. 

Further information is on our website www.ded-
dingtontownfc  or Facebook,  www.facebook.com/
DeddingtonTownFc. 

Roger Sykes 07899 914425  
carsykes@btinternet.com

SPORT

1st Deddington Scout Group 
Cubs 
Over the last few sessions, we enjoyed an amazing trip 
to Fenemore’s Farm where the Cubs learned all about 
different crops grown on the farm and the animals 
that live there. One of the highlights of the visit was a 
tractor tour across the fields, which gave them a great 
opportunity to see the farm in action. They thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience and learned lots along the way. 

For our final Cub meeting of the  term,  we said 
goodbye to some of our older Cubs as they prepare 
to move on to the next stage of their Scouting journey. 
To celebrate their time in Cubs we gathered around 
a campfire, shared some memorable moments and 
enjoyed a variety of fun games together. It was a lovely 
way to finish the term and we wish our departing Cubs 
all the best for the future. 

Tina Deacon 
deddingtoncubs@gmail.com  

Anyone interested in helping at Cubs or Scouts, come 
to a Thursday meeting and see what it’s all about. 

Jo Churchyard 
deddingtongsl@gmail.com 

Scouts 
For the first time I can remember, we had to cancel 
a meeting because of the heat. This was during the 
first heatwave and I realise we’ve either got used to it 
or are complaining bitterly about the rain. 

It was still  hot  when we went to camp at Hor-
ley. The Scouts spent a their time in the woods 
or  hanging about in their hammocks. We cooked 
very carefully over open fires – a bucket of water al-
ways to hand,  and  they enjoyed a session of rifle 
shooting – something the Scouts have been doing 
since 1912. Perhaps the most memorable thing was 
watching England in the World Cup on a laptop in a 
field. Many thanks to Gilly for setting it up. Most made 
it all the way through although one or two fell asleep. 

Our last meeting was, as usual, held at Nell Bridge 
Fishery. What a great evening, to see the looks on the 
boys’ faces catching their first fish – priceless. And 
what fish they are, huge! Many thanks as always to 
Matt and Jo and the parents and anglers who helped. 

Pete Churchyard 
deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 

YOUTH

Stewards for Concerts in the Church 
Deddington church is for everyone to enjoy and 
throughout the year is the venue for many community 
occasions for residents and visitors alike. 

However, we need a couple of stewards to oversee 
our concerts; a member of the church will always be 
present. Without two stewards these events will not 
go ahead. If you enjoy them and feel that you could 
help, please contact me. There isn’t a rota, simply 
an email to ask if you are available as each booking 
approaches. Training and support will be given. 

Vanessa Loach 
bookings@deddingtonchurch.org.

PFSU and Nursery
Deddington Nursery and PFSU are looking forward to 
welcoming our new starters in September. Our autumn 
topic at both settings will be ‘All About Me’. 

Last year’s Pre-School cohorts were very busy at 
the end of the summer term creating artwork for the 
parish show. Please go and check it out on Saturday 
5 September in the church.

We would like to thank everyone who has support-
ed our fundraising efforts over this past year. We have 
raised a fantastic £4,727.

Shrene Saleh-Gillett
info@deddingtonnurseryandpfsu.co.uk
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The Timber Yard, Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxfordshire, OX15 0SG
Tel: 01869 338275

www.johnsonsofdeddington.co.uk

You may be unaware that there is a Timber and Builders’ Merchant on your doorstep. We also have a 
hardware shop for your decorating and DIY needs. 

If you bring the completed form below to us and with proof of your address you will receive 10% discount 
off anything you collect from our yard.*

* Terms & Conditions Apply.

JOHNSONS OF DEDDINGTON DISCOUNT FORM (DN)

TIMBER   BOARDS   GUTTER   HARDWARE   PAVING   CEMENT   SAND   INSULATION 
Mon–Thu:  7:30am to 5pm    Fri:  7:30am to 4:30pm 

This form, when completed, entitles residents of the Parish of Deddington, Clifton and Hempton to ten 
percent discount off all materials collected from our yard*.

We would like to occasionally send you details on further promotions that may be of benefit to you. If you do not want to receive these 
offers please tick the box. We do not give your details to any third parties. 

Name

email

Address

10%
Discount

Collections Only*

1937 - 2022

Built on Service

T
ru sted b y G e nerati

on
s

85
Years

Always here to help local landlords

01869 337 346 cherry-lets.co.uk

Always here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlordsAlways here to help local landlords

Deddington
Lettings

Specialists

Propertymark
Quali�ed
Experts

Local
Investment

Advice

Free
Regular

Newsletter
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Printed in the UK by Windrush Group, Avenue Two, Station Lane, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 4XW. Tel: 01993 772197
www.windrushgroup.co.uk

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 01295 227001
CITIZENS ADVICE 03330 383221
HEALTH CENTRE DEDDINGTON 01869 338611
HOSPITALS: 
 Churchill 0300 304 7777 
 New Foscote (Private) 01295 252281 
 Horton General 0300 304 7777 
	 John	Radcliffe	 0300	304	7777 
 Oxford, The Manor (Private) 01865 307777 
	 Nuffield	Orthopaedic	Centre	 0300	304	7777 
	 Katharine	House	Hospice	 01295	229940
NHS Non emergency 111
PARISH CLERK 01869 337447 
	 (Tuesday–Friday	9.00am–2.00pm)	
POLICE (non-emergency, 24 hrs) 101   
PRIMARY SCHOOL (C of E) 01869 338430
PFSU 01869 337484
VILLAGE NURSERY 01869 337383

TRAVEL:
 Pulham & Sons (Coaches) Ltd 01451 820369 
	 National	Express	 0371	781	8181
 National Rail Passenger Enqs 03457 48 49 50
 OurBus Bartons  01235 849410 
	 Oxford	Bus	Company	 01865	785400
 Oxfordshire Comet 01865 323201 
	 Stagecoach	Bus	Company	 01865	772250 
	 Traveline	(Public	Transport)	 0871	200	2233

UTILITIES:
	 Gas	Escapes	(24hrs)		 0800	111	999
	 Electricity	–	any	supplier
  Emergency/Power cut 105
 Careline (over 60s)  0800 833 408
 Ofgem 020 7901 7295
 Thames Water (24hrs) 0800 316 9800
WARRINER SCHOOL, Bloxham 01295 720777 
WINDMILL CENTRE 07720 834006
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 01865 519800

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  01865 816010
Monday	 2.00–7.00pm
Wednesday	 9.30am–1.00pm
Thursday	 1.00–5.00pm
Saturday	 9.30am–1.00pm

DEDDINGTON CLUBS & SOCIETIES: The full list of 
contacts is available from the Library and Deddington 
OnLine	website	at	http://www.deddington.org.uk/directory.	

DEDDINGTON CHURCHES See section inside

DEDDINGTON  DATA


